
Site Report – Nondalton – January, 2025 
To: Superintendent Kasie Luke  
and LPSD School Board Members 

From: Colter Barnes, Principal 

 

Photos & Description of Activities and Events 
In no particular order/priority: 

1. New tutor Gabbie Quinn! 
2. Senior graduation meeting/planning 
3. District basketball jamboree in Newhalen 
4. End of Quarter 2 (and report cards) 
5. IEP meetings 
6. Warriors of the month 
7. Food-service update 
8. Noah Degraff’s Suny Brockport student-teaching article & video 
9. Our worm farm is healthy and our mushroom plug spawn logs are colonizing! 
10. We opened our community gym (funded by our tribal council) 
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Personnel Update 
K-5: Faith Woodcock 
6-12: Shakim Blackwell 
Special Education: Tracey Thomas and Rick Rohlman 
 
Tutor: Gabrielle Quinn 
SPED/General/Custodial Aide: Betty Wilson  
SPED Paraprofessional: Nenita Wilson 
SPED Paraprofessional: Alicia Hobson 
Preschool Teacher: Danielle Alexie 
Cook: Teresa Rickteroff 
Nightgym Aide: Carrie Harried 
Custodian: Clarence Harried 
P.E. Teacher: Makayla Joseph 
Maintenance: David Van Dusen 
Substitutes: 
 

LSAC Activity 
The Nondalton LSAC did not meet in January. Our February meeting is scheduled for Monday the 10th. 
 

Community Engagement  
We’ve had a school representative at every tribal council meeting this year. 
 

Professional Development 
● Saturday, January 18th: state-wide RTI & MTSS PD focused on rural/small schools needs & challenges 
● Friday, January 24th: district-wide PD focused on Place-Based Education & Native language courses 
● Monday, January 27th: work day  

 

Pupil % Attendance K-12 
We currently have 22 students (K-12) and 3 preschoolers enrolled. Our January attendance rate was 80%. 
 

Student and Staff Safety 
We had our monthly fire drill on Tuesday, January 14th, and all students and staff exited the building in 
under 40 seconds.  
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Teaching on the Alaskan Frontier 
Education student travels to Alaska as part of a Brockport program designed to 
fill a teacher shortage in remote indigenous villages. 

 
Over three-thousand miles from Brockport, nestled between towering mountains and on 
the shore of a modest lake, sits a place most have never heard of and few will ever see. It 
is a village on the Alaskan peninsula whose population teeters on the edge of 
one-hundred — mostly Alaskan Native people. Accessible only by bush plane, the town 
of Nondalton has no railways, no roads, and no ports. 

Watch the Video 
The village has one school, known colloquially as “the school,” and one store, similarly 
dubbed “the store.” To get around, residents primarily walk or ride ATVs, but with only a 
half mile stretch from one end of Nondalton to the other, this is hardly seen as an 
inconvenience. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q3aZ3vBL4To 
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Iliamna Air Taxi 
 

For one semester, English Education major Noah DeGraff called Nondalton home. 

“You get on a very small airplane, usually just four seats. When the wind blows, it’s 
pretty rocky. It’s a pretty dangerous experience, but it’s also really, really exciting,” 
DeGraff said. “We flew over the mountains and I saw my village for the very first time. I 
saw the left end of it and the right end of it and the dirt path that connects to both ends, 
and they kind of just faded out into the tundra. And that was really my first experience of 
being like, I’m in the middle of nowhere.” 

“They come back confident, proud, and with some good stories.” 
Professor Chris Wilkens 
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The Alaska Student Teaching Program is a long-standing partnership with school districts 
in Alaska, in which students from Brockport and other SUNY institutions spend a 
semester teaching in villages across the state. Associate Professor of Education Chris 
Wilkens runs the program, which not only provides a unique and valuable learning 
experience for teacher candidates, but also helps funnel much-needed teachers into 
Alaska, which is facing a severe teacher shortage. 

“What I love most is how versatile everyone becomes when working in a rural setting 
and that it’s cross-cultural,” Wilkens said. “Our Brockport candidates might not ever 
work with Alaska Native or other Indigenous students, and yet that’s pretty much the 
entire student body in these rural schools. They come back confident, proud, and with 
some good stories.” 

“These teachers will have five reading levels that they have to 
teach in 90 minutes. They’ll have kindergarten through fifth 
grade in one room.” 
Principal Colter Barnes 

Nondalton School, like many schools in Alaska, runs on a “skeleton staff.” In total, they 
have 21 students enrolled and just two teachers — one for elementary and one for 
secondary students. Adding Noah makes three. 

“We have a ten-to-one ratio, which a lot of people in the lower 48 would say that looks 
great,” said Principal Colter Barnes. ”But these teachers will have five reading levels that 
they have to teach in 90 minutes. They’ll have kindergarten through fifth grade in one 
room. So that’s a huge challenge in itself.” 
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Noah teaching his creative writing class at Nondalton School 

In a traditional student teaching experience, the student will shadow their mentor teacher 
for much of the time and then plan and give lessons under their supervision. However, 
DeGraff has acted as the main teacher for English, social studies, and other humanities 
subjects while his mentor teacher covers mainly math and science. 

“I don’t always feel like I’m student-teaching and like I’m left to my own devices. But at 
the same time, I feel like it’s really grown my skills as a teacher being able to teach 
outside of my comfort zone and practice my skills in different ways,” DeGraff said. “I 
feel totally prepared to teach back in New York.” 
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