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History
March 2017

• Social Studies curriculum adoption K-12
• My World, SAVVAS, 2013  (K, 1, 2, 3, 5)
• AZ Story, Gibbs-Smith, 2008 (4th grade)

SY 2023-2024
• Curriculum Adoption scheduled Spring 2024

• My World, SAVVAS, 2013  (K, 1, 2, 5)
• AZ Story, Gibbs-Smith, 2008 (3rd & 4th grade)
• ADE approved Open Educational Resources



2022-2023 Elementary
• Drafted the Amphitheater Elementary English Language Arts 

(ELA) Framework (K-2/3-5)

• Provides an outline of how to plan and implement a full 
HMH/Fundations reading and writing lesson within the 90-120 min 
literacy block

• Includes opportunities for direct instruction, small group/targeted 
instruction, independent and collaborative practice, direct writing 
instruction, and independent writing/individual writing conferences

Exhibit A



2023 Elementary Social Studies Curriculum Committee

3rd Grade Jennifer Dresher (Painted Sky), Catherine Williams (Walker), 
Rachelle Ferris (Innovation Academy), Jennifer Krim (Holaway), 
Helen Elio (Wilson K-8), Peggy Marner (Holaway), Vanessa Hicks 

(Wilson K-8), Michaela Rodrigues (Innovation Academy)

4th Grade Natasha Banales (Walker), Sarah Natale (Painted Sky), Katrina 
Yarbrough (Wilson K-8), Patricia Patchin (Innovation Academy), 

Helen Martinez (Painted Sky)



2022-2023 3rd & 4th Grades

Exhibits A and B



2022-2023 Secondary Social Studies Curriculum Committee

Middle School
Department Heads

High School 
Department Heads

Office of Learning
and Instruction

Chris Mercilliott
Amphitheater Middle School

Erika Sparlin
Coronado K-8 School 

Julie Nicholas
Cross Middle School 

Neely Johnson
La Cima Middle School

Jose Obregon
Wilson K-8 School

Shawn Smith
Amphitheater High School

Elizabeth Yeager
Canyon del Oro High School

Amanda Stoxen
Ironwood Ridge High School

Joe Hubble
Curriculum Instruction Support Specialist

Elizabeth Jácome
Director of Curriculum and Assessment



2022-2023

Exhibits C-H



Elementary & Secondary 
Social Studies Curriculum Adoption

• Aligned to Amphitheater Governing Board Policies
• IGD: Curriculum Adoption
• IGE & IGE-R: Curriculum Guides and Course Outlines

• Adoption Committee to include stakeholders from all schools
• All recommendations vetted to verify alignment to AZ History 

and Social Sciences Standards



Shannon Langley
EL District Coordinator

English Language Acquisition Department



Arizona’s Language Development 
Approach (LDA)

Student agency refers to 
learning through activities 
that are meaningful and 
relevant to learners, driven 
by their interests, and often 
self-initiated with proper 
guidance from teachers. 
Student agency gives 
students voice and often 
choice in how they learn. 



State Board Approved SEI Models Used in 
Amphitheater 

Two-Hour SEI Model

Principle One Articulating a clear vision for student success that includes high 
expectations for EL achievement and social/emotional development.

Principle Two
One content area per day of language instruction within the integrated 
setting. Access to grade level content alongside native English-
speaking peers throughout the remainder of the day. 

Principle Three
120 minutes per day/600 minutes per week (elementary) or 100 
minutes per day/500 minutes per week (secondary) of targeted ELD 
time in an SEI classroom for only ELs provided by a certified ELD 
Specialist.

Principle Four Ensuring that all teachers have access to a variety of different types of 
data about their ELs’ progress and performance. 

Amphitheater High School, Amphitheater Middle School, La Cima Middle School, Holaway 
Elementary, Keeling Elementary, Nash Elementary, Prince Elementary, Rio Vista Elementary, and 

Walker Elementary



State Board Approved SEI Models Used in 
Amphitheater 

Pull-Out SEI Model

Principle One Articulating a clear vision for student success that includes high 
expectations for EL achievement and social/emotional development.

Principle Two
60 minutes per day/300 minutes per week (elementary) or 50 minutes 
per day/250 minutes per week (secondary) of language instruction 
within the integrated setting. Access to grade level content alongside 
native English-speaking peers throughout the remainder of the day. 

Principle Three
60 minutes per day/300 minutes per week (elementary) or 50 minutes 
per day/250 per week (secondary) of targeted ELD time in an SEI 
classroom for only ELs provided by a certified ELD Specialist.

Principle Four Ensuring that all teachers have access to a variety of different types of 
data about their ELs’ progress and performance. 

Canyon Del Oro High School, Ironwood Ridge High School, Cross Middle School, Coronado K-8, 
Wilson K-8, Copper Creek Elementary, Donaldson Elementary, Harelson Elementary, Innovation 

Academy, Mesa Verde Elementary, and Painted Sky Elementary



New English Language Proficiency 
(ELP) Standards

Ten standards that span grades K-12 and are organized by 
mode of communication (receptive, productive, interactive) 

with two of these standards dedicated to language/grammar. 
Performance indicators reflect the language skills students 

need to develop proficiency in English. 



New AZELLA Placement & Reassessment 
with New Proficiency Rules



Supports for our Targeted ELD Teachers



Supports for our Integrated ELD Teachers



Integrated ELD Math – Elementary 



SEI Endorsement Course
All public-school teachers delivering the required minutes of the SEI models are required to 
have an SEI Endorsement. In the fall of 2022, a total of 154 teachers throughout the district 
were lacking this endorsement. We are currently working to address this need.

Since March of 2022, 
thirty-five of these 
teachers have completed 
Amphi’s SEI Endorsement 
course to met the 
requirements of having the 
endorsement added to 
their teaching certificates.



Questions?
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