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Dear W:

This letter is in response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request dated November 13, 2025, and received in
my office on November 13, 2025.

In your letter you requested the following:

What | am requesting for prompt disclosure are records in your possession detailing your discussions about [1] the Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission (EEQC) as a federal agency of the United States government which has on (or
around) July 13th 2022 concluded the processing of FOIA Request Case No.: 820 — 2022 — 005060 by affirming to
Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W that (i) they do not recognize the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) as an
“independent federal agency created in 1965;” (ii) they have absoclutely no knowledge of the awards granted by the NEH
for “top-rated proposal examined by panels of independent, external reviewers;” (iii) they have absolutely no knowledge of
the NEH defining the term “humanities” as the “study and interpretation of language, linguistics, literature, history,
jurisprudence, philosophy, archeology, comparative religion, ethics etc;” iv [2] the NEH as a federal agency of the United
States government which has on (or around) March 24th 2022 concluded the processing of FOIA Request Case No.: 22 —
26 by affirming to Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W that they have never contacted (i) the Nationai Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) before publishing (on their official website) a brief biography of Jean Seberg
stating that “Jean Seberg had become a member of the NAACP at the age of 14 (fourteen)” in 1952; (ii) the Department of
Justice (DOJ) Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) before publishing (on their official website) a brief biography of Jean
Seberg stating that Jean Seberg was “defamed and wiretapped” under the direction and coordination of the FBI with the
Los Angeles Times and Newsweek; [3] Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W as a Black Bachelor of Arts (B.A) Degree graduate of
Westminster College (Fulton, Missouri) who has witnessed his written content being paradoxically subjected to frenzy
before it was very inappropriately filtered and distorted on search engines such as AOL, Bing/MSN, Gooegle and Yahoo
following his decision to publish (i) his correspondence with the EEOC on matters related to the mission statement of the
NEH,; (i) his correspondence with the NEH on the biography of Jean Seberg (after the defamation and wiretap she was
subjected to); [4] Chapter 22.2 of fowa’s Open Records Law decreeing as follows: “Every person shall have the right to
examine and copy a public record and to publish or otherwise disseminate a public record or the information contained in
a public record. (...) The right to copy a public record shall include the right to make photographs or photographic copies
while the public record is in the possession of the custodian of the public record. All rights under this section are in
addition to the right to obtain a certified copy of a public record under section 622.46. A government body shall not
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prevent the examination or copying of a public record by contracting with a nongovernment body to perform any of its
duties or functions;” [5] the lowa Public Information Board (IPIB) as a state government agency which has on (or around)
November 06th 2025 disagreed with Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W interpretation that Chapter 22.2 of lowa Open Records
Law (i) enables every person regardless of race, gender, sexual orientation, national origin, religious affiliation and/or
disability state to “publish or otherwise disseminate a public record or the information contained in a public record” without
fear of harassment and fear of retaliation; (ii) codifies in American state level of government the 1st (First) Amendment of
the United Sates Constitution which decrees as follows: “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of people
peaceably assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.” v

Response to request:
In response to your requests, the District does not have any records in its possession or control pertaining to the items in

your requests.

As Superintendent and one of the FOIA Officers for the District, | am responsible for granting and denying requests for
records under the FOIA. The District's responses contained in this letter intend to be fully responsive to your specific
request. If | have misinterpreted your request, please clarify your request in writing to me.

If you should have further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

et Plapiuse L.

Dr. Matt Maxwell
Superintendent
Lemont High School District 210



Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request - 51LCS 140/ 1

External

Inbox

3]

Nov 13, 2025, 6:17AM
(6 days ago)

Michael Ayele

to mmaxwell,
thamilton@lhs210.net,
me, Michael

W (AACL) Date.: November 13t 2025

Michael A. Ayele

P.O.Box 20438

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

E-mail: waacll13@gmail.com ; waacl1313@gmail.com ; waacl42913@gmail.com

Request for Records

Hello,

This is Michael A. Ayele sending this message though I now go by W and I prefer to be referred to as such. [
[i]
am writing this letter for the purpose of filing a request for records with your office. ~ The bases for this
[11]
records request are [1] the biography of Jean Seberg (November 13® 1938 — August 30* 1979) and [2]



[111]
Chapter 22.2 of Jowa’s Open Records Law.

Please find attached to this email the content of my records request as well as information explaining my
| 1V I
request for a fee waiver and expedited processing. Thank you.

Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W
Anti-Racist Human Rights Activist
Audio-Visual Media Analyst
Anti-Propaganda Journalist

Work Cited

[l] Please be advised that I have previously disseminated a vast number of documents obtained through
records requests using the means of various digital publishing platforms. As a representative of the media, I
would like to take this opportunity to inform you that the records you disclose to me could be made available to
the general public at no financial expense to them. This records request is being filed for non-commercial
purposes to inform members of the general public / representatives of the media [who may be interested in the
written content of Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W — Association for the Advancement of Civil Liberties (AACL)]
about the activities, the engagements and the priorities of the U.S government at the local, state and federal

level.

[11]
About Jean Sebere’s Biography (November 13th 1938 — August 30th 1979) and Michael A. Avele (a.k.a)

W's Correspondence with the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH)

Despite publishing a brief summary of Jean Seberg’s life on their website, the NEH denied ever holding internal



discussions about [1] Jean Seberg’s membership with the National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP); [2] Jean Seberg’s charitable donations to the NAACP and the Black Panther Party; [3] the
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) wiretap of Jean Seberg; [4] the mental health impact of wiretap on Jean
Seberg; [5] the mental health impact of libelous articles (published by the Los Angeles Times and Newsweek)
on Jean Seberg; [6] the circumstances surrounding the suspicious death of Jean Seberg when she was only 40

(forty) years old; [7] Kristen Stewart portrayal of Jean Seberg in the 2019 movie entitled “Seberg. ”

As a Black Bachelor of Arts (B.A) Degree graduate of Westminster College (Fulton, Missouri), Michael A.
Ayele (a.k.a) W does find it odd that the NEH would publish a summary of Jean Seberg’s biography on their
website without [1] internally discussing the matter among themselves; [2] contacting non-profit organizations
(such as the NAACP) they say she was close to; [3] contacting the Department of Justice (DOJ) Federal Bureau
of Investigation (FBI) who they say were responsible for her wiretap; [4] the Los Angeles Times and other news
outlets that have gone on to (1) smear her good name; (1) adversely impact her mental health; (iii) take issue

with her being an anti-racist woman.

It is the judgment of Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W that the NEH processing of the Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA) request, which was assigned Case No.: 22 — 26 was very bizarre for various reasons. For instance, even
though the NEH say that they are an independent federal agency created in 1965, Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W
was unable to independently corroborate this with the NEH in his correspondence with them. Additionally, even
though the NEH say that they are responsible for the processing of application of grants submitted to them by
museums, archives, libraries, colleges, universities, public television, radio stations, individual scholars etc,
Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W was unable to independently corroborate this with the NEH in his correspondence

with them.

Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W deeply regrets the NEH processing of the FOIA request that had been assigned Case
No.: 22 — 26 as much as he regrets the processing of the FOIA appeal that had been assigned Case No.: 22 — A —
01 because the processing of this FOIA request (and the ensuing processing of the appeal) served to further

undermine public confidence in the mission of the NEH.

[111]
TIowa’s Code Chapter 22.2. Right to examine public records.



1) Every person shall have the right to examine and copy a public record and to publish or otherwise
disseminate a public record or the information contained in a public record. Unless otherwise provided for
by law, the right to examine a public record shall include the right to examine a public record without charge
while the public record is in the physical possession of the custodian of the public record. The right to copy a
public record shall include the right to make photographs or photographic copies while the public record is in
the possession of the custodian of the public record. All rights under this section are in addition to the right to

obtain a certified copy of a public record under section 622.46.

2. A government body shall net prevent the examination or copying of a public record by contracting

with a nongovernment body to perform any of its duties or functions.

Retrievable here.: https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/22.pdf

1V
L—J The facts presented in my request for a fee waiver and expedited processing will not bolster public
confidence in the activities, the engagements and the priorities of internet search engines (ISE) such as AOL,
Bing/MSN, Google and Yahoo because they have previously filtered, distorted and suppressed Michael A.
Ayele (a.k.a) W correspondence with [1] the EEOC on matters related to the mission statement of the NEH (in
violation of Chapter 22.2 of Iowa’s Open Records Law); [2] the NEH on the biography of Jean Seberg (in
violation of Chapter 22.2 of lowa’s Open Records Law).

As previously mentioned, Chapter 22.2 of lowa’s Open Records Law decrees that “every person shall have the
right to examine and copy a public record and to publish or otherwise disseminate a public record or the
information contained in a public record.” For me, this statute makes absolutely clear that the dissemination of
a public record is not a privilege, but an inherent right of the public (and the press) in a free and democratic
society. In other words, once a record has been transmitted from a government body to an individual recipient,
that individual recipient is fully entitled to share, reproduce, or otherwise circulate that record without
interference or retaliation. The spirit of lowa Code Chapter 22.2 rests on a simple but vital democratic principle
that the individual recipient of a public record — not private corporations — determines how, when, and in what
form government information is made accessible. When search engines such as AOL, Bing/MSN, Google and
Yahoo filter, distort, and suppress correspondence between the government and those primarily engaged in the
dissemination of public records, they are in essence violating the letter and the spirit of lowa Code Chapter
22.2.

The right to examine, copy and disseminate public records is an expression of the core democratic principle that
government transparency sustains informed and thoughtful discussions in society by bolstering public
confidence in government activities, engagements and priorities. In furtherance of this principle, Chapter 22.2
of Towa’s Open Records Law explicitly prohibits any government body from contracting with a nongovernment



entity—whether for-profit or nonprofit—to perform duties that the government itself is legally obligated to
carry out. The statute unambiguously declares that “a government body shall not prevent the examination or
copying of a public record by contracting with a nongovernment body to perform any of its duties or
Sfunctions.” This provision codifies a foundational rule of administrative responsibility: the duty to maintain and
disclose public records cannot be delegated to private intermediaries whose interests may diverge from the
public’s right of access. This provision also codifies that the act of disclosure is a core governmental function
that must remain under direct public authority and accountability. In practical terms, this means that local and
state government agencies may not outsource the processing of records requests to private law firms,
data-management contractors, or third-party vendors in ways that restrict or delay the public’s right of access.
Allowing private entities—especially for-profit organizations (such as law firms)—to handle records request
submitted to the government (and thereby act as gatekeepers of information) undermines both the spirit and the
letter of Chapter 22.2 of Iowa’s Open Records Law. On a personal level, I am concerned by the growing
number of contractual agreements concluded between local government agencies (such as school
districts) and private for-profit law firms tasked with processing records requests. I am also concerned by
the growing number of contractual agreements concluded between state government agencies (such as
community colleges) and private for-profit law firms tasked with processing records requests. For me,
these written contractual agreements constitute an improper delegation of governmental responsibility
and violate the statutory and democratic principles enshrined in Chapter 22.2 of lowa’s Open Records
Law.

The public has a compelling and legitimate interest in this information because:

1) Jean Seberg became a member of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP) at the age of fourteen in 1952.

2) Jean Seberg’s membership with the NAACP at such a young age has been recognized and
publicized by the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH): a federal agency of the United States
government.

3) Jean Seberg’s decision to join the NAACP in 1952 - at the height of Jim Crow segregation -
reflects a truly extraordinary level of moral courage, open-mindedness and commitment to racial
equality. In the twenty-first (21¥) century, Jean Seberg’s example (as a white global superstar who
embraced anti-racist principles) offers a very powerful inspiration for white girls and women to speak up
and to take legal action against racism as well as sexism.

4) The issues presented in this records request raise very serious questions about the decision of local
government agencies (such as school districts) to contract for-profit organizations (such as law firms) in
a manner that violates Iowa’s Code Chapter 22.2 which decrees as follows: “4 government body shall
not prevent the examination or copying of a public record by contracting with a nongovernment body to
perform any of its duties or functions.”

5) The issues presented in this records request raise very serious questions about the decision of state
government agencies (such as community colleges) to contract for-profit organizations (such as law
firms) in a manner that violates lowa’s Code Chapter 22.2 which decrees as follows: “4 government
body shall not prevent the examination or copying of a public record by contracting with a
nongovernment body to perform any of its duties or functions.”

6) The issues presented in this records request raise very serious questions about the decision of
internet search engines (ISE) such as AOL, Bing/MSN, Google and Yahoo to retaliate against people
primarily engaged in the dissemination of public records in violation of lowa’s Code Chapter 22.2 which



decrees as follows: “Every person shall have the right to examine and copy a public record and to
publish or otherwise disseminate a public record or the information contained in a public record.”

7) The issues presented in this records request raise very serious questions about the letter and spirit
of Towa’s Code Chapter 22.2 in the age of artificial intelligence (AI) particularly given AI’s tendency to
hallucinate in a manner that exacerbates racism and sexism.

For these reasons, expedited processing is warranted because:

1) The requested records bear directly on urgent and ongoing matters of public understanding,
including civil rights history, federal surveillance, propaganda media in the service of racist and sexist
interests, lowa’s Code Chapter 22.2 and the representation of Jean Seberg in public memory.

2) Any delay in disclosure will perpetuate existing gaps and distortions in how Jean Seberg’s life is
officially portrayed and remembered by the American government - at the federal, state and local levels.

3) Jean Seberg’s life and death (November 13" 1938 — August 30" 1979) are directly tied to the
unlawful surveillance and disinformation activities of COINTELPRO, a covert FBI program that
targeted civil rights activists and their allies. Jean Seberg’s inclusion in COINTELPRO operations —
resulting in the deliberate planting of false stories about her in national media — represents a documented
abuse of government power against a global superstar engaged in anti-racist advocacy.

4) The issues raised in this records request puts into question the government’s integrity about the way
that people are treated in the United States of America (U.S.A) particularly if they espouse anti-racist
and pro-feminist beliefs as Jean Seberg did.

5) The issues raised in this records request puts into question the government’s integrity about the way
that people are treated in the U.S.A on account of their anti-racist and anti-sexist activities (including but
not limited to their financial support for anti-racist and anti-sexist organizations as well as their
participation in anti-racist and anti-sexist demonstrations).

6) The issues raised in this records request demonstrate that the 21* Century is not the appropriate
time to make excuses for incidents of racism and sexism particularly given Jean Seberg’s very brave and
passionate anti-racist activism in the years leading up to the civil rights movement of the 1960s.
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W (AACL) Date.: November 13% 2025
Michael A. Ayele

P.O.Box 20438

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

E-mail: waacll3{@gmail.com ; waacl1313@gmail.com ; waacl42913@gmail.com

Request for Records

Hello,

This is Michael A. Ayele sending this message though I now go by W and I prefer to be referred to as
such. I am writing this letter for the purpose of filing a request for records with your office.’ The bases for
this records request are [1] the biography of Jean Seberg (November 13" 1938 — August 30™ 1979)  and
[2] Chapter 22.2 of Towa’s Open Records Law. i

D Requested Records

What I am requesting for prompt disclosure are records in your possession detailing your discussions
about [1] the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) as a federal agency of the United
States government which has on (or around) July 13™ 2022 concluded the processing of FOIA Request
Case No.: 820 — 2022 — 005060 by affirming to Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W that (i} they do not recognize
the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) as an “independent federal agency created in 1965;”
(ii) they have absolutely no knowledge of the awards granted by the NEH for “top-rated proposal
examined by panels of independent, external reviewers,” (iii) they have absolutely no knowledge of the
NEH defining the term “humanities” as the “study and interpretation of language, linguistics, literature,
history, jurisprudence, philosophy, archeology, comparative religion, ethics etc;””™ [2] the NEH as a
federal agency of the United States government which has on (or around) March 24™ 2022 concluded the
processing of FOIA Request Case No.: 22 — 26 by affirming to Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W that they have
never contacted (i) the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) before
publishing (on their official website) a brief biography of Jean Seberg stating that “Jean Seberg had
become a member of the NAACP at the age of 14 (fourteen)” in 1952; (ii) the Department of Justice
(DOJ) Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) before publishing (on their official website) a brief
biography of Jean Seberg stating that Jean Seberg was “defamed and wiretapped” under the direction and
coordination of the FBI with the Los Angeles Times and Newsweek; [3] Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W asa
Black Bachelor of Arts (B.A) Degree graduate of Westminster College (Fulton, Missouri) who has
witnessed his written content being paradoxically subjected to frenzy before it was very inappropriately
filtered and distorted on search engines such as AOL, Bing/MSN, Google and Yahoo following his
decision to publish (i) his correspondence with the EEOC on matters related to the mission statement of
the NEH, (ii) his correspondence with the NEH on the biography of Jean Seberg (after the defamation and
wiretap she was subjected to); [4] Chapter 22.2 of Iowa’s Open Records Law decreeing as follows:
“Every person shall have the right to examine and copy a public record and to publish or otherwise
disseminate a public record or the information contained in a public record. (...) The right to copy a
public record shall include the right to make photographs or photographic copies while the public record

MICHAEL A. AYELE (A.K.A) W — ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF CIVIL LIBERTIES (AACL)



is in the possession of the custodian of the public record. All rights under this section are in addition to
the right to obtain a certified copy of a public record under section 622.46. A government body shall not
prevent the examination or copying of a public record by contracting with a nongovernment body to
perform any of its duties or functions;” [5] the Jowa Public Information Board (IPIB) as a state
government agency which has on (or around) November 06" 2025 disagreed with Michael A. Ayele
(a.k.a) W interpretation that Chapter 22.2 of lowa Open Records Law (i) enables every person regardless
of race, gender, sexual orientation, national origin, religious affiliation and/or disability state to “publish
or otherwise disseminate a public record or the information contained in a public record” without fear of
harassment and fear of retaliation; (ii) codifies in American state level of government the 1 (First)
Amendment of the United Sates Constitution which decrees as follows: “Congress shall make no law
respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom
of speech, or of the press,; or the right of people peaceably assemble, and to petition the Government for a
redress of grievances.””

D) Request for a Fee Waiver and Expedited Processing

The requested records do/will demonstrate that [1] the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission
(EEOC) is a federal agency of the United States government which has on (or around) July 13™ 2022
concluded the processing of FOIA Request Case No.: 820 — 2022 — 005060 by affirming to Michael A.
Ayele (a.k.a) W that (i) they do not recognize the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) as an
“independent federal agency created in 1965;” (ii) they have absolutely no knowledge of the awards
granted by the NEH for “top-rated proposal examined by panels of independent, external reviewers;” (iii)
they have absolutely no knowledge of the NEH defining the term “humanities” as the “study and
interpretation of language, linguistics, literature, history, jurisprudence, philosophy, archeology,
comparative religion, ethics etc,” [2] the NEH is a federal agency of the United States government which
has on (or around) March 24™ 2022 concluded the processing of FOIA Request Case No.: 22 — 26 by
affirming to Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W that they have never contacted (i) the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) before publishing (on their official website) a brief
biography of Jean Seberg stating that “Jean Seberg had become a member of the NAACP at the age of
Jourteen” in 1952; (ii) the Department of Justice (DOJ) Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) before
publishing (on their official website) a brief biography of Jean Seberg stating that Jean Seberg was
“defamed and wiretapped” under the direction and coordination of the FBI alongside the Los Angeles
Times and Newsweek; [3] Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W is a Black Bachelor of Arts (B.A) Degree graduate
of Westminster College (Fulton, Missouri) who has witnessed his written content being paradoxically
subjected to frenzy before it was filtered and distorted on search engines such as AOL, Bing/MSN,
Google and Yahoo following his decision to publish (i) his correspondence with the EEOC on matters
related to the mission statement of the NEH,; (ii) his correspondence with the NEH on the biography of
Jean Seberg (after the defamation and wiretap she was subjected to); [4] Chapter 22.2 of lowa’s Open
Records Law decrees as follows: “Every person shall have the right to examine and copy a public record
and to publish or otherwise disseminate a public record or the information contained in a public record.
(...) The right to copy a public record shall include the right to make photographs or photographic copies
while the public record is in the possession of the custodian of the public record. All rights under this
section are in addition to the right to obtain a certified copy of a public record under section 622.46. A
government body shall not prevent the examination or copying of a public record by contracting with a
nongovernment body to perform any of its duties or functions; ” [5] the Iowa Public Information Board
(IPIB) is a state government agency which has on (or around) November 06™ 2025 disagreed with
Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W interpretation that Chapter 22.2 of Iowa Open Records Law (i) enables every
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REQUESTED RECORDS 11/13/2025

person regardless of race, gender, sexual orientation, national origin, religious affiliation and/or disability
state to “publish or otherwise disseminate a public record or the information contained in a public
record” without fear of harassment and fear of retaliation; (ii) codifies in American state level of
government the 1* (First) Amendment of the United Sates Constitution which decrees as follows:
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of people peaceably assemble,
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

The facts presented in my request for a fee waiver and expedited processing will not bolster public
confidence in the activities, the engagements and the priorities of internet search engines (ISE) such as
AOL, Bing/MSN, Google and Yahoo because they have previously filtered, distorted and suppressed
Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W correspondence with [1] the EEOC on matters related to the mission
statement of the NEH (in violation of Chapter 22.2 of Iowa’s Open Records Lawy); [2] the NEH on the
biography of Jean Seberg (in violation of Chapter 22.2 of Towa’s Open Records Law).

As previously mentioned, Chapter 22.2 of Towa’s Open Records Law decrees that “every person shall
have the right to examine and copy a public record and to publish or otherwise disseminate a public
record or the information contained in a public record.” For me, this statute makes absolutely clear that
the dissemination of a public record is not a privilege, but an inherent right of the public (and the press) in
a free and democratic society. In other words, once a record has been transmitted from a government
body to an individual recipient, that individual recipient is fully entitled to share, reproduce, or otherwise
circulate that record without interference or retaliation. The spirit of Iowa Code Chapter 22.2 rests on a
simple but vital democratic principle that the individual recipient of a public record — not private
corporations — determines how, when, and in what form government information is made accessible.
When search engines such as AOL, Bing/MSN, Google and Yahoo filter, distort, and suppress
correspondence between the government and those primarily engaged in the dissemination of public
records, they are in essence violating the letter and the spirit of lowa Code Chapter 22.2.

The right to examine, copy and disseminate public records is an expression of the core democratic
principle that government transparency sustains informed and thoughtful discussions in society by
bolstering public confidence in government activities, engagements and priorities. In furtherance of this
principle, Chapter 22.2 of Towa’s Open Records Law explicitly prohibits any government body from
contracting with a nongovernment entity—whether for-profit or nonprofit—to perform duties that the
government itself is legally obligated to carry out. The statute unambiguously declares that “a
government body shall not prevent the examination or copying of a public record by contracting with a
nongovernment body to perform any of its duties or functions.” This provision codifies a foundational
rule of administrative responsibility: the duty to maintain and disclose public records cannot be delegated
to private intermediaries whose interests may diverge from the public’s right of access. This provision
also codifies that the act of disclosure is a core governmental function that must remain under direct
public authority and accountability. In practical terms, this means that local and state government
agencies may not outsource the processing of records requests to private law firms, data-management
contractors, or third-party vendors in ways that restrict or delay the public’s right of access. Allowing
private entities—especially for-profit organizations (such as law firms)—to handle records request
submitted to the government (and thereby act as gatekeepers of information) undermines both the spirit
and the letter of Chapter 22.2 of lowa’s Open Records Law. On a personal level, I am econcerned by the
growing number of contractual agreements concluded between local government agencies (such as
school districts) and private for-profit law firms tasked with processing records requests. I am also
concerned by the growing number of contractual agreements concluded between state government
agencies (such as community colleges) and private for-profit law firms tasked with processing
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records requests. For me, these written contractual agreements constitute an improper delegation
of governmental responsibility and violate the statutory and democratic principles enshrined in
Chapter 22.2 of Iowa’s Open Records Law.

