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Community Relations 

Visitors to and Conduct on School Property 1 

The following definitions apply to this policy: 

School property - District and school buildings, grounds, and parking areas; vehicles used 

for school purposes; and any location used for a School Board meeting, school athletic event, 

or other school-sponsored or school-sanctioned events or activities. 2 

Visitor - Any person other than an enrolled student or District employee. 

All visitors to school property are required to report to the Building Principal’s office and receive 

permission to remain on school property. All visitors must sign a visitors’ log, show identification, 

and wear a visitor’s badge. When leaving the school, visitors must return their badge. On those 

occasions when large groups of parents/guardians, friends, and/or community members are invited 

onto school property or when community members are attending Board meetings, visitors are not 

required to sign in but must follow school officials’ instructions. Persons on school property without 

permission will be directed to leave and may be subject to criminal prosecution. 3 

Except as provided in the next paragraph, any person wishing to confer with a staff member should 

contact that staff member to make an appointment. Conferences with teachers are held, to the extent 

possible, outside school hours or during the teacher’s conference/preparation period. 

Requests to access a school building, facility, and/or educational program, or to interview personnel 

or a student for purposes of assessing the student’s special education needs, should be made at the 

appropriate building. Access shall be facilitated according to guidelines from the Superintendent or 

designee. 4 

                                                      
The footnotes are not intended to be part of the adopted policy; they should be removed before the policy is adopted. 

1 State or federal law controls this policy’s content. Boards may make and enforce reasonable rules of conduct and 

sportsmanship for school events and deny future admission to school events to violators for up to one year provided a notice 

and hearing are given. 105 ILCS 5/24-24. See f/n 20 below. 

This policy contains an item on which collective bargaining may be required. Any policy that impacts upon wages, 

hours, and terms and conditions of employment, is subject to collective bargaining upon request by the employee 

representative, even if the policy involves an inherent managerial right. 

2 School-sponsored or school-sanctioned events or activities aligns with the text of 105 ILCS 5/27-23.7(a). 

3 This paragraph is up to the local board’s discretion. Many public school buildings were built before school security 

was the concern it is now. A first step in creating a secure environment is to manage access to school buildings. Along with 

limiting the entrances that may be used, school officials should post signs with instructions for visitors and a warning to 

trespassers. Signs may be as simple as “Visitors Must Report to Office” and “No Trespassing – Violators will be 

Prosecuted.” Applicable criminal trespass laws include: 720 ILCS 5/21-1 (criminal damage to property); 5/21-1.2 

(institutional vandalism); 5/21-3 (criminal trespass to real property); 5/21-5 (criminal trespass to State supported land); 5/21-

5.5 (criminal trespass to a safe school zone); 5/21-9 (criminal trespass to a place of public amusement); 5/21-11 (distributing 

or delivering written or printed solicitation on school property). This sample policy identifies board members as visitors.  

The following optional provisions must be modified according to local conditions: 

Option 1: The Superintendent or designee may post certain school facilities for the community’s use on non-school 

days when they are not being used for school purposes. 

Option 2: The Superintendent or designee shall manage a program to allow community use of the following facilities 

on non-school days, during the daylight, provided they are not being used for school purposes: tennis 

courts, playground, and track. 

4 105 ILCS 5/14-8.02(g-5). See administrative procedure 6:120-AP2, Access to Classrooms and Personnel, and exhibit 

6:120-AP2, E1, Request to Access Classroom(s) or Personnel for Special Education Evaluation and/or Observation 

Purposes. 
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The School District expects mutual respect, civility, and orderly conduct among all people on school 

property or at a school event. No person on school property or at a school event (including visitors, 

students, and employees) shall perform any of the following acts: 

1. Strike, injure, threaten, harass, or intimidate a staff member, Board member, sports official or 

coach, or any other person. 5 

2. Behave in an unsportsmanlike manner, or use vulgar or obscene language. 

3. Unless specifically permitted by State law, possess a weapon, any object that can reasonably 

be considered a weapon or looks like a weapon, or any dangerous device. 6 

4. Damage or threaten to damage another’s property. 7 

5. Damage or deface school property. 8 

6. Violate any Illinois law,9 or town or county ordinance. 

7. Smoke or otherwise use tobacco products. 10 

8. Distribute, consume, use, possess, or be impaired by or under the influence of an alcoholic 

beverage, cannabis, other lawful product, or illegal drug. 11 

9. Be present when the person’s alcoholic beverage, cannabis, other lawful product, or illegal 

drug consumption is detectible, regardless of when and/or where the use occurred. 12 

10. Use or possess medical cannabis, unless he or she has complied with policy 7:270, 

Administering Medicines to Students, implementing Ashley’s Law. 13 

                                                      
The footnotes are not intended to be part of the adopted policy; they should be removed before the policy is adopted. 

