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What are our goals for students 
at 

Beecher Road School?
u  To be proficient in at 

least one language by the 
end of 12th grade.

uTo engage in meaningful 
activities in the target 
language through 
reading, writing, 
speaking, and listening 
experiences. 



What’s new?
u Students in 

Kindergarten are 
learning Spanish 
through song and 
dance in Music Class 
as well as Spanish 
class!

uStudents in 2nd grade 
are now receiving 
Spanish instruction 
twice a cycle(30 min. 
per period).



Spanish Schedule 
(2015-2016)

Grade Days per 6 day 
cycle

Minutes per 
Cycle

Kindergarten-3rd 2 60 min.

4th Grade 3 90 min.

5th/6th Grade 4 120 min.



         The Amity 
Connection

u Students from Woodbridge continue to have 
good working knowledge of common vocabulary 
and familiar phrases.

uEager to show what they know and are 
comfortable with speaking tasks.

uSignificantly higher number of Woodbridge 
students in the Advanced Level.



Beginning in Kindergarten students 
experience language through…

u Technology-based 
instruction

u  Authentic literature

u Songs

u  Puppet conversations

u  Hands on activities

u  Thematic units to provide 
a more meaningful 
language experience for 
students.



21st Century Technology in the 
World Language Classroom

u Technology allows students to be actively engaged 
in their own learning!

u Students utilize higher level thinking skills and 
creativity when technology is utilized.

u Technology is a 
catalyst for promoting 
oral language!

u Technology allows us 
to bring the outside 
world into our 
classroom!



Students at Beecher Road School
experience technology on a regular 

basis!
uSmartBoard

uComputer 
Applications  
(PowerPoint, Keynote, 
Pages,  and Smart 
Notebook)

uiPad



The 6th Grade Exit Exam

uMonitor and evaluate 
progress of our students.

uProvide data to inform 
instruction and improve 
the overall quality of the 
world language program.

u  Based upon  ACTFL(American Council on the 
Teaching of Foreign Language)  Proficiency 
Guidelines and the National Standards for Foreign 
Language Learning



Grade 6 Exit Assessment
1. Listening (2010)

2. Speaking (2011)

3. Reading (2012)

4. Writing (2013)



Listening Comprehension 
Components

uFifteen oral statements 
with visual cues. 

uTwo recorded 
conversations.  



Listening Comprehension 
Sample Question:



Listening Component Rubric



Speaking Component

uConsists of one visual prompt that students must 
respond to orally utilizing the iPad.

u This prompt gauges each student’s ability to utilize 
greetings, provide personal information, and 
respond to predictable topics.



Speaking Component



Speaking Component
 Rubric



Reading Component

u15 multiple choice 
questions related 
to various authentic 
visuals in Spanish.



Reading Component 
Sample

When are all trains listed 
scheduled to arrive at their 
destination?
     a)  in the morning
     b)  in the afternoon
     c)  in the evening 

The schedule is for the 
following day of the 
week.
a) Thursday
b)   Friday
c)   Monday



Reading Component Rubric



Writing Component
uStudents are given a scenario in English 

and they must respond in writing 
completely in Spanish.



Writing Component Scenario

“You are a student studying in Mexico as 
part of an exchange program.  It is your 
first day of class and your teacher has 
asked to you to introduce yourself to 
your new classmates.  Create a written 
script in preparation for your speech.”



Writing Component Rubric
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Speaking Component Data
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Reading Comprehension Data
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Writing Component Data
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Conclusions
u Students are making consistent steady progress in the areas 

of  listening, speaking, reading, and writing.

u The Exit Exam results show that students’ scores have 
improved after experiencing 7 years of Spanish (K-6).

u Data results may fluctuate due to other factors (new to 
Beecher, former ELL students, etc.)

uWriting needs to be an area of focus.   

u The Spanish Exit Exam is a valuable tool in helping to inform 
our instruction and to assist in the placement process at Amity 
Middle School.



Future Plans
uReview all four sections of the test on an annual basis

uShare test results with Amity Middle School on an annual 
basis in order to assist in placement process for 7th grade

uMake additional test modifications to accommodate  
Special Education Students/504/new students

uChallenge advanced students!

uMaintain our close connections with Amity Junior High 
School

uContinue to look for ways to enhance our students’ world 
language experiences outside the world language 
classroom