The core issues presented in this records request are as follows. 1) Have you had conversations about the
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) as a federal agency of the United States
government which has on (or around) July 13™ 2022 concluded the processing of FOIA Request Case
No.: 820 — 2022 — 005060 by affirming to Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W that they do not recognize the
National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) as an “independent federal agency created in 1965?” If
yes, will you promptly disclose those records? 2) Have you had conversations about the EEOC as a
federal agency of the United States government which has on (or around) July 13™ 2022 concluded the
processing of FOIA Request Case No.: 820 — 2022 — 005060 by affirming to Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W
that they have absolutely no knowledge of the awards granted by the NEH for “top-rated proposal
examined by panels of independent, external reviewers?” If yes, will you promptly disclose those
records? 3) Have you had conversations about the EEOC as a federal agency of the United States
government which has on (or around) July 13™ 2022 concluded the processing of FOIA Request Case
No.: 820 — 2022 — 005060 by affirming to Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W that they have absolutely no
knowledge of the NEH definition of the term “humanities” as the “study and interpretation of language,
linguistics, literature, history, jurisprudence, philosophy, archeology, comparative religion, ethics etc?”
If yes, will you promptly disclose those records? 4) Have you had conversations about the NEH as a
federal agency of the United States government which has on (or around) March 24™ 2022 concluded the
processing of FOIA Request Case No.: 22 — 26 by affirming to Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W that they have
never contacted the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) before
publishing (on their official website) a brief biography of Jean Seberg stating that Jean Seberg had
“become a member of the NAACP at the age of fourteen” (in 1952)? If yes, will you promptly disclose
those records? 5) Have you had conversations about the NEH as a federal agency of the United States
government which has on (or around) March 24™ 2022 concluded the processing of FOIA Request Case
No.: 22 — 26 by affirming to Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W that they have never contacted the Department
of Justice (DOJ) Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) before publishing (on their official website) a brief
biography of Jean Seberg stating that Jean Seberg was “defamed and wiretapped” under the direction and
coordination of the FBI alongside the Los Angeles Times and Newsweek? If yes, will you promptly
disclose those records? 6) Have you had conversations about Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W as a Black
Bachelor of Arts (B.A) Degree graduate of Westminster College (Fulton, Missouri) who has witnessed
his written content being subjected to frenzy before it was filtered and distorted on search engines such as
AOL, Bing/MSN, Google and Yahoo following his decision to publish his correspondence with the
EEOC on matters related to the mission statement of the NEH? If yes, will you promptly disclose those
records? 7) Have you had conversations about Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W as a Black B.A Degree
graduate of Westminster College (Fulton, Missouri) who has witnessed his written content being
subjected to frenzy before it was filtered and distorted on search engines such as AOL, Bing/MSN,
Google and Yahoo following his decision to publish his correspondence with the NEH on the biography
of Jean Seberg? If yes, will you promptly disclose those records? 8) Have you had conversations about
the frenzy, the filtering and the distortion Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W was subjected to (on search engines
such as AOL, Bing/MSN, Google and Yahoo) as a form of harassment (and retaliation) that is
inconsistent with Iowa’s Code Chapter 22.2 which decrees as follows: “Every person shall have the right
to examine and copy a public record and to publish or otherwise disseminate a public record or the
information contained in a public record?” If yes, will you promptly disclose those records? 9) Have
you had conversations about Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W as a Black B.A Degree graduate of Westminster
College (Fulton, Missouri) who has in the past very seriously considered filing a Civil Complaint with a
District Court in the State of Iowa pursuant to Chapter 22.2 of Iowa’s Open Records Law because of the
way his written publications on the biography of Jean Seberg (November 13™ 1938 — August 30® 1979)
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were filtered, distorted and suppressed by search engines such as AOL, Bing/MSN, Google and Yahoo? If
yes, will you promptly disclose those records? 10) Have you had conversations about Michael A. Ayele
(a.k.a) W as a Black B.A Degree graduate of Westminster College (Fulton, Missouri) who’s no longer
seriously entertaining the prospect of filing a Civil Complaint with a District Court in the State of Jowa
pursuant to Chapter 22.2 of Towa’s Open Records Law because of his November 06" 2025
correspondence with Iowa’s Public Information Board (IPIB) on matters related to the biography of Jean
Seberg (November 13" 1938 — August 30™ 1979)? If yes, will you promptly disclose those records? 11)
Have you had conversations about Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W as a Black B.A Degree graduate of
Westminster College (Fulton, Missouri) who was on (or around) November 06™ 2025 informed by legal
representatives of IPIB that they disagreed with his interpretation that Chapter 22.2 of Iowa’s Open
Records Law enables every person regardless of race, gender, sexual orientation, national origin, religious
affiliation and/or disability status to “publish or otherwise disseminate a public record or the information
contained in a public record” without fear of harassment and fear of retaliation? If yes, will you promptly
disclose those records? 12) Have you had conversations about Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W as a Black B.A
Degree graduate of Westminster College (Fulton, Missouri) who was on (or around) November 06™ 2025
informed by legal representatives of IPIB that they disagreed with his interpretation that Chapter 22.2 of
Towa’s Open Records Law codifies in American state level of government the 1% (First) Amendment of
the United Sates Constitution which decrees as follows: “Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or
of the press; or the right of people peaceably assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of
grievances?” Tf yes, will you promptly disclose those records? 13) Have you had conversations about
Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W as a Black B.A Degree graduate of Westminster College (Fulton, Missouri)
who was in the past informed by many local government agencies (such as school districts) that they had
hired a for-profit law firm to process the records requests that are submitted to them? If yes, will you
promptly disclose those records? 14) Have you had conversations about the decision of local government
agencies (such as school districts) to hire for-profit law firms to process records requests that are
submitted to them as being inconsistent with Towa’s Code Chapter 22.2 which decrees as follows: “4
government body shall not prevent the examination or copying of a public record by contracting with a
nongovernment body to perform any of its duties or functions? ” 1f yes, will you promptly disclose those
records? 15) Have you had conversations about Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W as a Black B.A Degree
graduate of Westminster College (Fulton, Missouri) who was in the past informed by many state
government agencies (such as community colleges) that they had hired a for-profit law firm to process the
records requests that are submitted to them? If yes, will you promptly disclose those records? 16) Have
you had conversations about the decision of state government agencies (such as community colleges) to
hire for-profit law firms to process records requests that are submitted to them as being inconsistent with
Towa’s Code Chapter 22.2 which decrees as follows: “4 government body shall not prevent the
examination or copying of a public record by contracting with a nongovernment body to perform any of
its duties or functions?” 1If yes, will you promptly disclose those records? 17) Have you had conversations
about Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W as a Black B.A Degree graduate of Westminster College (Fulton,
Missouri) who has in the past expressed written objections whenever a local government agency (such as
a school district) or a state government agency (such as a community college) had assigned his records
request to a for-profit law firm? If yes, will you promptly disclose those records?

The public has a compelling and legitimate interest in this information because:

1) Jean Seberg became a member of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP) at the age of fourteen in 1952.
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2) Jean Seberg’s membership with the NAACP at such a young age has been recognized and
publicized by the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH): a federal agency of the United
States government.

3) Jean Seberg’s decision to join the NAACP in 1952 - at the height of Jim Crow segregation -
reflects a truly extraordinary level of moral courage, open-mindedness and commitment to racial
equality. In the twenty-first (21*') century, Jean Seberg’s example (as a white global superstar
who embraced anti-racist principles) offers a very powerful inspiration for white girls and women
to speak up and to take legal action against racism as well as sexism.

4) The issues presented in this records request raise very serious questions about the decision of
local government agencies (such as school districts) to contract for-profit organizations (such as
law firms) in a manner that violates Iowa’s Code Chapter 22.2 which decrees as follows: “4
government body shall not prevent the examination or copying of a public record by contracting
with a nongovernment body to perform any of its duties or functions.”

5) The issues presented in this records request raise very serious questions about the decision of
state government agencies (such as community colleges) to contract for-profit organizations (such
as law firms) in a manner that violates Iowa’s Code Chapter 22.2 which decrees as follows: “4
government body shall not prevent the examination or copying of a public record by contracting
with a nongovernment body fo perform any of its duties or functions.”

6) The issues presented in this records request raise very serious questions about the decision of
internet search engines (ISE) such as AOL, Bing/MSN, Google and Yahoo to retaliate against
people primarily engaged in the dissemination of public records in violation of lowa’s Code
Chapter 22.2 which decrees as follows: “Every person shall have the right to examine and copy a
public record and to publish or otherwise disseminate a public record or the information
contained in a public record.”

7) The issues presented in this records request raise very serious questions about the letter and spirit
of Towa’s Code Chapter 22.2 in the age of artificial intelligence (Al) particularly given Al's
tendency to hallucinate in a manner that exacerbates racism and sexism.

For these reasons, expedited processing is warranted because:

1) The requested records bear directly on urgent and ongoing matters of public understanding,
including civil rights history, federal surveillance, propaganda media in the service of racist and
sexist interests, Iowa’s Code Chapter 22.2 and the representation of Jean Seberg in public
memory.

2) Any delay in disclosure will perpetuate existing gaps and distortions in how Jean Seberg’s life is
officially portrayed and remembered by the American government - at the federal, state and local
levels.

3) Jean Seberg’s life and death (November 13" 1938 — August 30" 1979) are directly tied to the
unlawful surveillance and disinformation activities of COINTELPRO, a covert FBI program that
targeted civil rights activists and their allies. Jean Seberg’s inclusion in COINTELPRO
operations — resulting in the deliberate planting of false stories about her in national media —
represents a documented abuse of government power against a global superstar engaged in anti-
racist advocacy.
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4) The issues raised in this records request puts into question the government’s integrity about the
way that people are treated in the United States of America (U.S.A) particularly if they espouse
anti-racist and pro-feminist beliefs as Jean Seberg did.

5) The issues raised in this records request puts into question the government’s integrity about the
way that people are treated in the U.S.A on account of their anti-racist and anti-sexist activities
(including but not limited to their financial support for anti-racist and anti-sexist organizations as
well as their participation in anti-racist and anti-sexist demonstrations).

6) The issues raised in this records request demonstrate that the 21 Century is not the appropriate
time to make excuses for incidents of racism and sexism particularly given Jean Seberg’s very
brave and passionate anti-racist activism in the years leading up to the civil rights movement of
the 1960s.

Under penalty of perjury, I hereby declare all the statements I have made to be true and accurate to the
best of my knowledge.

Be well. Stay well. Take care. Keep yourselves at arms distance.
Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W
Anti-Racist Human Rights Activist

Audio-Visual Media Analyst
Anti-Propaganda Journalist
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i Please be advised that I have previously disseminated a vast number of documents obtained through
records request using the means of various digital publishing platforms. As a representative of the media,
I would like to take this opportunity to inform you that the records you disclose to me could be made
available to the general public at no financial expense to them. This records request is being filed for non-
commercial purposes to inform members of the general public / representatives of the media [who may be
interested in the written content of Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W — Association for the Advancement of
Civil Liberties (AACL)] about the activities, the engagements and the priorities of the U.S government at
the local, state and federal level.

i About Jean Seberg’s Biography (November 13th 1938 — Augcust 30th 1979) and Michael A. Avele
(a.k.a) W’s Correspondence with the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH)

Despite publishing a brief summary of Jean Seberg’s life on their website, the NEH denied ever holding
internal discussions about [1] Jean Seberg’s membership with the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP); [2] Jean Seberg’s charitable donations to the NAACP and the
Black Panther Party; [3] the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) wiretap of Jean Seberg; [4] the mental
health impact of wiretap on Jean Seberg; [5] the mental health impact of libelous articles (published by
the Los Angeles Times and Newsweek) on Jean Seberg; [6] the circumstances surrounding the suspicious
death of Jean Seberg when she was only 40 (forty) years old; [7] Kristen Stewart portrayal of Jean Seberg
in the 2019 movie entitled “Seberg. ”

As a Black Bachelor of Arts (B.A) Degree graduate of Westminster College (Fulton, Missouri), Michael
A. Ayele (a.k.2) W does find it odd that the NEH would publish a summary of Jean Seberg’s biography
on their website without [1] internally discussing the matter among themselves; [2] contacting non-profit
organizations (such as the NAACP) they say she was close to; [3] contacting the Department of Justice
(DOJ) Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) who they say were responsible for her wiretap; [4] the Los
Angeles Times and other news outlets that have gone on to (i) smear her good name; (ii) adversely impact
her mental health; (iii) take issue with her being an anti-racist woman.

It is the judgment of Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W that the NEH processing of the Freedom of Information
Act (FOIA) request, which was assigned Case No.: 22 — 26 was very bizarre for various reasons. For
instance, even though the NEH say that they are an independent federal agency created in 1965, Michael
A. Ayele (a.k.a) W was unable to independently corroborate this with the NEH in his correspondence
with them. Additionally, even though the NEH say that they are responsible for the processing of
application of grants submitted to them by museums, archives, libraries, colleges, universities, public
television, radio stations, individual scholars etc, Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W was unable to independently
corroborate this with the NEH in his correspondence with them.

Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W deeply regrets the NEH processing of the FOIA request that had been
assigned Case No.: 22 — 26 as much as he regrets the processing of the FOIA appeal that had been
assigned Case No.: 22 — A — 01 because the processing of this FOIA request (and the ensuing processing
of the appeal) served to further undermine public confidence in the mission of the NEH.
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iii

Towa’s Code Chapter 22.2. Right to examine public records.

1) Every person shall have the right to examine and copy a public record and to publish or
otherwise disseminate a public record or the information contained in a public record. Unless
otherwise provided for by law, the right to examine a public record shall include the right to examine a
public record without charge while the public record is in the physical possession of the custodian of the
public record. The right to copy a public record shall include the right to make photographs or
photographic copies while the public record is in the possession of the custodian of the public record. All
rights under this section are in addition to the right to obtain a certified copy of a public record under
section 622.46.

2. A government body shall not prevent the examination or copying of a public record by
contracting with a nongovernment body to perform any of its duties or functions.

Retrievable here.: : https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/22.pdf

¥ About the Mission Statement of the NEH and Michael A. Avele (a.k.a) W’s Correspondence with the

Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC)

When disclosing [to Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W] limited and redacted records related to the National
Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) Management Directive (MD-715) report, the Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission (EEOC) confirmed (on or around July 13" 2022) never having discussed with
the NEH [1] their function in the U.S government as an “independent federal agency created in 1965;”
[2] the awards they have granted for “top-rated proposal examined by panels of independent, external
reviewers; " [3] the grants they award “typically going to cultural institutions, such as museums, archives,
libraries, colleges, universities, public television, radio stations, and to individual scholar;” [4] their
decision to define the term “humanities” as “the study and interpretation of language, linguistics,
literature, history, jurisprudence, philosophy, archeology, comparative religion, ethics etc;” [5] Jean
Seberg’s membership with the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP);
{6] Jean Seberg’s charitable donations to the NAACP and the Black Panther Party; [7] the Federal Bureau
of Investigation (FBI) wiretap of Jean Seberg; [8] the mental health impact of wiretap on Jean Seberg; [9]
the mental health impact of libelous articles (published by the Los Angeles Times and Newsweek on Jean
Seberg); [10] the circumstances surrounding the suspicious death of Jean Seberg when she was only 40
(forty) years old; [11] Kristen Stewart portrayal of Jean Seberg in the 2019 movie entitled “Seberg. ”

¥ November 04™ 2025 Email Sent by Michael A. Avele (a.k.a) W to Iowa’s Public Information Board
(IPIB)

Hello,
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This is Michael A. Ayele sending this message though I now go by W and I prefer to be referred to as
such.

I am writing this letter to the lowa Public Information Board (IPTB) for the purpose of filing a complaint.
The facts that have led me to file this complaint are straightforward and the facts are not in dispute.

While I was an undergraduate student at Westminster College (Fulton, Missouri) in the early 2010s, I
came across the biography of Jean Seberg (November 13th 1938 - August 30th 1979): a woman who was
born and raised in the State of Towa. Incidentally, Jean Seberg has previously attended the University of
Towa, and the public facing web page of that university lists her as an alumna of note who has made good-
faith efforts to make the world furthermore anti-racist and anti-sexist.

Approximately 9 (nine) years ago, in the Spring of 2016, the National Endowment for the Humanities
(NEH) (a federal agency of the United States government) published a very brief biography of Jean
Seberg noting how [1] she had become a member of the National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP) at the age of 14 (fourteen) in 1952; [2] she was wiretapped and defamed by the
Department of Justice (DOJ) Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) for being an anti-racist and anti-sexist
woman; [3] she was subjected to slanderous articles published by news media organizations such as the
Los Angeles Times and Newsweek for being an anti-racist and anti-sexist woman.

On February 04th 2022, 1 filed a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request with the NEH seeking to
ascertain what conversations (if any) they have had with [1] the NAACP prior to publishing their
biography of Jean Seberg publicizing how she had become a member at the age of 14; [2] their
government partners in the FBI prior to publishing their biography of Jean Seberg publicizing how she
was defamed and wiretapped by the FBI (in coordination with news media organizations such as the Los
Angeles Times and Newsweek).

In response to my FOIA request (which had been assigned FOIA Request Case No.: 22 - 26), the NEH
informed me on (or around) March 24th 2022 that prior to publishing their biography of Jean Seberg, they
had not given a heads-up to the DOJ (FBI) to inform them that they would officially recognize the
defamation and wiretap of Jean Seberg. Additionally, the NEH informed me that prior to publishing their
biography of Jean Seberg, they had not given a heads-up to the NAACP to inform them how Jean Seberg
(as a white girl and at the height of Jim Crow segregation) became a member of their non-profit
organization. Lastly, the NEH informed me that prior to publishing their biography of Jean Seberg, they
had not contacted news media organizations such as the Los Angeles Times and Newsweek who had
made efforts to slander her good name for being an anti-racist and anti-sexist woman.

As a political scientist (by training and education), I was a little bit perplexed by many aspects of the
NEH processing of the FOIA request they had assigned Case No.: 22 - 26. One of the things that startled
me about their processing of my FOIA request was how they denied ever having contacted the DOJ (FBI)
before publishing their biography of Jean Seberg. To this day, I continue to be very skeptical by the NEH
claim that they have not contacted the FBI prior to publishing their biography of Jean Seberg wherein
they recognized that the FBI had a vendetta against Jean Seberg because she was an anti-racist and anti-
sexist woman.

A few months after the conclusion of my correspondence with the NEH about the biography of Jean
Seberg, I began disseminating my correspondence with the NEH (sometime in July 2022). At the time I
began publishing my correspondence with the NEH on digital publication platforms, I had published it as

is by including the NEH response to my FOIA request as well as my original FOIA request. Not long
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after T published my correspondence with the NEH about the biography of Jean Seberg, I began noticing
how there was a non-negligible amount of frenzy about the written exchange I had with the NEH.
However, I chose to ignore this frenzy hoping it would go away on its own, but it didn't. Indeed, after the
frenzy that my correspondence with the NEH had generated came the filtering and distortion of my
correspondence with the NEH on various internet search engines including but not limited to AOL,
Bing/MSN, Google and Yahoo.

As you are likely aware, Chapter 22.2 of Iowa’s Open Records Law decrees that “every person shall have
the right to examine and copy a public record and to publish or otherwise disseminate a public record or
the information contained in a public record.” For me, this statute makes absolutely clear that the
dissemination of a public record is not a privilege. but an inherent right of the public (and the press) in a
free and democratic society. In other words, once a record has been transmitted from a government body
to an individual recipient, that individual recipient is fully entitled to share, reproduce, or otherwise
circulate that record without interference or retaliation. The spirit of lowa Code Chapter 22.2 rests on a
simple but vital democratic principle that the individual recipient of a public record — not private
corporations — determines how, when, and in what form government information is made accessible.
When search engines such as AOL, Bing/MSN, Google and Yahoo filter, distort, and suppress
correspondence between the government and those primarily engaged in the dissemination of public
records, they are in essence violating the letter and the spirit of lowa Code Chapter 22.2.

Unfortunately, I regret to inform you that what has happened to me has happened to others. For instance,
on (or around) December 27th 2023, the New York Times (NYT) had filed a complaint against Microsoft
and OpenAl for filtering and distorting their correspondence with the United States government.
According to that complaint, Microsoft and OpenAl generative artificial intelligence (“GENAI’) tools
rely on large-language models (“LLMs”) that were built “by copving and using millions of NYT
copyrighted news articles, in-depth investigations, opinion pieces, reviews, how-to guides and more. (...)
Through Microsoft’s Bing Chat (recently rebranded as 'Copilot’) and OpenAl’s ChatGPT, both
Microsoft and OpenAl seek to free-ride on the NYT massive investment in its journalism by using it to
build substitutive product without permission or payment. (...) At the same time as Microsoft and OpenAl
models are copying, reproducing, and paraphrasing NYT content without consent or compensation, they
are also causing the NYT commercial and competitive injury by misattributing content to the NYT that it
did not, in fact, publish. In Al parlance. this is called a ‘hallucination.’ In plain English, it’s
misinformation. ChatGPT defines a "hallucination' as the ‘phenomenon of a machine, such as a chatbot,
generating seemingly realistic sensory experiences that do not correspond to any real-world input.’
Instead of saying, 'I don’t know,’ Microsoft and OpenAl GPT models will confidently provide information
that is, at best, not quite accurate, and, al worst, demonstrably (but not recognizably) false. And human
reviewers find it very difficult to distinguish *hallucinations ' from truthful output. These ‘hallucinations’
mislead users as to the source of the information they are obtaining, leading them to incorrectly believe
that the information provided has been vetted and published by the NYT. Users who ask a search engine
what the NYT has written on a subject should be provided with neither an unauthorized copy nor an
inaccurate forgery of a NYT article, but a link to the article itself.”

The NYT have also noted in their December 27th 2023 complaint that “it takes enormous resources to
publish, on average, more than 250 original articles every day. Many of these articles take months — and
somefimes longer — to report. That output is the work of approximately 5,800 full-time equivalent Times
emplovees (as of December 31st 2022), some 2,600 of whom are directly involved in the Time's
Jjournalism operation. Quite often, the most vital news reporting for society is the most resource-intensive.
Some of The Time's most important journalism requires deploying teams of journalists at great cost to
report on the ground around the world, providing best-in-class-security and support, filing lawsuits

against government entities to bring information to light, and supporting journalists through
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investigations that can take months or years. (...) Making great journalism is harder than ever. Over the
past two decades, the traditional business models that supported quality journalism have collapsed,
forcing the shuitering of newspapers all over the country. It has become more difficult for the public to
sort fact from fiction in today’s information ecosystem, as misinformation floods the internet, television,
and other media. If The Times and other news organizations cannot produce and protect their
independent journalism, there will be a vacuum that no computer or artificial intelligence can fill. The
protection of the Time's intellectual property is critical to its continued ability to fund world-class
journalism in the public interest. If The Times and its peers cannot control the use of their content, their
ability to monetize that content will be harmed. With less revenue, news organizations will have fewer
Jjournalists able to dedicate time and resources to important, in-depth stories, which creates a risk that
those stories will go untold. Less journalism will be produced and the cost to society will be enormous.
The Times depends on its exclusive rights of reproduction, adaptation, publication, performance, and
display under copyright law to resist these forces. (...) The Times requires third parties to obtain
permission before using Times content and trademarks for commercial purposes, and for decades The
Times has licensed its content under negotiated licensing agreements. These agreements help ensure that
The Times controls how, where, and for how long its content and brand appears and that it receives fair
compensation for third-party use. Third-parties, including large tech platforms, pav The Times significant
rovalties under these agreements in exchange for the right to use Times content for narrowly defined
purposes. The agreements prohibit uses beyond those authorized purposes. (...) In 2019. the Times
published a Pulitzer-prize winning, five-part series on predatory lending in New York City’s taxi industry.
The 18-month investigation included 600 interviews, with more than 100 records requests, large scale
data analysis, and the review of thousands of pages of internal bank records and other documents, and
ultimately led to criminal probes and the enactment of new laws to prevent fiture abuse. OpenAl had no
role in the creation of this content, vet with minimal prompting, will recite large portions of it verbatim.”

Therefore, the questions | am asking the [owa Public Information Board (IPIB) to address are the
following ones.

1) Given the integration of artificial intelligence (AI) onto internet search engines and the tendency
of Al to hallucinate in a manner that exacerbates racism and sexism, how does the IPIB interpret Chapter
22.2 of Towa’s Open Records Law which decrees as follows: “Every person shall have the right to
examine and copy a public record and to publish or otherwise disseminate a public record or the
information contained in a public record?”

2) Does IPIB view Chapter 22.2 of Iowa’s Open Records Law as a statute that prohibits for-profit
organizations such as AOL, Bing/MSN, Google and Yahoo from harassing and retaliating against people
who have previously published their correspondence with the United States government about the
biography of Jean Seberg (November 13th 1938 — August 30th 1979) or on other issues related to
systemic racism and sexism?

3) Does IPIB view Chapter 22.2 of Towa’s Open Records Law as a statute that prohibits for-profit
organizations such as AOL, Bing/MSN, Google and Yahoo from filtering, distorting and making
unsolicited and incorrect summaries of people’s correspondence with the United States government about
the biography of Jean Seberg (November 13th 1938 — August 30th 1979) or on other issues related to
systemic racism and systemic sexism?

Be well. Stay well. Take care. Keep yourselves at arms distance.
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Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W
Anti-Racist Human Rights Activist
Audio-Visual Media Analyst
Anti-Propaganda Journalist

November 06" 2025 Email Sent by Iowa’s Public Information Board to Michael A. Avele (a.k.a) W
November 04% 2025 Complaint

Dear W,

We have received your request for an advisory opinion and/or formal complaint, and I will be responding
on [PIB's behalf.

For our initial response, I do not believe that this is a matter within IPIB's jurisdiction, for a few potential
reasons. First, we are an lowa state agency, and we are limited to the oversight of Jowa's open meetings
(Chapter 21) and public records laws (Chapter 22). Your records request appears to be based on the
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), which is a federal statute, and the responding party was the National
Endowment for the Humanities (NEH), a federal agency. IPIB is not involved in federal records law.

Your complaint also appears to be against a group of private corporations. Chapter 22 applies only to
requests for public records filed with government bodies in the State of Iowa. While other entities may
sometimes be in possession of public records, only a government body may be the lawful custodian, and
enforcement under Section 22.10 is limited to those bodies. Chapter 22 does not address retaliatory
harassment or the information provided by commercial search engines, even if there is a connection to a
public records request.

IPIB is also limited in its ability to consider complaints outside of our sixty-day statute of limitations,
which requires a complainant to file "within sixty days from the time the alleged violation occurred or the
complainant could have become aware of the violation with reasonable diligence.” Based on what has
been provided, it appears that much of what you are describing took place in previous years, which may
put it outside of the sixty-day window.

To answer your questions, Chapter 22 does not apply to organizations such as AOL, Bing/MSN, Google,
or Yahoo, as they are not government bodies within the State of Iowa.

Please let me know if I am missing anything, or if there is anything you would like me to clarify.
Best regards,

Alexander Lee, JD

Agency Counsel

Iowa Public Information Board (IPIB)

510 E 12th Swrect
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Jessie M. Parker Building, East
Des Moines, Towa 50319
(515) 401-4461

alexander.lee(@iowa.gov

www.ipib.ilowa.gov

November 06™ 2025 Response by Michael A. Avele (a.k.a) W to Jowa’s Public Information Board (IPIB)

The questions I have asked IPIB were the following ones.

[B)] Given the integration of artificial intelligence (AI) onto internet search engines and the tendency
of Al to hallucinate in a manner that exacerbates racism and sexism, how does the IPIB interpret Chapter
22.2 of Towa’s Open Records Law which decrees as follows: “Every person shall have the right to
examine and copy a public record and to publish or otherwise disseminate a public record or the
information contained in a public record?”

2) Does IPIB view Chapter 22.2 of Iowa’s Open Records Law as a statute that prohibits for-profit
organizations such as AOL, Bing/MSN, Google and Yahoo from harassing and retaliating against people
who have previously published their correspondence with the United States government about the
biography of Jean Seberg (November 13th 1938 — August 30th 1979) or on other issues related to
systemic racism and sexism?

3) Does IPIB view Chapter 22.2 of Iowa’s Open Records Law as a statute that prohibits for-profit
organizations such as AOL, Bing/MSN, Google and Yahoo from filtering, distorting and making
unsolicited and incorrect summaries of people’s correspondence with the United States government about
the biography of Jean Seberg (November 13th 1938 — August 30th 1979) or on other issues related to
systemic racism and systemic sexism?

* Inresponse to question No.:1, you are definitely entitled to say: “The IPIB has never had
thorough discussions about Chapter 22.2 of Iowa’s Open Records Law which decrees that ‘every
person shall have the right to examine and copy a public record and publish or otherwise
disseminate a public record or the information contained in public record.’”

