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Important Dates/Reminders
May 30 - Neah-Kah-Nie High School Graduation,
12:00 PM
June 2nd & 3rd - Last day of swim for Archer, Spicer
and Gillespie's classes
June 3rd - 4th/5th Grade Celebration Swim - 12:00-
12:45
June 8th - School Board Meeting @ 5:30 @ the
district office or by Zoom
June 9th - Last Day for Preschool
June 9th - Field Day, 12:00-2:15. Please contact the
office if you're interested in volunteering
June 10th - Last Day of School K-5 - Early Release for
students at 12:00
August 1st - Open Registration for New Students and
Online Verification will be Open for the 26-27 School
Year

Report Cards will be mailed out the week after school is out.

 



2025/2026 Class Assignment &
Configurations

By Kristi Mills, Principal

To keep class sizes optimal for learning, the Neah-Kah-Nie School District is adding one
teacher at Garibaldi Grade School (GGS) and one teacher at Nehalem Elementary
School (NES) for the upcoming school year. The school board is deeply committed to
keeping elementary class sizes small, and this additional staffing will help us achieve
that goal.

Understanding Our Blended Classrooms
In a smaller school community, our grade-level configurations are directly driven by
enrollment numbers. Both elementary schools in our district utilize blended grade
classrooms (such as K/1, 2/3, 3/4, or 4/5) to evenly distribute students. This ensures
balanced class sizes across the entire school.

Our goal is to avoid situations where one class has only 12 students while another has
25. Balancing these numbers creates the best possible environment for both students
and teachers.

How We Handle Math: Teaching math in a blended classroom can be complex due to
distinct grade-level standards. To address this, we use a "Walk to Math" format. This
structure ensures that only one grade level is present in each math class. Additionally,
we staff larger math groups with instructional assistants to provide robust, targeted
support.

Anticipated Grade-Level Configurations
Summer enrollment—including new families moving to the area, new housing
developments, and opening apartments—frequently impacts our final numbers. While
things may shift over the summer, here is our current plan for the upcoming school
year's classroom configurations:

Preschool: Mrs. Quintana
Kindergarten: Mrs. Archer
Kindergarten: Mr. Kinstedt
Grade 1: Ms. Spicer
Grade 2: Ms. LeDoux
Grade 2/3: Ms. Panks
Grade 3: Mrs. Christensen
Grade 4: Mrs. Carbary
Grade 4/5: Mrs. Henderson
Grade 5: Mr. McCoy



Welcome Mr. Kinstedt to NES!
We are incredibly excited to welcome Ryan Kinstedt to our NES Seagull family! Mr.
Kinstedt is a familiar face in our district, having taught both kindergarten and upper
intermediate grades at GGS for the past 12 years. Prior to joining NKN SD, he taught
elementary school in the Beaverton School District. Please join us in giving him a warm
welcome when you see him around campus!

Class Placement Timeline
Classroom placements will be made available to families via ParentVue in late August.
We typically finalize and release this information the Friday before school starts to
ensure all end of-summer enrollees are accounted for and properly placed.

When building classrooms, our staff spends a significant amount of time carefully
weighing multiple factors. We work diligently to balance each room in terms of:

Total number of students
Gender balance
Academic needs
Behavioral dynamics
Gender

Because of the complexity of this balancing act, our school does not accept parent
requests for specific teachers or grade-level configurations. Please know that
we deeply value what is best for your children, and we dedicate a tremendous amount
of care and consideration to t

 

Last Day of School

Wednesday, June 10th
10:45-11:45 K-5 Assembly in the Gym

11:50 Bell Ringing for Grade 5 Students
12:00 Dismissal

Families are welcome to attend. If you plan to take your student home from school
PLEASE let the office know ahead of time!

 



Attendance Update From
Principal Mills

NES Attendance Update- How Are We Doing With Our Attendance Rate?
By Kristi Mills, Principal

Attendance is a key part of student success, and we want to take a moment to
celebrate the incredible progress we’ve seen in our student attendance this school year!

Thank you to all our parents and guardians for your dedication to getting your children
to school on time and ready to learn. Whether it’s adjusting morning routines or
overcoming unexpected hurdles, your hard work is making a real difference. Look how
NES’s attendance monthly data has improved compared to last year’s data:

Percent of students at school more than 90% of school days: (This is how the
state tracks attendance!)

All those green color coded months are an improvement on our last year’s rate. This is
tremendous! Thank you, thank you! Teachers can’t teach your children if they aren’t
here at school, so families getting them here to school is so important to us. Thank you
for making attending school regularly a priority for your family! We appreciate you!  -
Mrs. Mills and the NES staff

 



Library

The end of the year is fast approaching, and that means it is time to turn in Library
books. 

Monday, 6/1 is the big RETURN DAY and we’ll also accept payment for any lost books. 

Wednesday evening, 6/3 any remaining outstanding books shift to lost status.  

If your child has something marked as lost books, or you have questions about
anything, you can message me directly (Kathy Kammerer) in Parentsquare.

*This week Kindergarten skipped checking out books this week to make it easy, and
only kids with outstanding books and bags are left have something to return.  

