llandus Hameton

From: Haeberle, Bennett (NBCUniversal) <Bennett.Haeberle@nbcuni.com>
Sent: Monday, April 7, 2025 12:31 PM

To: llandus Hampton

Subject: FOIA from NBC 5 Chicago

‘CAU_TION Thls emallwas sent by someone outside of JTHS District 204 D_Q_FID.I_C_QKJ_K_S_Q_ |
' 'nt unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe £

J

Good afternoon

This is Bennett Haeberle, the investigative reporter with NBC 5 Chicago.
Please accept this as an official request for public records under the Illinois Freedom of Information Act.

| am requesting copies of the following:

+ any correspondence shared with the community since on or about April 1, 2025 that would
reference concerns about a knife and empty gun cartridge discovered inside school property.

» copies of any data the district possesses since the installation of the Evolv weapons detectors.
Please include any a printout that would illustrate how many knives, guns, or other objects -
including false positives or benign objects (including laptops) that have been detected since
installing these devices.

| am aware that these devices provide such data that is commonly shared or collected by the districts
that use them.

This is a non-commercial request done for the purposes of newsgathering. Electronic records are
preferred.

Please feel free to contact me with any questions.
Thanks

Bennett Haeberle

Investigative Reporter

NBC 5 Chicago

Cell: 312-520-0021

Desk: 312-836-5648
bennett.haeberle@nbcuni.com

INVESTIGATES



From: Michael Ayele <waacll3@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, April 9, 2025 12:34 AM

To: Karla Guseman <kguseman{@]ths.org>; Tanya Rico <trico@jths.org>; Edward Johnson
<ediohnson@iths.org>; Gina Pesavento-Martinez <gmartinez@jths.org>; Eddie Stokes
<gstokes@jths.org>; Dianne McDonald <dmcdonald@iths.org>; Sharon Alexander
<salexander@jths.org>; Andre Bouey <abouey@]ths.org>; Shelley Clark <sclark@iths.org>; Christopher
McGuffey <cmcguffey@jths.org>; Nicole McMorris <nmcmorris@jths.org>; Patrick O'Neill
<poneill@|ths.org>; Paul Oswald <poswald@|ths.org>; Edgar Palacios <epalacios@|ths.org>; Laura Heck
<lheck@ijths.org>; Stacy Otto <sotto@|ihs.org>; Kristine Schlismann <kschiismann@iths.org>; Abraham
Martinez <abmartinez@|ths.org>; Crystal Jordan <cjordan@|ths.org>; Naurice Moffett
<nmoffeti@jths.org>; Marcela Flores <mflores@jths.org>

Cc: Michael Ayele <waacl42913@gmail.com>; Michael Ayele <waacl1313@gmail.com>; Michael Ayele
(W) <waacll3@gmail.com>

Subject: lllinois Freedom of Information Act {FOIA) Request.

Some people who received this message don't often get email from waacil3@gmail.com. Learn
why this is important <https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification>

CAUTION: This email was sent by someone outside of JTHS District 204. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

W (AACL) Date.: April 09th 2025

Michael A. Ayele

P.0.Box 20438

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

E-mail: waacll3@gmail.com <mailto:waacll3@egmail.com> ; waacl1313@gmail.com
<mailto:waacl1313@gmail.com> ; waacl42913@gmail.com <mailto:waacl42913@gmail.com=>

Request for Records

Hello,

This is Michael A. Ayele sending this message though | now go by W and | prefer to be referred to as
such. | am writing this letter for the purpose of filing a request for records with your office.[i] The bases
for this records request are [1] the decision of former President Ronald Reagan to commemorate the
month of April 1983 as National Child Abuse Prevention Month; [ii] [2] the decision of the State of lllinois
to outlaw the corporal punishment of children in private and public schools beginning January 01st 2025,
approximately 42 {forty two) years after former President Ronald Reagan commemorated the month of
April 1983 as National Child Abuse Prevention Month. [iii]



Please find attached to this email the content of my Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request as well
as information explaining my request for a fee waiver and expedited processing. Thank you.