5 See e.g., 720 ILCS 5/12-2(aggravated assault); 5/12-3.05(c) and (d)(3)(crimes on school property; aggravated battery 

(a sports official or coach or school employee); 5/12-9(threats to public officials); 5/24-1.2(discharge of a firearm). 

6 With one exception, a license to carry a firearm does not permit an individual to carry a concealed firearm on or into 

any building, real property, and or parking area under the control of an elementary or secondary school, or any bus paid for 

in whole or part with public funds. 430 ILCS 66/65(a), amended by P.A. 99-29. The following optional provision adds that 

exception, which is a restatement of 430 ILCS 66/65(b), amended by P.A. 99-29, to the text in number 3: 

An individual licensed to carry a concealed firearm under the Illinois Firearm Concealed Carry Act is permitted 

to: (a) carry a concealed firearm within a vehicle into a parking area controlled by a school or the District and may 

store a firearm or ammunition concealed in a case within a locked vehicle or locked container out of plain view 

within the vehicle in the parking area, and/or (b) carry a concealed firearm in the immediate area surrounding his 

or her vehicle in a parking area controlled by a school or the District for the limited purpose of storing or 

retrieving a firearm within the vehicle’s trunk. 

Other relevant weapons laws include 705 ILCS 405/5-407, 720 ILCS 5/24-9; 725 ILCS 5/110-4, 5/110-10 (firearms in 

schools); 720 ILCS 5/24-1.2, 5/24-3 (discharge of firearm near school); 705 ILCS 405/5-130, 405/5-805 (minor 15 years or 

older who commits aggravated battery with a firearm at school is tried as an adult). 

7 See e.g., 720 ILCS 5/2-19.5, 5/16-1, 5/18-1, 5/19-1,21-1, and 5/21-1.3 (property damage penalties). 

8 See e.g., 720 ILCS 5/21-1.01, 21-1.3. 

9 See e.g., 720 ILCS 5/11-9.3 (presence within school zone by child sex offenders prohibited), 5/11-14(prostitution), 

5/11-15(repealed), and 5/11-18(patronizing a prostitute); 720 ILCS 5/21-11 (soliciting students to commit illegal act). 

10 Required by 105 ILCS 5/10-20.5b and 410 ILCS 82/1 et seq. Federal law prohibits smoking inside schools (20 U.S.C. 

§6083); districts failing to comply with the federal no-smoking ban risk a civil penalty of up to $1000 per violation per day. 

11 See 720 ILCS 570/407 (delivery of controlled substance on or within 1000 feet of a school) and 410 ILCS 705, added 

by P.A. 101-27. See also the discussion in f/ns 5 and 6 of policy 5:50, Drug- and Alcohol-Free Workplace; E-Cigarette, 

Tobacco, and Cannabis Prohibition; this statement must be consistent with employee working conditions and employee 

conduct standards (see 5:120-AP2, Employee Conduct Standards). 

12 Each board and superintendent may want to engage in a conversation regarding how the district might partner with 

local law enforcement to enforce this policy and the penalties available under the Cannabis Regulation Tax Act, e.g., posting 

signs barring community members from bringing in weapons, alcohol, cannabis, tobacco, etc. Signage reminding visitors of 

the policy may make it easier for staff and/or local law enforcement to enforce. 
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11. Impede, delay, disrupt, or otherwise interfere with any school activity or function (including 

using cellular phones in a disruptive manner). 14 

12. Enter upon any portion of school premises at any time for purposes other than those that are 

lawful and authorized by the Board. 

13. Operate a motor vehicle: (a) in a risky manner, (b) in excess of 20 miles per hour, or (c) in 

violation of an authorized District employee’s directive. 15 

14. Engage in any risky behavior, including roller-blading, roller-skating, or skateboarding. 16 

15. Violate other District policies or regulations, or a directive from an authorized security officer 

or District employee. 

16. Engage in any conduct that interferes with, disrupts, or adversely affects the District or a 

School function. 

