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Supplemental Resources for Board Consideration 2.5.25 

Supplemental Curriculum 

Schools Requests Concerns 

Elementary USDepartment ofAgricultureAgLab:  
https://aglab.ars.usda.gov/ 

●​ Approve 
●​ Great resource 
●​ Looks really cool and informative. No issues 
●​ This looks like a great resource, i didn't see 

anything concerning.  
●​ no concerns 
●​ Looks like a great website to use. No issues or 

concerns. 
●​ This set of lessons appears to be fine for elementary 

students. 
●​ Do not recommend.  I’ve spoken with medical 

professionals who are very familiar with the USDA 
and this website is at risk of containing false, 
anxiety-inducing climate change propaganda from 
the government. Case and point:  
https://aglab.ars.usda.gov/stories?search=climate+
change 

Elementary Agriculture in the Classroom Student Center:  
https://agclassroom.org/student/ 

●​ Approve 
●​ Great resource 
●​ No issues 
●​ This looks like a great resource, i didn't see 

anything concerning.  

https://aglab.ars.usda.gov/
https://agclassroom.org/student/


●​ no concerns 
●​ Looks like a fun website to learn about farming. 

Played one of the games and thought it was quite 
appropriate for elementary kids. No issues or 
concerns. 

●​ This set of lessons also appears to be fine for 
elementary students. 

●​ Do not recommend. This website also has links to 
climate change 
propaganda:https://www.yumpu.com/en/documen
t/read/62848717/climate-change-phenomena 

Elementary Explore agriculture careers, virtual tours, and 
production information for all 50 states. 
American Farm Bureau Foundation forAgriculture, 
SustainableAgriculture Lesson Plans: 
https://www.agfoundation.org/resources/sustainable-ag
riculture 

●​ Approve 
●​ Great resource 
●​ No issues 
●​ This looks like a great resource, i didn't see 

anything concerning.  
●​ no concerns 
●​ Looked over the website. No issues or concerns 
●​ These lessons are all labeled for grades 9 to 12. This 

doesn't sound right for elementary students. 
●​ Do not recommend. Full of climate change 

propaganda. This pdf from the website references 
climate change 7 times: 
https://www.agfoundation.org/files/3_AFBFAFullL
esson_Environmental_Sustainability.pdf 

Elementary LearningResources:  ●​ Approve 

https://www.agfoundation.org/resources/sustainable-agriculture
https://www.agfoundation.org/resources/sustainable-agriculture
https://www.agfoundation.org/files/3_AFBFAFullLesson_Environmental_Sustainability.pdf
https://www.agfoundation.org/files/3_AFBFAFullLesson_Environmental_Sustainability.pdf
https://www.agfoundation.org/files/3_AFBFAFullLesson_Environmental_Sustainability.pdf


https://www.agfoundation.org/resources/search 
This is a site of books on agriculture science at 
different grade levels 

●​ Great resource 
●​ no issues 
●​ This looks like a great resource, i didn't see 

anything concerning.  
●​ no concerns 
●​ Looked over the website. No issues or concerns. 
●​ These lessons that are labeled for elementary 

appear to be fine for elementary students. 
●​ Do not recommend. This is the same website as 

previously listed where there is noted climate 
change propaganda. Also, this site lists 72+ books- 
who’s to say what is inside them? This is too broad 
ranging to be approved as supplemental 
curriculum. 

Elementary Nourish the Future Curriculum Resources:  
Resource to learn about soil types and nutrients for 
nourishment  
https://nourishthefuture.org/curriculum/soil-sustainabilit
y/ms 
*Don’t use Soil Your Undies  

●​ Approve 
●​ Great resource 
●​ Perfectly lines up with the science ISAT tests; great 

resource! 
●​ Looks good. 
●​ no concerns 
●​ Everything else looks fine to use. I did not look over 

the "Soil your undies" as that one is not being used. 
No issues or concerns. 

●​ These lessons are labeled for middle school and 
high school. This doesn't sound right for 
elementary students. 

●​ No concerns, but this is a website and thus is not 

https://www.agfoundation.org/resources/search
https://nourishthefuture.org/curriculum/soil-sustainability/ms
https://nourishthefuture.org/curriculum/soil-sustainability/ms


static and is subject to change. Why can’t we just 
use the science books? 

