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Introduc�on: 
The Smithville Colored Schools have a rich history that reflects the struggle for educa�onal equity and 
the resilience of the African American community in Smithville. Established in 1896, these schools served 
as vital ins�tu�ons for the educa�on of Black children in the area, adap�ng and evolving through 
decades of change. 
 
Historical Overview: 
The first Smithville Colored School was constructed in 1896, following the purchase of land in August of 
that year. This modest two-room wooden frame building laid the founda�on for educa�onal 
opportuni�es for Black children in the community. By 1912, the school expanded to include addi�onal 
classrooms, reflec�ng the growing demand for educa�on. 
Prominent educators such as Mrs. Allen Jackson and Professor William Anderson taught at the school in 
1907, with the highest grade offered being the eighth. In 1924, the original wooden building was 
dismantled, and its materials were repurposed for the new Rosenwald building, a testament to the 
contribu�ons of Julius Rosenwald, a philanthropist dedicated to improving educa�onal condi�ons for 
underprivileged children, par�cularly African Americans. 
 
Significant Developments: 
The establishment of the Rosenwald building marked a significant advancement in educa�onal facili�es, 
featuring a porch, a large auditorium, and numerous classrooms. The Smithville Independent School 
District (SISD) records reveal that E. L. Mellous was appointed principal in 1925, earning $1,000 per year, 
while his wife, Mrs. Mellous, taught for $75 monthly. Over the years, various educators contributed to 
the school's legacy, with Mr. Marshall M. Thomas serving as principal from 1928 un�l 1950. 
Educa�onal opportuni�es were not limited to the main school. Children from surrounding rural areas 
atended neighborhood Black schools, such as Colored Lake School and Sweet Hill School. A�er 
comple�ng seventh grade, students would o�en move to town to con�nue their educa�on, relying on 
rela�ves for lodging. 
 
Despite the systemic inequali�es, the school fostered academic achievement. By 1932, students 
graduated a�er comple�ng eleven grades, with the first class to wear caps and gowns that year. 
Curriculum included subjects such as Algebra, Geometry, English, and La�n, although students o�en 
used hand-me-down textbooks from the white school un�l the mid-1950s. 
 
Integra�on and Transforma�on: 
The mid-20th century brought significant changes as the "separate but equal" policy began to dissolve. 
The SISD ini�ated gradual integra�on, allowing students from Mary A. Brown High School to enroll in 
Smithville High School in the 1964-1965 school year. The transi�on culminated in a landmark decision in 
1965, paving the way for complete integra�on across grades. 
Following the closure of the Mary A. Brown School in 1968, the buildings were repurposed for various 
community programs, including Head Start and Special Educa�on. A significant renova�on in 1980 
improved the facili�es, which now serve as a hub for educa�on and workforce training. 
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Current Use: 
Today, the site of the former Smithville Colored Schools is u�lized by the Smithville Independent School 
District Tiger Academy, an programming endeavor related to students facing specific challenges that 
might hinder their ability to graduate, and the District Alterna�ve Educa�on Program (DAEP), an 
alterna�ve placement program as part of the District’s disciplinary process. The ins�tu�on was recently 
home to the Smithville Workforce Training Center, where programs were hosted to support the 
community's educa�onal and professional development. 
 
Conclusion: 
The Smithville Colored Schools stand as a symbol of the determina�on and perseverance of the African 
American community in Smithville. Their legacy is a testament to the importance of educa�on, equity, 
and resilience in the face of adversity. Recognizing this site with a historic designa�on marker honors the 
contribu�ons of countless individuals who fought for educa�onal access and quality in Smithville. 
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