
 
 
 
Background on Oregon’s Farm to School Program 
Oregon Department of Education established its farm to school program in 2009. At the heart 
of this work is fostering a space for students and staff to engage in garden-based education 
while building curiosity and shared awareness of healthy food choices. The program supports 
purchases of Oregon foods for meal programs which supports the local food system, connects 
students with their communities, and provides nourishing meals that also serve as educational 
opportunities.  
 
How Many Programs Exist? 
Oregon currently has 788 school gardens, and approximately 400 Sponsors of the National 
School Lunch Program and the Child & Adult Care Food Program that are reimbursed for 
Oregon grown and processed food through the ODE Child Nutrition Program Farm to School 
Grant. We are proud to support this work! 
 
 
Key Points:  
The Oregon Farm to CNP Grant Program is funded for the 2025-2027 biennium. North Wasco 
County SD 21 has been automatically opted in to receive a Farm to CNP Noncompetitive 
Reimbursement Grant (NCRG) in the amount of $13,184.08  
 
The grant period covers the 2025-26 and 2026-27 school years, running from July 1, 2025, 
through June 30, 2027. Grant funds reimburse qualifying purchases of Oregon-grown, 
produced, and processed foods served through NSLP, CACFP, and/or SFSP meal programs.  
 
There are actions to take to access and utilize the award.  
 
We are happy to report that the Oregon Legislature approved funding for the Oregon Farm to 
Child Nutrition Programs (CNP) Grant Program!  
A portion of the total Farm to CNP Grant Program allocation funds the Noncompetitive 
Reimbursement Grant (NCRG), which reimburses eligible CNP Sponsors for Oregon-grown or 
processed foods served through their meal programs.  



For the 2025–2027 biennium, $3 million is allocated to the NCRG. This noncompetitive funding 
opportunity is available to all public Oregon School Food Authorities participating in the National 
School Lunch Program (NSLP), center-based Sponsors of the Child and Adult Care Food 
Program (CACFP), and Sponsors of the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP).  
 
No application is required to receive a grant award. North Wasco County SD 21 has been 
automatically opted in to receive a Farm to CNP Noncompetitive Reimbursement Grant in the 
amount of $13,184.08 for the 2025–2027 biennium (July 1, 2025– June 30, 2027), with the 
opportunity to apply for additional funds through the Farm to CNP Competitive Reimbursement 
Grant (CRG) once the initial $13,184.08 award is fully expended. 
 
 Award amounts for the 2025-2027 biennium were calculated using total meal counts (lunches, 
breakfasts, snacks, and suppers) from July 1, 2024 – March 31, 2025 
 
 
There are rules that need to be followed when purchasing and product must come Oregon only. 
 
Farm and Production Practices  
1. Is water tested annually?  
2. Are test records on file?  
3. Are wells protected from contamination?  
4. If raw manure is incorporated into the soil, is it added at least 2 weeks prior to planting or 120 
days prior to harvest?  
5. Are baskets, totes, or other containers used to collect or transport food products cleaned and 
sanitized before each use?  
6. Are packing materials used for food products clean?  
7. Are packing containers appropriate for food contact?  
8. Are food products kept at appropriate temperatures?  
9. Is the source of wash water used on food products and storage containers protected from 
cross contamination (e.g. manure, livestock, pets)?  
10. Are food products washed, rinsed and sanitized?  
11. Are food product contact surfaces washed, rinsed and sanitized at the end of each day?  
12. Is there a pest control program in place?  
13. Is the food product packing facility enclosed? 
 
Worker Sanitation and Safety  
1. Are workers trained about proper sanitation and hygiene practices?  
2. Are handwashing facilities available to workers?  
3. Do workers wash hands at appropriate times – after eating, smoking and using restroom?  
4. Do workers limit bare hand contact with foods?  
5. Are workers excluded from handling food products if they are ill?  
6. Do workers put on clean aprons or clothes prior to washing and packing product?  
7. Are different gloves worn for harvesting and packing? 
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