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TASB Risk Management Fund
Interlocal Participation Agreement
Frequently Asked Questions

What is the IPA?

The Interlocal Participation Agreement (IPA) is the foundational agreement of
the TASB Risk Management Fund (Fund). The Fund is a self-funded risk pool,
and the IPA is the agreement through which Fund Members participate in the
Fund. The IPA sets out the basic terms, conditions, and requirements of Fund
membership.

Through an executed IPA, Fund Members may participate in the various lines of
coverage offered by the Fund. Membership in each specific Fund program is
created and controlled through a Contribution and Coverage Summary (CCS).

The IPA is approved once by each Fund Member’s board. It remains in effect
until the Fund Member ceases to participate in at least one Fund coverage
program or the Fund terminates the IPA.

Does the IPA require Board approval?

Yes. The Fund is an interlocal entity formed under the provisions of Chapter 791
of the Texas Government Code. This law requires that an interlocal agreement
be authorized by the governing body of each party to the agreement.

What is the effective date of the IPA?

The amended IPA is effective on May 1, 2022, for all Fund Members. Members
should return a board-approved IPA prior to May 13, 2022. If the Fund Member
takes no action, the IPA will still go into effect.

For Members who take no action, renewal proposals for coverage on or after
May 1, 2022, will be contingent on the member returning a board-approved
IPA. Coverage effective on or after May 1, 2022, will not be renewed without a
properly executed IPA.

Members may also terminate coverage in all Fund programs effective April 30,
2022, by providing written notice to the Fund by April 29, 2022.

Why is the IPA Changing?
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The IPA was last approved by the Fund Board in April 2012 as a universal IPA
covering all Fund programs. It has not been modified since 2012. The Fund
reviews and updates its IPA at least once every ten years or more frequently, as
needed.

The amendments to the IPA focus on three separate areas: 1) clarity of purpose
and meaning, 2) updating Fund Member duties and obligations, and 3) revising
the dispute resolution provisions.

What are the specific changes to the IPA?

A thorough explanation of the changes is included in this document on the
following page.

Can my organization make changes to the IPA?

No. This IPA was approved by the TASB Risk Management Fund Board on
November 12, 2021, and is effective on May 1, 2022. The IPA is a Board-
approved agreement and is universal. All members of the Fund agree to the
same terms of participation.

What if my organization doesn’t agree to the terms of the new IPA?

Fund Members who do not agree to the terms of the new IPA may terminate
coverage in all Fund programs effective April 30, 2022, by providing written
notice to the Fund by April 29, 2022, prior to the IPA going into effect on May 1,
2022.

Who can I contact for additional information?

General questions can be directed to your Risk Management Marketing
Consultant. If your questions are specific to the terms of the IPA, please contact
Paul Taylor, Director of Legal and Regulatory Affairs in TASB Risk Management
Services, at paul.taylor@tasb.org.

What are the steps for signing and returning the IPA?

As part of the Board approval process, the Board may authorize an
administrator to sign the IPA. Electronic signatures are acceptable. The date of
Board approval must be recorded on the signature page.

Please return the executed IPA to tasbrmf@tasbrmf.org no later than May 13,
2022. Once the executed IPA is received, it will be countersigned by the Fund
and a copy will be provided for your records.
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Explanation of Changes to the IPA

The amendments to the IPA focus on three separate areas: 1) clarity of purpose
and meaning, 2) updating Fund Member duties and obligations, and 3) revising
the dispute resolution provisions.

Clarity:

e Section 2, Program Participation, removes references to the original Fund
programs to allow expansion of programs and services by the Fund.

e Section 5, Agreement to Pay Contributions, now separately addresses
situations where Fund Members fail to pay contributions or fail to repay the
Fund any other amounts owed. The adjusted contribution provision is also
moved to this section.

e Section 6, Contribution and Coverage Summary, states the CCS,
Coverage Agreements, Endorsements, and Addenda are incorporated into
the IPA as one agreement.

e Section 8, Other Duties of Fund Member, is expanded to address
Cooperation and Access and authorizes the Fund access to member data
held by the Fund’s administrator and its other affiliated entities.

e Section 11, Subrogation and Assignment of Rights, combines the two
former sections on Subrogation into one section.

Updates to Member Duties and Obligations:

e Section 4, Termination, specifies that a Fund Member attempting to
terminate the agreement after their renewal term begins still owes the full
contribution amount.

e Section 7, Loss Prevention, states that loss prevention recommendations
are given without warranty.

e Section 15, Fund Member’s Designation of Coordinator, states the Fund
Member must appoint an employee with appropriate authority as Program
Coordinator and may not delegate communication to a third-party.

e Section 16, Risk Sharing Agreement, states the IPA is a risk sharing and
risk participation agreement and is not a contract of insurance. This section
also provides that any ambiguity in the agreement will not be construed
against the Fund.

e Section 23, Authorization, states the Fund Member authorizes the Program
Coordinator or CEO to approve and bind current and future agreements with
the Fund.

e In addition to the authorized signature, the new IPA requires entry of the
date of approval of the IPA by the Fund Member’s Board of Trustees.
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Revisions to Dispute Resolution provisions:

e Section 22, Dispute Resolution, requires an appeal to the Fund Board and
mediation in Travis County, before pursuing litigation. The IPA requires that
a suit against the Fund be filed in Travis County.

¢ A Waiver and Estoppel provision is added to the IPA to ensure that the
parties to the agreement can enforce the contractual provisions in the IPA.

e The Assignment clause is updated and moved to Section 22 and states that
a Fund Member may not transfer any interest in claim-related payments
from the Fund to a third party. Action by the Fund Member which grants or
attempts to grant interest or control over any claim payments suspends the
Fund’s obligation to make any claim payments under the agreement. This
provision prohibits assignments to a third-party under a contingency fee
contract or similar agreement.



