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September Dates to Remember
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Hello Marauder Families!

September 1st 
LABOR DAY
No School

September 11th 
Governing Board 
Regular Meeting

6 – 8pm
Mingus High School Library(More info on page 2)

September 11 & 12
 Parent/Teacher Conferences*
(More information on page 2)

September 16th
Site Council Meeting

5 - 6pm
Mingus High School Library

*more info on PG 2

Sep 26, 27, 29, Oct 3 & 4
PROJECT HOMECOMING CLOSET
(More information on page 5) 

*Parent/TeacherConference ScheduleSeptember 11:7:55am - 9:10am  1st  hour9:10am - 9:20am  Break 9:20am - 10:35am  3rd hour10:35am -10:45am  Break10:45am – 12:00pm  5th hourSeptember 12:7:55am - 9:10am 2nd hour9:10am - 9:20am  Break 9:20am - 10:35am  4th hour10:35am -10:45am Break10:45am – 12:00pm  6th hour

'25-'26 SCHOOL YEAR CALENDAR

       Click HERE  
    

   STUDENT
   HANDBOOK

       Click HERE  
    

   STUDENT
   HANDBOOK
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Campus Events & Resources

TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 16TH

5:00 PM ~ MUHS LIBRARY

SITE COUNCIL
We value your opinion and

welcome you to attend and

participate in site council meetings

Today’s famil iesare busy, andthere’s always
something

happening. Sync your familyschedule withours to avoidmissing importanttesting dates
and eventswhen planning 
vacations

and doctorappointments.

  MUHS 
COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Our governing board is comprised of f ive
local ly elected cit izens. These individuals
ensure the proper al location of distr ict
funds and resources to best serve the
needs and interests of our students.
Meetings are open to the community

and are held at 6pm in the MUHS Library
on the Second Thursday of every month.

MUHSMUHSGOVERNINGBOARD
GOVERNINGBOARD

SEPTEMBER 11TH @ 6PM
SEPTEMBER 11TH @ 6PM

FOR MORE INFORMATION, AGENDA & MINUTES:

WWW.MINGUSUNIONDISTRICT.COM/ABOUT-US/GOVERNING-BOARD

MINGUS UNION HIGH SCHOOL
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Campus Events & Resources

Our school is currently undergoing Strategic Planning. This process sets a
path and objectives for our school for the next 3-5 years. Please contribute

your thoughts and have your voice heard by completing our parent surveys. 
English-- https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TPVZQHH   
Spanish-- https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SZ2LMGG

Strategic Planning

English

Inglés

EspañolSpanish



for Android Users

Reporting Absences: • From the public portal theParent/Guardian will selectAttendance Monitor from the leftnavigation menu
• The Parent/Guardian will then selectthe Report Attendance tab• Parent/Guardian will then click theReport New Attendance button• Parent/Guardian will enter theAbsence Date (leaving the second dateblank to report for today only)• Parent/Guardian will select from theWhat is the reason for the absencedrop-down

• Parent/Guardian will select Yes or Noin the Is this absence for the whole daydrop-down, or If No is selected theuser will be prompted to enter theTime Range
• Parent/Guardian will enter a conciseexplanation in the Explanation text box• Parent/Guardian will click SubmitNOTE: Reporting attendance forprevious dates is not allowed.

PowerSchool is available online
and in mobile apps!

 

For parents of returning students: If you already have an account 

from last year, you should be able to login the same as last year.

If you are unable to login, you will need to click on the 

“Forgot Password” link and create a new password.
 

For parents of new students: A parent portal account has already been

created for you! You should have received an email (to the address we

have on file) with your login information. If you did not receive an email,

would like additional accounts created (ex. for a 2  parent), or need

further assistance logging in to your account, please contact Dee Belzer

at 928-649-4417 or dbelzer@muhs.com.

nd

Parents/guardians with multiple students: you should be able to see 

all of your students on the same account – no need for multiple logins! 

If you don’t see all of your students, please contact 

Dee Belzer at 928-649-4417 or dbelzer@muhs.com for assistance.