Convicted Child Sex Offender 17 

State law prohibits a child sex offender from being present on school property or loitering within 500 

feet of school property when persons under the age of 18 are present, unless the offender is: 

1. A parent/guardian of a student attending the school and has notified the Building Principal of 

his or her presence at the school for the purpose of: (i) attending a conference at the school 

with school personnel to discuss the progress of his or her child academically or socially, (ii) 

participating in child review conferences in which evaluation and placement decisions may 

be made with respect to his or her child regarding special education services, or (iii) attending 

conferences to discuss other student issues concerning his or her child such as retention and 

promotion; or 

                                                                                                                                                                     
The footnotes are not intended to be part of the adopted policy; they should be removed before the policy is adopted. 

13 Managing cannabis on district property and the school setting presents many unsettled and complex legal issues. To 

legally use medical cannabis in Illinois, an individual must first become a registered qualifying patient. The use of cannabis 

by a registered qualifying patient is permitted only in accordance with the Compassionate Use of Medical Cannabis 

Program Act (Medical Cannabis Program Act (MCPA)). 410 ILCS 130/, amended by P.A. 101-363, eff. 1-1-20 and 

scheduled to be repealed on 7-1-20. There are many situations in which no one, even a registered qualifying patient, may 

possess or use cannabis, including (a) in a school bus, (b) on the grounds of any preschool or primary or secondary school, 

or (c) in close physical proximity to anyone under the age of 18 years of age. 410 ILCS 130/30(a)(2), (3), and (4), amended 

by P.A. 101-363, eff. 1-1-20 and scheduled to be repealed on 7-1-20. However, Ashley’s Law, 105 ILCS 5/22-33(b) and (g), 

added by P.A. 100-660, allows designated caregivers to administer medical cannabis infused products to students who are 

registered qualifying patients at school or on the school bus, and requires school boards to adopt a policy to implement the 

law unless the district would lose federal funding. See policy 7:270, Administering Medicines to Students and its f/n 20. 

Remember that Ashley’s Law requires the designated caregiver to remove the product from the school premises or the 

school bus after administering it to the student, so as a result, policy 7:270, Administering Medicines to Students, requires 

immediate removal of medical cannabis infused products after administering them to the student (see f/n 25 of that policy 

for further discussions). 

14 See e.g., 720 ILCS 5/21.2-1 et seq. (interference with a public institution of education). 

15 See e.g., 625 ILCS 5/11-605 (special speed limit zones). 625 ILCS 5/12-610.1(e), prohibits wireless telephone use while 

operating a motor vehicle on a roadway in a school speed zone except for emergency purposes. 

16 The pivotal question in a negligence case is whether the defendant acted reasonably. A ban on roller-blading 

demonstrates that the district took reasonable steps to reduce the risk of injury. 

17 720 ILCS 5/11-9.3. The statute assigns the child sex offender the “duty to remain under the direct supervision of a 

school official.” In order to ensure this happens and to protect students, the sample policy requires the superintendent, or 

designee who is a certified employee, to supervise a child sex offender whenever the offender is in a child’s vicinity. See 

also the Sex Offender Community Notification Law (730 ILCS 152/101 et seq.); Murderer and Violent Offender Against 

Youth Community Notification Law (730 ILCS 154/75-105); policy 4:170, Safety; and administrative procedure 4:175-AP1, 

Criminal Offender Notification Laws; Screening. 
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2. Has permission to be present from the Board, Superintendent, or Superintendent’s designee. 

If permission is granted, the Superintendent or Board President shall provide the details of the 

offender’s upcoming visit to the Building Principal. 

In all cases, the Superintendent, or designee who is a certified employee, shall supervise a child sex 

offender whenever the offender is in a child’s vicinity. 

Exclusive Bargaining Representative Agent 18 

Authorized agents of an exclusive bargaining representative, upon notifying the Building Principal’s 

office, may meet with a school employee (or group of employees) in the school building during duty-

free times of such employees. 

Enforcement 

Any staff member may request identification from any person on school property; refusal to provide 

such information is a criminal act.19 The Building Principal or designee shall seek the immediate 

removal of any person who refuses to provide requested identification. 

Any person who engages in conduct prohibited by this policy may be ejected from school property. 

The person is also subject to being denied admission to school events or meetings for up to one 

calendar year. 20 

Procedures to Deny Future Admission to School Events or Meetings 

Before any person may be denied admission to school events or meetings as provided in this policy, 

the person has a right to a hearing before the Board. The Superintendent may refuse the person 

admission pending such hearing. The Superintendent or designee must provide the person with a 

hearing notice, delivered or sent by certified mail with return receipt requested, at least ten days 

before the Board hearing date. The hearing notice must contain: 21 

                                                      
The footnotes are not intended to be part of the adopted policy; they should be removed before the policy is adopted. 