Elementary Cool.org, Technology andAgriculture Lesson 
Plans:  
This sight show how technology is used in agriculture 
https://cool.org/lessons/technology-and-agriculture 

●​ Approve 
●​ Great resource 
●​ No issues 
●​ Looks good. 
●​ no concerns 
●​ Looks ok. No issues or concerns. 
●​ These lessons that are labeled for elementary 

appear to be fine for elementary students. 
●​ Do not recommend. You can’t look at the lesson 

plan, student worksheet, visual explainer, or 
teacher content info without having a “cool.org” 
account. This is a website at risk for climate change 
propaganda and should be thoroughly evaluated. 

Elementary Massachusetts'sAgriculture in the Classroom 
Technology Videos: 
This shows students how robots are used in farming 
https://www.aginclassroom.org/matrix/resource/1239/ 

●​ Approve 
●​ Great resource 
●​ no issues 
●​ Looks good. 
●​ no concerns 
●​ Pretty cool website with interesting lesson plans 

and videos of the future of farming. I really liked 
the video on Hand Free Hectare-harvest of winter 
wheat. No issues or concerns. 

●​ This lesson (on robots in farming for grades 3 to 5) 
appears to be fine for elementary students. 

https://cool.org/lessons/technology-and-agriculture
http://cool.org/
https://www.aginclassroom.org/matrix/resource/1239/


●​ Do not recommend. This lesson includes TED talks 
and other resources stating, “A Global Food Crisis 
May be Less Than a Decade Away.” This is disputed 
by agriculturalists worldwide. At the same time 
this source lauds genetically modified organisms. 
This website clearly has a slant. Also, many 
adolescents these days state that “environmental 
activism” has led them to have chronic anxiety. I do 
not recommend 

MS/HS https://newsela.com/about/products/ela/  ●​ Approve 
●​ I really love newsela.  It has great articles that are 

content appropriate. 
●​ Great resource 
●​ Great resource; have used; no issues 
●​ Yes! I have used this in the past and it has been a 

great resource. 
●​ Newsela is a GREAT resource for teachers and 

students, as it allows for different reading levels. 
●​ no concerns 
●​ No issues or concerns. 
●​ The titles of several of these lessons sound like they 

are DEI, but I am not able to go into the actual 
lessons to read them. I don't recommend these. 

●​ Do not recommend. This appears to be a literary website 
with reading and comprehension tools. The content here 
would change regularly and is likely to contain material 
that parents and community members would not 
approve of. One in-depth review states: Leslie Wilson, a 

https://newsela.com/about/products/ela/


mother of a seventh-grader said by email that she is 
concerned that “the articles seem—to me at least—to 
consistently reinforce a very leftist political view.” She 
said that for example, “an article about returning the 
Elgin marbles to Greece quoted a variety of supporters 
of that view, but did not offer any viewpoint from the 
British Museum or other informed/interested party for 
keeping the marbles where they are.” The mother also 
said she believed that the material was of a poor quality 
and that her daughter had found two factual errors in 
them. Do Newsela articles consistently reinforce a leftist 
point of view? A scan of its daily offerings would 
suggest this, but the articles were originally published by 
professional media, so the political slant reflects the 
original source’s as well as Newsela’s own bias: 
Newspapers such as The Washington Post, The 
Guardian, and AP, from which Newsela articles come, 
already lean left. Newsela cherry-picks the news in such 
a way as to emphasize ideas sympathetic to 
progressivism. But when Newsela chooses articles with 
an ideological flavor, that flavor is distinctly progressive. 
It abounds with articles that sound the alarm on global 
warming, pollution, or animal extinction (“The role of 
climate change in the Louisiana floods”); praise 
President Obama (“President Obama is protecting more 
water off the coast of Hawaii”); or focus on racial and 
ethnic grievance (“Indian tribe sues over river damage”). 

HS  positivephysics.org ●​ Approve 
●​ great resource 
●​ Physics is a tough course and this looks like it 

would be a wonderful addition to the classroom. 
No issues 

●​ This looks like a great resource. 
●​ "Don't recommend.   

http://positivephysics.org/


Stated ""positives"" from the website:  replace 
textbooks; teacher doesn't need to grade work; 
students have as many chances necessary to do 
work, BUT how does teacher know they've grasped 
the concept?  I can see this being a guessing 
game-keep going til the box turns green. Why do 
we need teachers in classrooms if this is how they'll 
teach?  Just give them a tablet and set them down.  
Stop putting students on devices!" 