Once a Parent Portal account is created/established on

the website, you can set up the PowerSchool Mobile App          

https://mingusunion.powerschool.com/public/home.html

• Monitor changes to grades and attendance with push

notifications
• Register to receive email alerts for grades,
attendance, or assignments

• See real-time updates of grades and attendance

• View assignment details
• Review teacher comments

• Check the school’s daily bulletin board

• View a full course schedule

• View a calendar showing all assignment due dates

for iOS Users

website

District Code:

FQCF

Paying Fees:• From the public portal, theParent/Guardian will select the  icon at topright of screen
• The Parent/Guardian will then selectPurchases & payments• Parent/Guardian will then select thestudent’s name for which they want to seeor pay fees/fines

• Parent/Guardian will select the type ofpurchase/payment they would like to make• Parent/Guardian will check boxes foritems they wish to purchase• Parent/Guardian will then click onCheckout and follow prompts to finalizepayment
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GET CONNECTED with PowerSchool
Use the PowerSchool Mobile App for quick access to grades and attendance!

PARENTS: For more functionality, such as paying fees or reporting absences through
the portal, log in online. Here’s what to do once you’re logged in:

Use the PowerSchool Mobile App for quick access to grades and attendance!
PARENTS: For more functionality, such as paying fees or reporting absences through

the portal, log in online. Here’s what to do once you’re logged in:
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  Dresses in a variety
   of sizes and colors 

   Menswear: Suits and
    Jackets, Slacks, 

   Vests, Cummerbunds, 
  Bow Ties & Neckties 
Jewelry & Accessories

 Dress Shoes

formal wear for
ALL high school  

students!

Friday, September 26 (2:30-5:30)
Saturday, September 27 (10-1)

 Monday, September 29 (2:30-5:30)
Friday, October 3 (2:30-5:30)
Saturday, October 4 (10-1)

  Mingus Union High School  
Enter West Parking Lot on Camino Real 

Campus Location TBA  
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On Wednesday, August 13th, Mingus Union High School partnered with MATFORCE to welcome guest
speaker, Michael DeLeon with his powerful message that guides his Steered Straight non-profit

organization. The program, Steered Straight’ reaches out to children, teens and young adults with a
message of reality about life-choices and the importance of consequential thinking so they understand
that there are consequences to their actions. Mr. DeLeon spoke to our 9  and 10  grade students on the

extreme dangers of drugs, gang involvement, and associated criminal activity. This assembly was
powerful! At the end of the presentation, Mr. DeLeon challenged students to give up any vape devices
they had. Incentives were offered and students rose to the challenge. Students stayed afterwards to

share their gratitude for his message and how much it spoke to them! We are grateful for our partnership
with MATFORCE to bring in such an exceptional speaker and look forward to more opportunities!

th th

At the end of the presentation, he challenged students to give up any vape devices they had, to him. 
After a few public calls, he offered a $50 Gift Card to the first student to give one up. We had a

courageous young man step up. Michael continued this incentive and several other students took 
the challenge. By the end of this opportunity, he received 11 vapes (some for the incentive and 

others just because students wanted to)!
He shared that our students were AMAZING and that he was very grateful for the opportunity to be here.

straightstraight
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Here at Mingus Union High School we are starting
the school year with extra safety! Driving on Fir

Street and Camino Real, at the MUHS crosswalks,
you may encounter the flashing pedestrian lights.

The flashing pedestrian crossing features
rectangular rapid flashing beacons (RRFBs) that
enhance pedestrian safety by alerting drivers to
the presence of someone utilizing the crosswalk.

When the lights are activated, drivers must stop if
a pedestrian is in the crosswalk or about to enter

it and remain stopped until the pedestrian has
cleared their lane. It's always advised that

pedestrians should confirm it's safe to cross by
looking both ways before stepping into the
crosswalk. Additionally, the school district

purchased portable speed bumps and
coordinated with Cottonwood Police Department,

to ensure the proper implementation.

The Fir Street lights were a split purchase
between the school district and the City of

Cottonwood. The lights on Camino Real were
purchased utilizing Prop 202 funds also known as

the Indian Gaming and Self-Reliance Act which
authorized the Governor to approve new tribal
gaming compacts and required tribes to share

between 1% and 8% of their gross gaming revenue
with the state for designated public programs.

Special thanks to the City Public Works
Department for installing the devices and to our
very own Cottonwood Police Department S.R.O.

Brandon Iurato, who advocated for the
installation of these safety devices and saw the

project though. Be well and stay safe!

Here at Mingus Union High School we are starting
the school year with extra safety! Driving on Fir

Street and Camino Real, at the MUHS crosswalks,
you may encounter the flashing pedestrian lights.

The flashing pedestrian crossing features
rectangular rapid flashing beacons (RRFBs) that
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project though. Be well and stay safe!
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A.T.O.R.T. Proudly Presents . . .