18 105 ILCS 5/24-24 and 24-25. If a provision contained in a collective bargaining agreement addresses this issue, it 

will supersede this policy for those covered employees. In such cases, the board policy should be amended to state, “Please 

refer to the applicable collective bargaining agreement.” For employees not covered, the policy should reflect the board’s 

current practice. Duty-free time is used to provide a district with discretion about whether preparation time, etc. may be 

used. 

Consult the board attorney about this subhead. It is an item on which collective bargaining may be required. Any policy 

that impacts wages, hours, or terms and conditions of employment, is subject to collective bargaining upon request by the 

employee representative, even if the policy involves an inherent managerial right. Amend the language to reflect what is 

recommended by the board attorney. 

19 Id. 

20 See Nuding v. Cerro Gordo Community Unit School Dist., 313 Ill. App.3d 344 (4th Dist. 2000) (board was 

authorized to ban parent from attending all school events and extracurricular activities by 105 ILCS 5/24-24; the ban was 

based on the parent’s exposing a toy gun and a pocketknife at a board meeting); Jordan ex rel. Edwards v. O’Fallon Tp. 

High School Dist., 302 Ill.App.3d 1070 (5th Dist. 1999) (105 ILCS 5/24-24 did not give a high school athlete the right, 

under the due process clause, to a notice and hearing before he could be suspended from participating in interscholastic 

athletics; the statute expands the schools’ authority to ban people from attending school events for breaching conduct and 

sportsmanship code). 

21 Id. For ease of administration, this text is broader than 105 ILCS 5/24-24, requiring a hearing for both school events 

and meetings. The court in Nuding (see f/n 20, above) did not specifically answer whether a board meeting qualified as a 

school event under 105 ILCS 5/24-24, but upheld the board’s right to enforce conduct rules at its meetings under 105 ILCS 

5/10-20.5. 

For boards that wish to narrow the policy text to mirror 105 ILCS 5/24-24, delete the following text from the subhead 

and the first sentence of the policy: 

Procedures to Deny Future Admission to School Events or Meetings 
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1. The date, time, and place of the Board hearing; 

2. A description of the prohibited conduct; 

3. The proposed time period that admission to school events will be denied; and 

4. Instructions on how to waive a hearing. 22 

LEGAL REF.: Nuding v. Cerro Gordo Community Unit School Dist., 313 Ill. App.3d 344 (4th 

Dist. 2000). 

20 U.S.C. §7181 et seq., Pro-Children Act of 1994. 

105 ILCS 5/10-20.5b, 5/22-33, 5/24-24, 5/24-25, and 5/27-23.7(a). 

410 ILCS 130/, Compassionate Use of Medical Cannabis Program Act. 

430 ILCS 66/, Firearm Concealed Carry Act. 

410 ILCS 705/, Cannabis Tax and Regulation Act. 

720 ILCS 5/11-9.3. 

CROSS REF.: 4:170 (Safety), 5:50 (Drug- and Alcohol-Free Workplace; E-Cigarette, Tobacco, 

and Cannabis Prohibition), 6:120 (Education of Children with Disabilities), 6:250 

(Community Resource Persons and Volunteers), 7:190 (Student Behavior), 7:270 

(Administering Medicines to Students), 8:20 (Community Use of School 

Facilities) 

 

                                                                                                                                                                     
The footnotes are not intended to be part of the adopted policy; they should be removed before the policy is adopted. 

Before any person may be denied admission to school events or meetings as provided in this policy, the person has a 

right to a hearing before the Board. 

Consult the board attorney before deleting the above text, especially if the board has put the current text into practice and 

now plans to narrow it. This issue involves a balancing of a board’s interest in the orderly transaction of its public business 

and the efficiency of its meetings against an individual’s: (a) statutory rights attend meetings and/or comment to and ask 

questions of the board (105 ILCS 5/10-16 and 5 ILCS 120/2.06(g)) and (b) constitutional freedoms and rights of speech, the 

press, assembly, and to petition the government (U.S. Constitution, First Amendment and Ill. Constitution, Art. I, §§ 1, 2, 4, 

and 5). 

If a violator is a student, the hearing should be held in a closed meeting. 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(9). 

