
 

 

MINUTES 
BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Livonia Public Schools 
15125 Farmington Road 

Regular Meeting 
March 19, 2012 

 
President Mang convened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room, 15125 
Farmington Road, Livonia. 

 
Members 
Present 

 Colleen Burton, Mark Johnson, Dianne Laura, Patrice Mang, Eileen McDonnell, 
Gregory Oke, Randy Roulier 

    
Members 
Absent 

 None 

   
Recognition of 
LPS 
Foundation 
Corporate 
Donors 

 Diane Policelli, president of the LPS Foundation, introduced the newest LPS 
Foundation Corporate Partners and thanked them for their generous donations 
and their investment in the future of our children. 

Chery Bowker Agency/Allstate Insurance  Brandon & Jason Wright 
Roush Industries Steve Sciatto 
Ralph Thayer Automotive Adam Thayer 
Westland Shopping Center Patrick Derrig 

 
Mrs. Policelli provided an update on the Foundation’s work, including the five 
year mark of the Competitive Edge College Savings Program. 

   
Read Across 
America 

 It was moved by Ms. Laura and supported by Ms. Burton that the Board of 
Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District adopt a resolution 
recognizing the contribution made to children’s literature by renowned author 
Dr. Seuss and the focus on reading to children during March, the month of his 
birthday. 

   
  Ayes:  Burton, Johnson, Laura, Mang, McDonnell, Oke, Roulier 

Nays:  None 
   
Recess  It was moved by Ms. Burton and supported by Mr. Oke that the Board of 

Education recess to visit with guests.  The Board agreed to recess at 7:20 p.m. 
   
Reconvene  The Board reconvened at 7:26 p.m. 
   
Written 
Communication 

 None 

   
Audience 
Communication 

 Don Artushin addressed the Board regarding a grant for at-risk children, which 
was mentioned at a previous meeting during audience communication. 
JoAnna Demeter and Sally Duffy addressed the Board regarding full-day 
kindergarten. 



 

 

Tonya Shemet addressed the Board to request that the district consider 
accepting qualified students from neighboring districts into Webster 
Elementary’s ACAT program.  Dr. Liepa relayed to Ms. Shemet that qualified 
out-of-district students are accepted into ACAT if there is room in the program. 

   
Response to 
Prior Audience 
Communication 

 President Mang shared that Board members continue to look into concerns from 
the community about the St. Mary land sale and when the review is complete 
the findings will be shared at a public meeting.  President Mang also relayed 
that LPS staff has been meeting with the appropriate people to determine if the 
funding procured by Commissioner Gebhardt is a viable option for our students.  

   
Consent 
Agenda 

 It was moved by Ms. Burton and supported by Mr. Oke that the Board of 
Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District approve the following 
consent agenda items as recommended by the superintendent: 

IV.A. Minutes of the Regular Meeting of February 27, 2012 
VI.A. Bills for Payment – March 20, 2012 

   
  Ayes:  Burton, Johnson, Laura, Mang, McDonnell, Oke, Roulier 

Nays:  None 
   
LivCamp 
Presentation 

 Mrs. Alles, director of academic services, gave a presentation of LivCamp 2012, 
a technology in-service (held in February) that provided staff the opportunity to 
share their knowledge with colleagues.  Mrs. Alles thanked Carol Tinney, the 
event coordinator, as well as staff members who shared their expertise and 
volunteered their time to make LivCamp 2012 a huge success. 

   
Full-Day 
Kindergarten 

 It was moved by Mr. Oke and supported by Mr. Roulier that the Board of 
Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District direct the administration 
to implement a full-day kindergarten program for all kindergarten students in all 
K-4 schools beginning with the 2012-13 school year. 

   
  Ayes:  Johnson, Laura, Mang, McDonnell, Oke, Roulier 

Nays:  Burton 
   
Adoption of 
Second 
2011-2012 
Budget 
Amendments 

 It was moved by Mr. Johnson and supported by Ms. McDonnell that the Board 
of Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District adopt the amended 
budgets for the 2011-2012 school year: General Operating, Special Education 
Fund, Debt Retirement Fund, Building and Site Technology Fund, Technology 
Bond Fund, Sinking Fund Capital Projects Fund, Special Maintenance Fund, 
Food Service Fund, Health and Welfare Fund, Athletic Fund, Scholarship Fund 
Funded Projects, and ARRA Fund. 
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  Ayes:  Burton, Johnson, Laura, Mang, McDonnell, Oke, Roulier 
Nays:  None 

   
Bid Results for 
Stevenson High 
School Phase I 

 It was moved by Mr. Oke and supported by Ms. McDonnell that the Board of 
Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District postpone Item #VI.C. 
Approval of Bid Results for Stevenson High School Phase I and address this 
item by the next regular Board meeting. 

   
  Ayes:  Burton, Johnson, Laura, Mang, McDonnell, Oke, Roulier 

Nays:  None 
   
Retirements  It was moved by Ms. Burton and unanimously supported by the Board that the 

Board of Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District adopt 
resolutions of appreciation for services rendered by: 
 

Debbie Clement will retire from the district on May 31, 2012, and will have devoted 8.7 years of 

dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the students of Franklin High School, Stevenson High 

School, and Emerson Middle School as a teacher. 

 

Lawrence Kendzie retired from the district on March 16, 2012, and devoted 15.22 years of dedicated, 

loyal, and outstanding service to the students of Franklin High School, Riley Middle School, Holmes 

Middle School, and Emerson Middle School as a teacher. 

 

Jerry Polk will retire from the district on June 30, 2012, and will have devoted 14.5 years of dedicated, 

loyal, and outstanding service to the students of Franklin High School as an NJROTC Instructor. 

 

David Spellich will retire from the district on June 30, 2012, and will have devoted 14 years of 

dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the students of Franklin High School and Stevenson High 

School as a Student Activities Director and teacher. 

 

Barbara Webster will retire from the district on June 30, 2012, and will have devoted 24.6 years of 

dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the students of Stevenson High School, Riley Middle 

School, Emerson Middle School, and Franklin High School as a teacher. 
   
Adjournment  It was moved by Mr. Oke and supported by Mr. Roulier that the Regular Meeting 

of March 19, 2012 be adjourned. 
   
  Ayes:  Burton, Johnson, Laura, Mang, McDonnell, Oke, Roulier 

Nays:  None 
   
  President Mang adjourned the meeting at 8:20 p.m. 
   
Off/Supt/jw   
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