T R A P

Friday  10 .3 .25  @ 7  pm
Saturday 10 .4 .25  @7pm

Sunday 10 .5 .25  @3pm
Friday  10 . 10 .25  @ 7pm

Saturday 10 . 1 1 .25  @ 7pm

B y  St e p h e n  G r e g g

Get Tickets now at 
atort.ludus.com

Adults - $11

Seniors - $10
Students/Children - $7
all tickets $3 more at the door

Can I Tell You A Secret?

Don’t Tell the Secret...

Due to the suspense in this play,
it is recommended for middle school

age children and above. 
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Paige Bodam
Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID) Teacher

Paige Bodam
Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID) Teacher

Ambar Anaya MartinezAmbar Anaya Martinez

This year is Mrs. Bodam’s fourth year as one of the Advancement Via 

Individual Determination (AVID) Teachers here at Mingus. One of her
favorite parts of the job is getting the chance to expose students to all the 

opportunities at our high school and beyond. Opportunities open doors of 

possibilities for our students and she is always thrilled to share them with
 our amazing students when opportunities come knocking. 
Our students keep her motivated each day. She feels that it is a true joy and 

blessing to be part of our students’ educational journeys. When a student needs motivation, she reminds
them of the team they have here and strive to help them identify their support system.
Mrs. Bodam grew up in the Verde Valley and walked these same halls as our Mingus students. She graduated
in 2008 and attended Arizona State University for her undergraduate degree. She began teaching in Phoenix
and spent the first 10 years of her teaching career at the same school serving as a classroom teacher and an
assistant principal. She then returned to school and earned her masters degree from Grand Canyon
University.
In her free time, her favorite thing to do is be with family. She and her husband like to attend Mingus events
and support our students at school while also showing their own children what an amazing place the Verde
Valley is to grow up in.

This year is Mrs. Bodam’s fourth year as one of the Advancement Via 

Individual Determination (AVID) Teachers here at Mingus. One of her

favorite parts of the job is getting the chance to expose students to all the 

opportunities at our high school and beyond. Opportunities open doors of 

possibilities for our students and she is always thrilled to share them with

 our amazing students when opportunities come knocking. 

Our students keep her motivated each day. She feels that it is a true joy and 

blessing to be part of our students’ educational journeys. When a student needs motivation, she reminds

them of the team they have here and strive to help them identify their support system.

Mrs. Bodam grew up in the Verde Valley and walked these same halls as our Mingus students. She graduated

in 2008 and attended Arizona State University for her undergraduate degree. She began teaching in Phoenix

and spent the first 10 years of her teaching career at the same school serving as a classroom teacher and an

assistant principal. She then returned to school and earned her masters degree from Grand Canyon

University.

In her free time, her favorite thing to do is be with family. She and her husband like to attend Mingus events

and support our students at school while also showing their own children what an amazing place the Verde

Valley is to grow up in.

After graduation, Ambar is planning to attend the University of Arizona and
major in Physiology and Medical Science. Afterward she plans to continue 
her education by applying to medical school with the goal of becoming a 
pediatrician.
Ambar has been involved in numerous extracurricular activities and clubs, including 
Key Club, Interact Club, Link Crew, Bring Change to Mind, and Student Council during her junior year. She is
currently enrolled in the CNA VACTE program. She feels the most impactful club was Interact club, as it got
her involved in Rotaract and helped deepen her passion for community service. Her favorite memory was
going to the Diamondbacks game with Student Council.
During her free time, Ambar enjoys drawing and hanging out with my siblings.
If she could go back in time, she  would have told her freshman self not to overwhelm themselves by trying to
do everything all at once, and that it's okay to take breaks and prioritize themselves first.
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currently enrolled in the CNA VACTE program. She feels the most impactful club was Interact club, as it got
her involved in Rotaract and helped deepen her passion for community service. Her favorite memory was
going to the Diamondbacks game with Student Council.
During her free time, Ambar enjoys drawing and hanging out with my siblings.
If she could go back in time, she  would have told her freshman self not to overwhelm themselves by trying to
do everything all at once, and that it's okay to take breaks and prioritize themselves first.
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Science

Foreign Language

Pablo 
Escobar

Social Studies

Finn Herald

English & Literature

Orlando Torres

Physical Education

J
ordan Watson

Coco Zuniga

Mathematics

J

uli
an Chavez Smart
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MARAUDER of  the MONTHMARAUDER of  the MONTH



Career & Technical
Education

NO 
PHOTO

AVAILABLE

Mingus Academics

Jorge Meza

Female Athlete

. .

Male Athlete

. .

CHARACTER   COUNTS

Pursing Victory
with Honors

. .

