
Homedale Elementary School Memo   
 
To:  Homedale Board of Trustees, Superintendent Rob Sauer 
From:  Dr. Tate B. Castleton, Principal  

Date:  January 5, 2026 
Re:  Report to Board of Trustees 

 
STUDENT ENROLLMENT UPDATE AT HES: Here are the latest numbers from Homedale Elementary 
School as of 1/5: 
 
K: 76     
1: 89     
2: 84 
3: 91 
4: 107 
 
Total: 447 
 
Female: 222 (49.9%) 
Male: 225 (50.1%) 
 
Attendance as of 1/5/26: 92.84% 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AMIRA PROGRESS AT HES: Amira is the state-approved, AI-powered assessment platform used to 
administer the mandatory Idaho Reading Indicator (IRI) for K–3 students. It assesses students twice a 
year (fall and spring) by having students read aloud to an AI tutor that analyzes oral reading accuracy, 
fluency, and overall reading skills, helping identify students at risk for reading difficulties, including 
dyslexia. In addition to the required benchmark assessments, our school administers Amira monthly to 
closely monitor student progress, inform instruction, and target reading interventions more precisely. 

 
As a school we are making steady progress toward our year-end goal to have at least 70% of our 
students proficient on the AMIRA assessment by May. Achieving at least 70% proficiency on the state 
reading assessment reflects strong early literacy instruction and is critical to long-term student success. 
Early reading proficiency supports learning across all subjects, increases student engagement, reduces 
the risk of future academic struggles, and contributes to higher graduation rates and workforce 
readiness. Reaching this benchmark also indicates effective use of instructional practices and resources 
while establishing a foundation for lifelong learning and economic productivity. 
 
 
 



 
As seen below, we are also seeing strong and consistent rates of improvement on AMIRA across the 
board.  

 

 
Our teachers are working hard, continuously improving their craft, and consistently collaborate to meet 
every student’s needs. We will continue to work hard and focus on helping our students excel in reading 
and all other areas during the second half of the school year!  
 
 
 
 
 



ANNUAL DECK THE DOORS CONTEST WINNERS: Our 4th Annual Deck the Doors contest was a lot of fun 
and we were excited to name this year’s winners!  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOST CREATIVE DESIGN:  

Extended Resource –  

Taryn Cook & Team 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 

DECK THE DOORS GRAND PRIZE:  

Reading Room - Teri, Heather, & Team 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
HONORABLE MENTION: 2D - Mrs. Anderson's Class 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
January 19th  No School – Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
January 23rd  Staff In-Service 
February 6th  Student Support Day/Staff In-Service 
February 16th  No School – President’s Day 
March 6th  Student Support Day/Staff In-Service 
March 12th  End of 3rd Quarter 
 