= Inresponse to question No.: 2, you are definitely entitled to say: “It is the opinion of IPIB that
Chapter 22.2 of Iowa’s Open Records Law does not address retaliatory harassment.”’ However,
you are not entitled to say that “Chapter 22.2 of Iowa’s Open Records Law does not address
retaliatory harassment.”’ As previously mentioned, Chapter 22.2 of Jowa’s Open Records Law
decrees as follows: “Every person shall have the right to examine and copy a public record and
to publish or otherwise disseminate a public record or the information contained in a public
record.”

I think it’s important to stress here that Chapter 22.2 of lowa’s Open Records Law makes no
distinction between federal government records or state government when decreeing as follows:

“Every person shall have the rig‘ht to examine and copy a eublic record and to !)ublish or
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otherwise disseminate a public record or the information contained in a public record.”

Indeed, Chapter 22.2 of Towa’s Open Records Law does not have a caveat which says: “Every
person shall have the right to examine and copy a public record and to publish or otherwise
disseminate a public record so long as the record has been obtained from a local or state
government agency in lowa.”

Therefore, because Chapter 22.2 does not have the caveat mentioned above, it naturally follows
that “every person shall have the right to examine and copy a public record to publish or
otherwise disseminate a public record or the information contained in a record” without
harassment and retaliation whether the record has been obtained from the federal government
or from local/state government agencies in Iowa.

= Inresponse to Question No.: 3, you are entitled to say: “It is the opinion of IPIB that Chapter
22.2 of ITowa’s Open Records Law does not apply to for-profit search engines such as AOL,
Bing/MSN, Google or Yahoo.”

However, you are not entitled to say: “Chapter 22.2 of Iowa’s Open Record Law does not apply
to for-profit search engines such as AOL, Bing/MSN, Google or Yahoo.”

As previously mentioned, I think it’s important to stress here that Chapter 22.2 of Iowa’s Open
Records Law decrees as follows: “Every person shall have the right to examine and copy a
public record and to publish or otherwise disseminate a public record or the information
contained in a public record.”

My interpretation of Chapter 22.2 of lowa’s Open Records Law is that if someone has “the right
to do something, " then that someone has the “right to do something without harassment or
retaliation or fear of harassment or fear of retaliation” whether the harassment or retaliation is
coming from the government or for-profit private entities. Of course, this is just my opinion, and I
understand that IPIB doesn’t share this opinion. However, just because IPIB doesn’t share this
opinion of mine, this doesn’t make you the final arbiter on how to interpret Chapter 22.2 of
Towa’s Open Records Law.

Chapter 22.2 of Iowa’s Open Records Law is open to interpretation by anyone, and I've
previously shared with you my interpretation of this statute. You are of course fully entitled to
disagree with my interpretation of this statute, but I think you should you have the intellectual
honesty and academic decency to say that [1] Chapter 22.2 of Iowa’s Open Records Law decrees
as follows : “Every person shall have the right to examine and copy a public record and to
publish or otherwise disseminate a public record or the information contained in a public
record;” [2] it’s the opinion of Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W that “if someone has the right to do
something, then that someone should have the right to do something without harassment or
retaliation or fear of harassment or fear of retaliation whether the harassment or retaliation is
coming from the government or for-profit private entities ” [3] the IPIB is not the final arbiter on
how to interpret Chapter 22.2 of lowa’s Open Records Law; [4] everyone is entitled to their own
interpretation of Chapter 22.2 of Iowa’s Open Records Law.

If you’re going to publish your advisory opinion to my complaint, I hereby ask that you have the integrity
to publish my original complaint and this email message alongside it.
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If you're going to publish your advisory opinion to my complaint, I also ask that you begin your sentence
with: "It's the opinion of IPIB that...." because you're entitled to your opinion, but it's important to
remind laymen people that it's O.K for people have different interpretation of Chapter 22.2 of Iowa's
Open Records Law.

Take care.

November 07" 2025 Email Sent by Iowa’s Public Information Board (IPIB) to Michael A. Avele (a.k.a)
W November 04" 2025

Dear W,

I'm hoping I might be able to clarify a few points of confusion. As defined in Iowa Code § 22.1(3),
"public records” for the purposes of Chapter 22 include the following:

a. “Public records” includes all records, documents, tape, or other information, stored or preserved in any
medium, of or belonging to this state or any county, city, township, school corporation, political
subdivision, nonprofit corporation other than a fair conducting a fair event as provided in chapter 174,
whose facilities or indebtedness are supported in whole or in part with property tax revenue and which is
licensed to conduct pari-mutuel wagering pursuant to chapter 99D, or tax-supported district in this state,
or any branch, department, board, bureau, commission, council, or committee of any of the foregoing.

b. “Public records” also includes all records relating to the investment of public funds including but not
limited to investment policies, instructions, trading orders, or contracts, whether in the custody of the
public body responsible for the public funds or a fiduciary or other third party.

These definitions limit the meaning of "public record." When Iowa Code § 22.2(1) says that "[e]very
person shall have the right to examine and copy a public record and to publish or otherwise disseminate a
public record or the information contained in a public record,” what it means is that the public has a
general statutory right to access the records of state and local government bodies within the State of Iowa.
This right does not extend to records belonging to federal agencies, which are instead governed by FOIA.
Chapter 22 also does not contain restrictions on non-government entities such as AOL, Bing/MSN,
Google or Yahoo, except with regards to the obligations of government bodies when dealing with these
entities.

For the purposes of our processing, I'm also looking to clarify whether you intended this to be an advisory

opinion or a complaint. T understand that you originally submitted this as an advisory opinion, but you

have used both "complaint" and "advisory opinion" in your emails. A request for an advisory opinion is
MICHAEL A. AYELE (A.K.A}) W — ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF CIVIL LIBERTIES (AACL) 15
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something we would answer with advice on our interpretation of the law as the agency delegated the
responsibility to issue this type of advice. A complaint, meanwhile, would be treated as an allegation
against the named entitics, and we would either open an investigation against them or issue a dismissal
order explaining why we cannot accept the matter. When you get the chance, please clarify whether you
would like me to proceed with this matter as a complaint or a request for an opinion.

As before, I'm happy to answer any additional questions you may have.

Best,

Alexander Lee, JD

Agency Counsel

Towa Public Intormation Board (IPIB)
510 E 12th Street

Jessie M. Parker Building. East

Des Moines. lowa 50319
(515)401-44061

alexander.lee(@iowa.gov

www.ipib.iowa. gov

November 07" 2025 Email Sent by Michael A. Avele (a.k.a) W to Iowa’s Public Information Board
(IPIB)

You have not answered my questions.

Had you answered my questions appropriately, I would not have sent the email I did previously.
Furthermore. [ would not have spoken about your integrity because there would be no need for me to do
50.

Chapter 22.2 of lowa's Open Records Law decrees as follows: “Every person shall have the right to
examine and copy a public record and to publish or otherwise disseminate a public record or the
information contained in a public record.”

If someone has "the right to publish or otherwise disseminate a public record," it naturally follows (at

least for me) that everyone irrespective of gender, race, sexual orientation, national origin, religious

affiliation and/or disability status has the right to "publish or otherwise disseminate a public record or
MICHAEL A. AYELE (A.K.A) W — ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF CIVIL LIBERTIES (AACL)



the information contained in a public record,” without harassment or retaliation or fear of
harassment or fear of retaliation.

Either someone has "the right to publish or otherwise disseminate a public record” or they
don't. Someone can only have “the right to publish or otherwise disseminate a public record"” if they
don't have the fear of harassment or retaliation looming over them.

In your November 06™ 2025 email, it is you who spoke to me about an "advisory opinion.” However,
when I read your email, I noticed that you never once used the phrase: "It is the opinion of

IPIB..." Rather, you went on and on and on and on without ever confirming what conversations have
taken place within the IPIB about Chapter 22.2 of lowa's Open Records Law decreeing as follows:

" Every person shall have the right to examine and copy a public record and to publish or otherwise
disseminate a public record or the information contained in a public record."

As previously noted, my first question to IPIB was the following one.

1) Given the integration of artificial intelligence (AI) onto internet search engines and the tendency
of Al to hallucinate in a manner that exacerbates racism and sexism, how does the IPIB interpret Chapter
22.2 of Iowa’s Open Records Law which decrees as follows: “Every person shall have the right to
examine and copy a public record and to publish or otherwise disseminate a public record or the
information contained in a public record?”

= This question sought to ascertain what conversations have previously taken place within IPIB
about Chapter 22.2 of Towa's Open Records Law which decrees as follows: “Every person shall
have the right to examine and copy a public record and to publish or otherwise disseminate a
public record or the information contained in a public record?” This question was very
inappropriately answered.

My second question to IPIB (at the time I filed my complaint) was the following one:

2) Does IPIB view Chapter 22.2 of Towa’s Open Records Law as a statute that prohibits for-profit
organizations such as AOL, Bing/MSN, Google and Yahoo from harassing and retaliating against people
who have previously published their correspondence with the United States government about the
biography of Jean Seberg (November 13th 1938 — August 30th 1979) or on other issues related to
systemic racism and sexism?

=  This question was also very inappropriately answered because either someone has "the right to
publish or otherwise disseminate a public record” or they don't. Someone can only have "the
right to publish or otherwise disseminate a public record" if they don't have the fear of
harassment or retaliation looming over them.

My third question to IPIB (at the time I filed my complaint) was the following one.

3) Does IPIB view Chapter 22.2 of Iowa’s Open Records Law as a statute that prohibits for-profit
organizations such as AOL, Bing/MSN, Google and Yahoo from filtering, distorting and making
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unsolicited and incorrect summaries of people’s correspondence with the United States government about
the biography of Jean Seberg (November 13th 1938 — August 30th 1979) or on other issues related to
systemic racism and systemic sexism?

= This question was also very inappropriately answered because either someone has "the right ro
publish or otherwise disseminate a public record” or they don't. Someone can only have "the
right to publish or otherwise disseminate a public record” if they don't have the fear of
harassment or retaliation looming over them.

I'll be honest with you. I don't care what you do from this point forward. As previously mentioned, if I
have spoken about your integrity, it's because I no longer trust your judgment.

On a personal level, I do believe that we really have nothing more to say to one another, so I'd appreciate
it if you do not contact me anymore.

As a matter of principle, T only give people one chance, and I see you have ruined your opportunity to
work in a constructive manner on matters related to Chapter 22.2 of Iowa's Open Records Law on two
occasions.

The first time you ruined your opportunity to work in a to work in a constructive manner on matters
related to Chapter 22.2 of Towa's Open Records Law was in your email where you spoke to me about an
“advisory opinion” without answering any of my questions to my original complaint.

The second time you ruined your opportunity to work in a to work in a constructive manner on matters
related to Chapter 22.2 of Iowa's Open Records Law was in your last email.

I would again like to reiterate that someone can only have "the right to publish or otherwise disseminate
a public record” if they don't have the fear of harassment or retfaliation looming over them.

In both your emails to me, you have never once said someone can only have "the right te publish or
otherwise disseminate a public record” if they don't have the fear of harassment or retaliation looming
over them. So, if you open an investigation, I wouldn't trust your investigation because your integrity has
been severely compromised with me.

When you spoke to me about an "advisory opinion,” I asked that you publish my original complaint
because [1] the facts that have led me to file the complaint were straightforward and undisputed; [2] the
questions I had asked IPIB were clear and concise; [3] in your emails to me, you have not answered my
questions appropriately by using the phrase : "It is the opinion of IPIB;" [4] I have lost all confidence in
the integrity of IPIB.

That's why I ask that you not contact me in the future.

Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W
Anti-Racist Human Rights Activist
Audio-Visual Media Analyst
Anti-Propaganda Journalist

P.S: On my end, T do wonder why legal representatives of IPIB would speak to me about an "advisory
opinion” if they don't use the phrase "It is the opinion of IPIB ..." to answer questions asked to

IPIB. Overall, I've noticed that you have done many things that have made me question your integrity and
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your judgment. Metaphorically speaking, you now have a very huge mountain to climb to earn back my
trust, and I just don't think you're up to that task. That's why I ask that you refrain from contacting me
again in the future.

November 07™ 2025 Email Sent by Iowa’s Public Information Board (IPIB) to Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a)
W November 04™ 2025 Complaint

Dear W,

Upon opening a complaint or a request for an advisory opinien, it is common practice to exchange a few
emails with the requester as needed before proceeding with next steps, whether it's to clarify the scope of
our agency's jurisdiction or ensure we understand what exactly is being sought. My original response was
intended to do both; I explained that the complaint you were filing did not appear to be within the scope
of IPIB's review over Chapter 22 based on my initial analysis, and I asked if there was anything I might
be missing which I might help you with, given the volume of materials provided. As stated in that email, I
remain entirely willing to provide advice within IPIB's jurisdiction over Chapter 22 if you reach out to us
again in the future.

However, based on your last email, it is my understanding that you wish to withdraw your request. I will
mark the matter closed as resolved, and you will be under no obligation to communicate with us further.

Best,

Alexander Lee, JD

Agency Counscl

Towa Public Information Board (IPIB)
510 E 12th Street

Jessie M. Parker Building. East

Des Moinges. Iowa 50319

(515) 401-4461

alexander.lee@iowa.gov

www.ipib.lowa.gov

November 07" 2025 Email Sent by Michael A. Avele (a.k.a) W to Jowa’s Public Information Board
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As a matter of principle, I really don't like to give local and state governments in Iowa a "rating" or
a "marking' because I'm not a lobbyist and I have realized a long time ago that lobbying is not for
me.

However, you should know that I have marked the November 04™ 2025 complaint I had previously filed
with the Iowa Public Information Board (IPIB) as being "above your paygrade' to appropriately handle
(based on what you have written to me). I have also marked the question I had raised in the complaint I
had filed with IPIB as being "above your paygrade' to appropriately handle (based on what you have
written to me).

Given this marking, I strongly recommend that you not publish an "advisory opinion"” or any other
"opinion” that mentions me by name or our correspondence with one another on the letter and spirit of
Iowa's Chapter 22.2 which decrees as follows: “Every person shall have the right to examine and copy
a public record and to publish or otherwise disseminate a public record or the information contained in
a public record.”

We have now both shared how we have both marked my complaint, right? So, please don't contact me
anymore and refrain from publishing an "advisory opinion” or any other "opinion"” that mentions me by
name or our correspondence with one another on the letter and spirit of Iowa's Chapter 22.2 which
decrees as follows: “Every person shall have the right to examine and copy a public record and to
publish or otherwise disseminate a public record or the information contained in a public record.”

If you do publish an "opinion,” I ask that you have the integrity to publish my original November 04®
2025 portable document file (PDF) complaint alongside any "advisory opinion.” 1also ask that you have
the integrity to publish our follow-up communications in any "advisory opinion” you intend to issue (if
that is what you intend because I don't know what your intentions are).

For your convenience, I will hereby attach my original November 04™ 2025 PDF complaint I had filed via
email with IPIB.

Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W
Anti-Racist Human Rights Activist
Audio-Visual Media Analyst
Anti-Propaganda Journalist

P.S: I truly believe that the issues we have discussed are sensitive, so proceed with care. Also bear in
mind that I don't want you to publish an "advisory opinion" that mentions me by name based on what we
have discussed. However, I understand that the 1st (First) Amendment of the United States Constitution
applies equally to me as it does to you, so if you do publish an "advisory opinion," 1 ask that you publish
my complaint separately from your "advisory opinion." I also ask that you publish our follow-up
communication separately from any "advisory opinion.” Finally, I ask that you not publish an "advisory
opinion” without publishing my complaint and our follow-up communication with one another
separately.
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When disclosing limited & redacted records about the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH)
Management Directive (MD-715) reporting obligations, the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission
(EEOC) confirmed never having discussed with the NEH [1] their function in the U.S government as

an “independent federal agency created in 1965, [2] the awards they have granted for “fop-rated pro-
posals examined by panels of independent, external reviewers;” 3] the grants they award “typically going
to cultural institutions, such as museums, archives, libraries, colleges, universities, public television, ra-
dio stations, and to individual scholars;” [4] their decision to define the term “humanities” as “the study
and interpretation of language, linguistics, literature, history, jurisprudence, philosophy, archaeology,
comparative religion, ethics etc;” [5] Jean Seberg’s membership with the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (NAACPY); [6] Jean Seberg’s charitable donations to the NAACP and the
Black Panther Party; [7] the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) wiretap of Jean Seberg; [8] the mental
health impact of wiretap on Jean Seberg; [9] the mental health impact of libelous articles (published by
the Los Angeles Times and Newsweek) on Jean Seberg; [10] the circumstances surrounding the suspi-
cious death of Jean Seberg when she was only 40 years old; [11] the performance of Kristen Stewart in
the 2019 movie entitled: “Seberg.”
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The Association for the Advancement of Civil Liberties (AACL) does find it odd that the NEH would
publish a summary of Jean Seberg's biography on their website without internally discussing the matter
among themselves. The AACL also finds it strange that the NEH would publish a summary of Jean
Seberg's biography without contacting [1] the non-profit organizations they say she was close to; [2] the
Department of Justice (DOJ) Federal Bureau of Investigation, who they say were responsible for her wire-
tap; [3] the Los Angeles Times and other news outlets that have gone on to (i) smear her good name, (i)
adversely impact her mental health, (iii) make being an anti-racist seem as if it was a "bad thing."

It is the judgment of the AACL that the processing of the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request,
which was assigned by the NEH Case No.: 22 - 26 was very bizarre. Even though the NEH say that they
[1] are an independent federal agency created in 1965, [2] are responsible for the processing of applica-
tion of grants submitted to them by museums, archives, libraries, colleges, universities, public television,
radio stations, individual scholars etc; [3] have defined the term "humanities” as "the study and interpre-
tations of language, linguistics, literature, history, jurisprudence, philosophy, archaeology, comparative
religion, ethics, etc;"” the AACL was unable to independently confirm this. It is the opinion of the AACL
that the NEH processing of the FOIA request they have assigned Case No.: 22 - 26 further undermined
public confidence in the mission of their agency. The AACL deeply regrets the NEH processing of the
FOIA Request assigned Case No.: 22 - 26 as much as it regrets the processing of the FOIA appeal as-
signed Case No.: 22 - A - 01.

Be well. Take care. Keep yourselves at arms distance.

Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W
Anti-Racist Human Rights Activist
Audio-Visual Media Analyst
Anti-Propaganda Journalist

Notes

When disclosing limited & redacted records about the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH)
Management Directive (MD-715) reporting obligations, the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission
(EEOC) confirmed never having discussed with the NEH [1] their function in the U.S government as an “inde-
pendent federal agency created in 1965;" [2] the awards they have granted for “top-rated proposals examined
by panels of independent, external reviewers;" [3] the grants they award “typically going to cultural institutions,
such as museums, archives, libraries, colleges, universities, public television, radio stations, and to individual
scholars;” [4] their decision to define the term “humanities” as “the study and interpretation of language, lin-
guistics, literature, history, jurisprudence, philosophy, archaeology, comparative religion, ethics etc;” [5] Jean
Seberg's membership with the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACPY); [6]
Jean Seberg’s charitable donations to the NAACP and the Black Panther Party; [7] the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) wiretap of Jean Seberg; [8] the mental health impact of wiretap on Jean Seberg; [9] the
mental health impact of libelous articles (published by the Los Angeles Times and Newsweek) on Jean
Seberg; [10] the circumstances surrounding the suspicious death of Jean Seberg when she was only 40 years
old; [11] the performance of Kristen Stewart in the 2019 movie entitled: “Seberg.”

The Association for the Advancement of Civil Liberties (AACL) does find it odd that the NEH would publish a
summary of Jean Seberg's biography on their website without internally discussing the matter among them-
selves. The AACL also finds it strange that the NEH would publish a summary of Jean Seberg's biography
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without contacting [1] the non-profit organizations they say she was close to; [2] the Department of Justice
(DOJ) Federal Bureau of Investigation, who they say were responsible for her wiretap; [3] the Los Angeles
Times and other news outlets that have gone on to (i) smear her good name, (ii) adversely impact her mental
health, (iii) make being an anti-racist seem as if it was a "bad thing."

It is the judgment of the AACL that the processing of the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, which
was assigned by the NEH Case No.: 22 - 26 was very bizarre. Even though the NEH say that they [1] are an
independent federal agency created in 1965; [2] are responsible for the processing of application of grants
submitted to them by museums, archives, libraries, colleges, universities, public television, radio stations, indi-
vidual scholars etc; [3] have defined the term "humanities" as "the study and interpretations of language, lin-
guistics, literature, history, jurisprudence, philosophy, archaeology, comparative religion, ethics, etc;" the
AACL was unable to independently confirm this. It is the opinion of the AACL that the NEH processing of the
FOIA request they have assigned Case No.: 22 - 26 further undermined public confidence in the mission of
their agency. The AACL deeply regrets the NEH processing of the FOIA Request assigned Case No.: 22 - 26
as much as it regrets the processing of the FOIA appeal assigned Case No.: 22 -A - 01.

Be well. Take care. Keep yourselves at arms distance.

Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W
Anti-Racist Human Rights Activist
Audio-Visual Media Analyst
Anti-Propaganda Journalist
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Abstract

In response to a Public Records Act (PRA) request submitted about the defamation and wiretap of Jean
Seberg (1938 - 1979), the Los Angeles County Library disclosed records of a grant they were awarded by
the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) in March 2013 for the amount of $6,000 (six thousand
dollars). The Los Angeles County Library have also disclosed records attesting that they have paid to the
Los Angeles Times the amounts of 1] $28,200 (twenty eight thousand and two hundred dollars) in 2014;
[2] $39, 946 (thirty nine thousand nine hundred and forty six dollars) in 2015; [3] $39,917 (thirty nine
thousand nine hundred and seventeen dollars) in 2016; [4] $49,577 (forty nine thousand five hundred and
seventy seven dollars) in 2017; [5] $53,927 (fifty three thousand nine hundred and twenty seven dollars) in
2018; [6] $50,606 (fifty thousand six hundred and six dollars) in 2019; [7] $40,235 (forty thousand two
hundred and thirty five dollars) in 2020; [8] $17,593 (seventeen thousand five hundred and ninety three
dollars) in 2021; [9] $24,113 (twenty four thousand one hundred and thirteen dollars) in 2022. In sum, the
Los Angeles County Library have paid $344,114 (three hundred forty four thousand one hundred and
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fourteen dollars) in fees as a direct consequence of their subscription to the Los Angeles Times between
2014 and 2022,

After a search of the Los Angeles County Public Library online catalog, the Association for the
Advancement of Civil Liberties (AACL) was unable to identify any records pertaining to [1] Jean Seberg's
membership with the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP); [2] Jean
Seberg’s charitable donations to the NAACP and the Black Panther Party; [3] the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) wiretap of Jean Seberg; [4] the mental health impact of wiretap on Jean Seberg; [5] the
mental health impact of libelous articles (published by the Los Angeles Times and Newsweek) on Jean
Seberg; [6] the circumstances surrounding the suspicious death of Jean Seberg when she was only 40
years old; [7] the performance of Kristen Stewart in the 2019 movie entitled: “Seberg.”

The AACL does find it odd that the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) would publish a
summary of Jean Seberg's biography on their website without internally discussing the matter among
themselves. The AACL also finds it strange that the NEH would publish a summary of Jean Seberg's
biography without contacting [1] the non-profit organizations they say she was close to; [2] the Department
of Justice (DOJ) Federal Bureau of Investigation, who they say were responsible for her wiretap; [3] the Los
Angeles Times and other news outlets that have gone on to (i) smear her good name, (i) adversely impact
her mental health, (i) make being an anti-racist seem as if it was a "bad thing."

It is the judgment of the AACL that the processing of the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, which
was assigned by the NEH Case No.: 22 - 26 was very bizarre. Even though the NEH say that they [1] are an
independent federal agency created in 1965; 2] are responsible for the processing of application of grants
submitted to them by museums, archives, libraries, colleges, universities, public television, radio stations,
individual scholars etc; [3] have defined the term "humanities” as "the study and interpretations of language,
linguistics, literature, history, jurisprudence, philosophy, archaeology, comparative religion, ethics, etc;” the
AACL was unable to independently confirm this. It is the opinion of the AACL that the NEH processing of
the FOIA request they have assigned Case No.: 22 - 26 further undermined public confidence in the
mission of their agency. The AACL deeply regrets the NEH processing of the FOIA Request assigned Case
No.: 22 - 26 as much as it regrets the processing of the FOIA appeal assigned Case No.: 22 - A-01.

Be well. Take care. Keep yourselves at arms distance.

Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W
Anti-Racist Human Rights Activist
Audio-Visual Media Analyst
Anti-Propaganda Journalist
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Publisher Statement

The Los Angeles County Library disclosed records of a grant they were awarded by the National
Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) in March 2013 for the amount of $6,000 (six thousand dollars). The
Los Angeles County Library have also disclosed records attesting that they have paid to the Los Angeles
Times the amounts of [1] $28,200 (twenty eight thousand and two hundred dollars) in 2014; [2] $39, 946
(thirty nine thousand nine hundred and forty six dollars) in 2015; [3] $39,917 (thirty nine thousand nine
hundred and seventeen dollars) in 2016; [4] $49,577 (forty nine thousand five hundred and seventy seven
dollars) in 2017; [5] $53,927 (fifty three thousand nine hundred and twenty seven dollars) in 2018; [6]
$50,606 (fifty thousand six hundred and six dollars) in 2019; [7] $40,235 (forty thousand two hundred and
thirty five dollars) in 2020; [8] $17,593 (seventeen thousand five hundred and ninety three dollars) in 2021;
[9] $24,113 (twenty four thousand one hundred and thirteen dollars) in 2022. In sum, the Los Angeles
County Library have paid $344,114 (three hundred thousand one hundred and fourteen dollars) in fees as a
direct consequence of their subscription to the Los Angeles Times between 2014 and 2022.

After a search of the Los Angeles County Public Library online catalog, the Association for the
Advancement of Civil Liberties (AACL) was unable to identify any records pertaining to [1] Jean Seberg’s
membership with the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP); [2] Jean
Seberg's charitable donations to the NAACP and the Black Panther Party; [3] the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) wiretap of Jean Seberg; [4] the mental health impact of wiretap on Jean Seberg; [5] the
mental health impact of libelous articles (published by the Los Angeles Times and Newsweek) on Jean
Seberg; [6] the circumstances surrounding the suspicious death of Jean Seberg when she was only 40
years old; [7] the performance of Kristen Stewart in the 2019 movie entitled: “Seberg.”