Advancement Via
Individual Determination

Rachel Rudert

Performing & Visual Arts

Isab
el McKean

 A
lijah Bernard
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MARAUDER of  the MONTHMARAUDER of  the MONTH

COMINGCOMING
SOONSOONour sports season has just

kicked off...stay tuned!
our sports season has just

kicked off...stay tuned!



use the QR code
       here
or visit GOFAN.CO 

and search for
Mingus Union
High School 
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Fall Sports schedules here
Click on the icon below to be taken to that sport's schedule

 BUY YOUR EVENT TICKTS AT               .CO 

WinterSports Athletes:
Please get

your registration
information to

the athletic office
by October

WinterSports Athletes:
Please get

your registration
information to

the athletic office
by October

ADULTS: $6.00
CHILDREN (Ages 7-12): $4.00
CHILDREN (6 & under): FREE
MINGUS STUDENTS W/ID: $4.00
SENIORS  (Ages 55+)  & VETERANS: $4.00

*GoFan collects a service fee ($1/ticket) to support & grow a platform for
schools. This covers the cost of the technology & credit card processing.

Above prices include this fee.

$$ TICKET PRICES $$

COME OUT TO OUR SPORTING EVENTSCOME OUT TO OUR SPORTING EVENTS  
& SHOW YOUR MARAUDER PRIDE!&  SHOW YOUR MARAUDER PRIDE!

FALL SPORTS
Football

Girls Flag Football
Cheer

Cross Country
Volleyball
Boys Golf
Girls Golf

Swim
UNIFIED Flag Football

UNIFIED Volleyball
GO BIG
GO BIG
GO BIG

RED!!
RED!!
RED!!

Sports Registration for 2025-26 is now available!
Stop by the front office to pick up your athletic packet or visit

 https://www.mingusunion.com                        
and click on “Athletics”  for more info                       
You must be cleared by the Athletic Dept in order to participate in sports.                                      

Contact the Front Office for more information                                   
The following steps need to be submitted:

1.Family ID online registration needs to be created and/or renewed for the 2024/2025 school year. 
2.Concussion course and Opioid course needs to be completed through the AIA online academy
3.All athletes need to turn in their 2024/2025 AIA sports physical evaluation form completed and signed.
4.Visit our website www.mingusunion.com/athletics for all your registration needs

   Al l  current athletic events, team schedules and coaching information
   are posted to the athletics page for quick viewing. You can also

   subscribe to the calendar and receive dai ly emails by cl icking
  the l ink below, then subscribe in the top r ight corner. 

*Schedules are subject to change, so check often or cal l  the athletic department for more info!

          Athletics Program - Mingus Union High School District



Law Enforcement and Public Safety Program – Jennifer Choate, Instructor
The VACTE Law Enforcement Chapter Display team made a powerful impression at
the 2025 SkillsUSA National Leadership and Skills Conference (NLSC) in Atlanta, 
Georgia, showcasing creativity, dedication, and the very heart of the SkillsUSA 
Framework.

Representing the team, Deziree Dominguez, Jacob Blake, and Kaleb Stapleton 
brought the Framework to life with a display built on:
✔ Personal Skills – Passion, purpose, and professionalism
✔ Workplace Skills – Teamwork, communication, and relentless hustle
✔ Technical Skills – Precision and craftsmanship at their finest

This year’s display celebrated both 60 years of student success and the theme, 
"Ignite Your Potential." It also marked a milestone for three graduating two-year 
members, Reyna Sotelo, Randy Holguin, and Baltazar Avila, who returned to 
Nationals alongside first-year student Jayden Mollohan. Volunteering not only as 
delegates but also serving as role models, they inspired the entire team with their leadership and perseverance.

A special highlight came from Baltazar Avila, who proudly represented Arizona, his hometown of Cottonwood, and the
Cottonwood Police Department as a competitor. “The opportunity from VACTE Law Enforcement allows me to showcase my

hard work and the values I have acquired through my CTE program,” Avila shared. “It’s more than a competition, it’s a
chance to grow as a leader and pursue a future in public service. I’m here to make Cottonwood and Arizona proud.”

Beyond the competition floor, students also participated in the SkillsUSA Give Back project, building bicycles
for the local Boys & Girls Club proving that service to others is just as important as skill mastery.

With professionalism, pride, and purpose, the VACTE Law Enforcement and Public Safety Program
didn’t just attend NLSC, they ignited their potential and left a lasting mark.
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                                               Construction Program – Travis Black, Instructor
                                                                                                 This summer, students from the Valley Academy for Career and Technology Education (VACTE) 

                                                                                                      Construction Program proudly represented Arizona at the SkillsUSA National Leadership and    
 Skills Conference in Atlanta, Georgia.                            