Michael A. Ayele {(a.k.a} W
Anti-Racist Human Rights Activist
Audio-Visual Media Analyst
Anti-Propaganda Journalist

Work Cited

[i] Please be advised that | have previously disseminated a vast number of documents obtained through
records request using the means of various digital publishing platforms. As a representative of the
media, | would like to take this opportunity to inform you that the records you disclose to me could be
made available to the general public at no financial expense to them. This records request is being filed
for non-commercial purposes to inform members of the general public / representatives of the media
[who may be interested in the written content of Michael A. Ayele (a.k.a) W — Association for the
Advancement of Civil Liberties (AACL}] about the activities, the engagements and the priorities of the U.S
government at the local, state and federal level.

(ii] Children may be endangered by physical battering, denial of the basic necessities for life and health,
sexual abuse and exploitation, or emotional cruelty. Public concern can help prevent maltreatment and
help protect children. Action taken after cruelty has occurred is often too late. Prevention of abuse
requires that neighborhoods and communities be attentive to the problems of families in their midst and
be willing to help when help is needed. It requires the active concern of educational, medical, mental
health, law enforcement, and social service professionals, and the efforts of volunteers and private
citizens.

The health and well-being of our children underlie the future of our Nation. The Congress, by Senate
Joint Resolution 21, has recognized the need for public attention to prevention of child abuse and has
requested me to proclaim April 1983 and National Child Abuse Prevention Month.

Now, Therefore, |, Ronald Reagan, President of the United States of America, do hereby proclaim the
month of April 1983 as “National Child Abuse Prevention Month.” | urge all citizens to renew our Nation’s
commitment to meet the serious challenge that child abuse and child neglect pose to the welfare of our
children and families.

I invite the Governors of the States; the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and the Territories; the Mayor of
the District of Columbia; the heads of voluntary and private groups; and the offices of local, State and



Federal government to join in this observance. | also urge them to encourage activities whose purpose is
to prevent and treat child abuse and child neglect. Proclamation 5039 — National Child Abuse Prevention
Meonth, 1983.

[iii] This school year, lllinois will become just the fifth state in the Nation to prohibit corporal punishment
in all schools. Legislation that Gov. JB Pritzker signed into law (...) bans physical punishment in private
schools while reiterating a prohibition on the practice in public schools imptemented 30 years ago. When
the ban takes effect (...), lllinois will join New Jersey, lowa, Maryland and New York in prohibiting
paddling, spanking or hitting in every school.

State Rep. Margaret Croke, a Chicago Democrat, was inspired to take up the issue after an updated call
by the American Association of Pediatrics to end the practice, which it says can increase behavior or
mental health problems and impair cognitive development. The association found that it’s
disproportionately administered to Black males and students with disabilities. “It was an easy thing to
do. | don’t want a child, whether they are in private school or public school, to have a situation in which
corporal punishment in being used,” Croke said. Croke was also disturbed by the Cassville School District
in southwest Missouri. After dropping corporal punishment in 2001, it reinstated it two years ago as an
opt-in for parents. Croke wanted to sent a clear message that “it never was going to be OK to inflict harm
or pain on a child.” Much of the world agrees.

The World Health Organization has decreed the practice a “violation of children’s rights to respect for
physical integrity and human dignity.” In 1990, the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child
established an obligation to “prohibit all corporal punishment of children.” The U.S. was the convention’s
lone holdout. Americans seemingly take a pragmatic view of the practice, said Sarah A. Font, associate
professor of sociology and public policy at Penn State University. “Even though research pretty
consistently shows that corporal punishment doesn’t improve kids’ behavior in the long run— and it
might have some negative consequences — people don’t want to believe that,” Font said. “People kind of
rely on their own experience of, ‘Well, | experienced corporal punishment. | turned out fine. They
disregard the larger body of evidence.”

U.S Sen. Chris Murphy, a Connecticut Democrat, last year introduced legislation, co-sponsored by Senate
Majority Whip Dick Durbin of lllincis, to ban corporal punishment in any school receiving federal funds. It
was assigned to a Senate committee for a public hearing in Mar 2023 but has seen no further action. The
U.S Supreme Court has also rejected constitutional claims against the practice. When junior high pupils
in Dade County, Florida, filed a lawsuit challenging physical discipline, the court ruled in 1977 that Eighth
Amendment protection against cruel and unusual punishment was reserved for people convicted of
crimes; it did not apply to classroom discipline.