 

From the Nurse

Summer is a great time to have your child seen for their annual well child check. During
this time, you can view your child's development and growth and discuss if vaccines are
best for your child. Have a great summer!

 

Lost & Found

All lost and found items will be donated after the last day of school. Please stop in and
check if anything belongs to your child.

 

https://www.parentsquare.com/signin


Ms. Jennifer's School Counseling
Office

Greetings and happy May!

We made it! Another year in the books. It has been an honor working with your
children this year, helping them foster growth in their social emotional skills. 
As we head into summer I’d like to share some ideas to continue your child's social
emotional learning…

Supporting children during big emotions is crucial in building their emotional
intelligence. As adults, modeling for them the recognition of our own feelings and
tools to work through them is so beneficial. for kids. Below is a script as a starting
point to help your kiddos work through big emotions: 

Ms. Jennifer
503-355-3657
jenniferh@nknsd.org



 



Field Day

Volunteers needed for field day. Click here to sign up

https://forms.gle/zQ1yfLtkTfTZhGAz9
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeID0xoLXZDMgWvFJr7Jc3J5Se0xDI9f1E27v-wBC3KYzG4HA/viewform


Cafeteria

 



Summer EBT Program

Dear Families,

We're excited to share that the Oregon Summer EBT program is back for summer
2026! This program helps families buy food during the summer. Each eligible student
can get $120 for groceries.

Who can get this benefit?
Your school-age child may be automatically eligible if:

Your family gets SNAP, TANF, or Oregon Health Plan (Medicaid) and meets income
rules.
Your child gets free or reduced-price school meals and meets income rules.
Your child is in foster care, in migrant education, experiencing homelessness, in a
qualified Head Start, or part of the Food Distribution Program on Indian
Reservations (FDPIR).

Your school-age child may be eligible by application if:

Your family meets the federal income requirements for free or reduced-price
meals at school, and
Your child attends a school that participates in the National School Lunch Program
(NSLP) or School Breakfast Program (SBP).

Important things to know:
 

If you got Summer EBT last year through an approved application (2025), you
don't need to apply again. Your family will get benefits on June 4, 2026.
If you're new to the program and didn't get benefits automatically on June 4, you
must apply by Sept. 1, 2026.
The money will be placed on an Oregon EBT card and can be used at most
grocery stores, farmers markets, and more.

To learn more or to apply, visit sebt.oregon.gov or email
summerebtinfo@odhs.oregon.gov. Starting June 1, 2026, you can also call the Oregon
Summer EBT Call Center at 1-833-673-7328 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Pacific Time.

Eating well helps children stay healthy, grow strong, and do better in school. That's why
programs like Summer EBT are so important for students.



 

PBIS

🌟 Meet the NES PBIS Team!

We are so excited to introduce the team dedicated to making our school a happy, safe,
and encouraging place to learn! Our team includes our Principal, Counselor, PE
Teacher, Office Secretary, and two of our wonderful Classroom Teachers.

What We Do
Think of us as the "Cheerleaders-in-Chief" for our students! We meet regularly to look
at how things are going around campus and find ways to make the school day even
better. Our goals are simple:

Celebrate the Good: We create fun reward systems to high-five students who
are making great choices.
Clear Expectations: We make sure every student knows the "rules of the road"
so they feel safe and supported.
Support for Everyone: If we notice patterns where students are struggling, we
jump in with helpful tools to get them back on track.
Our principal: when students are referred to her she checks in with families to
create a supportive plan including their teacher and other staff as needed. 

Why We Love It
We truly have the best job at NES! Nothing beats the feeling of seeing our students
thrive, watching them earn rewards for their hard work, and seeing our school spirit
grow every single day.
Go NES!

 



2026-2027 School Year Calendar

Please mark your calendars the
first day of school is SEPTEMBER

1st.

 



NCRD Youth Center

June has arrived! Are you ready for summer? If you need care, please reach out to
us. Our program starts at 7am and runs until 5pm. This does include a nutritious snack
and a host of enrichment activities (outdoor play/walks, gym time, crafts, etc.) If
interested, please reach out to Angie or Kiley at NCRD by phone, email, website, or just
stop in. We are closed on all national holidays.  However, we are open all other days,
cost per day is $20 per student. We will not be open June 19 in observation of
Juneteenth. To preregister and prepay, contact the Welcome Center.

Scholarship applications are available upon request. Scholarships for students are
funded through the Friends of NCRD Foundation. Please let any staff member or the
Welcome Center know if this is a need, and we will get you a scholarship application.

-Youth Sports-
Baseball has started and runs through June 24 pre-K through 5th grade are able to
play. If you want to play but haven’t registered, you still can, come over to NCRD and
register if you have already played a sport this school year it’s even easier, just call the
welcome center (or email Kiley) and let them know your child’s name, we can invoice
you (*late fees may apply). angiet@ncrdnehallem.org
kileyk@ncrdnehalem.org         

- Upcoming Events –
Open Swim all summer 1pm-3pm.
Registration is open for Summer Camps (full except for Theater Camp) and Field Trips!

 

mailto:angiet@ncrdnehallem.org
mailto:kileyk@ncrdnehalem.org


NCRD Swim

 



NKNSD Employment
Opportunities

 

https://neahkahnie.schoolspring.com/


 



 