                                                                                                      Post-secondary student Matthew Rodriguez competed in the Commercial Roofing Contest, 
                                                                                                           earning an impressive 5th place nationally. Matthew discovered his passion for roofing through 

                                                                                                   mentorship with Dale Burns of Noah’s Arc Roofing, which provided him with valuable hands-on  
                                                                                          training. His hard work and dedication have now led to employment with Harvey’s Roofing.

                                                                                                   Ryon Beisecker, also a post-secondary student, competed in the Carpentry Contest, where he 
                                                                                                    finished 9th place nationally. Ryon works full-time with Tierra Verde Builders and has been a 

                                                                                                        leader in the program for several years, applying his skills in both classroom projects and
professional construction work.

In addition, Sasha Barrera and Ivy Diaz served as SkillsUSA Voting Delegates at Nationals, where they gained valuable leadership experience
and represented VACTE with pride in Atlanta.

 The summer also brought recognition for the program’s instructor. Travis Black, VACTE  Construction Technology Teacher, was honored as
the 2025 SkillsUSA National Outstanding Educator of the Year. He was also named a Top 50 Finalist for the Harbor Freight Tools for Schools

Prize for Teaching Excellence, which recognizes outstanding skilled trades educators across the nation.
The VACTE Construction Program continues to provide students with industry certifications, real-world jobsite training, leadership

opportunities, and pathways to rewarding careers. From competing on the national stage to earning the Presidential Volunteer Service
Award, our students continue to demonstrate that career and technical education builds both skills and futures.

                                              Valley Academy for Career & Technology Education

  National Competitions Report 
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                                             Valley Academy for Career & Technology Education

  National Competitions Report 

Fire Science Program – Sal Unale, Eric Ostler,
& Jeremy Doerksen, Instructors

Fire Science student, Marcus Lucas competed at the SkillsUSA
National Leadership and Skills Conference in Atlanta, Georgia.
Marcus placed 12th overall in the Firefighting competition. His

performance was noticed by evaluators as top notch and motivating!!
Marcus stated that this was a once in a lifetime experience. He was

very grateful for the time and dedication that our staff gave him.

Teacher Training Program – Genna Adams, Instructor
Four students from the VACTE Ed Professions Program attended the 
FCCLA Nationals in Florida, which had a total of 10,000 attendees. 

Our Verde Valley students embraced the challenge of competition like
champions. Their projects were rigorous and included many components 

that had to meet the criteria for gold medals at the state competition to qualify
for Nationals. They needed to secure first and second place at the state level to

advance! Reaching Nationals is a testament to their hard work and achievement.
Jade Kuhn, Chance Canning, and Jubiana Dominguez successfully completed
their competitions, earning excellent scores, with Jade finishing sixth in the

nation. Additionally, Abel Villa was selected by Bob Weir, the VACTE
Superintendent, to serve as a delegate at the national level.

Teacher Training Program – Genna Adams, Instructor
Four students from the VACTE Ed Professions Program attended the 
FCCLA Nationals in Florida, which had a total of 10,000 attendees. 

Our Verde Valley students embraced the challenge of competition like
champions. Their projects were rigorous and included many components 

that had to meet the criteria for gold medals at the state competition to qualify
for Nationals. They needed to secure first and second place at the state level to

advance! Reaching Nationals is a testament to their hard work and achievement.
Jade Kuhn, Chance Canning, and Jubiana Dominguez successfully completed
their competitions, earning excellent scores, with Jade finishing sixth in the

nation. Additionally, Abel Villa was selected by Bob Weir, the VACTE
Superintendent, to serve as a delegate at the national level.

Certified Nurses Assistant – Sabrina Conway, Instructor
Mrs. Conway was honored with the Outstanding Local HOSA Advisor Award,
recognizing her exceptional leadership and dedication to student success.

Additionally, Gabriela Guerrero Jimenez earned a top score on the Healthcare Issues
Exam at the state level, qualifying her to compete at HOSA Nationals in Nashville, TN.
Their achievements reflect the hard work and excellence of the entire HOSA chapter!

We are so proud of all of our VACTE
instructors and students!

We look forward to seeing what amazing
accomplishments lie ahead for our ‘25-’26 school year!
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There's no doubt that our Verde Val ley community knows 
how to come together to support those who l ive here! 
This page wil l  l ist some of those amazing Community 

Resources and let you know some of the events 
and happenings they have planned this month.

 

Community ResourcesCommunity Resources


