
OSBA Board of Directors 

Email to elections@osba.org, or mail to: Oregon School Boards Association, 1201 Court St NE, #400, Salem, OR 97301 
Materials submitted by the candidate on this form may be subject to a public information request under ORS Chapter 192. 

CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE 
Name:  ___________________________________________ Date:  _____________________  

Address:  _________________________________________ 

City/Zip:  _________________________________________ 

Business phone:  ___________________________________ 

Residence phone: __________________________________ 

Cell phone:  _______________________________________ 

E-mail:  __________________________________________

District/ESD/CC: ___________________________________ 

Term expires: ________________   Years on board: _______ 

Region:  __________________________________________  Position #:  _________________  

I certify that if elected I will faithfully serve as a member of the OSBA Board of Directors.  My nomination form has been 

submitted to OSBA (or is attached to this document) as evidence. 

Name  Date 
Be brief; please limit your responses to 50 words per question. 

1. Describe in your own words the mission and goals of OSBA.

2. What do you want to accomplish by serving on the OSBA board of directors?

3. What leadership skills do you believe you bring to the board of directors? Give an example of a situation in which
you demonstrated these skills.

Insert your high-resolution 
digital photo (head shot): 
1) Open this PDF in Adobe
2) Click on Tools tab
3) Click Edit PDF
4) Click on Add Image
5) Navigate to where photo is
6) Position photo in this frame
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4. What do you see as the two most challenging issues faced by OSBA?

5. What do you see as the two most challenging issues faced by your region?

6. What is your plan for communicating with boards in your region?

Please continue to the next section.
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CANDIDATE PERSONAL/PROFESSIONAL RESUME 
Work or service performed for OSBA or local district (include committee name and if you were chair): 

Other education board positions held/dates:  

Occupation (Include at least the past five years): 
Employers:  Dates: 

Schools attended (Include official name of school, where and when): 
High school:  
College:  
Degrees earned: 

Education honors and/or awards: 

Other applicable training or education: 

Activities, other state and local community services:  

Hobbies/special interests:  

Business/professional/civic group memberships; offices held and dates: 

Additional comments: 


	Text1: Luhui Whitebear
	Text2: 09/26/2025
	Text3: PO Box 190
	Text4: Corvallis, OR 97339
	Text5: 
	Text6: 
	Text7: 541-714-3305
	Text8: luhui.whitebear@corvallis.k12.or.us
	Text9: Corvallis 509J
	Text10: 2029
	Text11: 5.5
	Text12: Linn, Benton, Lincoln
	Text13: 10
	Text15: 09/26/2025
	Text16: OSBA serves as a resource for community college boards, ESD boards, and school boards in Oregon to assist in positive student outcomes. They offer trainings, opportunities for leadership growth, policy examples, and points of connection to help board members serve the communities they represent effectively. OSBA also helps with political advocacy related to legislation that impacts public education in Oregon, and offers ways for board members to also engage in advocacy efforts. Overall, OSBA strives to strengthen public education in Oregon so the students we all serve can strive in their educational journeys. 
	Text17: In continuing to serve Region 10: Linn, Benton, Lincoln on the OSBA board of directors, I would like to accomplish the following:
1. Continue to keep region 10 well informed about matters pertaining to OSBA.
2. Continue to advocate for the needs of Region 10 both in decisions being made by the OSBA board and with political advocacy. 
3. Encourage greater involvement of Region 10 board members with OBSA.
4. Work directly with Region 10 board chairs to ensure needs of the region are heard.
	Text18: I bring strong strategic planning background, dialogue facilitation skills, advocacy experience, and ability to represent groups with various needs. For example, in advocating for the special education bills this past session, I used examples from our region to communicate the financial strain put on districts to meet the needs of students under the current model. From watching meetings in our region, I learned our districts range from 15-21%, which is much higher than the 11% currently funded. I pointed out districts still cover the costs which takes from other needs. When advocating, I said the 11% cap needed to be removed and it needed to be funded properly. I also advocated for rural districts in our region about the EV school buses since there is not adequate infrastructure to support this ask in some districts in our region. Even though the district I serve can support EV buses, I ensured I communicated the needs of other districts with different needs as a focus. 
	Text19: 1. Rapid changes that impact policy and training needs of boards. As federal and state changes happen, OSBA needs to respond with training and policy updates. For example, the policy webpage is being reconstructed to meet new federal guidelines related to PDFs which means a complete overhaul of our policy page taking a great deal of staff time and resources. 2. Uncertainty around federal support of public education. As certain funding programs are removed, and offices are closed with the U.S. Department of Education, OSBA will have to wait for state guidance and support as this responsibility is moved to states. This may lead to delays in support for boards we serve on.
	Text20: 1. State and federal decisions that impact local control. Our region has many needs due to the diversity of types of boards and geographic areas within it. Sometimes decisions are made without our needs taken into consideration, and that makes it difficult for boards in our region to meet the unique needs of our communities. 2. Funding and enrollment declines. Enrollment is directly tied to funding and when public education is already not well funded, there is greater strain put on districts. This impacts classroom sizes and supports available to students. With the governor's new accountability bill, even more pressure is being put on K12 districts with limited resources available. 
	Text21: I plan to continue to send updates and opportunities pertaining to OSBA to members in the region using the email my region tool. I also started reviewing board contact pages for each board in region 10 twice per year and making updates to the spreadsheet of members that is tied to the email our region tool to ensure it is up to date. I plan to also meet quarterly with board chairs in the region if interest continues to bring the different boards together to discuss what is happening in our region. This will continue to strengthen my advocacy for boards in our region and also help board chairs connect more across our region. .  
	Text22: Corvallis 509J School Board Chair 2023-present, Co-Vice Chair 2021-2023, CSD Innovation Team 2025
OSBA Board of Directors Region 10 representative: 2025-present
Oregon School Board Caucus of Color: District 4 rep 2022-2023, VP & LPC Rep 2004, President 2025-present
	Text23: Oregon Department of Education American Indian/Alaska Native Advisory Committee, 2021-2025
Oregon Indian Education Association Board, 2017-2019
Gamma Alpha Omega National Executive Board: Vice President of Programming 2021-2022
	Text24: Oregon State University
Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde
	Text25: 2013-present
2003-2013
	Text26: Taft High School, Lincoln City, OR, Class of 1997
	Text27: Oregon State University, Corvallis, OR
	Text28: B.S. 2003, B.S. 2013, MA: 2016, PhD: 2020
	Text29: DPO Teaching Award, Oregon State University 2025; Servant Leader Award, Gamma Alpha Omega 2023; Student Affairs Service Award, Oregon State University 2019; President's Award, Western Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators 2010; Outstanding Indian Volunteer of the Year, Oregon Indian Education Association 2008
	Text30: Dialogue facilitation trainings, research ethnics trainings, graduate education in public health policy
	Text31: Downtown Vitality Strategy Task Force, City of Corvallis 2025
Women's Foundation of Oregon Board Member 2021-2023 
Boy Scouts Troop 3 Christmas Tree Sales Volunteer, 4 years total; Girl Scouts Troop 10169 Cookie Sales Volunteer, 7 years so far 
	Text32: Native American cultural activities, spending time out in the mountains and with the rivers/oceans, kayaking, spending time with my kids and dogs, gardening. 
	Text33: National Women's Studies Association: Indigenous Peoples' Caucus Chair, 2020-2025.
	Text34: I am committed to representing our region on the OSBA board. I am not afraid to ask hard questions or advocate for our collective needs. Should I be reelected, I understand I represent more than myself and the board I directly serve on. I do not take this responsibility lightly. 
	Textsignature: Luhui Whitebear 