●​ no concerns 
●​ No issues or concerns. 
●​ This set of lessons appears to be fine for high school 

students. 
●​ Don't recommend. I do not want to replace text 

books and give students endless chances to do the 
work. Students would benefit from less "tech" time. 

Supplemental Library Books for Classroom Use 

Schools Request Concerns 

MS Among the Imposters ●​ Approve 
●​ Looks like an age appropriate novel 
●​ Have read; great book; no issues 
●​ No concerns except the previous problems with 

dystopian novels makes me wonder if people will 
find problems with this one- I haven't read it to 
know. 

https://www.amazon.com/Impostors-Shadow-Children-Margaret-Peterson/dp/0689839081/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3E8CGIDI90KOJ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.loqfSY1FhC4FekO8u5apoGCgtL-7Fu5EJ8T91HONanQIt_8561nn0s1r3cSAwoZs7oUvVgKNJx3NF2JYIIYE0a9ynZednQXju0yablW3uMgP4yP_M_WS1tVv9zUhrGgyVdmwv1Mxs4GkM7u2SUvK1QsDZOdtSR1mXcsP9YoIdz8z25H5r4UCRP5py50Enwo6cxSvxSUeRfCaBGe2ivQ76OesGtZ9abqVkQ16djleb-Q.Xj6O_uXW0iqRewndp9HXxKNDpFImA8UdYrH7i60n7u4&dib_tag=se&keywords=among+the+imposters&qid=1731967875&sprefix=among+the+imposters%2Caps%2C257&sr=8-1


●​ The students LOVE this series.  
●​ Don't recommend.  This is a dystopian novel and 

while I know students like to read these, after 
reading the book, I found it discouraging and dark 
in the way the way the main character was 
treated-bullying, cruelty, disinterest.  

●​ no concerns 
●​ This is a sequel to Among the Hidden by Margaret 

Peterson Haddix which has been approved and our 
8th grade ELA classes use it during first semester. 
The students love the first book and have 
continually asked the teachers if they may read the 
second book in the series as part of their novel set 
curriculum during the second semester. It is a 
highly sought after and popular series among 
middle schoolers. It is also a book that our 
reluctant readers enjoy and anything to get them 
reading and improve their skills is a must. I have 
read the entire series and highly recommend the 
book. No issues or concerns. 

●​ This book series is good science fiction literature to 
get students into reading. 

●​ Don't recommend. Lots of bullying and cruelty. 

HS Strength Finder- used for Leadership class ●​ Approve 
●​ Good read.  Appropriate.  We read as a staff. 
●​ Great resource 
●​ I have used this many times and always find it 

https://www.amazon.com/Strengths-Finder-2-0-Upgraded-Discover/dp/B00DDR6WJK/ref=sr_1_2?crid=3PZNFXSFG1NHZ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.tzTq2objWEeEuDfsyEjlT7t8vy-vaQWWdn3j2cTNCAkF4hEwZPYdPyd9Zj09G91XbiCJl5ZRDpbcoIjLtimbAJMs3Ycsnm5u1shpRshssZuTNEy8gLvFx0VZDL-ewQRPIfoWdLpOm_UESRPQAIVXqQ.B-9Ip4h1gv5eipA_Jh4OgivUFtdO_vG0kSwNca0Kxqs&dib_tag=se&keywords=strengthsfinder+2.0+with+access+code&qid=1729781872&sprefix=strenght+finder%2Caps%2C166&sr=8-2


impactful. Good resource that ALL leaders and 
those that pretend to be, should read.  

●​ No concerns. We used this in my previous school. 
●​ No concerns 
●​ not sure if it would work for a class- the reviews 

said the code only works once so each student 
would need a copy to take the test. Other than that, 
no concerns 

●​ No issues or concerns. 
●​ While this book sounds like it is written for adults 

(from reading the sample), the sample pages are 
from and earlier edition, according to the preface, 
and the new edition is not available to read. 
Therefore, an accurate review is not possible. I 
don't recommend this book, as there is no way to 
tell what information has been added. 