If, however, the violator is not a student, the hearing must be held in an open session. 

22 The hearing requirement is for the violator’s benefit and, consequently, the violator should be able to waive it. 
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Community Relations 

Administrative Procedure - Parental Involvement 1 

Building Principals shall advocate effective, comprehensive family involvement in education that will 

promote parents/guardians becoming active partners in education. Building Principals shall, at least 

once every semester, provide a written report to the Superintendent on parental involvement programs 

and efforts in their buildings. This administrative procedure identifies opportunities for parental 

involvement. 

The District or school provides notices to parents/guardians on the following topics (list may not 

be exhaustive): 

Public hearing on holding school or scheduling teachers’ institutes, parent-teacher conferences, or 

staff development on certain holidays. 105 ILCS 5/24-2(b)(2). 

Free and reduced-price food service. 7 C.F.R. §245.5; 23 Ill.Admin.Code §305.10(c). 

Fee waiver. 23 Ill.Admin.Code §1.245. 

Applications of pest control and/or lawn care products. 225 ILCS 235/10.3, 415 ILCS 65/3. 

Instruction on recognizing and avoiding sexual abuse. 105 ILCS 5/27-13.2. 

Parental school visitation rights. 820 ILCS 147/25. 

Child’s placement in English learner programs. 105 ILCS 5/14C-4. 

Major school-sponsored events, including parent-teacher conferences, given to non-custodial 

parents. 105 ILCS 5/10-21.8. 

Unexplained absence from school of a student in K-8 (within two hours). 105 ILCS 5/26-3b. 

Graduation requirements, particularly when a student’s eligibility for graduation may be in 

question. 23 Ill.Admin.Code §1.440(e). 

A student’s suspension and/or expulsion. 105 ILCS 5/10-22.6. 

Electronic audio and/or visual recording devices if located on school buses. 720 ILCS 5/14-3(m). 

Physician who prescribes District’s supply of epinephrine injectors is protected from liability, 

with limited exceptions. 105 ILCS 5/22-30(c). 

Availability of the District report card. 105 ILCS 5/10-17a(5). 

District’s intent to withdraw from a special education joint agreement, if applicable. 105 ILCS 

5/10-22.31, amended by P.A. 101-164. 2 

See also: 

6:170-AP2, Notice to Parents Required by Elementary and Secondary Education Act, 

McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, and Protection of Pupil Rights Act 

7:190-E2, Student Handbook Checklist 

7:340-AP1, E1, Notice to Parents/Guardians and Students of Their Rights Concerning a 

Student’s School Records 

                                                      
The footnotes should be removed before the material is used. 

1 Sample materials on parental involvement are also covered in 6:170, Title I Programs, for those districts that receive 

Title I funds. Districts that do not receive Title I funds may use this sample procedure exclusively. Title I imposes additional 

requirements for parent and family engagement programs; these requirement are covered in 6:170, Title I Programs; 6:170-

AP1, Checklist for Development, Implementation and Maintenance of Parent and Family Engagement Compacts for Title I 

Programs; 6:170-AP1, E1, District-Level Parent and Family Engagement Compact; and 6:170-AP1, E2, School-Level Parent 

and Family Engagement Compact. 

2 Remove this item if the District is not a member of a special education cooperative. 
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State laws have created parental involvement opportunities on the following topics: 

Students Records 

Parents/guardians have many rights concerning their student’s school records, including the right 

to access the records (105 ILCS 10/5); the right to challenge the content (105 ILCS 10/7); and 

a non-custodial parent has the right to receive copies of school correspondence and reports 

(105 ILCS 5/10-21.8). 

Parent-Teacher Advisory Committees 

The School Board establishes a parent-teacher advisory committee(s) on student discipline and 

behavior interventions for special education students. 105 ILCS 5/10-20.14 and 5/14-8.05(c). 

Curriculum Involvement 

The District must involve the parents/guardians of a child with disabilities in their child’s 

education and placement. 20 U.S.C. §1414 and 1415; 34 C.F.R. §300.322, 501, 503, 504, 507 

and 508; 105 ILCS 5/14-1 et seq., 23 Ill.Admin.Code §§226.500, 510, 520, 530 and 610. 

If a parent/guardian objects, the student is not required to take sex education classes or courses. 

105 ILCS 5/27-9.1, 5/27-9.2, and 110/3. 

A parent/guardian has the right to examine instructional materials to be used in sex education 

classes or courses. 105 ILCS 5/27-9.1(a-5), 5/27-9.2, and 110/3. 

