
MINUTES 
BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Livonia Public Schools 
15125 Farmington Road 

Regular Meeting 
December 6, 2010 

 
President Scheel convened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room, 
15125 Farmington Road, Livonia. 

 
Members 
Present 

 Colleen Burton, Robert Freeman, Mark Johnson, Daniel Lessard, 
Patrice Mang, Gregory Oke (arrived 7:44 p.m.), Lynda Scheel 

    
Members Absent  None 
   
Swimming State 
Champions 

 It was moved by Mr. Freeman and supported by Mr. Lessard that the Board 
of Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District adopt resolutions 
recognizing Kayla Douglas, a senior at Franklin High School, for achieving 
the 2010 Michigan High School Athletic Association 100 Yard Backstroke 
Swimming State Championship and Savannah Hatt, a senior at Stevenson 
High School, for achieving the 2010 Michigan High School Athletic 
Association 500 Yard Freestyle Swimming State Championship. 

   

  Ayes:  Burton, Freeman, Johnson, Lessard, Mang, Scheel 
Nays:  None 

   
Gift – Livonia 
Historical 
Society 

 It was moved by Ms. Burton and supported by Ms. Mang that the Board of 
Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District accept the generous 
gift of up to $8,000 from Livonia Historical Society for third grade students to 
tour and visit Greenmead Historical Village. 

   
  Ayes:  Burton, Freeman, Johnson, Lessard, Mang, Scheel 

Nays:  None 
   
Recess  It was moved by Mr. Lessard and supported by Mr. Johnson that the Board 

take a short recess to visit with guests.   
   
  Ayes:  Burton, Freeman, Johnson, Lessard, Mang, Scheel 

Nays:  None 
   
  The Board recessed at 7:20 p.m. 
   
Reconvene  The Board reconvened at 7:28 p.m. 
   
Written 
Communications 

 None 

   
   



 

Audience 
Communication 

 None 

   
Response to 
Prior Audience 
Communication 

 None 

   
Consent Agenda  It was moved by Mr. Freeman and supported by Mr. Lessard that the Board 

of Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District approve the 
following consent agenda items as recommended by the superintendent: 

   
  IV.A. Minutes of the Regular Meeting of November 15, 2010 

VI.A. Bills for Payment—December 7, 2010 
VI.B. Approval of Resolution for Summer 2011 Tax Collection 

   
  Ayes:  Burton, Freeman, Johnson, Lessard, Mang, Scheel 

Nays:  None 
   
CLASS   Sheila Alles, Director of Academic Services, introduced a presentation 

showcasing this year’s CLASS (Continuous Learning And Student 
Assessment) program -- Units of Study for Teaching Writing.  This K-6 
curriculum was developed by LPS teachers under the leadership of the 
district’s elementary literacy leadership team.  Mrs. Alles thanked everyone 
involved in CLASS for their talent, creativity, and dedication. 

   
  Mr. Oke arrived at 7:44 p.m. 
   
Approval of 
2010-2011 First 
Budget 
Amendments 

 It was moved by Mr. Lessard and supported by Mr. Freeman that the Board 
of Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District adopt the following 
amended budgets for the 2010-11 school year: General Operating, Special 
Education Fund, Debt Retirement Fund, Building and Site Technology Fund, 
Technology Bond Fund, Sinking Fund Capital Projects Fund, Special 
Maintenance Fund, Food Service Fund, Health and Welfare Fund, Athletic 
Fund, Scholarship Fund, Funded Projects and American Recovery & 
Reinvestment Act (ARRA) Fund. 
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  Ayes:  Burton, Freeman, Johnson, Lessard, Mang, Oke, Scheel 
Nays:  None 

   
Approval of 
HVAC Bids for 
Board Office 

 It was moved by Mr. Johnson and supported by Mr. Oke that the Board of 
Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District approve the bid from 
Johnson & Wood L.L.C. in the amount of $396,038 for renovation of the 
HVAC at Central Office. 

   
  Ayes:  Burton, Freeman, Johnson, Lessard, Mang, Oke, Scheel 

Nays:  None 
   
Approval of 
Teacher 

 It was moved by Ms. Burton and supported by Mr. Lessard that the Board of 
Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District accept the 
recommendation of the superintendent and offer employment for the 2010-
2011 school year to Jessica Garrett. 

   
  Ayes: Burton, Freeman, Johnson, Lessard, Mang, Oke, Scheel 

Nays: None 
   
Teacher for 
Tenure 

 It was moved by Ms. Mang and supported by Mr. Freeman that the Board of 
Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District accept the 
recommendation of the superintendent and grant tenure status to Shawn 
Webster, effective 12/14/10. 

   
  Ayes: Burton, Freeman, Johnson, Lessard, Mang, Oke, Scheel 

Nays: None 
   
Retirements  It was moved by Mr. Lessard and unanimously supported by the Board that 

the Board of Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District adopt 
resolutions of appreciation for services rendered by:   

 

Linda Armstrong, who retired from the district on November 30, 20100 and has devoted 
11.5 years of dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the Livonia Public Schools as a 
custodian, assistant building supervisor, and building supervisor at Franklin High School, 
Nankin Mills Elementary School, Johnson Elementary School, Washington Elementary 
School, Dickinson Center, and the Central Office Complex. 
 

Howard S. Dickie, who will retire from the district on January 31, 2011 and has devoted 
37.10 years of dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the Livonia Public Schools as a 
custodian at Frost Junior High School and Bryant Junior High School; assistant head 
custodian at Whitman Junior High School, Dickinson Junior High School, Clay Elementary 
School, and Lowell Middle School; assistant supervisor of Plant Operations; and as 
Supervisor of Transportation. 
 