●​ No concerns 

HS The Grapes of Wrath ●​ Approve 
●​ Classic.  Everyone should read and discuss. 
●​ Great, classic novel 
●​ Have read,studied and taught. This is a classic for a 

reason; it is impactful. No issues.  
●​ No concerns. 
●​ No concerns.  Shows the value of family in facing 

incredible, discouraging times. 
●​ I have read a long time ago and don't remember 

anything concerning about it. No concerns for me. 

https://www.amazon.com/Grapes-Wrath-John-Steinbeck/dp/0143039431/ref=sr_1_1?crid=38CWCF2FGLEM5&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.9xk_88GGGtlgmu3dE7cfNDW38aVcXv6lQSDt8Z1cC6N5OlS19494vr_xYwlSFQnG0QEE7ZHLdKefMoJ92MS2o3KOBQ-KOl-ehzEtq2zzjEa7YyhtrQ5kfZJbG400c5B4juiEtYvomVh68xKcqJVwDv07aEFxzv2kOZGTXQ9ADdGK_s3wwZtEXr5S49r_kQrTPHNZU8CKnKhBO1ad1qNyWa6rouuolNb6RMZOsF62CqI.N90Ugy0A4MBpQKefEdYxLpwzRXpmNSL2HJkTXyH2zgM&dib_tag=se&keywords=The+grapes+of+wrath&qid=1736958659&sprefix=the+grapes+of+wrath%2Caps%2C145&sr=8-1


●​ A classic that is read in most high schools across 
the country. No issues or concerns. 

●​ As a classic, it is probably important to cover. Not 
my choice to encourage students to read, but OK. 

●​ No concerns 

HS Civil Disobedience and Other Essays ●​ Approve 
●​ Excellent essays! 
●​ Have read, studied, and taught this is another 

classic with no issues.  
●​ I've read it and have no concerns. 
●​ No concerns 
●​ no concerns 
●​ Writings by Henry David Thoreau, used 

throughout high schools across the country. No 
issues or concerns. 

●​ This book is a good history of problems in our 
countries past and what Thoreau (as a philosopher) 
thought should be done. It encourages students to 
think for themselves. It may be a difficult read for 
some high school students, but recommended for 
teaching. 

●​ No concerns 

HS Little Women ●​ Approve 
●​ What a perfect classic to read and discuss 
●​ Great, classic novel 
●​ Seriously? No issues; have read 

https://www.amazon.com/Civil-Disobedience-Essays-Thrift-Editions/dp/0486275639/ref=sr_1_3_sspa?crid=2VY2BTQRHNQZ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.gPogd6obtwlMnRUgydFEycdChP2qAlbzJNRl45X8359kinNSYnMZcPTvWIJVL2PIlTK4ZiE8EfGd6oj2cbcuhGL1PaMhLssG0u-eaxA4AA7myLgKGpmfkn6io2_cFws3HEomlW6iU1qzd2Vzwp95rnu1jzpmWgz9a-TEohZ4bz01SQWIQjqLN0JWoiPUvIyHYB7tST0952r4LnwOgk03NGArEAbd5T9PD73JZL2q0tk.Ifqq7F5hiUaHJlGixcK1Aci_dd2W7wYwMYuEhxl4rok&dib_tag=se&keywords=Civil+Disobedience+and+Other+Essays&qid=1736958695&sprefix=civil+disobedience+and+other+essays%2Caps%2C171&sr=8-3-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Little-Penguin-Classics-Louisa-Alcott/dp/0140390693/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=1JP91VN26DKKW&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.vko0iZWDRz7M8CkuHvigpoPCOdwBLx-J3zKbPiP9N1WjxDX_y1y-3MCbuJyIIPOimAgON-c0um0fwgI-U8fYFFqgUpQkt21I8ObTtnh_09wSj0j2LPe42K1Q6P2hC8OnYlV02FgTRAg-xx5hBSjG2SnIZv9D-ZW_2heEz6AyW4S-W0NgJP_NkIpLGl7CQd_UYNOeZBq-O2bdiDsXHlCMlF9NR20wfpvVjTDci5Rukvk.frt9SBrhoTawmoOyLMh7RqetQw0MOvjmkNuyo7ltpgY&dib_tag=se&keywords=Little+Women&qid=1736958725&sprefix=little+women%2Caps%2C132&sr=8-1-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1


●​ Great book. No concerns! 
●​ No concerns.  Celebrates the importance of family 

through good times and bad.  We need more books 
like this in our library. 