Today, 17 states technically allow corporal punishment in all schools, although four prohibit its use on
students with disabilities. North Carolina state law doesn’t preclude it but every school district in the
state blocked its use in 2018. lllinois lawmakers in 1994 stopped the practice in public schools, Among
states that have completely outlawed it, New lersey took the unusual step of barring corporal
punishment in all schools in 1867. lowa eliminated it in private schools in 1989. Marytand and New York
stopped private school use in 2023. Private school advocates, who vehemently oppose state



intervention, did not oppose the new law. ‘Hitting kids should never be allowed’: illinois bans corporal
punishment in all schools. PBS.: https://www.pbs.org/newshour/education/hitting-kids-should-never-be-
allowed-illinois-bans-corporal-punishment-in-all-schools
<htips://www.pbs.org/newshour/education/hitting-kids-should-never-be-allowed-iilinois-bans-corporal-
punishment-in-all-schools>




From: Karla Guseman <kguseman@jths.org>

Sent: Thursday, April 10, 2025 2:05 PM

To: llandus Hampton <ihampton@jths.org>; Kristina Slawinski <kslaw@iths.org>
Subject: FW: Public Records Request

Yl

Karla J. Guseman, Ed.D.

Superintendent

Joliet Township High School District 204 kguseman@ijths.org
815-727-6972

The mission of Joliet Township High School, a historically rich, inclusive, and innovative learning
community that values and embraces diversity, is to maximize every student’s potential to positively
impact our community and thrive in a global society by providing an equitable, personalized, and
rigorous education.

-—--Original Message-----

From: Sarah J <sarah@employeedataanalytics.org>
Sent: Thursday, April 10, 2025 12:46 PM

To: Karla Guseman <kguseman@iths.org>

Subject: Public Records Request

You don't often get email from sarah@employeedataanalytics.org. Learn why this is important

<https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification>

CAUTION: This email was sent by someone outside of JTHS District 204. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

4.10.2025
Karla Guseman, Superintendent

Joliet Township HSD 204

Dear Ms. Guseman,

Pursuant to the lllinois Freedom of information Act (5 ILCS 140), | am writing to request access to and a
copy of a listing of all Joliet Township HSD 204 employees, including their first and last names, email
addresses, titles/positions, and primary campus/department locations. If possible, please provide this
information in an electronic format such as Excel or .csv to this email address.



If your agency does not maintain these records, | would appreciate it if you could inform me of the
appropriate custodian of these records, including their name, address, and email.

Should there be any fees associated with searching for or copying these records, please notify me before
processing my request. However, | would like to request a waiver of all fees in the public interest, as the
information | seek is intended for public employee research and awareness.

As stipulated in the lllinois Freedom of Information Act, | expect your response within five (5) business
days.

If you choose to deny this request, please specify each exemption that you believe justifies the refusal to
release the information and inform me of the appeal procedures available under the law. Additionally,
please provide all segregable portions of otherwise exempt material.

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

<https://cdn.gifo.wisestamp.com/ im/sh/dS9wd04zRUdxQUtXRy9iOTkwMGR]ZSOWYzZQALTRIY2 UtYTez0C0
yNiMzMBkY2U3MGRfXzQwMHg0OMDBfXy5qcGVn/circle.png>  Sarah James

Data Coordination Specialist

Employee Data Analytics

<https://cdn.gifo.wisestamp.com/s/rfw1/f0a82{/26/trans.ong> www.employeedataanalytics.org/
<https://www.employeedataanalytics.org/>

<https://cdn.gifo.wisestamp.com/s/rfem1/f0a82f/26/trans.png> sarah@employeedataanalytics.org
<mailto:sarah@employeedataanalytics.org>




llandus Hameton

From: justin@usestarjump.com

Sent: Thursday, April 17, 2025 10:00 AM
To: flandus Hampton

Subject: FOIA Request: vendor contracts
Attachments: FOIA_signed.pdf

CAUTION: This email was sent by someone outside of JTHS District 204. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the contentissafe.

Dear FOIA Officer,
Please see attached Freedom of Information Act form.

Pursuant to the lllinois Freedom of Information Act (5 IIl. Comp. Stat. 140/1—11 ), | am requesting Contracts,

purchase orders, and master service agreements that are still in effect or have been in effect in the past 3
years with Apex/Edmentum

If any portion of this request is denied or withheld, please provide a written explanation citing the specific

exemption(s) under the Freedom of Information Act and release all non-exempt portions of the requested
documents.

i request that these records be provided electronically, if possible. If you have any questions, please do not
hesitate to contact Justin@usestarjump.com

Thank you for your attention and cooperation. | look forward to your prompt response within the legally
required timeline.

Sincerely,
Justin Wenig



