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Review of Curriculum Revisions
● English 9
● English 10A & 10H
● Film as Text
● Journalism

● Revision of existing courses
● Stronger alignment to CCSS
● Stronger alignment to the 

Vision of the Graduate (VOG)
● Establishment of assured 

experiences



Our Process
Full department discussions focusing on

➢ Pedagogical values
➢ Vision of a four-year English Language Arts experience
➢ Unpacking the standards
➢ Reviewing the Vision of the Graduate
➢ Thematic discussion

Team time to develop 1D and 2D maps / reviewed by Department Chair and Assistant 
Superintendent

Presentation and adoption by department

Summer curriculum work to develop 3D maps / reviewed by Department Chair and 
Assistant Superintendent



Two-Dimensional Maps



How are resources selected?

Choice Based Resources:

➢ offer selection and choice in 
relation to the curriculum

➢ reflect multiple topics 
aligned to the curriculum 
unit

Examples:  English 9 book club 
choices or  English 9 research 
project

Whole Class Resources:

➢ are reviewed in the 
textbook approval or 
curriculum writing 
process

➢ reflect the needs and 
interests of all learners

Examples:  journalism and film 
textbooks, full class novels

Independent Resources:

➢ allow students choice and 
selection of materials that 
most interest them

➢ reflect students’ individual 
areas of interest

Examples:  independent reading, 
independent projects

All resources are reviewed to ensure they are grade and age appropriate in 
regard to access and content using professional resources.



Three-dimensional Maps



Curricular Shifts - English 9
Major Features
➢ Removing Pre-AP designation
➢ Unleveled Course
➢ Increased full-text reading

Text Changes
➢ Removal of The Odyssey and To Kill a Mockingbird
➢ Replacement with full-class text: The Sun is Also a Star
➢ Addition of Choice Reading and Independent Reading
➢ Shift from Townsend Press to Sadlier Vocabulary Workshop (grades 9 and 10)
➢ Shift from noredink.com to IXL (grades 9 and 10)

Assessment Changes
➢ Scaffolded writing from paragraph to multi-paragraph
➢ Multiple modes of assessment (grades 9 and 10)
➢ In-class grammar and vocabulary assessment (grades 9 and 10)



Curricular Shifts - English 10 A&H
Major Features
➢ Focus on skills rather than novels
➢ Alignment of academic and honors courses
➢ Requirement for all 10th grade students

Text Changes
➢ Purple Hibiscus by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie added as an option
➢ A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini added as an option
➢ All Quiet on the Western Front – excerpts only

Assessment Changes
➢ Scaffolded writing with focus on the multi-paragraph analytical essay



Curricular Shifts - Film as Text

Major Features
➢ Stronger alignment to CCSS
➢ Increased reading and writing with rubrics
➢ Goal to be NCAA acceptable

Anchoring Text
➢  The Art of Watching Film



Curricular Shifts - Journalism

Major Feature
➢ Dual Enrollment with CCSU

Anchoring Text
➢ Writing and Reporting for the Media



Questions?



GMHS Capstone Experience



Capstone Experience vs. Capstone Course



Current Methods to Fulfill the Capstone Experience

AP Capstone Seminar
- Research-based experience focusing on 

an area of student interest
- Demonstrates accumulated learning 

over GPS experience

- Full year course
- Group and individual projects
- May earn college credit
- Collegiate level research and writing 

expectations

Capstone Course
- Research-based experience focusing on 

an area of student interest
- Demonstrates accumulated learning 

over GPS experience

- Half-year course
- Individual project
- Most work done in class



Recommendations
Proposed Credit Change
➢ Half-Year Capstone Course = ½ credit and toward humanities elective credit

Proposed Requirement Fulfillment Changes
➢ Grade 10

○ AP Capstone Seminar fulfills the Capstone performance standard and fulfills a 1.0  
humanities elective
■ Note: 10th grade students must take English 10A or 10H.
■ Serves as a prerequisite for AP Research

➢ Grades 11-12
○ AP Capstone Seminar fulfills 1.0 English credit requirement and the Capstone 

performance standard

Proposed Course Change
➢ Independent Study option for half-year course (under development)



Coming Soon! Proposed English 11-12 experience

Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12

English 9
(unleveled course)

English 10A
World Lit

English 11A
American Lit

(honors embedded)

Two (2) 
Half-year English 

electives

English 10H
World Lit

AP Language & 
Composition

AP Language & 
Composition

AP Capstone 
Seminar (humanities 

elective)

AP Literature & 
Composition

AP Literature & 
Composition

AP Capstone 
Seminar 

(English Credit)

AP Capstone 
Seminar 

(English Credit)



Thank you for your time!
Questions?