●​ Have read no concerns 
●​ A classic and wonderful book that is read in many 

schools across the country. No issues or concerns.  
●​ This is one of the great classics. This particular 

edition apparently is cheaply made and has some 
complaints about that. Some people had issues 
with the book's print quality, and some mentioned 
difficulties in reading through a lot of older-style 
language. However, it is a good book for history 
and for a great story over all. 

●​ No concerns 

HS The Island of Doctor Moreau ●​ Approve 
●​ Great, classic novel 
●​ I have read and have no issues.  
●​ I've not read this novel. 
●​ No concerns 
●​ no concerns 
●​ Classic by H.G. Wells. No issue or concerns 
●​ "This seems to be another book that is cheaply 

made and has issues with readability. Here is what 
one reader said: 
""Filiquarian Publishing, LLC published this book 
under the idea that it is in ""public domain status."" 

https://www.amazon.com/Island-Doctor-Moreau-H-Wells/dp/B085RTJ3SX/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=3KAWSXIHTEK05&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.cHkr4XzVqXr0wi4UXrXkqnCGf4Es9r9htqNkH8m_McLRuhexdm6MGHJB9Kb_br4JKlfWQXlXyVQKtmOubZ5wBG-0Zc4OMqRdegfqYuyAkim2-4vKfqjFPlZA-OIrDuh2j3pYiUpclX8e1JWgxpjj83xpyiF-YcVFfofkGeY6UBtmt4vsUbpi4Kbw9EoHiSnec9pKKr_LDCpDLnA_7shwA8atsAs5Zvoa_BOkKjcfXaw.hFtLo0OrLz_K9Io6MUbKC1mAdsXBrV2RdM4dfH0_eFk&dib_tag=se&keywords=The+Island+of+Doctor+Moreau&qid=1736958746&sprefix=the+island+of+doctor+moreau%2Caps%2C142&sr=8-1-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1


Meaning, it is not any better than you would find 
online. The book is readable, but emphasis (bold or 
italics) are done by an underscore before and after 
the word(s). Example: '_His_ is the lightning flash, 
we sang. _His_ is the deep, salt sea.' (page 82) To 
me, it is annoying to read it this way. You 
occasionally find extra quotation marks and a 
double dash (--) in the place of an ellipsis (...). The 
binding is right up there with self-published 
titles... 
Anyway, if you are looking for an inexpensive copy 
of this book and don't care about the bindery or 
text issues, then this book is for you."" 
Perhaps an online version from public domain 
would be better? This book is also not one of the 
best of H.G. Wells, though it is considered a classic.  
No concerns 

HS All Quiet on the Western Front ●​ Approve 
●​ Great, classic novel 
●​ This has been on our approved list for at least 20 

years and no one has had issues with it. Have read; 
it is fine.  

●​ I've not read this novel. 
●​ No concerns 
●​ have read no concerns 
●​ Classic literature. No issues or concerns.  
●​ This book is a clear anti-war story and considered a 

https://www.amazon.com/All-Quiet-Western-Front-Novel/dp/0449213943/ref=sr_1_3?crid=32DLJUSBOLAY1&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.FUlgKApvxFpjPvx0j1iwfmq5Yze6_1nbf7ScenrdUmqGs2pT8C-zBCS_yubhuGK8HCucIhHgcJKIZJLUhjstPxsvfO0tADPSdcO99fOyimHs0AQqJiS6CRucGXKEcdmGKWiNSd5i0bUSoS1vlrNyxcM1YsFksRGwEbOoLVaQnCVnxxJXvJKUYnCsfFapIWzD60-3DbMyugq8XrSLVAGvrAWTFbCPOt8WHWXra3PKuv8.Q-Lsw24iTSte0-WHKkLl2NQp2wDF7ncPSLxv0rmAd9A&dib_tag=se&keywords=All+Quiet+on+the+Western+Front&qid=1736958768&sprefix=all+quiet+on+the+western+front%2Caps%2C142&sr=8-3


classic. Many students would have trouble plowing 
through this because of the wordiness and the 
old-fashioned language, and some would be 
sickened by the awful graphic details. But if 
students can have an alternate book to read if they 
just can't stand it, it could be used. I just would not 
require all students to read it if it were my classes. 