The Board determines the instructional program with involvement of parents/guardians. 23 

Ill.Admin.Code §1.410. 

The District may consult with parent/guardian on an individual remediation plan for students 

demonstrating a proficiency level comparable to the average pupil performance one grade or 

more below current placement. 105 ILCS 5/2-3.64(b), repealed by P.A. 98-972, eff. 8-15-14; 

however, there is no penalty for continuing this practice when it is in the best interests of a 

student. 

The District must notify parents/guardians of graduation requirements and when a student’s 

eligibility for graduation may be in question. 23 Ill.Admin.Code §1.440(e). 

The Board may use parent/guardian volunteers as: (1) assistants under the immediate supervision 

of a certificated teacher (105 ILCS 5/10-22.34); (2) supervisors, chaperones, or sponsors for 

non-academic activities (105 ILCS 5/10-22.34a); and (3) guest lecturers or resource persons 

under the immediate supervision of a certificated teacher (105 ILCS 5/10-22.34b). 

Upon a parent/guardian’s request, a student must be released for religious instruction or 

observance. 105 ILCS 5/26-1(5). 

The District must post the school report card on its website and, upon request, send it to 

parents/guardians. If the District does not maintain a website, the report card must be sent to 

parents/guardians without request. The District must send a written notice home to 

parents/guardians stating: (1) that the report card is available on the website; (2) the website 

address; (3) that a printed copy will be sent upon request; and (4) the telephone number to 

call to request a printed copy. 105 ILCS 5/10-17a. 

Conferences and Hearings 

The District must notify parents/guardians and consult with them and keep them involved with 

the education and placement of their child with disabilities. 20 U.S.C. §1414 and 1415; 34 

C.F.R. §300.322, 501, 503, 504, 507 and 508; 105 ILCS 5/14-1 et seq., 23 Ill.Admin.Code 

§§226.500, 510, 520, 530 and 610. 

If applicable, the District must notify all parents/guardians of students with disabilities residing in 

the District of its intent to withdraw from the special education joint agreement and hold a 
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public hearing to review the District’s plan for educating students after the withdrawal. 105 

ILCS 5/10-22.31, amended by P.A. 101-164. 3 

Parents/guardians have the right to an unpaid leave from work to attend educational or behavioral 

conferences. 820 ILCS 147/1 et seq. 

The District may use two days for parent-teacher conferences and may add more days to the 

teacher work year subject to collective bargaining. 105 ILCS 5/3-11. 

A non-custodial parent receives notices of parent-teacher conferences. 105 ILCS 5/10-21.8. 

A hearing with the parents/guardians must precede a student’s expulsion. 105 ILCS 5/10-22.6(a). 

Report on Parental Involvement 

Parental involvement must be included in the school report card. 105 ILCS 5/10-17a. 

The following Board policies provide opportunities for parental involvement: 

School Board 

2:150 Committees 

2:260 Uniform Grievance Procedure 

Operational Services 

4:10 Fiscal and Business Management 

4:110 Transportation 

4:130 Free and Reduced-Price Food Services 

4:140 Waiver of Student Fees 

4:160 Environmental Quality of Buildings and Grounds 

4:170 Safety 

Personnel 

5:230 Maintaining Student Discipline 

Instruction 

6:60 Curriculum Content 

6:120 Education of Children with Disabilities 

6:140 Education of Homeless Children 

6:145 Migrant Students 

6:150 Home and Hospital Instruction 

6:160 English Learners 

6:170 Title I Programs 

6:180 Extended Instructional Programs 

6:190 Extracurricular and Co-Curricular Activities 

6:235 Access to Electronic Networks 

6:270 Guidance and Counseling Program 

6:280 Grading and Promotion 

6:300 Graduation Requirements 

6:310 High School Credit for Non-District Experiences; Course Substitutions; Re-Entering 

 Students 

6:340 Student Testing and Assessment Program 

Students 

7:15 Student and Family Privacy Rights 

                                                      
The footnotes should be removed before the material is used. 

3 Remove this item if the District is not a member of a special education cooperative. 



 

8:95-AP Page 4 of 5 
©2019 Policy Reference Education Subscription Service 

Illinois Association of School Boards. All Rights Reserved.  
Please review this material with your school board attorney before use. 