The AACL does find it odd that the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) would publish a
summary of Jean Seberg's biography on their website without internally discussing the matter among
themselves. The AACL also finds it strange that the NEH would publish a summary of Jean Seberg's
biography without contacting [1] the non-profit organizations they say she was close to; [2] the Department
of Justice (DOJ) Federal Bureau of Investigation, who they say were responsible for her wiretap; [3] the Los
Angeles Times and other news outlets that have gone on to (i) smear her good name, (i) adversely impact
her mental health, {(iii) make being an anti-racist seem as if it was a "bad thing."

It is the judgment of the AACL that the processing of the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, which
was assigned by the NEH Case No.: 22 - 26 was very bizarre. Even though the NEH say that they [1] are an
independent federal agency created in 1965; [2] are responsible for the processing of application of grants
submitted to them by museums, archives, libraries, colleges, universities, public television, radio stations,
individual scholars etc; [3] have defined the term "humanities” as "the study and interpretations of language,
linguistics, literature, history, jurisprudence, philosophy, archaeology, comparative religion, ethics, etc;" the

https://works.bepress.com/michael-ayele/2/ 3/4



9/12/24, 2:46 PM "About the Defamation & Wiretap of Jean Seberg - #Kristen Stewart - #Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W - #Los Angeles County Library (C...
AACL was unable to independently confirm this. It is the opinion of the AACL that the NEH processing of
the FOIA request they have assigned Case No.: 22 - 26 further undermined public confidence in the
mission of their agency. The AACL deeply regrets the NEH processing of the FOIA Request assigned Case
No.: 22 - 26 as much as it regrets the processing of the FOIA appeal assigned Case No.: 22 - A-01.

Be well. Take care. Keep yourselves at arms distance.

Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W
Anti-Racist Human Rights Activist
Audio-Visual Media Analyst
Anti-Propaganda Journalist
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Despite publishing a brief summary of Jean Seberg’s life on their website, the National Endowment for the
Humanities (NEH) denied ever holding internal discussions about [1] Jean Seberg’s membership with the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP); [2] Jean Seberg’s charitable donations to the NAACP
and the Black Panther Party; [3] the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) wiretap of Jean Seberg; [4] the mental
health impact of wiretap on Jean Seberg; [5] the mental health impact of libelous articles (published by the Los
Angeles Times and Newsweek) on Jean Seberg; [6] the circumstances surrounding the suspicious death of Jean
Seberg when she was only 40 years old; [7] the performance of Kristen Stewart in the 2019 movie entitled: “Seberg.”

The Association for the Advancement of Civil Liberties (AACL) does find it odd that the NEH would publish a
summary of Jean Seberg's biography on their website without internally discussing the matter among themselves.
The AACL also finds it strange that the NEH would publish a summary of Jjean Seberg's biography without contacting
[1] the non-profit organizations they say she was close to, (2] the Department of Justice (DOJ) Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI), who they say were responsible for her wiretap; [3] the Los Angeles Times and other news outlets
that have gone on to (i) smear her good name, (ii) adversely impact her mental health, (iij) make being an anti-racist

seem as if it was a "bad thing."”

It is the judgment of the AACL that the processing of the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, which was
assigned by the NEH Case No.: 22 - 26 was very bizarre. Even though the NEH say that they [1] are an independent
federal agency created in 1965; [2] are responsible for the processing of application of grants submitted to them by
museums, archives, libraries, colleges, universities, public television, radio stations, individual scholars etc; [3] have
defined the term "humanities" as "the study and interpretations of language, linguistics, literature, history,
jurisprudence, philosophy, archaeology, comparative religion, ethics, etc,” the AACL was unable to independently
confirm this. It is the opinion of the AACL that the NEH processing of the FOIA request they have assigned Case No.:
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22 - 26 further undermined public confidence in the mission of their agency. The AACL deeply regrets the NEH
processing of the FOIA Request assigned Case No.: 22 - 26 as much as it regrets the processing of the FOIA appeal
assigned Case No.: 22 -A - 01,

Be well. Take care. Keep yourselves at arms distance,

Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W
Anti-Racist Human Rights Activist
Audio-Visual Media Analyst
Anti-Propaganda Journalist
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N‘ Gmail Michael Ayele <waacl13@gmail.com>

Complaint With lowa's Public Information Board (IPIB)

Michael Ayele <waacl13@gmail.com> Fri, Nov 7, 2025 at 12:40 AM
To: "Lee, Alexander” <alexander.lee@iowa.gov>, ipib@iowa.gov, charlotte.miller@iowa.gov, charissa.flege@iowa.gov, jayde.hilton@iowa.gov
Cc: "Michael Ayele (W)" <waacl13@gmail.com>

The questions I have asked IPIB were the following ones.

1) Given the integration of artificial intelligence (AI) onto internet search engines and the tendency of Al to hallucinate in a manner that exacerbates
racism and sexism, how does the IPIB interpret Chapter 22.2 of Iowa’s Open Records Law which decrees as follows: “Every person shall have the right to
examine and copy a public record and to publish or otherwise disseminate a public record or the information contained in a public record?”

2) Does IPIB view Chapter 22.2 of Iowa’s Open Records Law as a statute that prohibits for-profit organizations such as AOL, Bing/MSN, Google and

Yahoo from harassing and retaliating against people who have previously published their correspondence with the United States government about the
biography of Jean Seberg (November 13th 1938 — August 30th 1979) or on other issues related to systemic racism and sexism?

‘3\) Does IPIB view Chapter 22.2 of lowa’s Open Records Law as a statute that prohibits for-profit organizations such as AOL, Bing/MSN, Google and
ahoo from filtering, distorting and making unsolicited and incorrect summaries of people’s correspondence with the United States government about the
biography of Jean Seberg (November 13th 1938 — August 30th 1979) or on other issues related to systemic racism and systemic sexism?

» In response to question No.:1, you are definitely entitled to say: “The IPIB has never had thorough discussions about Chapter 22.2 of lowa s Open
Records Law which decrees that ‘every person shall have the right to examine and copy a public record and publish or otherwise disseminate a public
record or the information contained in public record.’”

» In response to question No.: 2, you are definitely entitled to say: “It is the opinion of IPIB that Chapter 22.2 of Iowa s Open Records Law does not
address retaliatory harassment.” However, you are not entitled to say that “Chapter 22.2 of Iowa s Open Records Law does not address retaliatory
harassment.” As previously mentioned, Chapter 22.2 of Iowa’s Open Records Law decrees as follows: “Every person shall have the right to examine
and copy a public record and to publish or otherwise disseminate a public record or the information contained in a public record.”

I think it’s important to stress here that Chapter 22.2 of lowa’s Open Records Law makes no distinction between federal government records or state
government when decreeing as follows: “Every person shall have the right to examine and copy a public record and to publish or otherwise
disseminate a public record or the information contained in a public record.”

Indeed, Chapter 22.2 of Iowa’s Open Records Law does not have a caveat which says: “Every person shall have the right to examine and copy a public
record and to publish or otherwise disseminate a public record so long as the record has been obtained from a local or state government agency in
lowa.”

Therefore, because Chapter 22.2 does not have the caveat mentioned above, it naturally follows that “every person shall have the right to examine and
copy a public record to publish or otherwise disseminate a public record or the information contained in a record” without harassment and
retaliation whether the record has been obtained from the federal government or from local/state government agencies in Iowa.

» In response to Question No.: 3, you are entitled to say: “It is the opinion of IPIB that Chapter 22.2 of lowa’s Open Records Law does not apply to for-
profit search engines such as AOL, Bing/MSN, Google or Yahoo.”

However, you are not entitled to say: “Chapter 22.2 of Iowas Open Record Law does not apply to for-profit search engines such as AOL, Bing/MSN,
Google or Yahoo.”

As previously mentioned, I think it’s important to stress here that Chapter 22.2 of Iowa’s Open Records Law decrees as follows: “Every person shall
have the right to examine and copy a public record and to publish or otherwise disseminate a public record or the information contained in a public
record.”

My interpretation of Chapter 22.2 of Iowa’s Open Records Law is that if someone has “the right to do something,” then that someone has “right to do
something without harassment or retaliation or fear of harassment or fear of retaliation” whether the harassment or retaliation is coming from the
government or for-profit private entities. Of course, this is just my opinion, and I understand that IPIB doesn’t share this opinion. However, just because
IPIB doesn’t share this opinion of mine, this doesn’t make you the final arbiter on how to interpret Chapter 22.2 of Iowa’s Open Records Law.

Chapter 22.2 of Jowa’s Open Records Law is open to interpretation by anyone, and I’ve previously shared with you my interpretation of this statute. You
are of course fully entitled to disagree with my interpretation of this statute, but I think you shoulcf, you have the intellectual honesty and academic
decency to say that [1] Chapter 22.2 of lowa’s Open Records Law decrees as follows : “Every person shall have the right to examine and copy a public
record and to publish or otherwise disseminate a public record or the information contained in a public record;” [2] it’s the opinion of Michael A.
Ayele (a.k.a) W that “if someone has the right to dg something, then that someone should have the right to do something without harassment or
retaliation or fear of harassment or fear of retaliation whether the harassment or retaliation is coming from the government or for-profit private entities”
[3] the IPIB is not the final arbiter on how to interpret Chapter 22.2 of Iowa’s Open Records Law; [4] everyone is entitled to their own interpretation of
Chapter 22.2 of Iowa’s Open Records Law.

If you’re going to publish your advisory opinion to my complaint, I hereby ask that you have the integrity to publish my original complaint and this email
message alongside it.

If you're going to publish your advisory opinion to my complaint, I also ask that you begin your sentence with: "It's the opinion of IPIB that...." because you're
entitleg t(i your opinion, but it's important to remind laymen people that it's O.K for people have different interpretation of Chapter 22.2 of Iowa's Open
Records Law.

Take care.

Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W
Anti-Racist Human Rights Activist
Audio-Visual Media Analyst
Anti-Propaganda Journalist



On Thu, Nov 6, 2025 at 11:12 PM Lee, Alexander <alexander.lee@iowa.gov> wrote:
Dear W,

We have received your request for an advisary opinion and/or formal complaint, and | will be responding on IPIB's behalf.

For our initial response, | do not believe that this is a matter within IPIB's jurisdiction, for a few potential reasons. First, we are an lowa state agency, and we are limited to the oversight of lowa's open
meetings (Chapter 21) and public records laws {Chapter 22). Your records request appears to be based on the Freedom of Information Act (FQIA), which is a federal statute, and the responding party was
the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH), a federal agency. IPIB is not inveolved in federal records law.

Your complaint also appears to be against a group of private corporations. Chapter 22 applies only to requests for public records filed with government bodies in the State of lowa. While other entities may
sametimes be in possession of public records, only a government body may be the lawful custodian, and enforcement under Section 22.10 is limited to those bodies. Chapter 22 does not address retaliatory
harassment or the information provided by commercial search engines, even if there is a connection to a public records request.

IPIB is also limited in its ability to consider complaints outside of our sixty-day statute of limitations, which requires a complainant to file "within sixty days from the time the alleged violation accurred or the
complainant could have become aware of the violation with reasonable diligence.” Based on what has been provided, it appears that much of whal you are describing took place in previous years, which
may put it outside of the sixty-day window.

To answer your questions, Chapter 22 does not apply 1o organizations such as ACL, Bing/MSN, Google, or Yahoo, as they are not government bodies within the State of lowa.
Please let me know if | am missing anything, or if there is anything you would like me to clarify.

Best regards,

P |

"

oyl

=|PIB
rowa Public information Souc

Alexander Lee, JD
Agency Counsel
Towa Public Information Board (IPIB)
510 E 12th Street
Jessie M, Parker Building, East
Des Moines, lowa 50319
(515) 401-4461
alexander.lee@iowa.gov
www.ipib.iowa.gov

On Tue, Nov 4, 2025 at 4:55 AM Michael Ayele <waacl13@gmail.com> wrote:

W (AACL) Date.: November 04" 2025

Michacl A. Aycle

P.O.Box 20438

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

E-mail: waacl13@gmail.com ; waacl1313@gmail.com ; waacl42913@gmail.com

Complaint with [owa’s Public Information Board {IPIB)
Hello,

This is Michael A. Ayele sending this message though I now go by W and I prefer to be referred to as such.
T am writing this letter to the Iowa Public Information Board (IPIB) for the purpose of filing a complaint.
The facts that have led me to file this complaint are straightforward and the facts are not in dispute.

While T was an undergraduate student at Westminster College (Fulton, Missouri) in the early 2010s, 1 came across the biography of Jean Seberg (November 13th 1938 - August 30th
1979): a woman who was born and raised in the State of lowa. Incidentally, Jean Seberg has previously attended the University of lowa, and the public facing web page of that
university lists her as an atumna of note who has made good-faith efforts to make the world furthermore anti-racist and anti-sexist.

Approximately 9 (nine) years ago, in the Spring of 2016, the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) (a federal agency of the United States government) published a very
bricf biography of Jean Scberg noting how [1] she had become a member of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) at the age of 14 (fourteen) in
1952; [2] she was wiretapped and defamed by the Department of Justice (DOJ) Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) for being an anti-racist and anti-sexist woman; 3] she was
subjected to slanderous articles published by news media organizations such as the Los Angeles Times and Newsweek for being an anti-racist and anti-sexist woman.

On Fcbruary 04th 2022, 1 filed a Frecdom of Information Act (FOIA} request with the NEH secking to ascertain what conversations (if any) they have had with [1] the NAACP prior
to publishing their biography of Jean Seberg publicizing how she had become a member at the age of 14; [2] their government partuers in the FBI prior to publishing their biography
of Jean Seberg publicizing how she was defamed and wiretapped by the FBI (in coordination with news media organizations such as the Los Angeles Times and Newsweek).

In response to my FOIA request (which had been assigned FOIA Request Case No.: 22 - 26), the NEH informed me on (or around) March 24th 2022 that prior to publishing their
biography of Jcan Scberg, they had not given a heads-up to the DOJ (FBI) to inform them that they would ofticially recognize the defamation and wirctap of Jean Scberg.
Additionally, the NEH informed me that prior to publishing their biography of Jean Seberg, they had not given a heads-up to the NAACP to inform them how Jean Seberg (as a white
girl and at the height of Jim Crow segregation) became a member of their non-profit organization. Lastly, the NEH informed me that prior to publishing their biography of Jean
Seberg. they had not contacted news media organizations such as the Los Angeles Times and Newsweek who had made eftorts to slander her good name for being an anti-racist and
anti-sexist woman.

As a political scientist (by (raining and education), T was a litile bit perplexed by many aspects of the NEH processing of the FOTA request they had assigned Case No.: 22 - 26. One
of the things that startled me about their processing of my FOIA request was how they denied ever having contacted the DOJ (FBI) before publishing their biography of Jean Seberg.
To this day, I continuc to be very skeptical by the NEH claim that they have not contacted the FBI prior to publishing their biography of Jean Scberg wherein they recognized that the
FBI had a vendetta against Jean Seberg because she was an anti-racist and anti-sexist woman.

A few months after the conclusion of my correspondence with the NEH about the biography of Jean Seberg. [ began disseminating my correspondence with the NEH (sometime in
July 2022). At the time [ began publishing my correspondence with the NEIT on digital publication platforms, I had published it as is by including the NEII response to my FOIA



request as well as my original FOIA request. Not long after I published my correspondence with the NEH about the biography of Jean Seberg, I began noticing how there was a non-
negligible amount of frenzy about the written exchange I had with the NEH. However, I chose to ignore this frenzy hoping it would go away on its own, but it didn't. Indeed, after the
frenzy that my correspondence with the NEH had generated came the filtering and distortion of my correspondence with the NEH on various internet search engines including but not
limited to AOL, Bing/MSN, Google and Yahoo.

As you are likely aware, Chapter 22.2 of Iowa’s Open Records Law decrees that “every person shall have the right to examine and copy a public record and to publish or otherwise
disseminate a public record or the information contained in a public record.” For me, this statute makes absolutely clear that the dissemination of a public record is not a privilege. but
an inherent right of the public (and the press) in a free and democratic society. In other words, once a record has been transmitted from a government body to an individual recipient,
that individual recipient is fully entitled to share, reproduce, or otherwise circulate that record without interference or retaliation. The spirit of lowa Code Chapter 22.2 rests on a
simple but vilal democratic principle that the individual recipient of a public record — not private corporations — determines how, when, and in what form government information is
made accessible. When scarch engines such as AOL, Bing/MSN. Google and Yahoo filter, distort. and suppress correspondence between the government and those primarily engaged
in the dissemination of public records, they are in essence violating the letter and the spirit of lowa Code Chapter 22.2.

Unfortunately, T regret to inform you that what has happened to me has happened to others. For instance, on (or around) December 27th 2023, the New York Times (NYT) had filed a
complaint against Microsoft and OpenAl for filtering and distorting their correspondence with the United States government. According to that complaint, Microsott and OpenAl
gencrative artificial intelligence (“GENAI™) tools rely on large-language models (“LLMs”) that were built by copving and using millions of NYT copyrighted news articles, in-depth
investigations, opinion pieces, reviews, how-to guides and more. (...) Through Microsoft's Bing Chat (recently rebranded as ‘Copilot’) and Opendl's ChatGPT, both Microsofi and
OpenAl seek to free-ride on the NYT massive investment in its journalism by using it to build substitutive product without permission or payment. (...) At the same time as Microsofi
and Opendl models are copving. reproducing, and paraphrasing NYT content without consent or compensation. they are also causing the NYT commercial and competitive injury by
misattributing content to the NYT that it did not, in fuct, publish. In Al parlance, this is called a “hallucinution.’ In plain English, it's misinformation. ChatGPT defines u
‘hallucination’ as the ‘phenomenon of a machine, such as a chatbot, generating seemingly realistic sensory experiences that do not correspond to any real-world input. ' Instead of
saying, ‘I don't know,’ Microsoft and OpenAl GPT models will confidently provide information that is. at best. not quite accurate, and, at worst. demonstrably (but not recognizahly)
false. And human reviewers find it verv difficult to distinguish “hallucinations from truthful output. These ‘hallucinations’ mislead users as to the source of the information they are
ohtaining, leading them to incorrectly believe that the information provided has been vetted and published by the NYT. Users who ask a search engine what the NYT has wrilten on a
subject should be provided with neither an unauthorized copy nor an inacewrate forgery of a NYT article, but a link to the article itself”

The NYT have also noted in their December 27th 2023 complaint that “if takes enormous resources to publish, on average, more than 250 original articles every day. Many of these
articles tuke months — and sometimes longer — to report. That output is the work of approximately 5,800 full-time equivalent Times employees (as of December 31st 2022), some 2,600
of whom are directly involved in the Time s journalisin operation. Quite often, the most vital news reporting for society is the most resource-intensive. Some of The Time s most
important journalism requires deploying teams of journalists at great cost to report on the ground around the world, providing best-in-class-security and support. filing lawsuits
against government entities to hring information to light, and supporting journalists through investigations that can take nonths or vears. (...) Making great journalism is harder than
ever. Over the past two decades, the traditional business models that supported quality journalism have collapsed, forcing the shuttering of newspapers all over the country. It has
become more difficult for the public to sort fact from fiction in toduy's information ecosystem, as misinformation floods the internet, television, and other media. If The Times and
other news organizations cannot produce and protect their independent journalism, there will be a vacuum that no computer or artificial intelligence can fill. The protection of the
Time's intellectual property is critical to its continued ability to fund world-class journalism in the public interest. If The Times and its peers cannot control the use of their content,
their abilitv to monetize that content will be harmed. With less revenue, news organizations will have fewer journalists able to dedicate time and resources to important. in-depth
slories, which creates a risk that those stories will go unitold. Less journalism will be produced and the cost to socicty will be enormous. The Times depends on its exclusive rights of’
reproduction, adaptation, publication, performance, and display under copyright law to resist these forces. (...) The Times requires third parties to obtain permission before using
Times content and trademarks jor commercial purposes, and for decades The Times has licensed its content under negotiated licensing agreements. These agreements help ensure that
The Times controls how, where, and for how long its content and brand appears and that it receives fair compensation for third-party use. Third-parties, including large tech
platforms, pav The Times significant royalties under these agreements in exchange for the right to use Times content for narrowly defined purposes. The agreenients prohibit uses
heyond those authorized purposes. (...} In 2019, the Times published u Pulitzer-prize winning, five-part series on predatory lending in New York City s taxi industry. The 18-month
investigation included 600 interviews, with move than 100 records requests, large scale data analysis, and the review of thousands of pages of internal bank records and other
documents, and vultimately led to criminal probes and the enactment of new laws to prevent fidure abuse. OpenAl had no role in the creation of this content, yet with minimal
prompting, will recite large portions of it verbatim.”

Therefore, the questions I am asking the Towa Public Information Board (IPIB) to address are the following anes.

1) Given the integration of artificial intelligence {Al) onto internet search engines and the tendency of Al fo hailucinate in a manner that exacerbates racism and sexism, how
does the IPIB interpret Chapter 22.2 of lowa’s Open Records Law which decrees as follows: “Every person shall have the right to examine and copy a public record and to publish or
otherwise disseminate a public record or the information contained in a public record?”

2) Does IPIB view Chapler 22.2 of Towa’s Open Records Law as a statute that prohibits for-profit organizations such as AOL, Bing/MSN, Google and Yahoo from harassing and
retaliating against people who have previously published their correspondence with the United States government about the biography of Jean Seberg (November 13th 1938 — August
30th 1979) or on other issues related to systemic racism and sexism?

3) Does IPIB view Chapler 22.2 of Towa’s Open Records Law as a statute that prohibits for-profit organizations such as AOL, Bing/MSN, Google and Yahoo from filtering,
distorting and making unsolicited and incorrect summaries of people’s correspondence with the United States government about the biography of Jean Seberg (November 13th 1938 ~
August 30th 1979} or on cther issues related to systemic racism and systemic sexism?

Be well. Stay well, Take care. Keep yourselves at arms distance.

Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W
Anti-Racist Human Rights Activist
Audio-Visual Mcdia Analyst
Anti-Propaganda Journalist

3 attachments

W (AACL) Nov 04th 2025 Complaint.pdf
1377K

W {AACL) Degree and Transcript.pdf
621K

Bio of Jean Seberg After Defamation and Wiretap.pdf
3609K
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Complaint with Iowa’s Public Information Board (IPIB)

Hello,

This is Michael A. Ayele sending this message though I now go by W and I prefer to be referred
to as such.

1 am writing this letter to the Iowa Public Information Board (IPIB) for the purpose of filing a
complaint.

The facts that have led me to file this complaint are straightforward and the facts are not in
dispute.

While I was an undergraduate student at Westminster College (Fulton, Missouri) in the early
2010s, I came across the biography of Jean Seberg (November 13th 1938 - August 30th 1979): a
woman who was born and raised in the State of lowa. Incidentally, Jean Seberg has previously
attended the University of Iowa, and the public facing web page of that university lists her as an
alumna of note who has made good-faith efforts to make the world furthermore anti-racist and
anti-sexist.

Approximately 9 (nine) years ago, in the Spring of 2016, the National Endowment for the
Humanities (NEH) (a federal agency of the United States government) published a very brief
biography of Jean Seberg noting how [1] she had become a member of the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) at the age of 14 (fourteen) in 1952; [2] she
was wiretapped and defamed by the Department of Justice (DOJ) Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) for being an anti-racist and anti-sexist woman; [3] she was subjected to
slanderous articles published by news media organizations such as the Los Angeles Times and
Newsweek for being an anti-racist and anti-sexist woman.

On February 04th 2022, I filed a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request with the NEH
seeking to ascertain what conversations (if any) they have had with [1] the NAACP prior to
publishing their biography of Jean Seberg publicizing how she had become a member at the age
of 14; [2] their government partners in the FBI prior to publishing their biography of Jean Seberg
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publicizing how she was defamed and wiretapped by the FBI (in coordination with news media
organizations such as the Los Angeles Times and Newsweek).

In response to my FOIA request (which had been assigned FOIA Request Case No.: 22 - 26), the
NEH informed me on (or around) March 24th 2022 that prior to publishing their biography of
Jean Seberg, they had not given a heads-up to the DOJ (FBI) to inform them that they would
officially recognize the defamation and wiretap of Jean Seberg. Additionally, the NEH informed
me that prior to publishing their biography of Jean Seberg, they had not given a heads-up to the
NAACP to inform them how Jean Seberg (as a white girl and at the height of Jim Crow
segregation) became a member of their non-profit organization. Lastly, the NEH informed me
that prior to publishing their biography of Jean Seberg, they had not contacted news media
organizations such as the Los Angeles Times and Newsweek who had made efforts to slander
her good name for being an anti-racist and anti-sexist woman.

As a political scientist (by training and education), I was a little bit perplexed by many aspects of
the NEH processing of the FOIA request they had assigned Case No.: 22 - 26. One of the things
that startled me about their processing of my FOIA request was how they denied ever having
contacted the DOJ (FBI) before publishing their biography of Jean Seberg. To this day, I
continue to be very skeptical by the NEH claim that they have not contacted the FBI prior to
publishing their biography of Jean Seberg wherein they recognized that the FBI had a vendetta
against Jean Seberg because she was an anti-racist and anti-sexist woman.

A few months after the conclusion of my correspondence with the NEH about the biography of
Jean Seberg, I began disseminating my correspondence with the NEH (sometime in July 2022).
At the time I began publishing my correspondence with the NEH on digital publication
platforms, I had published it as is by including the NEH response to my FOIA request as well as
my original FOIA request. Not long after I published my correspondence with the NEH about the
biography of Jean Seberg, I began noticing how there was a non-negligible amount of frenzy
about the written exchange I had with the NEH. However, I chose to ignore this frenzy hoping it
would go away on its own, but it didn't. Indeed, after the frenzy that my correspondence with the
NEH had generated came the filtering and distortion of my correspondence with the NEH on
various internet search engines including but not limited to AOL, Bing/MSN, Google and
Yahoo.

As you are likely aware, Chapter 22.2 of Jowa’s Open Records Law decrees that “every person
shall have the right to examine and copy a public record and to publish or otherwise disseminate
a public record or the information contained in a public record.” For me, this statute makes
absolutely clear that the dissemination of a public record is not a privilege, but an inherent right
of the public (and the press) in a free and democratic society. In other words, once a record has
been transmitted from a government body to an individual recipient, that individual recipient is
fully entitled to share, reproduce, or otherwise circulate that record without interference or
retaliation. The spirit of lowa Code Chapter 22.2 rests on a simple but vital democratic principle
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that the individual recipient of a public record — not private corporations — determines how,
when, and in what form government information is made accessible. When search engines such
as AOL, Bing/MSN, Google and Yahoo filter, distort, and suppress correspondence between the
government and those primarily engaged in the dissemination of public records, they are in
essence violating the letter and the spirit of Iowa Code Chapter 22.2.