●​ No concerns 

HS True Grit ●​ Approve 
●​ Great, classic novel 
●​ Have read; no issues.  
●​ I've not read this novel, but don't have any concerns 

from the reviews I read. 
●​ no concerns 
●​ I have read this book and loved it! Absolutely 

appropriate for the high school. No issues or 
concerns. 

●​ This story is a classic Western and a fun read. The 
writing does have some older style wording which 
some students may not enjoy, but it's still good 
overall. Recommended. 

HS Things Fall Apart ●​ Approve 
●​ Great, classic novel 
●​ Have read; no issues.  
●​ I haven't read this novel. 
●​ have read no concerns 

https://www.amazon.com/True-Grit-Novel-Charles-Portis/dp/159020459X/ref=sr_1_2?crid=3MZVCFWJLHATY&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.mssiutcmptqbz4_nKNFPpVzWRwc4wvwWXJ5RpL1X2sHJsXc9R9JjoFHlkcarS9rMTT_qxPhB06ScQiF-TEkl-NnZVzgEQveGJYOG1ir4XYLiaFkgfBTWLs5NEkDv1dMbkx8J9ELu2j28ZL4KTgRS0qJvnNqM6t_iz1zU2i_RyxT5zKQqBn021h-VF1MHTw36V9eO-LnQ4NM6COyEzjcP5UIq_FKCrI5Oto7vPktcMR8.KCl4Fq0m1JM3VKOf-GvI9__CbPV30AEMQ_jsES6Jk2U&dib_tag=se&keywords=True+Grit&qid=1736958792&sprefix=true+grit%2Caps%2C155&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Things-Fall-Apart-Chinua-Achebe/dp/0385474547/ref=sr_1_1?crid=29J8SDEQ2NADM&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.kTvwdUeBdHo9mD_TXG2fKcH5bT_8wp8TpB2uxYC4GDh0YZOpSBwdHWW7_6twCpdNew-BFiEhDH5RQ_piMSK8RpocQJ__uo4RiJFRkZC1cAmzIJ8JdQtXt00KTt-GMixNUvHk72L-iDFiB6oFTNE20_vvBQ3JMK5n6T5iKrMyfcUuGIqc9ILqGtq6G0Zig0Op-_cA9NFwK_W4Y_RO7ko7zQOuyx9Jzo_kWeVSlr5jraI.vKipxtUy2DWUb4cyy_rTEvnHNWXexoXjHgPvtkUhZFQ&dib_tag=se&keywords=Things+Fall+Apart&qid=1736958815&sprefix=things+fall+apart%2Caps%2C138&sr=8-1


●​ Sounds like a very interesting read, though I have 
not read it, but I trust the teachers to know what is 
appropriate to use in their classrooms. No issues or 
concerns.  

●​ "Although many readers thought this was a great 
read, I can't agree. This is what one reader said, 
and I agree:""The main character of this book, 
Okonkwo, beats his wives, beats his children, 
shoots at one of his wives, sits on a judicial councils 
that forces a woman who has been beaten by her 
husband every day for nine years and run away to 
return to him, and constantly uses 'woman' as an 
insult. He's not kind or nice to anyone, just full of 
pride and ego. In most books he would be the 
villain, but in this messed up society, where a little 
boy slave he takes calls him ""father"" because his 
own father was so much worse, he is considered a 
hero. Even though he kills the little boy for 
absolutely no reason except he doesn't want to be 
thought a coward. I can have very little compassion 
for a character such as this, even when colonists 
come, but I was already well-versed in the evils of 
colonialism. In this book the Ibo aren't really 
treated any worse than poor people were treated at 
the time in England."" I just cannot see how 
""understanding the culture"" can improve with this 
kind of lead character or how the story could 



positively impact high school readers, even if it's 
""really like the people"" in that country. I don't 
recommend this book." 

HS The Accidental Tourist ●​ Approve 
●​ Great, classic novel 
●​ No issues.  
●​ I read this a long time ago. I don't remember there 

being anything concerning. 
●​ no concerns 
●​ I have not read this, but it sounds like an 

interesting read. I trust the teachers to know what 
books they need and that they are appropriate. No 
issues or concerns. 

●​ This sounds like a reasonable story for high school. 
I would make it one that students can choose to 
read or choose a different one because the story is 
slow in some readers' opinions. 