7:20 Harassment of Students Prohibited 

7:30 Student Assignment and Intra-District Transfer 

7:40 Nonpublic School Students, Including Parochial and Home-Schooled Students 

7:50 School Admissions and Student Transfers To and From Non-District Schools 

7:60 Residence  

7:70 Attendance and Truancy 

7:80 Release Time for Religious Instruction/Observance 

7:90 Release During School Hours 

7:100 Health, Eye, and Dental Examinations; Immunizations; and Exclusion of Students 

7:165 School Uniforms 

7:170 Vandalism 

7:180 Prevention of and Response to Bullying, Intimidation, and Harassment 

7:185 Teen Dating Violence Prohibited 

7:190 Student Behavior 

7:200 Suspension Procedures 

7:210 Expulsion Procedures 

7:220 Bus Conduct 

7:230 Misconduct by Students with Disabilities 

7:240 Conduct Code for Participants in Extracurricular Activities 

7:250 Student Support Services 

7:260 Exemption from Physical Education 

7:270 Administering Medicines to Students 

7:275 Orders to Forgo Life-Sustaining Treatment 

7:280 Communicable and Chronic Infectious Disease 
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Community Relations 

8:30 Visitors to and Conduct on School Property 

8:90 Parent Organizations and Booster Clubs 

8:95 Parental Involvement 

School-level parental involvement programs include: 

1. Keeping parents/guardians thoroughly informed about their child’s school and programs. 

Develop and distribute a comprehensive student handbook. 

Distribute information to parents/guardians on their school visitation rights. 

Promote open houses. 

Promote parent/guardian-teacher conferences. 

Provide progress reporting and report cards, and keep parents/guardians informed when their 

child is not adequately progressing and there is a likelihood he or she may be retained. 

Publish newsletters. 

Sponsor financial information nights. 

2. Encouraging involvement in their child’s school and education. 

Support and encourage parents/guardians volunteer opportunities. 

Work with the PTO to promote parents/guardians volunteer opportunities. 

Develop and use outreach programs to community groups and organizations. 
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3. Establishing effective two-way communication between all parents/guardians and District 

personnel. 

Monthly Building Principal coffees. 

Work with PTO leadership to ensure parental input. 

Train personnel to collaborate with families of diverse backgrounds, including backgrounds 

that might impede parental participation, e.g., illiteracy or language difficulty. 

4. Seeking the advice of parents/guardians on school governance issues and methods to fulfill the 

District’s educational mission. 

Work with PTO leadership to ensure parental input. 

Establish a school-community advisory committee to identify, consider, and discuss 

educational problems and issues. 

5. Informing parents/guardians how they can assist their children’s learning 

Provide information to parents/guardians about activities they can do at home. 

Provide programs on how to establish a home environment that supports learning and 

appropriate behavior. 

Implement a homework-hotline. 
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Community Relations 

Exhibit - Letter Notifying Parents/Guardians of School Visitation Rights 

On District letterhead 

Date 

Dear Parents/Guardians: 

The School Visitation Rights Act permits employed parents/guardians, who are unable to meet with 

educators because of a work conflict, the right to time off from work to attend necessary educational 

or behavioral conferences at their child’s school. Please review the following copy of this Act to 

determine if you are entitled to a school visitation leave. 

Sincerely, 

Superintendent 

******************************************************************************** 

SCHOOL VISITATION RIGHTS ACT 

820 ILCS 147/, amended by P.A. 101-486, eff. 8-1-20 

147/1. Short title 

This Act may be cited as the School Visitation Rights Act. 

147/5. Policy 

The General Assembly of the State of Illinois finds that the basis of a strong economy is an 

educational system reliant upon parental involvement. The intent of this Act is to permit employed 

parents and guardians who are unable to meet with educators because of a work conflict the right to 

an allotment of time during the school year to attend necessary educational or behavioral conferences 

at the school their children attend. 

147/10. Definitions 

As used in this Act: 

(a) “Employee” means a person who performs services for hire for an employer for: 

(1) at least 6 consecutive months immediately preceding a request for leave under this Act; and 

(2) an average number of hours per week equal to at least one-half the full-time equivalent 

position in the employer’s job classification, as defined by the employer’s personnel policies 

or practices or in accordance with a collective bargaining agreement, during those 6 months. 

“Employee” includes all individuals meeting the above criteria but does not include an 

independent contractor. 

(b) “Employer” means any of the following: a State agency, officer, or department, a unit of local 

government, a school district, an individual, a corporation, a partnership, an association, or a 

nonprofit organization. 
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(c) “Child” means a biological, adopted or foster child, a stepchild or a legal ward of an employee 

and who is enrolled in a primary or secondary public or private school in this State or a state 

which shares a common boundary with Illinois. 