Mary Grace, who retired from the district on November 30, 2010 and has devoted 10.3 
years of dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the Livonia Public Schools as a bus 
driver with the Transportation Department. 
 

Ellen Stefaniak, who will retire from the district on January 28, 2011 and has devoted 22.5 
years of dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the Livonia Public Schools as a special 
education teacher and program specialist at Churchill High School and Webster Elementary 
School. 
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First Reading of 
Board Polilcy 
IHF-Instructional 
Programs, 
Graduation 
Requirements 

 It was reported by Mr. Oke, chair of the Policy Committee, that the Policy 
Committee has reviewed the new language for Board Policy IHF – 
Instructional Programs, Graduation Requirements.  The suggested changes 
to these policies were provided to the Board for their review and possible 
adoption at the next regular Board meeting. 

BOARD POLICY                    IHF 
 

INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAMS                   JANUARY 15, 2007 
 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS—CLASSES OF 2011 AND BEYOND 

 
1.  Number of Classes: Each student shall be registered as a full time student for a minimum of eight (8) 

semesters.  Exceptions for the second semester of the senior year for which special schedule 
arrangements are necessary may be approved by the principals. 

2.  Credit Requirements: A minimum of 23 units of credit must be successfully earned. 
3. Credit Earned Prior to High School:  A student who, prior to entering high school, successfully completes 

a course within the Livonia Public Schools at a Michigan public school that is aligned with the high school 
course content expectations will earn credit toward fulfilling the graduation requirements.  A list of 
courses for which this applies will be maintained by the Office of Instruction.  Grades for these courses 
will not be used in the calculation of the student’s high school grade point average.  

4.  Common Learnings: Each student is required to earn a minimum of 16 credits in the area of common 
learnings outlined below: 

 A minimum of sixteen (16) units of credit must be earned in the following areas: 
 A.  Language Arts (Grades 9, 10, 11, and 12) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . 4.0 units  

 1 unit Language Arts 9 

 1 unit Language Arts 10 

 1 unit Language Arts 11 electives 

 1 unit–Additional Language Arts Classes Language Arts 12 electives 
 B.  Mathematics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4.0 units 

4 units of mathematics which must include at least Geometry, Algebra I and Algebra II (or an 
equivalent) with a math or math-related class in the final year. 

 C.  Science . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3.0 units 

 1 unit Biology 

 1 unit Chemistry 

 1 unit Physics/Physical Science 
 D.  Social Studies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3.0 units  

 1 unit World History 

 1 unit U.S. History 

 0.5 unit American Government 

 0.5 unit-Economics 
 E.  Physical Education. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .1.0 unit  

 0.5 unit Personal Fitness 

 0.5 unit Health 
 F. Visual, Performing, and/or Applied Arts. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1.0 unit 
 
 TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .16 units 
 
5.  Electives: Of the 23 units required for graduation, 7 units of credit may be electives. 
6.  Online Learning Experience:  Students are required to experience twenty (20) hours of online learning.  

The requirement will be met through online experiences provided in high school core required courses. 
7.  Personal Curriculum Plan:  A personal curriculum plan may be developed for a student in which 

graduation requirements are modified in accordance with the state mandated Michigan Merit Curriculum. 
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8.  Testing Out: A student will receive credit for a Michigan Merit curriculum course in which the student 
earns a qualifying score on the test out that measures a student’s understanding of the subject area 
content expectations that apply to the credit.  Test out scores will not be used to calculate grade point 
average.  Testing out is not a credit recovery option. 

89.Required Testing: As a requirement for graduation, a high school student must participate in all state or 
federal academic testing programs which the School District is required to administer, unless otherwise 
indicated in an Individualized Education Program (IEP), a Section 504 Plan, or similar program of 
services. A high school student’s failure to meet this requirement will render him/her ineligible for a high 
school diploma, and will preclude that student’s participation in graduation commencement exercises. 
Any deviation from this requirement must be approved by the Superintendent or his/her designee. 

910.Early Graduation: If a student meets all other requirements, approval for early graduation may be granted 
at the end of seven (7) semesters. To apply for early graduation, the Application for Early Graduation and 
a letter to the principal must be completed by the end of the first card marking of the student’s senior 
year. Approval for early graduation will be contingent upon educational experiences or training in high 
school which have afforded the student early entry into college or an advanced training program, a 
concrete job offer utilizing these educational experiences, or family financial need.  Diplomas will be 
issued in June. 

   
Approval of 
Resolution to 
Change Regular 
School Election 
Date to 
November 

 It was moved by Mr. Johnson and supported by Mr. Oke that the Board of 
Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District adopt the following 
resolution to change its regular school election date to November of each 
year commencing with the year 2011, thereby extending the term of each 
Board member to December 31 of each year beginning in 2011. 
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  Ayes:  Burton, Johnson, Mang, Oke, Scheel 
Nays:  Freeman, Lessard 

   
Adjournment  It was moved by Mr. Lessard and supported by Ms. Mang that the Regular 

Meeting of December 6, 2010 be adjourned. 
   
  Ayes:  Burton, Freeman, Johnson, Lessard, Mang, Oke, Scheel 

Nays:  None 
   
  President Scheel adjourned the meeting at 8:35 p.m. 
   
Off/Supt/jw   
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