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About Our Department
 

Errin French, Director  
Areas of Focus:  At-Risk, IMPACT counselors, 
Guidance Instruction and materials, PRS, Mental 
Health providers, community agency connections, 
District TASST, counseling interns, New Counselors 
 
Debra Fort, Coordinator of Counseling  
Areas of Focus: HS, MS APG & Planning, 
Naviance, CBE Advising,  
 
BJ Lafferty, Student Support Specialist  
Sandi Silva, TEHCY Support Admin  

MISD Leadership Summit 2024 

MEF Purses with Purpose 2024 



In accordance with TEC 
33.005-33.007, TEC 28.004, 
and MISD board policy 
FFEA, “A school counselor 
shall work with the school 
faculty and staff, students, 
parents, and the community 
to plan, implement, and 
evaluate a comprehensive 
school counseling program.”  

What is Comprehensive School Counseling?

Conduct a needs assessment

Organize a campus based advisory committee

Use program goals to drive services

Nurture relationships to support implementation

Serve students in the four areas of the model

Ensure delivery of guidance scope & sequence

Leverage specialized skills to assist teachers, staff, 
and parents

Optimize efforts to create a positive school climate 

Review the program to assess effectiveness
Jennifer Akins  is serving as the 
co-chair of the taskforce that is 
currently creating the 6th edition 
of the Texas Model on behalf of 
TSCA & TEA.  



19-20 20-21 21-22 22-23 24-25 Increase?
Individual student 
meetings 50,926 31,780 56,267 58,171 72,656 yes

Parent 
meetings/contacts 13, 520 21, 852 28,620 29,248 31,643 yes

Staff Trainings 217 350 536 536 425 no

Parent Workshops 106 106 84 88 265 yes

Group Sessions 1,508 1,089 1,221 1,424 2,149 yes

Guidance Lessons 6,254 5, 749 5,343 5,879 30,913 yes

504/ARD Attendance 2,373 2, 434 2,093 2,391 1,989 no

Suicide prevention 
activities/lessons 310 349 463 546 3,790 yes

Substance abuse 
prevention 
activities/lessons 932 323 433 517 4,329 yes

Bullying prevention 
activities/lessons 588 535 1,436 1,492 5,838 yes

McKinney ISD Counseling Programs By the Numbers



A Tradition of Excellence!

The district had 25 of our campuses apply for 
the state level CREST award from the Texas 
School Counselor Association!! We have been 
winning since 2017. We will know this month 
how many campuses received the award! 
 
This campus award recognizes excellence in 
comprehensive school counseling programs 
that conform to the requirements of the Texas 
Model.  
 

Our schools who won will be honored at an 
Awards Banquet February 2nd at the annual 
TSCA conference in Galveston. 
 
To see our school’s submissions, visit this link! 
 

https://pscc.txca.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iUE7qxzDM6sLoCo0cIrV14MMN2oICWq12yMSeQE4MIE/edit?usp=sharing


 Individual Planning

Individual Planning at Boyd 

The North 
HS Team 
Is focused 
on helping 
students to 
plan for 
this day! 

Data from 1:1 minute meetings with 
Kinder at Bennett Elementary: 

Counselors assist students with 
setting and monitoring goals for 
academic achievement! 

Kinder 
Camp at 
Bennett 



 Individual Planning

Individual Planning at 
Boyd-Merit scholar 
advisement 

Individual 
planning at 
North- 
credit 
checks 

Counselors assist students with 
setting and monitoring goals for 
academic achievement! 

McNeil- establishing a relationship for future 
planning success 



 Guidance Instruction

Finch students learn 
about digital safety 

Evans MS students building 
relational capacity 

Boyd HS:Application 
Bootcamp! 

Caldwell students learn 
to be good friends 

Lawson students learn 
about managing feelings 

The Texas Model 
contains student 
competencies in  
four core areas! 
Character Education 
TEKS and other 
prevention topics are 
included in “guidance” 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1iGx-FIOgllH-HjvjTCLbS8m7i21FZn5Nx7g1TSrSnWI/edit?usp=sharing


Guidance reinforces campus 
culture, builds relationships, and 
supports student safety!

Unity 
Rings at 
Dowell 
MS 

Webb counselor Jennifer Lidington 
creates monthly transformations. 
Building empathy using legos to help 
kids be empathetic towards one 
another! 