(d) “School” means any public or private primary or secondary school or educational facility located 

in this State or a state which shares a common boundary with Illinois. 

(e) “School administrator” means the principal or similar administrator who is responsible for the 

operations of the school. 

147/15. School conference and activity leave 

(a) An employer must grant an employee leave of up to a total of 8 hours during any school year, and 

no more than 4 hours of which may be taken on any given day, to attend school conferences, 

behavioral meetings, or academic meetings related to the employee’s child if the conference or 

meeting cannot be scheduled during non-work hours; however, no leave may be taken by an 

employee of an employer that is subject to this Act unless the employee has exhausted all accrued 

vacation leave, personal leave, compensatory leave and any other leave that may be granted to the 

employee except sick leave and disability leave. Before arranging attendance at the conference or 

activity, the employee shall provide the employer with a written request for leave at least 7 days 

in advance of the time the employee is required to utilize the visitation right. In emergency 

situations, no more than 24 hours’ notice shall be required. The employee must consult with the 

employer to schedule the leave so as not to disrupt unduly the operations of the employer. 

(b) Nothing in this Act requires that the leave be paid. 

(c) For regularly scheduled, non-emergency visitations, schools shall make time available for 

visitation during regular school hours and evening hours. 

147/20. Compensation 

An employee who utilizes or seeks to utilize the rights afforded by this Act may choose the 

opportunity to make up the time so taken as guaranteed by this Act on a different day or shift as 

directed by the employer. An employee who exercises his rights under this Act shall not be required 

to make up the time taken, but if such employee does not make up the time taken, such employee 

shall not be compensated for the time taken. An employee who does make up the time taken shall be 

paid at the same rate as paid for normal working time. Employers shall make a good faith effort to 

permit an employee to make up the time taken for the purposes of this Act. If no reasonable 

opportunity exists for the employee to make up the time taken, the employee shall not be paid for the 

time. A reasonable opportunity to make up the time taken does not include the scheduling of make-up 

time in a manner that would require the payment of wages on an overtime basis. Notwithstanding any 

other provision of this Section, if unpaid leave under this Act conflicts with the unreduced 

compensation requirement for exempt employees under the federal Fair Labor Standards Act, an 

employer may require an employee to make up the leave hours within the same pay period. 

147/25. Notification 

The State Superintendent of Education shall notify each public and private primary and secondary 

school of this Act. Each public and private school shall notify parents or guardians of the school’s 

students of their school visitation rights. The Department of Labor shall notify employers of this Act. 

147/30. Verification 

Upon completion of school visitation rights by a parent or guardian, the school administrator shall 

provide the parent or guardian documentation of the school visitation. The parent or guardian shall 

submit such verification to the employer. The State Superintendent and the Director of the 
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Department of Labor shall suggest a standard form of documentation of school visitation to schools 

for use as required by this Section. The standard form of documentation shall include, but not be 

limited to, the exact time and date the visitation occurred and ended. Failure of a parent or guardian to 

submit the verification statement from the school to his or her employer within 2 working days of the 

school visitation subjects the employee to the standard disciplinary procedures imposed by the 

employer for unexcused absences from work. 

147/35. Employee rights 

A. No employee shall lose any employee benefits, except as provided for in Section 20 of this Act, 

for exercising his or her rights under this Act. Nothing in this Act shall be construed to affect an 

employer’s obligation to comply with any collective bargaining agreement or employee benefit 

plan. Nothing in this Act shall prevent an employer from providing school visitation rights in 

excess of the requirements of this Act. The rights afforded by this Act shall not be diminished by 

any collective bargaining act or by any employee benefit plan. 

B. An employer may not terminate an employee for an absence from work if the absence is due 

solely to the employee’s attendance at a school conference, behavioral meeting, or academic 

meeting, as provided in Section 15. 

147/40. Applicability 

This Act applies solely to public and private employers that employ at least 50 or more individuals in 

Illinois, and to their employees. 

147/45. Violation 

Any employer who violates this Act is guilty of a petty offense and may be fined not more than $100 

for each offense. 

147/49. Limits on leave 

No employer that is subject to this Act is required to grant school visitation leave to an employee if 

granting the leave would result in more than 5% of the employer’s work force or 5% of an employer’s 

work force shift taking school conference or activity leave at the same time. 
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