HS The Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet ●​ Approve 
●​ Great, classic novel 
●​ Have read; studied and used this book with 

students and have no issues. Impactful and 
insightful and close to home.  

●​ I haven't read this. 
●​ have read no concerns 
●​ I have not read this, but it sounds like an 

interesting read, so I just checked it out. I trust the 

https://www.amazon.com/Accidental-Tourist-Novel-Anne-Tyler/dp/0345452003/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2ZRNRG61U56B3&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.hguwKt9eSXevIwwzyHtddf3mm5vykGRYAR0YxXwIxG20-mjQsoBtqLnXXPucusbbUFmqjgLQSqmMxa-C-DJfMZfqKlxAoL-DfAbyAY0p1Pnw1DxrncKsecuPEbU0bSlrVagmKKAI9YwubsuoXNIGD2I0Q0voI_Xly2LAD06d9gw1gx6xBTP8bkpHwydTzv96XKcRtI7BqA91VY21atQqZU2NEFNMvocImzW1pJqZVYw.gv7K5mFSCAJ-gSKslSZcJPdS1GA2eGDln_tl7Oolnvk&dib_tag=se&keywords=The+Accidental+Tourist&qid=1736958838&sprefix=the+accidental+tourist%2Caps%2C143&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Hotel-Corner-Bitter-Sweet-Jamie/dp/0345505344/ref=sr_1_1?crid=7L7HC4EYSCFF&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.ydRGEl77M_NX510i_WcjP_uaLtweenYa1JjCUr0ev9R_y51_DKf_i5_ornXX---e8KmRgOgzX9kj-CcOcVIFfLnGQBNfkw3RafrDXx1DHqHIzwTtUqXtQHK9iwgwxqvAGkPaxUc4WRFzXDiM0SUFXlDXrHH5MpkWiwC1hHbfAsDBMT6ycMRfGvMMW8riSWUk6ez24k2qDDNNBZyuBidu7z2DrdChc2IfdOzKzpsFaTM.6pdmO0u0yokMhjuH5-H6z-QhoYfBMEWTK2rQEI-IuvE&dib_tag=se&keywords=The+Hotel+on+the+Corner+of+Bitter+and+Sweet&qid=1736958861&sprefix=the+hotel+on+the+corner+of+bitter+and+sweet%2Caps%2C139&sr=8-1


teachers to know what books they need and that 
they are appropriate. No issues or concerns. 

●​ This book sounds like a good historical fiction book 
to bring students some understanding of what 
went on in Japanese and Chinese cultures in the 
1940s in the US during WWII. Recommended. 

HS Earth Abides ●​ Approve 
●​ Great, classic novel 
●​ No issues 
●​ I haven't read this.  
●​ Some reviews made statements about racism and 

the treatment of women in the book- I would want 
to read it before making a recommendation 

●​ I have not read this, but it sounds like an 
interesting read. I trust the teachers to know what 
books they need and that they are appropriate. No 
issues or concerns. 

●​ This sounds like an OK book for high school 
students. Many people wrote comments that it was 
well written, though some didn't think so. From 
reading many comments, it seems like the plot and 
characters are good, but there are problems with 
the story's flow. It should be good for those who 
like science fiction. 

HS This House of Sky ●​ Approve 
●​ Great, classic novel 

https://www.amazon.com/Earth-Abides/dp/B08L6SHF5W/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2C82YYVMJ6IPL&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.rxURQpvZ7o2W7u-Aw5QCgclP4pzhu_F2VT_pM6gRTVCh45hTNYwk66EtmvAlo8R6y1v9Hs0af4PJGlSOGS_bYEfbQkqkAN_tvkGuAYOhlMQesi8sduBla3QtPH8TRJU-ZgDHDCK7IzgbjSH1ItlXw4iQYIy1_AVHT8UXp0z27O-hPb7Un4Wz5Bo5nKDia6y4RNtgqGYZileT33lxtiGea4MpxUut5hhtmu0TXIhgYTg.2AYyNYULMiGUI2mm5py6UTGYzACHqNCFbGJ0LTjKFps&dib_tag=se&keywords=Earth+Abides&qid=1736958889&sprefix=earth+abides%2Caps%2C151&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/This-House-of-Sky-Ivan-Doig-audiobook/dp/B0032G55IG/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2CLUEJS7KJR93&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.C7DARV-xjaB0DikRGM4NAGGPPtR4afbKl7i9ys3R3urCeuslMv3yPxxHoTYL_FzhDcCbIi52e7_w8Nrf1dfQ2kIBMirvH5mxI8X-iEFxqs_tAU2pxli5Ysv8ypiMw8xsOqhuoeJS39-GOByTA6RKzornlnOWtBo9l8HhNTm0tHex5B_WhD0ocMiTo7ZpjH0ctJ34qtisRvxata0sFFdbeQ7X5N_LleMbnOO1rV9TpAr_B02g9vpKbknQHYZWrHc2.ejX2QcBPuyhk_VhFA4IJVujIthKPBPzWUZ2UXKi84Gc&dib_tag=se&keywords=This+House+of+Sky&qid=1736958911&s=audible&sprefix=this+house+of+sky%2Caudible%2C117&sr=1-1


