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POLICY 5250
Student Speech &/ Publications Prior Review

A. Purpose
1. The District recognizes that students have constitutional rights to freedom of speech
or expression on school property. At the same time, the District retains authority to
regulate speech in school-sponsored activities and to ensure that school operations
are not materially and substantially disrupted.
a. This policy distinguishes between
1) School-sponsored speech (school speech); and
2) Individual student speech (private student expression).
B. School-sponsored Speech

1. School-sponsored speech includes expressive activities that:

a. Officially represent the views of the District or could reasonably be perceived to
do so;

b. Are supervised by faculty;
c. Are part of the curriculum or school program; or
1) Examples include, but are not limited to:
a) School newspapers and yearbooks;
b) Drama productions
c) Assemblies;
d) Official school websites or social media;
e) School-sponsored publications;

f) Athletic programs and announcements.
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2. Editorial Control:

a. The District’s professional employees shall exercise editorial control over the
style and content of student speech in school-sponsored expressive activities.
The District may regulate or refuse to disseminate school-sponsored student
speech when the regulation is reasonably related to legitimate teaching practice
concerns, including but not limited to:
1) Maintaining age-appropriate content;
2) Ensuring accuracy and quality;

3) Protecting student privacy;

4) Preventing association of the school with political positions other than
neutrality;

5) Avoiding speech advocating illegal drug use, irresponsible sexual conduct, or
conduct inconsistent with school policy;

6) Ensuring compliance with professional and academic standards.

3. Inclusion or exclusion of material in school sponsored activities shall not be based
on student viewpoint alone, but may be regulated consistent with legitimate
educational objectives.

4. Complaints:

a. Students who have complaints regarding decisions about the content or style of

school-sponsored publications shall present those complaints in accordance with
Policy 5350 Student Complaints.

C. Individual Student Speech (Non-school-sponsored Expression)
1. Individual student speech includes student expression that:
a. lIs not school-sponsored; and
b. Is not part of a curriculum-based or faculty-supervised expressive activity.
2. Examples include:

a. Student-created flyers;
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Independent petitions;

c. Personal clothing with messages;

d. Personal online speech occurring off-campus (subject to applicable law).

3. General Rule

a. The District shall not restrict individual student expression unless:

1)
2)

3)
4)

5)

6)

7)

The speech materially and substantially disrupts school operations;

The speech reasonably can be forecasted to materially and substantially
disrupt school operations;

The speech interferes with or infringes upon the rights of other students;
The speech promotes or advocates illegal drug use or other illegal activity;

The speech is vulgar, lewd, obscene, or plainly offensive in a school setting;
or

The speech violates other District policies (including harassment, bullying,
threats, or discrimination policies);

“Bare allegations” of disruption of unsubstantiated speculation as to what
might happen are not sufficient to justify restriction. Material that is merely
unpopular, controversial, or offensive shall not be restricted absent evidence
of material and substantial disruption.

D. Content Standards for Non-School-Sponsored Materials

1. Non-school-sponsored materials may not be distributed if they:

a.

b.

Are obscene or sexually inappropriate for the age and maturity of the audience;

Contain libelous statements;

Advocate imminent lawless or disruptive action and are likely to incite such
action;

Contain threats, harassment, or speech that infringes upon the rights of others;

Promote illegal drug use or other unlawful activity;
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f. Meet the material and substantial disruption standard described above. Material
that is merely controversial, critical of school officials, or unpopular shall not be
restricted absent evidence that it meets the standards above.

E. Off-Campus Speech

1. Off-campus student speech may be regulated only where the District can
demonstrate that the speech:

a. Has caused or is reasonably forecasted to cause a material and substantial
disruption at school; or

b. Infringes upon the rights of other students; or

c. Constitutes harassment, threats, or other conduct prohibited by District policy.
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