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Count for the State of Montana: This data is from the 
16-17 school year 

 
 

 



 

Total Number of Special Education Students in the 
State:  17,947 
 
14 %   Native American 
74%   White 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Special Education Data:  Glacier County 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Glacier County 
Total number of sped students:  350 

Total from Browning Public Schools:  300 
White Students:  20 

Multi-Racial Students:  5 
Native American Students:  325 

 
 

 



 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 
Browning Elementary 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Browning Middle School 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

KW-VC 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Browning High School 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hamilton K-12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Whitefish High School 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Whitefish Elementary 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

Ronan High School 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

K. William Harvey Elementary Ronan 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Cut Bank High School 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Cut Bank Middle School 
 
Reported data for 15-16 all special education students 
are Native American 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
      



In the News  

 

      The Current administration plans to suspend last-minute Obama-era 

regulations that required states to set quotas for special-education services 

based on race, known as the “significant disproportionality” rule. Although the 

regulations became binding two days before the end of the Obama 

administration, they have not yet affected children because they required data 

collection and paper-pushing that states were to have completed this coming 

July. That’s a good thing, because if the rule went into effect its biggest victims 

were likely those who don’t need any more disadvantages: minority special-

needs kids. 

 

      The goal was to ensure “equality,” but according to a largely arbitrary 

standard — how much does anyone know about whether a kid needs special 

education just by knowing his or her race? Basically nothing. Saying it does is to 

engage in negative racial stereotyping. 

 

     In most prior studies, researchers concluded that minority children were 

being over-identified as disabled and suggested that schools may be using 

discriminatory identification practices. Concerns that minority children were 

being misidentified as disabled subsequently led to federal legislation and 

policies requiring U.S. schools to monitor the extent to which minority children 

are over-represented in special education. 

 

     However, the prior empirical work used to justify federal legislation and 

policies had largely not accounted for alternative explanations, including minority 

children’s well-known greater exposure to the risk factors for disability (e.g., 

https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/fact-sheet-equity-idea
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/fact-sheet-equity-idea


poverty, low birthweight, lead exposure) that in turn would result in elevated 

likelihood of experiencing cognitive and behavioral impairments and attending 

academic and behavioral difficulties in school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