Unfortunately, I regret to inform you that what has happened to me has happened to others. For
instance, on (or around) December 27th 2023, the New York Times (NYT) had filed a complaint
against Microsoft and OpenAl for filtering and distorting their correspondence with the United
States government. According to that complaint, Microsoft and OpenAl generative artificial
intelligence (“GENAI”) tools rely on large-language models (“LLMs”) that were built “by
copying and using millions of NYT copyrighted news articles, in-depth investigations, opinion
pieces, reviews, how-to guides and more. (...) Through Microsoft’s Bing Chat (recently
rebranded as ‘Copilot’) and OpenAl’s ChatGPT, both Microsoft and OpenAl seek to free-ride on
the NYT massive investment in its journalism by using it to build substitutive product without
permission or payment. (...) At the same time as Microsoft and OpenAI models are copying,
reproducing, and paraphrasing NYT content without consent or compensation, they are also
causing the NYT commercial and competitive injury by misattributing content to the NYT that it
did not, in fact, publish. In Al parlance, this is called a ‘hallucination.’ In plain English, it’s
misinformation. ChatGPT defines a ’hallucination’ as the ‘phenomenon of a machine, such as a
chatbot, generating seemingly realistic sensory experiences that do not correspond to any real-
world input.’ Instead of saying, ‘I don’t know,” Microsoft and OpenAl GPT models will
confidently provide information that is, at best, not quite accurate, and, at worst, demonstrably
(but not recognizably) false. And human reviewers find it very difficult to distinguish
‘hallucinations’ from truthful output. These ‘hallucinations’ mislead users as to the source of the
information they are obtaining, leading them to incorrectly believe that the information provided
has been vetted and published by the NYT. Users who ask a search engine what the NYT has
written on a subject should be provided with neither an unauthorized copy nor an inaccurate
forgery of a NYT article, but a link to the article itself.”

The NYT have also noted in their December 27th 2023 complaint that “it takes enormous
resources to publish, on average, more than 250 original articles every day. Many of these
articles take months — and sometimes longer — to report. That output is the work of
approximately 5,800 full-time equivalent Times employees (as of December 31st 2022), some
2,600 of whom are directly involved in the Time’s journalism operation. Quite often, the most
vital news reporting for society is the most resource-intensive. Some of The Time's most
important journalism requires deploying teams of journalists at great cost to report on the
ground around the world, providing best-in-class-security and support, filing lawsuits against
government entities to bring information to light, and supporting journalists through
investigations that can take months or years. (...) Making great journalism is harder than ever.
Over the past two decades, the traditional business models that supported quality journalism
have collapsed, forcing the shuttering of newspapers all over the country. It has become more
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difficult for the public to sort fact from fiction in today s information ecosystem, as
misinformation floods the internet, television, and other media. If The Times and other news
organizations cannot produce and protect their independent journalism, there will be a vacuum
that no computer or artificial intelligence can fill. The protection of the Time’s intellectual
property is critical to its continued ability to fund world-class journalism in the public interest. If
The Times and its peers cannot control the use of their content, their ability to monetize that
content will be harmed. With less revenue, news organizations will have fewer journalists able to
dedicate time and resources to important, in-depth stories, which creates a risk that those stories
will go untold. Less journalism will be produced and the cost to society will be enormous. The
Times depends on its exclusive rights of reproduction, adaptation, publication, performance, and
display under copyright law to resist these forces. (...) The Times requires third parties to obtain
permission before using Times content and trademarks for commercial purposes, and for
decades The Times has licensed its content under negotiated licensing agreements. These
agreements help ensure that The Times controls how, where, and for how long its content and
brand appears and that it receives fair compensation for third-party use. Third-parties, including
large tech platforms, pay The Times significant royalties under these agreements in exchange for
the right to use Times content for narrowly defined purposes. The agreements prohibit uses
beyond those authorized purposes. (...) In 2019, the Times published a Pulitzer-prize winning,
five-part series on predatory lending in New York City’s taxi industry. The 18-month
investigation included 600 interviews, with more than 100 records requests, large scale data
analysis, and the review of thousands of pages of internal bank records and other documents,
and ultimately led to criminal probes and the enactment of new laws to prevent future abuse.
OpenAl had no role in the creation of this content, yet with minimal prompting, will recite large
portions of it verbatim.”

Therefore, the questions I am asking the Iowa Public Information Board (IPIB) to address are the
following ones.

1) Given the integration of artificial intelligence (AlI) onto internet search engines and the
tendency of Al to hallucinate in a manner that exacerbates racism and sexism, how does the IPIB
interpret Chapter 22.2 of Iowa’s Open Records Law which decrees as follows: “Every person
shall have the right to examine and copy a public record and to publish or otherwise disseminate
a public record or the information contained in a public record?”

2) Does IPIB view Chapter 22.2 of [owa’s Open Records Law as a statute that prohibits for-
profit organizations such as AOL, Bing/MSN, Google and Yahoo from harassing and retaliating
against people who have previously published their correspondence with the United States
government about the biography of Jean Seberg (November 13th 1938 — August 30th 1979) or
on other issues related to systemic racism and sexism?

3) Does IPIB view Chapter 22.2 of [owa’s Open Records Law as a statute that prohibits for-
profit organizations such as AOL, Bing/MSN, Google and Yahoo from filtering, distorting and
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making unsolicited and incorrect summaries of people’s correspondence with the United States
government about the biography of Jean Seberg (November 13th 1938 — August 30th 1979) or
on other issues related to systemic racism and systemic sexism?

Be well. Stay well. Take care. Keep yourselves at arms distance.

Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W
Anti-Racist Human Rights Activist
Audio-Visual Media Analyst
Anti-Propaganda Journalist
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Rights When disclosing limited & redacted records about the

National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH)
Management Directive (MD-715) reporting obligatiokgre...

When disclosing limited & redacted records about the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH)
Management Directive (MD-715) reporting obligations, the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission
(EEOC) confirmed never having discussed with the NEH [1] their function in the U.S government as

an “independent federal agency created in 1965;” [2] the awards they have granted for “fop-rated pro-
posals examined by panels of independent, external reviewers;” [3] the grants they award “typically going
to cultural institutions, such as museums, archives, libraries, colleges, universities, public television, ra-
dio stations, and to individual scholars,” [4] their decision to define the term “humanities” as “the study
and interpretation of language, linguistics, literature, history, jurisprudence, philosophy, archaeology,
comparative religion, ethics etc;” [5] Jean Seberg’s membership with the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP); [6] Jean Seberg’s charitable donations to the NAACP and the
Black Panther Party; [7] the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) wiretap of Jean Seberg; [8] the mental
health impact of wiretap on Jean Seberg; [9] the mental health impact of libelous articles (published by
the Los Angeles Times and Newsweek) on Jean Seberg; [10] the circumstances surrounding the suspi-
cious death of Jean Seberg when she was only 40 years old; [11] the performance of Kristen Stewart in
the 2019 movie entitled: “Seberg.”
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The Association for the Advancement of Civil Liberties (AACL) does find it odd that the NEH would
publish a summary of Jean Seberg's biography on their website without internally discussing the matter
among themselves. The AACL also finds it strange that the NEH would publish a summary of Jean
Seberg's biography without contacting [1] the non-profit organizations they say she was close to; [2] the
Department of Justice (DOJ) Federal Bureau of Investigation, who they say were responsible for her wire-
tap; [3] the Los Angeles Times and other news outlets that have gone on to (i) smear her good name, (ii)
adversely impact her mental health, (iii) make being an anti-racist seem as if it was a "bad thing."

It is the judgment of the AACL that the processing of the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request,
which was assigned by the NEH Case No.: 22 - 26 was very bizarre. Even though the NEH say that they
[1] are an independent federal agency created in 1965, [2] are responsible for the processing of applica-
tion of grants submitted to them by museums, archives, libraries, colleges, universities, public television,
radio stations, individual scholars etc; [3] have defined the term "humanities" as "the study and interpre-
tations of language, linguistics, literature, history, jurisprudence, philosophy, archaeology, comparative
religion, ethics, etc;"” the AACL was unable to independently confirm this. It is the opinion of the AACL
that the NEH processing of the FOIA request they have assigned Case No.: 22 - 26 further undermined
public confidence in the mission of their agency. The AACL deeply regrets the NEH processing of the
FOIA Request assigned Case No.: 22 - 26 as much as it regrets the processing of the FOIA appeal as-
signed Case No.: 22 - A - 01.

Be well. Take care. Keep yourselves at arms distance.

Michael A. Ayele (ak.a) W
Anti-Racist Human Rights Activist
Audio-Visual Media Analyst
Anti-Propaganda Journalist

Notes

When disclosing limited & redacted records about the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH)
Management Directive (MD-715) reporting obligations, the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission
(EEOC) confirmed never having discussed with the NEH [1] their function in the U.S government as an “inde-
pendent federal agency created in 1965;" [2] the awards they have granted for “top-rated proposals examined
by panels of independent, external reviewers;” [3] the grants they award “typically going to cultural institutions,
such as museums, archives, libraries, colleges, universities, public television, radio stations, and to individual
scholars;” [4] their decision to define the term “humanities” as “the study and interpretation of language, lin-
guistics, literature, history, jurisprudence, philosophy, archaeology, comparative religion, ethics etc;” [5] Jean
Seberg’s membership with the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP); [6]
Jean Seberg’s charitable donations to the NAACP and the Black Panther Party; [7] the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) wiretap of Jean Seberg; [8] the mental health impact of wiretap on Jean Seberg; [9] the
mental health impact of libelous articles (published by the Los Angeles Times and Newsweek) on Jean
Seberg; [10] the circumstances surrounding the suspicious death of Jean Seberg when she was only 40 years
old; [11] the performance of Kristen Stewart in the 2019 movie entitled: “Seberg.”

The Association for the Advancement of Civil Liberties (AACL) does find it odd that the NEH would publish a
summary of Jean Seberg's biography on their website without internally discussing the matter among them-
selves. The AACL also finds it strange that the NEH would publish a summary of Jean Seberg's biography
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without contacting [1] the non-profit organizations they say she was close to; [2] the Department of Justice
(DOJ) Federal Bureau of Investigation, who they say were responsible for her wiretap; [3] the Los Angeles
Times and other news outlets that have gone on to (i} smear her good name, (ii) adversely impact her mental
health, (iii) make being an anti-racist seem as if it was a "bad thing."

It is the judgment of the AACL that the processing of the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, which
was assigned by the NEH Case No.: 22 - 26 was very bizarre. Even though the NEH say that they [1] are an
independent federal agency created in 1965; [2] are responsible for the processing of application of grants
submitted to them by museums, archives, libraries, colleges, universities, public television, radio stations, indi-
vidual scholars etc; [3] have defined the term "humanities" as "the study and interpretations of language, lin-
guistics, literature, history, jurisprudence, philosophy, archaeology, comparative religion, ethics, etc;" the
AACL was unable to independently confirm this. It is the opinion of the AACL that the NEH processing of the
FOIA request they have assigned Case No.: 22 - 26 further undermined public confidence in the mission of
their agency. The AACL deeply regrets the NEH processing of the FOIA Request assigned Case No.: 22 - 26
as much as it regrets the processing of the FOIA appeal assigned Case No.: 22 - A - 01.

Be well. Take care. Keep yourselves at arms distance.

Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W
Anti-Racist Human Rights Activist
Audio-Visual Media Analyst
Anti-Propaganda Journalist

Addeddate 2022-07-15 04:40:59

Identifier mental-health-well-being-after-wiretap-jean-seberg-kris-
ten-stewart-michael-ayele-w-aacl

Year 2022

- Reviews © Add Review

There are no reviews yet. Be the first one to write a review.

31 Views

1 Favorite

DOWNLOAD OPTIONS

CHOCR 1 file
HOCR 1 file

https://archive.org/details/mental-health-well-being-after-wiretap-jean-seberg-kristen-stewart-michael-ayele-w-aacl 4/5



6/8/24, 6:18 AM About the Defamation & Wiretap of Jean Seberg from the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) - #Michael Ayele (a....

ITEM TILE 1 file
OCR PAGE INDEX 1 file
OCR SEARCH TEXT 1 file
PAGE NUMBERS JSON 1 file
PDF 1 file
SINGLE PAGE PROCESSED JP2 ZIP 1 file
TORRENT 1 file
SHOW ALL 14 Files

6 Original

IN COLLECTIONS

Community Texts

Community Collections - !

Uploaded by

Michael Ayele

on July 15, 2022

Terms of Service (last updated 12/31/2014)

https://archive.org/details/mental-health-well-being-after-wiretap-jean-seberg-kristen-stewart-michael-ayele-w-aacl 5/5



d X1IANHAddV



yaueas 0} 313y adh] o E

"ISIAIIOB pUB SSaUok 1sioel-flue ue ‘Blageg uesy 1o deyaiaim pue ucnewelep
ay} inoge si suoijealignd ayl 40 auQ "Aljigesip pue ‘uoielbiwwi ‘ynesse jenxas ‘saiuaqi A Buipnjou
‘s01d0] snowea uo spiodal oljgnd saysiignd jey; uoneziueblo yoid-uou e st A (eY'E) 919AY 'Y [9eUYIN

M B Y B aiahy Y |eeudi/sioyine/woo aseysbiy
aleysby - M (e'e) aj9Ay 'Y |9eyoIN

"8SEO ay] Ul JUSWBA|OAUI S, TOVY 24l pue ‘sawl] 1 2yl o] uonduoasgns sAieiqi Ajuno)
v aul ‘Aydesboiq s b6iaqgag Jo Aiewwins s HIN ayl suonsanb ap “1siAnoe sjybu I pue ssaljoe

ue ‘Bieqeg uesf 0] pajejal 1sanbal |04 pue jueib 1isy) 10} saiUBWINGY BY) 1O} JUBLWMOPUT |euciieN
ay} pue Aieiqi Aiunon) sajebuy so7 ay) sazonuo ‘1sieulnol pue IsIAloe JSioel-jue ue ‘3|aAy |2eya1\
Z/319Ae4aBUoiW/uI0d sSaidag SHIOM

"t usislM# - Blagag uear jo dejalipp @ uonewels ay) Inoqy,

- dejaiim ajohe |aeyoiw o—°<

r~

= nNnea@ P B O O h b |+ ® vZdyup3bzyzeni3ZINmaseza=nATHAMDO LZIDoIs W, 715y =3A Ty dieas joe/wodioerysess 25 [ 9 b

X ] - A + teiaay,  onewez supineay. il X 3707 - dnae sppse pruaiw 1Y % Lueas - dejaum 3i3ke oo e UETE] e ~ (LSER) xoaqu] el



1 PEOT/IVE o o T ’ -- - n ” - 01ess 0] 319y 2dA
2 e © oy : ™ v = . ! : y yodf o
]

: jJEE UjONE € |9EyIill Iy P{UnE joeyiiwd
1S1jeutnof ejpAe jpeyoiw eediy ajaAe [aeyoiWw
eipadniim ajeAe [peyoiul 9IUB}JOIA Unb ajeAe jpEyOIW

% 10} yoieas osje ajdoad

“** 194 3y} Bunoejuos Jnoyum Biageg ueap jo Aydesboiq e Buiysiignd 10} (HIN) senuewngy

ay) 10} JuBWIMOpPUT |BUOlEN 8Y) SaZ1oNu0 ‘I1si|ewnol pue ISIAIOE 1SIDBI-juE ue ‘BjpAy |[eeydiNEEN

t ud)sig - Biageg uear jo dejalipg @ uolewels(] ayj Inogy,

a g/o1eAR-jaBUoIW WD ssaldaq syJom//:sdny g
SHIOAAPSIOB[8S

"* sawiy ssjabuy so7 8y} '@ (HIN) seniuewny Joj juswmopul [euclieN au} YIAA uoleljiyy

ey Bunuswinoo(g sp10oay asojosiq Alelqi Aauno) ssebuy so ay] - 220z ‘2 Mdy 9am

* Bunuawnoo( splooay asojasi Aelqi] Ajuno) sajabuy so syl

- ~ Aeidil-Alunoo-el-suy/sielaps/blosaluole/isdny —

-

= nne O B 0O X F O e PIUSD=WHOJRdEIaIM+3RAR + PRYDIIW=Db yoreas/wobulg & [ (9, >

¥ ] - ~ + IS0, g -uoneweRq auj inoay. ) 1€35 10V - deiEin e peuti ®  yuess - dejsnm aEAe PRy PRWEE | Dee - (58 8 X0Tu] )



4.0, »* yoseas oy a1y adhl o

v ' am =
§,013035 UBR[" [C] 012 S01Y}8 'WOIDI|a1 aaRiedwad Ybofoary2ir Aydosciyd Bouspridsinl Aio]siy ‘2ineia))] ‘Safismbuy 20enbUR) JO UGRLISIGISIUI pUB ADMS ay], SB ,Saiuewnty,
LLI3] 3} UYIP O} UOISIOSP 1l [F] L5IPp0ys jenpiapuy 0] puB ‘SUOJR)S OIpR! ‘UCISIARIDL IGNT 'S3INSIaAIN 'Sabajiod 'SauRIGH 'SAMUIIR 'SLINaSNLI SB YONS ‘SUGHNHISUI 12nynd
0} Burob Aresrddy, preme Aauy syuesb auy €] Siomainal fewsixs Juapuadspu jo sppued 4G psunuexs siesadosd pajes-doy, 1oy pajueil aney Aaul spieme auy [z] . c9s1 Ul pajeasn
Aavafie jeiapa) iuaptiadapy, U se Wwawwaaob S ey ul uoyaunyg U1 [L] HAN aU1 YUMm passnosip Buiaey Jaasu paillyuod (3033) Uoissiwuio) Ajunyodap Juswiojdwy
Jenb3 ay} ‘suonebygo Buruodal (gt /-aIN) 2a110310 uawabeueyy (HIN) saIUBLINH 241 104 JUALLMOPUF jRUOEN 3Y] InOge SPJ0d3l pajoepal g paltul] Buisoosip uaym

10B15qY

NETRATR S & E ’ il

ajahy |seyoIN

{g€02} upouaz

M (e1°e) a2y "V [EYOIN# - Hema)S ullsiiy# - Blagas uear jo dejalip, |8 uonewejag 3y} Inogy

By

i
Z
(=3
-
o
s
=

[0 3 h 6 N je/adhe-jaeyoin/worssazdsgsion oy O

> o - ~ + X IR uonewessg sy noay, i 295 Oy - deiRam ke (SR g I

e leim apie PRUTW. T yrpewE@e e - [1GEE) 2etu) W



9/12/24, 2:46 PM "Abaut the Defamation & Wiretap of Jean Seberg - #Kristen Stewart - #Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W - #Los Angeles County Library (C...

-

Vim
Selected Works of Michael Amipeik (a.k.a) W (/michael-ayele)
Hyadpw

Article

About the Defamation & Wiretap of Jean Seberg - #Kristen Stewart -
#Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W - #Los Angeles County Library
(California)

Zenodo (2023)

Michael Ayele

& Edit ~ & Download (/michael-ayele/2/download/)

Q Find in your library (http://openurl bepress.com/openurl/redirect/?aulast=Ayele&title=Zenodo&date=2023&ssn=summer&atitl

Abstract

In response to a Public Records Act (PRA) request submitted about the defamation and wiretap of Jean
Seberg (1938 - 1979), the Los Angeles County Library disclosed records of a grant they were awarded by
the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) in March 2013 for the amount of $6,000 (six thousand
dollars). The Los Angeles County Library have also disclosed records attesting that they have paid to the
Los Angeles Times the amounts of [1] $28,200 (twenty eight thousand and two hundred dollars) in 2014;
[2] $39, 946 (thirty nine thousand nine hundred and forty six dollars) in 2015; [3] $39,917 (thirty nine
thousand nine hundred and seventeen dollars) in 2016; [4] $49,577 (forty nine thousand five hundred and
seventy seven dollars) in 2017; [5] $53,927 (fifty three thousand nine hundred and twenty seven dollars) in
2018; [6] $50,606 (fifty thousand six hundred and six dollars) in 2019; [7] $40,235 (forty thousand two
hundred and thirty five dollars) in 2020; [8] $17,593 (seventeen thousand five hundred and ninety three
dollars) in 2021; [9] $24,113 (twenty four thousand one hundred and thirteen dollars) in 2022. In sum, the
Los Angeles County Library have paid $344,114 (three hundred forty four thousand one hundred and
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fourteen dollars) in fees as a direct consequence of their subscription to the Los Angeles Times between
2014 and 2022.

After a search of the Los Angeles County Public Library online catalog, the Association for the
Advancement of Civil Liberties (AACL) was unable to identify any records pertaining to [1] Jean Seberg’s
membership with the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP); [2] Jean
Seberg’s charitable donations to the NAACP and the Black Panther Party; [3] the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) wiretap of Jean Seberg; [4] the mental health impact of wiretap on Jean Seberg; [5] the
mental health impact of libelous articles {(published by the Los Angeles Times and Newsweek) on Jean
Seberg; [6] the circumstances surrounding the suspicious death of Jean Seberg when she was only 40
years old; [7] the performance of Kristen Stewart in the 2019 movie entitled: “Seberg.”

The AACL does find it odd that the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) would publish a
summary of Jean Seberg's biography on their website without internally discussing the matter among
themselves. The AACL also finds it strange that the NEH would publish a summary of Jean Seberg's
biography without contacting [1] the non-profit organizations they say she was close to; [2] the Department
of Justice (DOJ) Federal Bureau of Investigation, who they say were responsible for her wiretap; [3] the Los
Angeles Times and other news outlets that have gone on to (i) smear her good name, (ii) adversely impact
her mental health, (iii) make being an anti-racist seem as if it was a "bad thing."

It is the judgment of the AACL that the processing of the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, which
was assigned by the NEH Case No.: 22 - 26 was very bizarre. Even though the NEH say that they [1] are an
independent federal agency created in 1965; [2] are responsible for the processing of application of grants
submitted to them by museums, archives, libraries, colleges, universities, public television, radio stations,
individual scholars etc; [3] have defined the term "humanities” as "the study and interpretations of language,
linguistics, literature, history, jurisprudence, philosophy, archaeology, comparative religion, ethics, etc,” the
AACL was unable to independently confirm this. It is the opinion of the AACL that the NEH processing of
the FOIA request they have assigned Case No.: 22 - 26 further undermined public confidence in the
mission of their agency. The AACL deeply regrets the NEH processing of the FOIA Request assigned Case
No.: 22 - 26 as much as it regrets the processing of the FOIA appeal assigned Case No.: 22-A-01.

Be well. Take care. Keep yourselves at arms distance.

Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W
Anti-Racist Human Rights Activist
Audio-Visual Media Analyst
Anti-Propaganda Journalist
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Publisher Statement

The Los Angeles County Library disclosed records of a grant they were awarded by the National
Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) in March 2013 for the amount of $6,000 (six thousand dollars). The
Los Angeles County Library have also disclosed records attesting that they have paid to the Los Angeles
Times the amounts of [1] $28,200 (twenty eight thousand and two hundred dollars) in 2014; [2] $39, 946
(thirty nine thousand nine hundred and forty six dollars) in 2015; [3] $39,917 (thirty nine thousand nine
hundred and seventeen dollars) in 2016; [4] $49,577 (forty nine thousand five hundred and seventy seven
dollars) in 2017; [5] $53,927 (fifty three thousand nine hundred and twenty seven dollars) in 2018; [6]
$50,606 (fifty thousand six hundred and six dollars) in 2019; [7] $40,235 (forty thousand two hundred and
thirty five dollars) in 2020; [8] $17,593 (seventeen thousand five hundred and ninety three dollars) in 2021;
[9] $24,113 (twenty four thousand one hundred and thirteen dollars) in 2022. In sum, the Los Angeles
County Library have paid $344,114 (three hundred thousand one hundred and fourteen dollars) in fees as a
direct consequence of their subscription to the Los Angeles Times between 2014 and 2022.

After a search of the Los Angeles County Public Library online catalog, the Association for the
Advancement of Civil Liberties (AACL) was unable to identify any records pertaining to [1] Jean Seberg'’s
membership with the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP); [2] Jean
Seberg’s charitable donations to the NAACP and the Black Panther Party; [3] the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) wiretap of Jean Seberg; [4] the mental health impact of wiretap on Jean Seberg; [5] the
mental health impact of libelous articles (published by the Los Angeles Times and Newsweek) on Jean
Seberg; [6] the circumstances surrounding the suspicious death of Jean Seberg when she was only 40
years old; [7] the performance of Kristen Stewart in the 2019 movie entitled: “Seberg.”

The AACL does find it odd that the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) would publish a
summary of Jean Seberg's biography on their website without internally discussing the matter among
themselves. The AACL also finds it strange that the NEH would publish a summary of Jean Seberg's
biography without contacting [1] the non-profit organizations they say she was close to; [2] the Department
of Justice (DOJ) Federal Bureau of Investigation, who they say were responsible for her wiretap; [3] the Los
Angeles Times and other news outlets that have gone on to (i) smear her good name, (ii} adversely impact
her mental health, (iii) make being an anti-racist seem as if it was a "bad thing."

It is the judgment of the AACL that the processing of the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, which
was assigned by the NEH Case No.: 22 - 26 was very bizarre. Even though the NEH say that they [1] are an
independent federal agency created in 1965; [2] are responsible for the processing of application of grants
submitted to them by museums, archives, libraries, colleges, universities, public television, radio stations,
individual scholars etc; [3] have defined the term "humanities” as "the study and interpretations of language,
linguistics, literature, history, jurisprudence, philosophy, archaeology, comparative religion, ethics, etc;” the
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AACL was unable to independently confirm this. It is the opinion of the AACL that the NEH processing of
the FOIA request they have assigned Case No.: 22 - 26 further undermined public confidence in the
mission of their agency. The AACL deeply regrets the NEH processing of the FOIA Request assigned Case
No.: 22 - 26 as much as it regrets the processing of the FOIA appeal assigned Case No.: 22 - A-01.

Be well. Take care. Keep yourselves at arms distance.

Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W
Anti-Racist Human Rights Activist
Audio-Visual Media Analyst
Anti-Propaganda Journalist
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Description:

Despite publishing a brief summary of fean Seberg’s life on their website, the National Endowment for the
Humanities (NEH) denied ever holding internal discussions about [1] Jean Seberg’s membership with the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP); [2] Jean Seberg’s charitable donations to the NAACP
and the Black Panther Party; [3] the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) wiretap of Jean Seberg; [4] the mental
health impact of wiretap on Jean Seberg; [5] the mental health impact of libelous articles (published by the Los
Angeles Times and Newsweek) on Jean Seberg; [6] the circumstances surrounding the suspicious death of Jean

Seberg when she was only 40 years old; [7] the performance of Kristen Stewart in the 2019 movie entitled: “Seberg.”

The Association for the Advancement of Civil Liberties (AACL) does find it odd that the NEH would publish a
summary of Jean Seberg's biography on their website without internally discussing the matter among themselves.
The AACL also finds it strange that the NEH would publish a summary of Jean Seberg's biography without contacting
[1] the non-profit organizations they say she was close to; [2] the Department of Justice (DOJ) Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI), who they say were responsible for her wiretap; [3] the Los Angeles Times and other news outlets
that have gone on to (i) smear her good name, (ii) adversely impact her mental health, (iii) make being an anti-racist

seem as if it was a "bad thing."

It is the judgment of the AACL that the processing of the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, which was
assigned by the NEH Case No.: 22 - 26 was very bizarre. Even though the NEH say that they [1] are an independent
federal agency created in 1965; [2] are responsible for the processing of application of grants submitted to them by
museums, archives, libraries, colleges, universities, public television, radio stations, individual scholars etc; [3] have
defined the term "humanities” as "the study and interpretations of language, linguistics, literature, history,
jurisprudence, philosophy, archaeology, comparative religion, ethics, etc;” the AACL was unable to independently
confirm this. It is the opinion of the AACL that the NEH processing of the FOIA request they have assigned Case No.:
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22 - 26 further undermined public confidence in the mission of their agency. The AACL deeply regrets the NEH
processing of the FOIA Request assigned Case No.: 22 - 26 as much as it regrets the processing of the FOIA appeal
assighed Case No.: 22 - A - 01.

Be well. Take care. Keep yourselves at arms distance.

Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W
Anti-Racist Human Rights Activist
Audio-Visual Media Analyst
Anti-Propaganda journalist
License: Other

Wiki &' (fubp5a/wiki/)

Despite publishing a brief summary of Jean Seberg's life on their website, the National Endowment for the
Humanities (NEH) denied ever holding internal discussions about [1] Jean Seberg’'s membership with the
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP); [2] Jean Seberg’s charitable donations
to the NAACP and the Black Panther Party; [3] the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FB...

Read More (/ubp5a/wiki/)

Files 7' (/fubp5affiles/)

Click on a storage provider or drag and drop to upload

Q Filter 1

Name A v Modified A v
& Biography of Anti-Racist Jean Seberg in Context and Perspective - #...
- OSF Storage (United States)
Biography of Anti Racist Jean Seberg in Perspective and Cont... 2023-06-28 11:04 AM
- ®©@ About the Defamation & Wiretap of Jean Seberg - #Kristen Stew...
- OSF Storage (United States)
Defamation and Wiretap of jean Seberg - Kristen Stewart -... 2023-06-28 11:31 AM
~ & About the Defamation & Wiretap of Jean Seberg - #Kristen Stew...
- OSF Storage (United States)
Defamation and Wiretap of Jean Seberg - Kristen Stewart -... 2023-06-29 12:37 PM

— ®© About the Defamation and Wiretap of Jean Seberg - #Kristen Ste...

https://osf.iofubpSa/ 2/5



6/7/24, 10:07 PM OSF | Biography of Anti-Racist Jean Seberg in Context and Perspective - #Kristen Stewart - #Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W

- OSF Storage (United States)
Defamation and Wiretap of Jean Seberg - Kristen Stewart -... 2023-07-05 11:22 AM
- % About the Internet Archive and the Metadata/Texts They Have L...

- OSF Storage (United States)

Citation v
Components Add Component  Link Projects
& About the Defamation & Wiretap of Jean Seberg - #Kristen Stewart -
#Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W - #Los Angeles County Library (California)

(/e2hs5/)
W (/mcdbe/)

In response to a Public Records Act (PRA) request submitted about the defamation and wiretap of
Jean Seberg (1938 - 1979), the Los Angeles County Libr...

© About the Defamation & Wiretap of Jean Seberg - #Kristen Stewart -
#Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W - #Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission (EEOC) (/c7nfm/)

W (/mcdbe/) »
When disclosing limited & redacted records about the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH)
Management Directive (MD-715) reporting obligatio...

& About the Defamation and Wiretap of Jean Seberg - #Kristen
Stewart - #Michael Ayele (a.k.a) W - #City of Temple, Texas (/rd234/)

W (/mcdbe/)
When disclosing very limited records detailing their formal/informal ties with the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP),...

% & About the Internet Archive and the Metadata/Texts They Have XV
Labelled “Missing, Inaccurate and/or Misleading.” (/p2nx8/)

W (/mcdbe/)
Although the Internet Archive advertise that they would "love" to store as a matter of record digital
content on their platform, the Association for t...

https://osf.io/ubp5a/ 315



6/7/24, 10:07 PM OSF | Biography of Anti-Racist Jean Seberg in Context and Perspective - #Kristen Stewart - #Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W
Tags

#Association for the Advancement of Civil Liberties (AACL) x
#Biography of Anti-Racist Jean Seberg in Perspective and Context by Michael Ayele (a.k.a) W x

#Defamation and Wiretap of Jean Seberg in Perspective and Context by Michael Ayele (a.k.a) W x v

Recent Activity

Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W (/mcdbe/) created a link to project About the Internet Archive and the Metadata/Texts

They Have Labelled “Missing, Inaccurate and/or Misleading.” (/p2nx8/)
2023-09-04 12:13 AM

Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W (/mcdbe/) updated the license of Biography of Anti-Racist Jean Seberg in Context and
Perspective - #Kristen Stewart - #Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W (fubp5a/) to Other
2023-06-28 11:08 AM

Michael A, Ayele (a.k.a) W (/mcdbe/) created external identifier(s) doi:10.17605/0SF.I0/UBPSA on Biography of
Anti-Racist Jean Seberg in Context and Perspective - #Kristen Stewart - #Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W (/ubp5a/)
2023-06-28 11:07 AM

Michael A, Ayele (a.k.a) W {/mcdbe/) made Biography of Anti-Racist Jean Seberg in Context and Perspective -

#Kristen Stewart - #Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W (/ubp5a/) public
2023-06-28 11:07 AM

Michael A, Ayele (a.k.a) W (/mcdbe/) added tag #National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) FOIA Appeal
Request Case No.: 22 - A - 01 (/search/?q=%22#National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) FOIA Appeal Request
Case No.: 22 - A- 01%22) to Biography of Anti-Racist Jean Seberg in Context and Perspective - #Kristen Stewart -

#Michael A, Ayele (a.k.a) W {fubp5a/)
2023-06-28 11:07 AM

Michael A. Ayele (a.k.2) W (/mcdbe/) added tag #Association for the Advancement of Civi Liberties (AACL)
{(/search/?q=%22#Association for the Advancement of Civil Liberties (AACL)%22) to Biography of Anti-Racist Jean

Seberg in Context and Perspective - #Kristen Stewart - #Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W (/ubp5a/)
2023-06-28 11:07 AM

Copyright © 2011-2024 Center for Open Science (https://cos.io) | Terms of Use
(https://github.com/CenterForOpenScience/centerforopenscience.org/blob/master/TERMS_OF_USE.md) |
Privacy Policy
(https://github.com/CenterForOpenScience/centerforopenscience.org/blob/master/PRIVACY_POLICY.md) |
Status (https://status.cos.io/) | API (https://developer.osf.io/)

TOP Guidelines (http://cos.io/top/) | Reproducibility Project: Psychology (https://osf.io/ezcuj/wiki/home/) |
Reproducibility Project: Cancer Biology (https://osf.io/collections/rpcb/discover)

https://osf.io/ubp5a/ 4/5



6/7/24, 10:07 PM OSF | Biography of Anti-Racist Jean Seberg in Context and Perspective - #Kristen Stewart - #Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W

®
, (http://twitter.com/OSFramework) f (https://www.facebook.com/CenterForOpenScience/) '&.'

(https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/openscienceframework) O
{(https://www.github.com/centerforopenscience)

hitps://osf.iofubp5a/ 5/5



‘d XIANAdd YV



¥202/8/9
WY g9 "

youeas oy ot adhy ¢f E
>

""|eussjul Buipjoy Jaas paiusp (HIN) seniuewny ay} Joj jusumopud [euonenN ayl ‘slsgom

418y uo 8y)] s,b18geg uear jo Alewiwns jouq e Bulysiqgnd sydsaq "ZzZ0z "1esA ‘1sljewinor epuebedold
-lluy I1sAjeuy eipajy [eNSIA-OIPNY ISIAIOY SIYBIY UBWNY 1s10eY-IUY A\ (B7'8) 3JRAY 'Y [2eYdI|
ueal-m-ey e-saie-jpeyoiL/s|ielap/bio-sniyote

* pue xajuon ul Biageg uesr isioey-juy jo Aydeliboig

M (ey'e) ajehy
Y I9BYDIA -IN0QY - SUONEJIqNd USHUAA
suoieal|and UspLA
"swinjAse |ejuaw ul sbnup oidosjoyoAsd jo uonessiuiwpe a8|qioio) ay) pue ‘Biagaes
uear JO dejatsim pue uoijewejap ayj ‘yjeay |ejuaw uo dejasm o 1oeduwl ayj se yons ‘dejall

0] pajejal suoneaignd ay) Jo awos s)si| abed gam ay| "dejanm Buipnjoul ‘sanssi SNOUE
U0 SpJooal o1ignd sajeulwassip jey) uoneziueblo jyoid-uou e si AA (B 'B) 3j8AY |2 ydIn
woo'ssajdpiom joeeajaiejseyoil

M (e'e) sjeAy 'y |seydli|y Inoqy

= nre 8 O 7T Q3 F & T @ PPIVIEDAIIIIUNMISEZA=VATHANDO LINYYGUINZZaZZ0My = 1A 21095/ 108/ oD o YDIeRS %, [T O >

>4 o - ~ - X 3§70V - dejanm apde peudm a oumas - dmanm saie e o Buig adifyg 'Sa450 Seonng | s m R TLE (1R8N ~ (0 1) 00U el



F20e/8/9

h % @ _m_ F: dod -
wrozg P o Pt

yotess or a1y adhl oy H
1 3
- e

*:1d-uou e s| M (e"y'e) 3j2Ay [9eyoIN

** uo dejasim Jo joeduwi ayj se yons ‘dejalim o} pajejal suoneoiignd
awos sjsi| abed gam ay| "dejasim Buipnjoui ‘sanssi SNOLIBA UO Spi023al

ol|gnd sajeulwassip jey) uoneziuebio jjoid-uou e si pAA (B B) ajAY |aeydinEEE

M (e'e) 8|9y 'Y |9Byd||\ Inoqy

- Woossaldpiom’joeeajpAejseyoiwly//:sdny
(MOVY) salyaqi JIAID Jo JUBWIBOUBAPY 8U} 10} UOIBI00SSY &

- g Blaqag uesr jo Atewwns e Buiysiqgnd 1o} (H3N) seniuewnpH ay} Joj justumopus
.\l @Y1 suopisanb ‘sijeuinol pue 1sIAlOE I1sioBI-ljue Ue ‘a|aAy [9BUDI - ZZ0Z ‘Sl [N 93Mm

= nNare B O 7T Q h b i ) LHSD=NN0IRInam B3 WU = yeas w0 Bulg  ® ] o < >

x L] = ~ -+ L Buag jlase @ HHESL 1BIUSY H IEAIpN T SOnQIIBRY U Inoay H X 235 - dejaum 21348 PRI 3 PANg W0 yooans | SN Hm PRI G LIFRER - (ob L 000 el



E_.::W- 30 . K SR o @S.aﬁ ._mz o mux_.:u_.m
[{$WI - ‘.N. |.:|r\.m U oo N b % i

agozp ol g0 Juagisazg o
TS am Y5 ﬂu!&&“{ == ik
' L) .
’§\ CR

NS Qur qursnoly oy QAP ano o axaf i m
‘12guiaragy 1o fing yeng-Grnily s1igy Qagauyyy

“oyasalyy Funneprad sxonoly gug ‘safianad ‘spifir e o WP 5
‘moyrngraf 1oy afapon sy dg gapugad spmawannbay aiy Wy fmarl ‘oljy
by nyenyy jamipyg

uodn . )
sp1y’ Jo wpifargy
jor aaaffag aip

1 fgazaly Sa3jBNIY) Ju .m.%a% aly .
“m:ﬁ&_m alfyqu HagEgaImIL 3ty ug)

131055) Eu ‘wapnp

_ N_S:E.w Jpsunmsagy




‘sepriB pue supaso jo uoweuRte e 4oy S “IIPNS OUF 40 JUSSU:
BDi% 88IBABS BY) 995 'jeBs 260)07) 1BsuUILIsaAL Ay) UESIIM UL INOUPM 3 0} SSBO0E BABY OF ALBD pPuig 1

Yhm paseaudii pue reasiBey sy Aq paubis seded Kajes "Ml AO¥LS3Q Hilsd 10U M NOA 1B UORIPUOD Y} LD B8N JMOK 4o
o pawnd s g Ao leoyo s (dussuen sy ISV QUOOTUSTHLMOS Ol PasRaIR: 1 JOLOSUBH SIYL ‘1461 JO 10V ADRAL
B 1SN BIHLUNA ON TASBHAO0A 41 % Syl |BUOPEONPI Agwey Ay WM SSUBRIODTE U
— 8B O wgmy————— © THOOTY TVIINIALINOD
0.“0:5 TAUNNCD LON LT3HO 3SHNOD SNYIN (

Tens3ny .a _ 3SHNOD 40 1¥3d3H SNYIN .

ZTioL:oBey
00Z¥'C D0'8ZZ oﬁog 00ZL 00t 00E 8___ v 1l i1 YdURL Of onty ¥-062-1u3
4

E€01# UIAY BNdIBPEIUG N 90F * SSeIppY
0686-0¢ )00 LAY IB1SURLISeA, |0G 0886-XX-XXX : N§S

\ezsicto vioersizes | FDITTOD ¥ALSNINLSIM | oiedy ey SO - oy

0DLL'S 0048 00794 82 D0'8L : SO uuey 00ZF 00E 00§ O0% ¥ L) IWOUOIR0NGH O S0P H-TTT-No%
008 005 00t 9 17 (O 128104 191n0G-180d Y- 80E-704 008 00T 002 907 Y LT uBuSIGIII0-DIOM, UCSON 8-00T-252
00z 00% S.n 00°¢ ¥ 11 fomooapry (eBo ¥-005-104
006 00t 00T 00 8 L7 HUOUOSSLIDEK MRIPeLLLY VY-TEE-MDR
002: 00 00% O00¢ v 14 83UBLIL HaNy ¥-9T$-ROT e JOISHUNE |0 | 14020102
X i 3 1 Bui = -, .
W E wE 0r o I memeeme— SR oy o oo o ore e
\ DOOY'E 00'YS 00'SL DOSL 0U'SH :BiRIOY uLe) Y11 5,926Q : Jouoy
002l 0dE 0AC 009 v 1 SBUILDS IRBUELASIMA ¥-TOT-HEM
= - D08 O0'E 00C 00 € 17 eousigienos v se uMsy €-ETT-XBL
. s JsouIoS liRd : TL0z-HGE 00zt 00 0% 0OW Y 11 WL §aod o uomnponi ¥-502-104
00LS'¢ 00TZL 00'8E ODTL 00'§L | EiSI0L JoMiED 00ZL 00¢ 00 00 ¥V 17 MMS LAU-BUguAn DHuapEoY ¥-EOT-m
000 008y 009 DO'GL 00B :smoy ey 008 00t 00'S GO B LT JUOucosasny J0 sadnuy 8-2T2-10u
008 G0E 00 00F g8 10 YReds o oy 2-T0T-R48
0024 00°¢ 00t OO0F Y 1T aouacrudsunp uesusuny ¥-9TE-T08
000 000 Y0C O00C dM L uowy ¢ Hamng 2-00€-70d Jssweg Sukig : 0102-8502
X " s - -
8.a, 0% 00 oae 8 11 S4.0d B ADD Uy ¥-112-704 2 D T pp—
006° D0E 00E ©OE 8 11 Aooyl eoid sepounes ¥-Z£€-mou 0 000 OFO DOEZ GOEZ : SITIOL e
006 00t O0E 00%¢ 1 1 A ssaujang V-E2Z-8N8 0000 F
00000 00°0 000 000 ODUT :symoLuuRy . ..o
000 000 00t 007 ML odp L Aydostimg of oan TOT-Tid
Josaweg Bupdy | 000 000 O0D: 00 HL MWL "8AROR Aoy 3'g 66¥- 214
e L] 000 0DG O00% OOy Hi ML SNRD $SoLSNY zze-1vn
00S9°C DO'PZL QOVE 00'L§ 00°29 °© $IMOY Joasu) 000 000 008 00T ul uL S¥8). 90Uk edoing §IC-SIR
.- - 00B9°C 0002 006L 00°6F 006} IH0L uLey " B Sueag 120UOH 000 000 o00F O0% Hi ML 0 LRual apy E0E-TRA
00ZL 00€ 00C 00F ¥ 11 10t IBUOKBLLISIUY Qg ®-Z12-704 00C 000 COF 0O HL ¥l | eSenSuey uBmiod oqu T0T-074
008 ©00F ODE O0% g 11 SNHOF [ROYOS DR V-TIT-T04 . 000 000 00T 3& ML HL Aprgs iwepuadapty 86¢-10%
088  00¢ 00¢ 00% 8 11 (07 muspeEs Amuswarg Q-$TT-2H £ 000 000 a0 00 CTRCT S BARDUE] AT oM} 662-10%
08 002 007 0oz Y 11 SUCIRN PARUN 1BPON N~0TZ-IMT . NOLLVZINYDNONIISNVAL : uopezuefin
SSISOWAE 1184 ¢ LLOZ-OLOX ] SHSRUIG KR 1 YD YUy
VdD 4D sdpH pw3 ¥V Wy g adAL un 3L JAquinp oainon vd9 €d0 2doH pwa uy 16y mp edhL ) ML AGUINN SEIN0D
uoibue uyor _. ueABue? tuor
HeDURE N BipUGEY U0 ; ci08mpY UBPUBYE N RIDLIGEY IT : w08y
UOISING Simnpesbisapuny _ UOISIANG ienprabiepup;
862115258 OW "uoyng * £¥B1Z aW ‘Ao ueesp
|
|

0656SY < QI



sepeib pue sypaw jo voneuelixe ue Joj
apis psisAB) By} 82 jEes abbjion JBISUILESE, oul

¥

( USPIMS 84} JO UssUGD |
Ul S INOLIIM || O) 888208 @ABY O] Aued payy e

Y pessaidun puR IBiSIDoy eyl Ag peubls eded Ajajes ‘LEACHLISIQ udised 10U M NOA 1BUL USIIPUDS BU} LO BSN INOA 1O
uo peuud st @ ¢ Aluo oo s aduosuen sy ASYTTd GHOOTN SHLL 304 noA oy pesewes & JOUISURL] SIW ‘PLEL JO 10V ADBALY
E— S0 HAHLMNA ON IAVH NOA dI pue Subly [BUIeINP] ANWRY B4 UNM BIURPICIDE M
S
e STHTET O e — THOIAN TVLINAAIANGD : —
2 i CEUNNOD LON LIG3H0 3SHN0O SNy3anw | )
00) JAPSTLT; .
h'ﬂm—ﬂu 3SHNOO 0 IWAdTH SNYIIN .
A ST Sl :
Ti0z:ebeg
ﬂaiﬂj
00®  00C OUE 00 2 0 2281 04 50 Jo Aoty ¥-£01-5I0
000 00¢ 000 S,M 410 it 94 O Uy R-STT-HVL
009 QOE 00C NO% 0 11 (Ip) JRUBS JOBS T~ V-SEB-MDX
000 00t 000 0OF 4 47 ARsnuayd) O ueodnponu) ¥-§0T-KHD
000 Q00 000 O0O0'% dM 11 07 89300014 jeaiBoiorg 2-§TT-0I8
000 000 000 00F M 11 8880 5o E-§11-0T8
Ansawes Bupds : CLOZ-ZLT
DOZSE OD'LEC DDWS 30°ZML J'EZL : MEIOL JMID
D0SLS O0'SY DOTH ODZI ODEL :e{moLuusl 18113,09Q : J0u05
00ZL 00S 00T 00¢ VL7 3d Ll g sageresicd sBoy ¥-00%-1104
006 00 O0DC 00% 8 11 05 weoopulnoyl 1od ¥-20£-T0d
00'ZL O0D'E 0DOE OD% ¥ 11 Lel sous 50 50 Aole €-0T-BIX
000 000 000 0OF dM L7 SeIUsS LolALT oRu a-soT-ang
002k 00 O00% 00 v il SIMUOUDT] FOdS ¥-00£-MNDX
HOftH $2U9S [8010d J01%0WIRE 1P  £102-2H0Z
%:ﬁso.sraum QOBPT 00'98Z 00Z9 IR0 J0'EDE  MEOL JeezeD
. - GKET 0048 00WH 009 OURH S smoLuueL 11 8,089Q ; s0u0H
*pausjuod Meg (1) 008 00 00T O0OF 8 17 PJIwAS 9003 I5IM v-30£-1104
: aUi e et 00ZL 00% 00 00F V 11 wwoucodewebevey v-Tsg-Ox
0002°C OO'EYC JO'B0} JISZE JOTYE * MWOLIWED 00T 00 00§ 00 v 10 Buniueg pus ABuop ¥-STE-108
00O0T'E CO'BL 00FL 008 00'SL :EMOL uue) 00T 00'% O0E 00% v 17 10eues ROUBU S1e0d00 2-8T5-808
009 0€ O0E 00€ D LT W) SO LIRISES BIRPIA ¥-00£-10d 00ZL DOE 00T 00 ¥ 11 juewedsusys [uswepuny v-0zz-gnw
|
| Jmseweg Bupdg : £4.02-24 | ) i nspueg Bupdg 3 Z10Z-L1Z
VdD &dD MoH pu3 By 30y wIp AL D T T ) ¥do 94D woH pw3 wvl 304 wp ki uo OHL  JRQWIAIN BRINGD

o ——

voybum uyor

HUBRUEYG N EPUIGEY "I ; S1081APY .

UOIRIALD SEnpRIBISPUL:

uoybue wior
uepUBYE N BIDUIGEY 10 ; SI08/ADY
uopsiAKg sienpeaisapun

B6TL-152588 OW "uoyny

| Omwm.xx.xxx!.xu@)( JASUIISeM LOS

$2:84°40 VLOZ/BLIZL

047100 Y LSNIWNLSIM

£¥8LT OW ‘AiD uesap

£€01# anuany elydiapeyld N g0V © SSIPPY
0886-XX-XXX ' NSS ;
Jshy neuy [BeUOIN  sweN A
0656EF Al .






-

m L © 2025 Association for the Advancement of Civil Liberties (AACL). All Rights Reserved.

From the Previously Published and Accessible Works of Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W...

Biography of Jean Seberg After Defamation
and Wiretap - # Kristen Stewart

Copyright Notice

This work details Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W’s correspondence with National Endowment for the
Humanities (NEH) and the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) about the biography of
anti-racist global superstar Jean Seberg (November 13™ 1938 — August 30" 1979).

This work re-contextualizes how Jean Seberg’s life is officially portrayed and remembered in the 21%
Century by the United States federal government.

This work is the sole and exclusive intellectual property of Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W. As such, you are
prohibited from reusing this work in any derivative form without the prior written and explicit consent of
the copyright owner: Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W,

No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any forms or by any means,
including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written
and explicit permission of the copyright owner: Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W.

Unauthorized reproduction, distribution, or creation of derivative works, including but not limited to, the
use of the content for training artificial intelligence (Al) or machine learning (ML) models or for
automated summarization or data scraping, is strictly prohibited without the explicit written permission of
the copyright owner: Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W.

As the copyright owner of this work, Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W explicitly prohibits, and reserves all
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enhancing Al This prohibition includes, without limitation, any form of automated scraping, crawling,
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U.S. EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY COMMISSION 131 M St N. &, Fifth Floor

. Washington, D. C. 20507
Office of Legal Counsel Free: (833) 827-2920
ASL: (844) 234-5122

FAX: (202) 827-7545

Website: www.eeoc.gov

July 13, 2022
VIA: waacl13@gmail.com

Michael Ayele

ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF CIVIL LIBERTIES
P.O. Box 20438

Addis Ababa, ETHIOPIA 10013

Re: FOIA No.: 820-2022-005060
EEQC Communications with NEH and MD-715 Reports

Dear Mr. Ayele:

Your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, received on 02/16/2022, is processed. Our search began
on 02/16/2022. All agency records in creation as of 02/16/2022 are within the scope of EEOC’s search for
responsive records. The paragraph(s) checked below apply.

X] Your request is procedurally denied in part as [] it does not reasonably describe the records you
wish disclosed, or [X] no records fitting the description of the records you seek disclosed exist or
could be located after a thorough search, or [] the responsive records are already publicly available.
See the comments below for further explanation.

X Your request is also partially granted. Released to you are 20 records totaling 395 pages.
Portions not released are withheld pursuant to the deliberative process privilege of FOIA Exemption
5. The comments below explain the use of this exemption in more detail.

iX] Portions of your request contain equities concerning the NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE HUMANITIES
(NEH). Should you be interested in obtaining the withheld material in the records released to you
marked “NEH Equity”, please make a FOIA request directly to that agency. The comments below
provide additional information.

X You may contact the EEOC FOIA Public Liaison Michael L. Heise for further assistance or to
discuss any aspect of your request. In addition, you may contact the Office of Government
Information Services (OGIS) to inquire about the FOIA mediation services they offer.

The contact information for OGIS is as follows: Office of Government Information Services, National
Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, Maryland 20740-
6001, email at ogis@nara.gov; telephone at (202) 741-5770; toll free 1-877-684-6448; or facsimile
at (202) 741-5769.