●​ No issues 
●​ I haven't read this, but I didn't find anything 

concerning while researching. 
●​ no concerns 
●​ I have not read this, but it sounds like an 

interesting read. I trust the teachers to know what 
books they need and that they are appropriate. No 
issues or concerns. 

●​ A memoir about the author's experiences in the 
American West, Montana to be exact. It should be 
fine for students who enjoy westerns. 

HS Shadowland ●​ Approve 
●​ Age-appropriate and high-interest 
●​ No issues 
●​ I didn't find anything concerning about this novel, 

but again, I haven't read it either.  
●​ no concerns 
●​ I have not read this, but I trust the teachers to 

know what books they need and that they are 
appropriate. No issues or concerns. 

●​ This book has elements of a horror novel and some 
fantasy/science fiction. It sounds like an OK book 
for students who enjoy that kind of writing, but it's 
not one I would teach. 

HS Bless the Beasts and the Children ●​ Approve 
●​ If this fits in to a curriculum, I think it should be 

https://www.amazon.com/Shadowland-Peter-Straub-audiobook/dp/B0085JKIHI/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2E1FTUHPJH464&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.EWJOr3JO6WehbpoWNLNvvQ2gmRvVhw5A2zefunbJrh8GilsCVohcrbLRkrJm7GWGPL_XEMJRAQXquGeMNJKFAYVZQ6zamHK7JMGhMeKXOAfxdVyDzpL1FI9a25KhJq1wt32fBmVvylpDH3aGa0tdX9wvXZ1E8vzHmKWJG1ysvv89wj_ONcxU0sd8-oe6RR4PcV9rnPK92HNMT4FXPmlVbnQ8H6RfnKa4gKJSsKvf570.1zo5N-otlTQJ_RXDNUDqEdqXmydaSPxg4JAKuRFzLoQ&dib_tag=se&keywords=Shadowland&qid=1736959010&s=audible&sprefix=shadowland%2Caudible%2C180&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Bless-the-Beasts-and-Children/dp/B000CSTICG/ref=sr_1_1?crid=35DUKR20XAER7&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.pL-CtvIlHxiBFE3emsmxtGNI82E5uYo0DDcEKVIAN95_3watyxgqhFj4FC1oJJ_h2mJA5X6d2tAjE5spC1IrFJ_8bcPWU9WzraXRhw__yWjNrz-j6kMkvLq3EHkhyIf1uGVdNRcJn2nB7Q16XLJQxI9BfDvgM09JEqDhu7lw4RfCJ48wkcqfIA5Cfd7hcOOuphFih9K0fzaC0a_K5_ag_ZY3efCf4XHwZo-urY9AlY0a2Hef5qK-ijQFaLYeOyDH.7BjV8mXsMA0lFf0tVxtJNbg3FUk3xTZ8C4omu7QOIH0&dib_tag=se&keywords=Bless+the+Beasts+and+the+Children&qid=1736959033&s=audible&sprefix=bless+the+beasts+and+the+children%2Caudible%2C141&sr=1-1


read by all high schoolers! 
●​ Great, classic novel 
●​ no issues 
●​ I haven't read this, but I am adding it to my list. I 

didn't find anything concerning in my research.  
●​ no concerns 
●​ I have not read this, but I trust the teachers to 

know what books they need and that they are 
appropriate. No issues or concerns. 

●​ A commonly used story in high school curriculum. 
It is a fairly easy read and should be interesting to 
high school students. 
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