A Deep Dive into Club Creed at Cockrill MS

Click on the image to watch the video! 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l2G1ScmvmSY


Put on a Poitivi”tee” 

Slaughter Elem 

Burks Elementary 

Kindness 
assembly 
Walker 
Elem 

McGowen:Be the “I” in Kind 

Click 
on the 
video! 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yR3GYdqsdaE


We now have a Board 
Recognition that honors the 
work campuses due to 
Showcase MISD LIves Kind. 
 Two Campuses have been 
honored so far: 

Faubion MS: WOW Wednesdays!  Cockrill MS: Club CREED 



Innovative Guidance:
And the Garden continues at MHS!

● Student Led 
● Community Collaboration 
● Grant Funded 

Garden data 



But how do we know guidance is effective? 
Here’s an example from McGowen Elementary!

Guidance lessons were provided for fourth grade students to help them recognize the importance of 
keeping their brain and body healthy, identify healthy responsible choices, and identify things they 
should avoid. Prior to the lesson, 30% of all 4th graders could identify the brain as the most 
important part of their body, 89.8% of all 4th graders could identify responsible, healthy choices to 
keep their brain and body healthy, and 75.6% of all 4th graders could identify who was ultimately 
responsible for making choices to keep their brain and body safe and healthy. At the conclusion of 
the lessons, 95.8% of all 4th graders could identify the brain as the most important part of their body, 
98.6% of all 4th graders could identify responsible, healthy choices to keep their brain and body 
healthy, and 98.8% of all 4th graders could identify who was ultimately responsible for making 
choices to keep their brain and body safe and healthy.  



 Responsive Services

Boyd HS responsive service 
activity related to a traumatic 
event at a local mall 

McClure 
Referral 
Data 

Services for students on special 
topics to encompass prevention, 
intervention, and crisis support.  

Cockrill MS ran a 
girls group to 
focus on 
self-confidence! 

The PSC collaborated with parents to 
conduct a food drive during Red Ribbon 
Week as a community outreach activity. 
The PSC contacted the North Texas Food 
Bank to set up the food drive to benefit 
their organization. The director at the 
North Texas Food Bank communicated 
their needs for certain items to support 
families. The PSC assigned those 
specific items to each grade level to bring 
in during Red Ribbon Week. Our Valley 
Creek PTA supported by creating the 
boxes to collect donations. The food drive 
was held all during Red Ribbon Week. At 
the end of the week the PSC coordinated 
with PTA to have the food delivered to the 
North Texas Food Bank.

Valley Creek Elem 



SOAR Room at 
Finch Elementary! 

Responsive Service Highlight 

Responsive Services Highlight 



 System Support

Parent Information 
Session at Boyd 

The School Counselor 
works with teachers, 
administrators, and parents 
to support students! 

Vega Holiday Cares Project 
PIC Brochures & 
Newsletters 
 
Community 
Resource Nights 

SJMS sharing 
counseling materials at 
Meet the Teacher night! 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=afyB-RtMnuk


 Partnerships

Additional Partners: 
Samaritan Inn
Lifepath Systems
Journey of Hope
Trusted World
One Heart McKinney 
CIS/Reach Mentors
Drug Free McKinney
And, many more…

Harold Murphy Counseling Center  
• Open M-TH from 1-9
• Up to 8 sessions FREE
• for MISD students & staff
• 469-302-6318

Children’s Telebehavioral Health
• Telephonic Assessment
• Referral and Case management
• Teletherapy Session at School 

(up to 3 at no cost)  

Chicago School  
• Small Group Counseling
• Elementary focus on: friendships, 

feelings, self-esteem, social skills, 
and self-regulation 

COMMUNITY PARTNERS



 Partnerships

New MOU with Trusted World Chicago School  
Small Group Counseling

COMMUNITY PARTNERS

Operation School Bell 



New Initiatives from our Partners
Goal: increased supports for 
students, parents, and teachers 
using robust community 
partnership models and grant 
funding where possible! 



SRO’s talk to us 
about drug trends! 

Guidance Day- Learning about 
classroom transformations! 

Data Madness! 

Counselor Professional Development 

Following up with year 2 
team members! 

Our expert on South Asian cultures! 

Journey of Hope- grief 
supports 



When 
professional 
counselor 
learning is 
fun, kids 
benefit!! 

“stick emojis” 
explore feelings 



Teri Morgan 
Wilmeth Elementary 

Kati Green 
Glen Oaks 

Susan Washa 
 Press Elementary 

“Support Others through Service”