The contact information for the FOIA Public Liaison is as follows: Michael L. Heise, EEOC FOIA
Public Liaison, Office of Legal Counsel, FOIA Division, Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission, 131 M. Street, N.E., Fifth Floor, Washington, D.C. 20507, email to FOlIA@eeoc.gov,
telephone at (202) 921-2542; or fax at (202) 827-7545.

[X] If you are not satisfied with the response to this request, you may administratively appeal in writing.
Your appeal must be postmarked or electronically transmitted in 90 days from receipt of this letter
to the Office of Legal Counsel, FOIA Division, Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, 131 M
Street, NE, 5NWO2E, Washington, D.C. 20507, email to FOlIA@eeoc.gov; online at



820-2022-005060

https://eecc.arkcase.com/foia/portal/login, or fax at (202) 827-7545. Your appeal will be governed
by 29 C.F.R. § 1610.11.

Sincerely,

Wichurl of 7/&@ é»?

Michael L. Heise
Assistant Legal Counsel | FOIA Division
foia@eeoc.gov

Applicable Sections of the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b) Used: (b}{(5)

Exemption (b)(5) to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(5) (2016), as amended by
the FOIA Improvement Act of 2016, Pub. L. No. 114-185, 130 Stat. 538, permits withholding documents
that reflect the analyses and recommendations of EEOC personnel generated for the purpose of advising
the agency or other federal agencies of possible action. This exemption protects the agency's deliberative
process and allows nondisclosure of "inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would
not be available to a party other than an agency in litigation with the agency." 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(5). The
exemption covers internal communications that are deliberative in nature. National Labor Relations Board
v. Sears, Roebuck & Co., 421 U.S. 132 (1975); Hinckley v. United States, 140 F.3d 277 (D.C. Cir. 1998);
Mace v. EEQC, 37 F. Supp. 2d 1144 (E.D. Mo. 1999).

The purpose of the deliberative process privilege is to "allow agencies freely to explore alternative avenues
of action and to engage in internal debates without fear of public scrutiny.” Missouri ex. rel. Shorr v. United
States Corps of Eng'rs., 147 F.3d 708, 710 (8th Cir. 1998). Disclosure of preliminary assessments and
opinions would create a chilling effect on the Commission staff's ability to freely and openly deliberate and
discuss ideas, strategies, and recommendations, thereby impairing the Commission’s ability to effectively
and efficiently enforce applicable federal EEO laws by investigating charges and complaints, litigating and
adjudicating cases, promulgating regulatory and sub-regulatory guidance, conducting outreach and
education activities, and other related activities.

Records may be withheld under this exemption if they were prepared prior to an agency's decision, Wolfe
v. Dep’t of Health and Human Services, 839 F.2d 768, 775, 776 (D.C. Cir. 1988} (en banc) and for the
purpose of assisting the agency decision maker. First Eastern Corp. v. Mainwaring, 21 F.3d 465,468 (D.C.
Cir. 1994). See also, Greyson v. McKenna & Cuneo and EEOC, 879 F. Supp. 1065, 1068, 1069 (D. Colo.
1995). Records may also be withheld to the extent they reflect "selective facts” compiled by the agency to
assist in the decision-making process. A. Michael's Piano, Inc. v. Federal Trade Commission, 18 F.3d 138
(2d Cir. 1994). An agency may also withhold records to the extent that they contain factual information
already obtained by a requester through prior disclosure. See Mapother, Nevas, et al. v. Dep't of Justice,
3 F.3d 1533 (D.C. Cir. 1993).

INFORMATION WITHHELD PURSUANT TO FOIA EXEMPTION 5:

« Communications between EEOC’s Office of Federal Operations (OFO) NEH concerning
technical assistance regarding the latter's EEO Program. This includes, draft proposals
submitted to OFO as well as feedback concerning those proposals. The table below identifies
the document (D) and page (pp) humber where these redactions occur.

D2 -pp 37 D3 — pp 8-15 D4 — pp 17-42| D6 — pp 46-8 | D8 — pp 534 | D9—57-99 | D11—116-119 |
D15—124-127 | D16 — 128, 131-133

2|Page
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COMMENTS

This office’s response to your request is as follows:

(1

@)

©)

“4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

©)

(10)

(11)

(12)

Your request for the communications about the NEH as an “independent federal agency
created in 1965;” is procedurally denied. No records exist within the EEOC.

Your request for the communications about the NEH as an independent federal agency, which
awards grants for “top-rated proposals examined by panels of independent, external
reviewers;” is procedurally denied. No records exist within the EEOC.

Your request for the communications about the NEH grants “typically going to cultural
institutions, such as museums, archives, libraries, colleges, universities, public television,
radio stations, and to individual scholars;” is procedurally denied. No records exist within the
EEOC.

Your request for the communications about the NEH defining the term “humanities” as “the
study and interpretation of language, linguistics, literature, history, jurisprudence, philosophy,
archaeology, comparative religion, ethics etc;” ii, is procedurally denied. No records exist
within the EEOC.

Your request for the applications filed by your library and your post-secondary academic
institution with the NEH for the purpose of obtaining a grant; is procedurally denied. No
records exist within the EEOC.

Your request for the communications about the NEH as a federal agency, which recognizes
that Jean Seberg was a Caucasian woman born on November 13t, 1938 in Marshalltown,
lowa; is procedurally denied. No records exist within the EEOC.

Your request for the communications about the NEH as a federal agency, which recognizes
that Jean Seberg “joined the NAACP in 1952, at the age of 14, and championed every cause
she crossed paths with;” is procedurally denied. No records exist within the EEOC.

Your request for the communications about the NEH as a federal agency, which recognizes
that Jean Seberg “donated generously to several organizations, including the Black Panthers,
as did Elizabeth Taylor, Marlon Brando, and other Hollywood celebrities;” is procedurally
denied. No records exist within the EEOC.

Your request for the communications about the NEH as a federal agency, which recognizes
that “a casual phone call with Black Panther leader Elaine Brown brought” Jean Seberg “to the
attention of the FBI;" is procedurally denied. No records exist within the EEOC.

Your request for the communications about the NEH as a federal agency, which recognizes
that Jean Seberg “was pregnant with her second child” {...) “when the FBI released a tip to the
Los Angeles Times stating that the baby was actually fathered by a Black Panther;” is
procedurally denied. No records exist within the EEOC.

Your request for the communications about the NEH as a federal agency, which recognizes
that Jean Seberg “had a breakdown and delivered the baby prematurely” as a direct
consequence of libelous articles published on the Los Angeles Times and Newsweek; is
procedurally denied. No records exist within the EEOC.

Your request for the communications about the NEH as a federal agency, which recognizes

that Jean Seberg “sued Newsweek for libel and won $20,000 in damages;” is procedurally
denied. No records exist within the EEOC.

3|Page
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(13)

(14)

(15)

(16)

7

(18)

(19)

Your request for the communications about the NEH as a federal agency, which recognizes
that “shortly after Seberg's funeral, the FBI’'s smear campaign against her came to light, as
well as other intrusions Seberg had suspected;”iii, is procedurally denied. No records exist
within the EEOC.

Your request for the communications about the decision of the Los Angeles Times to recognize
(as a news media organization) their responsibility in the premature birth and death of Jean
Seberg’s daughter, Nina Hart Gary; iv, is procedurally denied. No records exist within the
EEOC.

Your request for the communications about Kristen Stewart as an actress who portrayed Jean
Seberg in the 2019 movie entitled: Seberg;v, is procedurally denied. No records exist within
the EEOC.

Your request for the books and the articles offered by your library to representatives of the
media and members of the general public wishing to pursue research on the issue of wiretap;
is procedurally denied. No records exist within the EEOC.

Your request for the Management Directive (MD-715) report submitted by the NEH to the
EEOC for Fiscal Year 2019, 2020 and 2021; is granted in part and denied in part.

I.  Yourrequest is granted for FY2019 (D19, 133 pages) and FY2020 (D20, 126 pages).
. FY2021 is procedurally denied. No records exist at this time because the date for
submission of the FY2021 MD-715 report was extended for all agencies.

Your request for the communications between the EEOC and the NEH about MD-715; is
granted in part and denied in part. See page 2 supra.

. With respect to NEH equities as referenced at page 1 supra, the table below identifies
the document (D) and page (pp) number where these redactions occur.

D5—pp 434 | D7 — pp 50-2 | D9 — pp 56-7 D11—pp 101-115 D12—pp 120
D13 - 121 D14 —pp 122 | D15— 124, 1267 | D16 — 128-130, 133_| D17 - 134

Should you wish to receive these records, please submit a FOIA request directly to NEH. As
a courtesy, that agency’s FOIA contact information appears below:

NEH FOIA Requester Service Center:
e Principal FOIA Contact
Samuel Roth
(202) 606-8322
gencounsel@neh.gov

e FOIA Public Liaison Officer
Lisette Voyatzis
(202) 606-8322

evoyatzis@neh.gov

Your request for the academic backgrounds, the professional responsibilities and annual
salaries of Julia Nguyen, Talisha Saddler, Margaret Scrymser and Pamela Thompson, is
procedurally denied. No records exist within the EEOC.

This response was prepared by Tracy L. Smalls, Government Information Specialist, who may be reached
at Tracy.Smalls@EEOC.Gov or 202-921-2541.

4|Page



U.S. EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY COMMISSION
Office of Legal Counsel

03/16/2022

VIA: waacl13@amail.com

Michael Ayele (aka) W

Association for the Advancement of Civil Liberties
P.O. Box 20438

Addis Ababa, ETHIOPIA 10013

Re: FOIA No.: 820-2022-005060

National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) MD-715 reporting

Dear Mr. Ayele (aka) W:

This letter is in response to your request or appeal under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA),
received by our office on 02/16/2022. As provided in U.S.C. § 552(a)(6){B) (2007), we hereby
provide you with the required written notice that we are extending by ten (10) working days the
time in which we shall respond. Such extension is necessary because of the following “unusual
circumstances”:

(X]

[X]

(i) The need to search for, collect, and appropriately examine a voluminous amount of
separate and distinct records which are demanded in a single request.

If you have any questions or wish to discuss reformulation or an alternative time frame for
the processing of your request, you may contact Joanne Murray, the FOIA Professional
handling your request, at (202) 921-2541. Additionally, you may contact the Office of
Government Information Services (OGIS) at the National Archives and Records
Administration to inquire about the FOIA mediation services they offer. The contact
information for OGIS is as follows: Office of Government Information Services, National
Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, Maryland
20740-6001; email at cgis@nara.gov; telephone at (202) 741-5770; toll free (877) 684-
6448; or facsimile at (202) 741-5769.

We will make every attempt to respond to your request by 03/30/2022.

Sincerely,

/Joanne Murvay / for

Michael L. Heise
Acting Assistant Legal Counsel

foia@eeoc.gov

131 M St, N. E., Fifth Floor
Washington, D. C. 20507
Free: (833) 827-2920
ASL: (844) 234-5122

FAX: (202) 827-7545
Website: www.eeoc.gov



U.S. EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY COMMISSION 181 MSH, N. E., Fifth Floor

Washington, D. C. 20507

Office of Legal Counsel Free: (833) 827-2920
TTY: (202) 663-6056

FAX: (202) 827-7545

Website: www.eeoc.gov

02/16/2022

VIA: waacl13@gmail.com

Michael Ayele (aka) W

Association for the Advancement of Civil Liberties
P.0.Box 20438

Addis Ababa, ETHIOPIA

Addis Ababa, ETHIOPIA, ETHIOPIA 10013

Re: FOIA No.: 820-2022-005060

Dear Mr. Ayele (aka) W:

Your request under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)}, 5 U.S.C. § 552, received by the Office of
Legal Counsel on 02/16/2022, is assigned to the [ X ] Simple [ ] Complex [ ] Expedited track with the
above FOIA number. Your request will be processed by Government Information Specialist Joanne
Murray who can be reached at (202) 921-2541.

[X] EEOC will make every effort to issue a determination on your request on or before 03/16/2022.
FOIA and EEOC regulations provide 20 working days to issue a determination on a request, not
including Saturdays, Sundays and federal holidays. In unusual circumstances, EEOC may extend
the 20 working days by 10 additional working days or stop processing your request until you
respond to our request for fee or clarifying information. Should EEOC take an extension or stop
processing your request, notice will be issued prior to the expiration of the 20 working days.

You may contact the FOIA Requester Service Center for status updates on your FOIA request
or for FOIA information via toll free at (833) 827-2920, to our non-toll free number at (202)
921-2542, by e-mail to FOlA@eeoc.gov, by facsimile to (202) 653-6034, or by mail to our office
address in the letterhead above. Additionally, if your request was filed online through the EEOC
FOIA Web Portal, you may monitor its status at hitps://eeoc.arkcase.com/foia/portal/iogin. You
may also contact the Acting EEOC FOIA Public Liaison, Michael L. Heise, for assistance.

Sincerely,

Joy Shealey/for

Michael L. Heise
Acting Assistant Legal Counsel
foia@eeoc.gov



U.S. EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY COMMISSION 131 M St, N. E., Fifth Floor
Office of Legal Counsel Washington, D. C. 20507
Free: (877)-869-1802
TTY (202) 663-6056
FAX (202) 827-7545
Website:

02/16/2022

Dear Michael Ayele (aka) W,

Your request has been delivered to the U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission. The request has been
assigned tracking # 820-2022-005060, please log into your account and review your submission.

The application address is hitps://eeoc.arkcase.com/foia/portal/

Thank you,
U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission

Notice of Confidentiality: The information contained in this transmission may contain privileged and confidential
information, including information protected by federal and state privacy laws. It is intended only for the use

of the person(s) named above. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution, or duplication of this communication is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you

[}
are not the intended recipient, please contact us at fola@eeoc.gov  and destroy all copies of the original message
and attachments.
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NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE HUMANITIES

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL

March 24, 2022

W (AACL)

Michael A. Ayele

Association for the Advancement of Civil Liberties
P.O. Box 20438

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 10013

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL
waacli3@gmail.com

Re: Freedom of Information Act Appeal 22-A-01
Dear Mr. W:

I write in my capacity as the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Appeal Official for the
National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH). I am in receipt of your letter dated
March 19, 2022, appealing NEH’s response to your request for records under the FOIA.

As a preliminary note, it appears from your request that you are also seeking records
from the U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC). Note that NEH
and EEOC process FOIA requests separately. For information on the status
of your requests to EEOC, please contact EEOC directly.

NEH received your request on February 16, 2022, and assigned it tracking number 22-
26. You requested the following categories of records:

1. “your communications about the NEH as an ‘independent federal agency
created in 1965;™1

2. “your communications about the NEH as an independent federal agency, which
awards grants for ‘top-rated proposals examined by panels of independent,
external reviewers;””

1 You originally made these requests of EEOC, then forwarded them to NEH. Therefore, we have
interpreted requests beginning “your communications” as requests for EEOC communications in
NEH’s possession.

It appears that, due to a software limitation, quotation marks in your original request to EEOC

changed to question marks when you forwarded the request to NEH. I have reverted the question
marks to quotation marks above.

400 7th STREET, SW, WASHINGTON, DC 20506 | NEH.GOV



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

“your communications about the NEH grants ‘typically going to cultural
institutions, such as museums, archives, libraries, colleges, universities, public
television, radio stations, and to individual scholars;”

“your communications about the NEH defining the term ‘humanities’ as ‘the
study and interpretation of language, linguistics, literature, history,
jurisprudence, philosophy, archaeology, comparative religion, ethics etc;
“the applications filed by your library and your post-secondary academic
institution with the NEH for the purpose of obtaining a grant;”

“your communications about the NEH as a federal agency, which recognizes that
Jean Seberg was a Caucasian woman born on November 13th 1938 in
Marshalltown, Iowa;”

“your communications about the NEH as a federal agency, which recognizes that
Jean Seberg ‘joined the NAACP in 1952, at the age of 14, and championed every
cause she crossed paths with;"”

“your communications about the NEH as a federal agency, which recognizes that
Jean Seberg ‘donated generously to several organizations, including the Black
Panthers, as did Elizabeth Taylor, Marlon Brando, and other Hollywood
celebrities;”

“your communications about the NEH as a federal agency, which recognizes that
‘a casual phone call with Black Panther leader Elaine Brown brought’ Jean
Seberg ‘to the attention of the FBI;™

“your communications about the NEH as a federal agency, which recognizes that
Jean Seberg ‘was pregnant with her second child’ (?)2 ‘when the FBI released a
tip to the Los Angeles Times stating that the baby was actually fathered by a
Black Panther;””

“your communications about the NEH as a federal agency, which recognizes that
Jean Seberg ‘had a breakdown and delivered the baby prematurely’ as a direct
consequence of libelous articles published on the Los Angeles Times and
Newsweek;”

“your communications about the NEH as a federal agency, which recognizes that
Jean Seberg ‘sued Newsweek for libel and won $20,000 in damages;””

“your communications about the NEH as a federal agency, which recognizes that
‘shortly after Seberg’s funeral, the FBI's smear campaign against her came to
light, as well as other intrusions Seberg had suspected;””

“your communications about the decision of the Los Angeles Times to recognize

(as a news media organization) their responsibility in the premature birth and
death of Jean Seberg’s daughter, Nina Hart Gary;”

“your communications about Kristen Stewart as an actress who portrayed Jean
Seberg in the 2019 movie entitled: Seberg;”

“the books and the articles offered by your library to representatives of the
media and members of the general public wishing to pursue research on the
issue of wiretap;”

“the Management Directive (MD-715) report submitted by the NEH to the EEOC
for Fiscal Year 2019, 2020 and 2021;”

“the communications between the EEOC and the NEH about MD-715;”

»

2 Sie.

2
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19. “the academic backgrounds, the professional responsibilities and annual salaries
of Julia Nguyen, Talisha Saddler, Margaret Scrymser and Pamela Thompson.”

NEH responded to your request on March 18, 2022.

o The agency determined that your requests numbered 1, 2, 3 and 4, which seek EEOC
communications about NEH generally as a Federal agency, are overly broad, and do
not comport with the requirements of NEH’s FOIA regulations, as they do not
provide enough detail to enable personnel to locate records “with a reasonable
amount of effort.”s

I have carefully considered the agency’s decision with respect to these requests and
find that it complies with FOIA law and policy, and therefore deny your appeal with
respect to these requests.

e The agency determined that there are no responsive records to your request
numbered 5, which seeks copies of applications that EEOC filed with NEH for the
purpose of obtaining a grant.

EEOC has not applied to NEH for a grant. Accordingly, I find that the agency’s
decision with respect to these requests complies with FOIA law and policy, and
therefore deny your appeal with respect to this request.

e The agency determined that your requests numbered 6-15, which seek EEOC
communications about NEH in connection with the actress Jean Seberg, are overly
broad, and do not comport with the requirements of NEH’s FOIA regulations, as they
do not provide enough detail to enable personnel to locate records “with a reasonable
amount of effort.”

On review, I find that these requests do provide sufficient detail to enable personnel
to locate records with a reasonable amount of effort. Accordingly, I directed the
agency’s FOIA personnel to search for agency records responsive to these requests.

The search did not locate any responsive records for these requests.

e The agency determined that there are no responsive records to your request
numbered 16, which seeks information about the holdings of the EEOC’s library on
the subject of wiretapping.

NEH does not maintain records of EEOC’s library holdings. Accordingly, I find that
the agency’s decision with respect to these requests complies with FOIA law and
policy, and therefore deny your appeal with respect to this request.

e Inresponse to your request numbered 17, which sought “copies of NEH’s MD-715
reports submitted to EEOC for fiscal years 2019-2021,” the agency (i) provided you

345 CFR § 1171.5(a).
3
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with instructions for accessing copies of NEH’s MD-715 reports for Fiscal Years 2019
and 2020, which are available on NEH’s website, and (ii) determined that there are
no responsive records to your request for NEH’s MD-715 report for Fiscal Year 2021,
because the agency has not yet submitted this report.

I have carefully considered the agency’s decision with respect to these requests and
find that it complies with FOIA law and policy, and therefore deny your appeal with
respect to these requests.

¢ The agency provided you with responsive records for your request numbered 18,
which sought “the communications between the EEOC and the NEH about MD-715.”

Specifically, the agency provided you with copies of three emails between NEH and
EEOC regarding the agency’s MD-715 report.

I have carefully considered the agency’s decision with respect to this request and find
that it complies with FOIA law and policy, and therefore deny your appeal with
respect to this request.

e The agency provided you with responsive records for your request numbered 19,
which sought “the academic backgrounds, the professional responsibilities and
annual salaries of Julia Nguyen, Talisha Saddler, Margaret Scrymser and Pamela
Thompson.”

Specifically, the agency provided you with (i) copies of these employees’ resumes
and/or portions of their applications for employment that reflect their academic
backgrounds; (ii) copies of the Position Descriptions for these employees’ current
positions, which reflect their professional responsibilities; and (iii) these employees’
current annual salaries.

The agency redacted portions of these records pursuant to FOIA Exemption 6,4
which permits a Federal agency to withhold records, or portions of records, that
constitute “personnel . . . and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a
clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy.”

I have reviewed the redacted portions of these records and have determined that the
agency properly withheld them pursuant to Exemption 6.

Accordingly, T have carefully considered the agency’s decision with respect to this
request and find that it complies with FOIA law and policy, and therefore deny your
appeal with respect to this request.

In sum, I have denied your appeals with respect to requests 1—5 and 16—19, and I have
granted your appeals with respect to requests 6—15, but the agency failed to identify any

45 U.S.C. 552(b)(6).
4
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responsive records for those requests. Accordingly, NEH will not be releasing any
additional records to you in response your appeal.

Again, NEH’s response pertains only to NEH agency records. For
information on your FOIA requests to EEOC or other Federal agencies, you
must contact those agencies directly.

Please be advised that you have the right to judicial review of this determination under
the FOIA.5

In addition, the Office of Government Information Services (OGIS) offers mediation
services to resolve disputes between FOIA requesters and Federal agencies. You may
contact OGIS at the National Archives and Records Administration to inquire about the
FOIA mediation services they offer.

The contact information for OGIS is as follows: Office of Government Information
Services, National Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS,
College Park, MD 20740-6001; email at ogis@nara.gov; telephone at 202-741- 5770; toll-
free at 1-877-684-6448; or facsimile at 202-741-5769.

Sincerely,

/Michael P. McDonald/

Michael P. McDonald
General Counsel and FOIA Appeal Official

55 U.8.C. § 552(a)(4)(B).
5
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NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE HUMANITIES

OFHICE OF THE GENEFRAL COUNSEL
March 18, 2022

W (AACL)

Michael] A. Ayele

Association for the Advancement of Civil Liberties
P.O. Box 20438

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 10013

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL
waacl13@gmail.com

Re: Freedom of Information Act Request 22-26
Dear Mr. W:

As the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) official responsible for inquiries under
the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), I am responding to your request, which NEH received
on February 4, 2022, in which you posed a series of questions and requested certain records
relating to (i) The U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission’s (EEOC) communications
about NEH, among other subjects; (ii) EEOC grant applications submitted to NEH; (iii) books
held by EEOC’s library on wiretapping; (iv) copies of NEH’s MD-715 reports submitted to EEOC
for fiscal years 2019-2021 and email communications between EEOC and NEH about MD-715;
and (v) academic backgrounds, professional responsibilities, and annual salaries of four NEH
employees.

We have conducted a comprehensive search of NEH’s files for records responsive to your
request. After a thorough review, we have made the following determinations.

Your request for records regarding (i) EEOC’s communications about NEH as a federal agency,
among other subjects, is overly broad, and it does not comport with the requirements of to 45
CFR § 1171.5(a), as it does not provide enough detail to enable personnel to locate records “with a
reasonable amount of effort.”

We have determined NEH has no responsive records for part (ii) of your request for all EEOC
grant applications submitted to NEH.

We have determined NEH has no responsive records for part (iii) of your request for books held
in EEOC’s library on wiretapping. NEH is a federal grant-making agency that funds projects and
programs in the humanities. It does not maintain records of books held by EEOC’s library. If
you would like to obtain such information, you may wish to contact the EEOC directly.
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Additionally, you requested (iv) copies of NEH’s MD-715 reports submitted to EEOC for fiscal
years 2019-2021 and email communications between EEOC and NEH about MD-715.
Information on NEH’s Equal Employment Opportunity Related Resources and Data is available
on NEH’s Equal Employment Opportunity webpage (https://www.neh.gov/about/equal-
employment-opportunity). To find information on NEH’s MD-715 report for FY2019 please visit
the our webpage at https://www.arts.gov/sites/default/files/NEA-2019-Affirmative-Action-
Plan.pdf and for information on NEH’s MD-715 report for FY2020 please visit our webpage at
https://www.neh.gov/sites/default/files/inline-files/Affirmative%20Action%20Plan%20-
%202020.pdf. Please note, NEH has not yet submitted its MD-715 FY2021 report to EEOC.

The information you requested for records of email communications between EEOC and NEH
about MD-715, as maintained in NEH’s records, is attached. There is no fee for this information.

Lastly, you requested information on the (v) academic backgrounds, professional
responsibilities, and annual salaries of four NEH employees: Julia Nguyen, Talisha Saddler,
Margaret Scrymser, and Pamela Thompson. The information you requested, as maintained in
NEH’s records, is attached. There is no fee for this information.

Please note that we have redacted certain portions of the attached records in accordance with
FOIA Exemption 6. 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(6). Exemption 6 permits federal agencies to withhold
information about individuals in “personnel...and similar files” where disclosure would result in
a “clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy.” In addition, we are withholding in their
entirety 14 pages of employee application material as they contain non-segregable information
protected by FOIA Exemption 6.

For further assistance and to discuss any aspect of your NEH FOIA request, you may contact the
analyst who processed your request or our FOIA Public Liaison, at 202-606-8322 or
gencounsel@neh.gov. If you contact NEH about this request, please reference the request
tracking number, which is 22-26.

You may contact the Office of Government Information Services (OGIS) at the National Archives
and Records Administration to inquire about the FOIA mediation services it offers. The contact
information for OGIS is as follows: Office of Government Information Services, National
Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, MD 20740-6001;
email at ogis@nara.gov; telephone at 202-741-5770; toll-free at 1-877-684-6448; or facsimile at

202-741-5769.

If you wish to appeal this determination, please write to Michael McDonald, Office of the General
Counsel, National Endowment for the Humanities, 400 Seventh Street, S.W., Fourth Floor,
Washington, D.C. 20506; or send an email to gencounsel@neh.gov. Your appeal must be in
writing and postmarked or electronically transmitted within ninety (90) days of the date of this
letter. Your appeal rights are set out in the Code of Federal Regulations, at 45 C.F.R. § 1171.10
and 45 C.F.R. § 1169.8; the FOIA Improvement Act of 2016; and the Privacy Act of 1974.

Sincerely,
/Lisette Voyatzis/

Lisette Voyatzis
Deputy General Counsel

Attachment

2

400 7th STREET, SW, WASHINGTON, DC 20506 | NEH.GOV



M Gmall Michael Ayele <waacl13@gmail.com>

NEH FOIA 22-A-01 (appealing FOIA 22-26)
Gencounsel <gencounsel@neh.gov> Tue, Mar 22, 2022 at 7:46 PM

To: Michael Ayele <waacl13@gmail.com>
Cc: "ogis@nara.gov” <ogis@nara.gov>

Dear Mr. W,

I write to confirm that Mr. McDonald, General Counsel and NEH's FOIA Appeal Official, received your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) appeal on March 21, 2022. NEH will process your
request consistent with 5 U.S.C. Section 552 and NEH’s FOIA regulations. The deadline for NEH to respond is April 19, 2022.

The tracking number for your appeal is 22-A-01. You may use this tracking number to obtain information from NEH’s FOIA Requestor Service Center about the status of your request or to ask
other questions about your request. The Center’s contact information is as follows: 202-606-8322, gencounsel@neh.gov

Sincerely,
Jessica Graves

Legal Administrative Specialist

Office of the General Counsel

National Endowment for the Humanities

400 Seventh Street, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20506
Email: gencounsel@neh.gov

Phone: (202) 606-8322

q

This (including any t ) may contain information that is privileged and confidential and/or attorney work product. If you are not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any di ination of this ge is strictly prohibi
If you have received this message in error, please do not read, copy or forward the message. Please permanently delete all copies and any attachments and notify the NEH Office of the General Counsel immediately by reply e-mail or by calfing (202) 606-
8322.

From: Michael Ayele <waacl13@gmail.com>

Sent: Saturday, March 19, 2022 7:31 AM

To: Gencounsel <gencounsel@neh.gov>; INFO <info@eeoc.gov>; ogis@nara.gov; FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT <FOlA@eeoc.gov>; FOIA <FOIA@nara.gov>
Cc: Michael Ayele <waacl13@gmail.com>; Michael Ayele <waacl1313@gmail.com>; Michael Ayele <waacl42913@gmail.com>

Subject: FOIA Appeal Case No.: NEH FOIA 22-26

W (AACL) Date: March 19™ 2022

Michael A. Ayele

P.O.Box 20438

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

E-mail: waacl13@gmail.com ; waacl1313@gmail.com ; waacl42913@gmail.com

Hello,

Thank you for your email. I am in receipt of it. I am writing this letter in response to your latest correspondence in which you extended me the opportunity to contact you with any
concerns I may have about the FOIA request, which was assigned by the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) Case No.: 22 — 26.

Please be advised that I have concerns about your correspondence of March 18 2022 because of the manner in which you have very inaccurately summarized the content of my FOIA
request. As you are likely aware, I had contacted the National Endowment for Humanities (NEH) on February 15t 2022 seeking for prompt disclosure records that exist within your
possession detailing [1] your communications about the NEH as an “independent federal agency created in 1965, [2] your communications about the NEH as an independent federal
agency, which awards grants for “top-rated proposals examined by panels of independent, external reviewers,” [3] your communications about the NEH grants “svpically going to
cultural institutions, such as museums, archives, libraries, colleges, universities, public television, radio stations, and to individual scholars;” [4] your communications about the NEH
defining the term “humanities” as “the study and interpretation of language, linguistics, literature, history, jurisprudence, philosophy, archaeology, comparative religion, ethics etc,” U
[5] the applications filed by your library and your post-secondary academic institution with the NEH for the purpose of obtaining a grant; [6] your communications about the NEH as a

federal agency, which recognizes that Jean Seberg was a Caucasian woman born on November 13™ 1938 in Marshalltown, Towa; [7] your communications about the NEH as a federal
agency, which recognizes that Jean Seberg “joined the NAACP in 1952, at the age of 14, and championed every cause she crossed paths with,” [8] your communications about the NEH
as a federal agency, which recognizes that Jean Seberg “donated generously to several organizations, including the Black Panthers, as did Elizabeth Taylor, Marlon Brando, and other
Hollywood celebrities,” [9] your communications about the NEH as a federal agency, which recognizes that “a casual phone call with Black Panther leader Elaine Brown brought” Jean
Seberg “to the attention of the FBI,” [10] your communications about the NEH as a federal agency, which recognizes that Jean Seberg “was pregnant with her second child” (...) “when
the FBI released a tip to the Los Angeles Times stating that the baby was actually fathered by a Black Panther;” {11] your communications about the NEH as a federal agency, which
recognizes that Jean Seberg “had a breakdown and delivered the baby prematurely” as a direct consequence of libelous articles published on the Los Angeles Times and Newsweek; [12]
your communications about the NEH as a federal agency, which recognizes that Jean Seberg “sued Newsweek for libel and won 320,000 in damages,” [13] your communications about
the NEH as a federal agency, which recognizes that “shortly after Seberg s funeral, the FBI's smear campaign against her came to light, as well as other intrusions Seberg had
su.vpected;”["] [14] your communications about the decision of the Los Angeles Times to recognize (as a news media organization) their responsibility in the premature birth and death of

Jean Seberg’s daughter, Nina Hart Gary; il [15] your communications about Kristen Stewart as an actress who portrayed Jean Seberg in the 2019 movie entitled: Seberg;[i"] [16] the



books and the articles offered by your library to representatives of the media and members of the general public wishing to pursue research on the issue of wiretap. [17] the Management
Directive (MD-715) report submitted by the NEH to the EEOC for Fiscal Year 2019, 2020 and 2021; [18] the communications between the EEOC and the NEH about MD-715; [19] the
academic backgrounds, the professional responsibilities and annual salaries of Julia Nguyen, Talisha Saddler, Margaret Scrymser and Pamela Thompson.

Your March 18 2022 correspondence fails to address several Items of my records request submitted with the NEH on February 15 th 2022. More specifically, your response fails to
address the portions of my FOIA request pertaining to [1] the NEH interest on the subject of Jean Seberg’s life and death; [2] the decision of the NEH to publish on their website several
pieces of information about the life of Jean Seberg including but not limited to (i) her NAACP membership, (ii) her generous support of the NAACP and the Black Panther Party at a time
when it would have been frowned upon to do so, (iii) the pain and suffering she endured for supporting causes dear to the NAACP and the Black Panther Party, (iv) the circumstances
leading up to her most suspicious and untimely death in France when she was only 40 years old; [4] the formal/informal opinions held by the NEH on the performance of Kristen Stewart
in the movie entitled: “Seberg.” As a representative of the media and a member of the general public, I request that you address and correct the deficiencies I have listed in this email. I
sincerely hope you reconsider your response. Have a good day. Take care.

W (AACL)

Michael A. Ayele

Anti-Racist Human Rights Activist
Audio-Visual Media Analyst
Anti-Propaganda Journalist

Work Cited

(il About the NEH.: https://www.neh.gov/about

Uil The Secret Lives of Jean Seberg, National Endowment for the Humanities NEH).: https://www.neh.gov/humanities/2016/spring/statement/the-secret-lives-jean-scbherg

L] 7he sad news was announced Sept. 8, 1979. Ten days after actress Jean Seberg had been reported missing, her decomposing body was found wrapped in a blanket in the back seat of
her white Renault in Pavis. She was only 40. (...) When the actress returned to Hollywood in 1968 to make “Paint Your Wagon,” Airport” and “Macho Callahan,” the FBI became
interested in her because not only had she donated money to the Black Panthers, she had begun an affair with a marvied African American activist. Its smear campaign claimed Seberg
was pregnant with a Black Panther s child (L.A. Times’ gossip columnist Joyce Haber publicized it in a thinly veiled post). causing her to go into premature labor and give birth to a
daughter, Nina Hart Gary. The little girl died two days later and was buried in Marshalltown but not before her coffin was opened to prove the baby was white. The real life Jean Seberg
and tragic tale behind Kristen Stewart’s ‘Seberg,” Los Angeles Times.: hitps:/fwww.latimes.com/entertainment-arts/movies/story/2020-02-26/jean-seberg-real-life-kristen-stewart

V] The circumstances of Jean Seberg’s death 40 years ago in late August 1979 were squalid and pathetic. The American stars body lay decomposing in a car on a street in Paris for 10
days before the French police discovered it. There was a bottle of barbiturates and a suicide note heside the corpse. As the press veported, her body had “baked in the sun” and the odour
was “unimaginably foul”. This was the actress who, at the start of her career, was described as “so unimaginably fresh"” by her colleagues. (...) “She was so misunderstood. It’s not like
you need to hero-worship a celebrity, they are just people you want to look at. The fact that people stared at her and fixated on things that were not real, projections: that really ultimately
destroyed her,” Kristen Stewart, who plays her in the new film, Seberg, commented of the ill-fated actress in a Vanity Fair interview. As an actor who has worked on both big Hollywood
productions like Twilight and in independent French arthouse features, Stewart seems perfectly qualified to play her. Seberg, out in UK cinemas this Friday, isn't a straight biopic. Its
focus is its subject’s deadly entanglement with the FBI. Days after her suicide, the FBI admitted that its agents had plotted to ruin her reputation as part of their counter-intelligence
programme, Cointelpro, authorised by FBI founder, J Edgar Hoover himself. Seberg's crime, in Hoover s eves, was her involvement in political causes and her support of the Black
Panther Party. In particulay, they were suspicious of her close links with Black Power leader, Hakim Jamal (played in the film by Anthony Mackie). In 1970, the FBI planted the false
rumour that Seberg was pregnant by a Black Panther Party member in order to “‘cause her embarrassment” and “cheapen her image” with the American public. Their plan worked. It
was dispiriting but inevitable that some gossip columnists followed the false leads that the FBI dangled in front of them. From the FBI's point of view, she was involved in radical politics,
had contributed financially to the Black Panthers and was therefore fair game. The story was picked up by gossip columnist, Joyce Haber, who referrved obliguely to it in the Los Angeles
Times. Newsweek also wrote about it and named Seberg. How Hollywood Star Jean Seberg was destroyed by the FBI, https://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/films/
features/kristen-stewart-new-movie-jean-seberg-suicide-fbi-venice-film-festival-2019-a9080366.html

Kristen Stewart on playing actress Jean Seberg and why she loves France, France 24.; https://www.youtube,com/watch?7v=wSuVPetsnl0

On Fri, Mar 18, 2022 at 6:27 PM Gencounsel <gencounsel@neh.gov> wrote:

Dear Mr. W,

Attached please find NEH’s response to your FOIA request.
Sincerely,

Jessica Graves

Legal Administrative Specialist

Office of the General Counsel

National Endowment for the Humanities

400 Seventh Street, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20506
Email: gencounsel@neh.gov

Phone: (202) 606-8322



This (including any h ) may contain information that is privileged and confidential and/or attorney work product. If you are not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination of this message is strietly
prohibited. If you have received this message in errar, please do not read, copy or forward the message. Please permanently delete all copies and any attachments and notify the NEH Office of the General Counsel immediately by reply e-mail or by
calling (202) 606-8322.

From: Gencounsel

Sent: Tuesday, February 22, 2022 9:38 AM
To: Michael Ayele <waacl13@gmail.com>
Subject: NEH FOIA 22-26

Dear Mr. W,

The National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) received your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request on February 16, 2022. NEH will process your request consistent with FOIA (5 U.S.C.
552) and NEH's FOIA regulations (45 C.F.R. 1171).

‘We are denying your request for expedited processing. NEH will grant a request for expedited processing only in situations where there is an imminent threat to life or physical safety or when there is
an urgency to inform the public about actual or alleged Federal government activity. 45 C.F.R. § 1171.7(e}. You requested expedited processing but did not provide reasoning for your expedited
processing request. To determine if the “argency to inform” standard is satisfied, NEH will consider several factors, including whether the requested information concerns a matter of current exigency
to the American public, and whether a delay in obtaining the requested information will compromise a significant recognized interest See, e.g., Al-Fayed v. CIA, 254 F.3d 300, 310 (D.C. Cir. 2001).We
have determined that your request does not establish either of these factors and thus does not meet the standard for expedited processing.

Please be assured that we will process your request as soon as we can, and we estimate that we will finish processing your request by March 17, 2022.

Please note, the tracking number for your request is 22-26. You may use this tracking number to obtain information from NEH's FOIA Requestor Service Center about the status of your request, or
to ask other questions about your request. The Center’s contact information is as follows: 202-606-8322; gencounsel@neh.gov.

Thank you for your interest in NEH.

Sincerely,

Jessica Graves

Legal Administrative Specialist

Office of the General Counsel

National Endowment for the Humanities

400 Seventh Street, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20506
Email: gencounsel@neh.gov

Phone: (202) 606-8322

This {including any h ) may contain information that is privileged and confidential and/or attarney work product. If you are not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination of this message is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please do not read, copy or forward the message. Please permanently delete all copies and any attachments and notify the NEH Office of the General Counsel immediately by reply e-mail or by
calling {202) 606-8322.

From: Michael Ayele <waaci13@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, February 16, 2022 5:15 AM

To: FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT <foia@eeoc.gov>; foiapublicliaison@esoc.gov <foiapublicliaison@eeoc.gov>; joanne.murray@eeoc.gov <joanne.murray@eeoc.gov>; ATLAFOIA
<atlafoia@eeoc.gov>; BIRMFOIA <bimfoia@eeoc.gov>; CHARFOIA <charfola@eeoc.gov>; CHICFOIA <chicfoia@eeoc.gov>; MILWFOIA <milwfoia@eeoc.gov>; MINNFOIA <minnfoia@eeoc.gov>;
DALLAS FOIA <dallasfoia@eeoc.gov>; elpafola@eeoc.gov <elpafola@eeoc.gov>; SAFOFOIA <safofoia@eeoc.gov>; HOUSFOIA <housfoia@eeoc.gov>; NEWOFOIA <newofoia@esoc.gov>;
indifola@eeoc.gov <indifoia@eeac.gov>; DETRFOIA <detrfoia@eeoc.gov>; LOSAFOIA <losafoia@seeoc.gov>; MEMPFOIA <mempfoia@eeoc.gov>; NEWYFOIA <newyfoia@eeoc.gov>; PHILFOIA
<philfcia@eeoc.gov>; PHOENIXFOIA <phoenixfoia@eeoc.gov>; SANFFOIA <sanffoia@seeoc.gov>; STLOFOIA <stlofoia@eecc.gov>; WASHFOIA <washfoia@eeoc.gov>; INFO <info@eenc.gov>;
Thompson, Pamela <pthompson@neh.gov>; Scrymser, Margaret <mscrymser@neh.gov>; Saddler, Talisha <tsaddler@neh.gov>; Nguyen, Julia <jnguyen@neh.gov>

Ce: Michae! Ayele <waacl13@gmail.com>; Michael Ayele <waacl42913@gmail.com>; Michael Ayele <waacl1313@gmail.com>

Subject: FOIA Request 820-2022-005060

Some people who received this message don't often get email from waacl13@gmail.com Leamn why this is important

W (AACL) Date. : February 16™ 2022

Michael A. Ayele

P.O.Box 20438

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

E-mail : waacll3@gmail.com ; waacl1313@gmail.com ; waacl1313@gmail.com

Request for Records
Hello,

This is Michael A. Ayele sending this message though I now go by W. You may call me W. I am writing this letter to file a request for records with your offices. The basis for this

records request is a statement issued by the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) on the “Secret Lives of Jean Seberg. “li] Please find attached to this e-mail the content of my
records request as well as information explaining my request for a fee waiver and expedited processing. Have a good day. Take care.



W (AACL)

Michael A. Ayele

Anti-Racist Human Rights Activist
Audio-Visual Media Analyst
Anti-Propaganda Journalist

Work Cited

01 The Secret Lives of Jean Seberg, National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH).: https:/www.neh.gov/humanities/2016/spring/statement/the-secret-lives-jean-seberg

From: <eeoc.fola@arkcase.com>

Date: Wed, Feb 16, 2022 at 1:06 PM
Subject: New Reguest 820-2022-005060
To: <waacl13@gmail.com>

Dear Michael Ayele (aka) W,

Your request has been delivered to the U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission. The request has been

assigned tracking # 820-2022-005060, please log into your account and review your submission.

The application address is https://eeoc.arkcase.com/ffoia/portal/login

Thank you,

tJ.8. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission

Notice of Confidentiality: The information contained in this transmission may contain privileged and confidential information, including
information protected by federal and state privacy laws. it is intended only for the use of the person(s) named above. If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination, distribution, or duplication of this communication is strictly
prohibited and may be unlawful. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact us at foia@eeoc.gov and destroy alt copies of the
original message and attachments.

Request Details

Title 820-2022-005060 - The basis for this records request is a statement issued by the
National Endowment for the Humanities {NEH) on the ?Secretl Lives of Jean Seberg.?
{...) What | am requesting for prompt disclosure are all records within your possessian
detailing [1] your communications about the NEH as an ?independent federal agency
created in 1965;7 [2] your communications about the NEH as an independent federal



Type

Created

Assignee

Due

Modified

2 attachments

agency, which awards grants for ?top-rated proposals examined by panels of
independent, external reviewers;? [3] your communications about the NEH grants ?
typically going to cultural institutions, such as museums. archives, libraries, colleges.
universities, public television, radio stations, and to individual scholars;? [4] your
communications about the NEH defining the term ?humanities? as ?the study and
interpretation of language, linguistics, literature, histary, jurisprudence, philosophy,
archaeology. comparative religion, ethics elc;? {5] the applications filed by your library
and your post-secondary academic institution with the NEH for the purpose of
obtaining a grant: [6] your communications about the NEH as a federal agency. which
recognizes that Jean Seberg was a Caucasian woman born on November 13th 1938
in Marshalltown, lowa; [7] your communications about the NEH as a federal agency,
which recognizes that Jean Seberg ?joined the NAACP in 1952. at the age of 14. and
championed every cause she crossed paths with;? [8] your communications about the
NEH as a federal agency, which recognizes that Jean Seberg ?donated generously to
several organizations, including the Black Panthers, as did Elizabeth Taylar, Marlon
Brando, and other Hollywood celebrities;? [3] your communications about the NEH as
a federal agency, which recognizes that 7a casual phone call with Black Panther
leader Elaine Brown brought? Jean Seberg ?to the attention of the FBI;? [10] your
communications about the NEH as a federal agency, which recognizes that Jean
Seberg 7was pregnant with her second child? (?) ?when the FBI released a tip to the
Los Angeles Times stating that the baby was actually fathered by a Black Panther;?
[11] your communications about the NEH as a federal agency, which recognizes that
Jean Seberg ?had a breakdown and delivered the baby prematurely? as a direct
consequence of libelous articles published on the Los Angeles Times and Newsweek;
[12] your communications about the NEH as a federal agency, which recognizes that
Jean Seberg ?sued Newsweek for libel and won $20.000 in damages:? [13] your
communications about the NEH as a federal agency, which recognizes that ?shortly
after Seberg?s funeral, the FBI?s smear campaign against her came to light, as well
as other intrusions Seberg had suspected;? [14] your communications about the
decision of lhe Los Angeles Times to recognize (as a news media aorganization) their
responsibility in the premature birth and death of Jean Seberg?s daughter, Nina Hart
Gary: [15] your communications about Kristen Stewart as an actress who portrayed
Jean Seberg in the 2019 movie entitled: Seberg: [16] the books and the articles
offered by your library to representatives of the media and members of the general
public wishing to pursue research on the issue of wiretap: [17] the Management
Directive (MD-715) report submitted by the NEH to the EEOC for Fiscal Year 2019.
2020 and 2021; [18] the communications between the EEQC and the NEH about MD-
715; [19] the academic backgrounds, the professional responsibilities and annual
salaries of Julia Nguyen, Talisha Saddler, Margaret Scrymser and Pamela Thompson.

New Request Queue Intake
02/16/2022 10:06 (UTC) Received 02/16/2022 10:06 (UTC)
Owning Group HQ_FOIA_PROCESSOR@EEOC.
ARKCASE.COM
03/16/2022 21:30(UTC) Priority Normal

02/16/2022 10:06 (UTC) Modified By

This is an automated email notification sent from ArkCase.
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M Gma " Michael Ayele <waacl13@gmail.com>

FOIA Appeal Case No.: NEH FOIA 22-26 [Incident: 220319-000018]

EEOC - 1| G <inffo@eeoc.gov> Mon, Mar 21, 2022 at 7:32 PM
Reply-To: EEOC - | | G <info@eeoc.gov>
To: waacl13@gmail.com

Y Recently you requested personal assistance from our on-line support
center. Below is a summary of your request and our response. We
hope we have answered your questions or referred you to the

appropriate place to have your questions answered.
To access your question from our support site, click here

Subject
FOIA Appeal Case No.: NEH FOIA 22-26

Response By Email (Inquiry) (03/21/2022 11:32 AM)
Thank you for contacting us.

It appears that you have 'carbon copied' the EEOC with your
correspondence to a third person. The information will be stored at
the EEOC as a matter of record only. Please feel free to contact us at
anytime if you require additional assistance.

Alternatively, you may call us at 1-800-669-4000 (VideoPhone: 1-
844-234-5122) to discuss your situation.

Sincerely,

U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission

Auto-Response By (Administrator) (03/19/2022 06:33 AM)

Thank you for contacting the United States Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission. This automated response confirms receipt
of your inquiry and is not intended to address your specific

guestions. For those of you wishing to file a charge of employment
discrimination, please note that there is a time limit of either 180 or
300 days to file a charge, depending on a number of factors. If you
want to begin the process, you can use our online assessment tool at
US EEOC . You can not file a charge via email. We will respond to
your specific questions as quickly as possible.
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Statement

The Secret Lives of Jean Seberg

low

Victoria Cooney
HUMANITIES, Spring 2016, Volume 37, Number 2

It was the biggest talent search for a Hollywood film in the 1950s.
More than 18,000 unknown actresses from the United States and
Europe auditioned, but a pretty seventeen-year-old girl from
Marshalltown, lowa, won the chance to play Joan of Arc in Otto

Preminger’s 1957 film, Saint Joan.



It had the largest soundstage in Europe, 1,500 extras, and glittering
premieres in France, England, and America, but critics panned the movie.
The media treated Jean Seberg's portrayal of the French martyr so
viciously that many assumed she would return to her quiet life in lowa as
soon as possible. But the actress persevered to become an important
fiaure in the development of modern cinema and the face of Mod

rusHion.

Seberg starred in another Preminger film, Bonjour Tristesse, in 1958, which
redeemed her reputation. She soon became the "it" girl for French New
Wave film through Breathless, an experimental movie that rejected big
budgets and formal techniques for something more raw. While too risqué

for Marshalltown, the French adored it and clamored for more of Seberg.

Her celebrity grew as she made films in French and English, championed
new directors, and appeared on magazine covers ranging

from Life to Vogue. The Kennedys entertained Seberg and her second
husband, the writer and diplomat Romain Gary, af the White House, and
girls across France cropped their curls into her signature pixie cut, "4 la

Seberg”

"It's incredible that in the wake of all that, somehow we've forgotten who
Jean Seberg was," says Kelly Rundle, codirector of Movie Star: The Secret

Lives of Jean Seberg, a documentary funded by lowa Humanities that



premiered in 2013 and is making the festival circuit.

Rundle and his wife, producer Tammy Rundle, joined forces with fellow
lowa native and project creator, Garry McGee, to bring Seberg back into
America's consciousness—detailing her complicated life and examining

the forces behind her tragic death.

" is version of her story has not been told before. It's a more personal
look and an unabashedly Midwestern perspective of Jean's life,” Rundle

says. "We were trying to get at something a little deeper.”

Seberg was a passionate activist long before she became a star. She
joined the NAACP in 1952, at the age of 14, and championed every cause
she crossed paths with. As an adult, she donated generously to several
organizations, including the Black Panthers, as did Elizabeth Taylor,

Marlon Brando, and other Hollywood celebrities.

"She had this need in her to make the world a better place,” says
Seberg's friend Rabbi Sol Serber. “All you had to say to her was ‘people

are being hurt."

Seberg was drawn to the Black Panthers because of their free breakfast
programs for children, but her involvement led to government
surveillance, beginning in 1969. A casual phone call with Black Panther

leader Elaine Brown brought her to the attention of the FBI.



"They went aofter her because they found a moment, a weak spot.”
Brown says in the film. "She wasn't personally targeted, they were all

targeted. . . . But she took the first and hardest hit."

Seberg was pregnant with her second child by Gary when the FBI
released a tip to the Los Angeles Times stating that the baby was

__ally fathered by a Black Panther. The false information ran as a thinly
v ed "blind item” in May 1970, and was published again that August, with

Seberg's name, in Newsweek.

Seberg had a breakdown and delivered the baby prematurely. Her
daughter, Nina Hart Gary, died two days later and was buried in
Marshalltown after an open-casket funeral that clarified her parentage.
Seberg and Gary sued Newsweek for libel and won, with $20,000 in

damages, but the actress remained in constant fear.

"She came to visit us right after [the funerall," says Seberg's sister, Mary
Ann Seberg. "She was completely distraught, withdrawn. | think she was
in utter disbelief, too, that her life could be destroyed by something like

this.”

Seberg confinued acting over the next nine years, but never returned to
Hollywood. Her interest turned to writing, and she directed a short film,
but the downward spiral continued. She went missing in late August 1979.

Nine days later, the police found her body, wrapped in a blanket in the



backseat of her car, three blocks from her Paris apartment. The death
was declared a suicide, but conflicting evidence raised the suspicions of

family and friends.

Shortly after Seberg's funeral, the FBI's smear campaign against her
came to light, as well as other intrusions Seberg had suspected. She had

. _followed and spied on, her phones tapped, her mail opened.

"I nere's an odd sort of amnesia about Jean Seberg in the United States,
which is so puzzling to me,” Rundle said. “At her peak, she was on the
cover of every magazine . .. but what's the most surprising is how

successful the neutralization campaign was."

About the author

Victoria Cooney Is a writer in St. Paul, Minnesota.






