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MINGUS MATTERS....

Every Student Celebrated | Every Student Prepared
Hello Marauder Families!

The 2025-26 school year is in full effect! It is so great to have all our
Marauders back in classrooms, on the fields, and on the courts.
Class of 2029, welcome to the family! Class of 2024, this is your year! Go Marauders!

SEP 2025

This is an exciting month with Parent Teacher Conferences on September 11th and 12th. Please
use this opportunity to conference with your student's Advisory teacher and explore opportunities
for improvement or celebrate successes.

Encourage your students to take advantage of their FLEX scheduling on Tuesday, Thursday, and
Friday to work with teachers from any class they are struggling with concepts in; or need to make
up work in. Students can sign up for FLEX during their Monday Advisory class, or anytime they are
logged onto a Mingus Chromebook or personal/home device that is connected to the internet.

Fall sports are now kicking off in full gear with football, swim, cross country, golf, cheer, and flag
football all competing in September! Please show your Marauder Pride by coming out to our
Homecoming events. Our students love having our stands and bleachers full of fans, so come out
and cheer for your Mingus Marauders!

Homecoming 2025 will be at the end of next month. See page 4 of this newsletter for
information on our Homecoming Closet which has grown into robust program to give students
more options for dance and special event attire.

Our award-winning theater program is rehearsing for their first production of the year; their Fall
production of TRAP will be sure to entertain!

Please check our website's calendar and follow our social media for the most up to date events
and happenings with all our events and extracurriculars at Mingus! Click HERE

*Parent/Teacnor  [SONIIA
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UR: Biscuils and Gravy FRI: Cinnamaon Roll + pork Sausage

Br
MOoN: preakfast purrito TUE: EgE0 waffle + pork Sausage WED: preakfast Tormado oF preaifast com Dog TH
pail Lunch favorites
C.heeseburger of Hamburger: Spicy of pegular Chicken Sandw'\ch. peli Sub, Anytimers gnack BoX, Uncrustab\e pRE], OF Bean and Cheese gurrito
SO l g
. n o




__Mingus Union
High School District #4

b
:/. -

e

SR . .
twlgj___ehportal, log in online. Here's what to do once

public/home.html

nt_tps://mingusunion.powerschool.coml
« Monitor changes to grades and attendance with push

notifications
* Register to receive email alerts for grades,
attendance, or assignments

. See real-time updates of grades and attendance

« View assignment details

« Review teacher comments
« Check the school’s daily bulletin board

« View a full course schedule
« View a calendar showing all assignment due dates
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GET CONNECTED with PowerSchool

Vs,
Use the PowerSchool Mobile App for quick access to grades and attendance!

PARENTS:JFor. more functionality, such as paying fees or reporting absences through
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mecomings

Friday, September 26 (2:30-5:30)
Saturday, September 27 (10-1)

Monday, September 29 (2:30-5:30)

o) Friday, October 3 (2:30-5:30)
Saturday, October 4 (10-1)
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Dresses in a variety .
of sizes and colors

Menswear: Suits and
Jackets, Slacks,
Vests, Cummerbunds,
Bow Ties & Neckties

Jewelry & Accessories

Dress Shoes
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the SAT will be offered on Saturday, October 4, 2025

at Mingus Union High School.
This is a great opportunity for SENIORS - CLASS OF 2026 planning
to apply to college or seeking scholarships.

Why Take the SAT?
. College Admissions - The SAT is accepted by thousands of colleges across the

country.
& Scholarship Opportunities - Strong scores may qualify you for merit-based

scholarships.

@ College Readiness — The SAT helps you assess your academic strengths and
prepare for future studies.

& Keeps Options Open - Even at test-optional schools, a good score can
strengthen your application.

" Important Dates:
* Test Date: Saturday, October 4, 2025

* Registration Deadline: September 19, 2025
* Where to Register: https://mysat.collegeboard.org/login (or scan the QR code below)

Don’t miss this chance to take a meaningful step toward your college goals!
Please see your School Counselor if you have any questions about how to register
for the test or explore how the SAT test may fit into your post-secondary plan!
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On Wednesday, August 13th, Mingus Union High School partnered with MATFORCE to welcome guest
speaker, Michael DeLeon with his powerful message that guides his Steered Straight non-profit
organization. The program, Steered Straight’ reaches out to children, teens and young adults with a
message of reality about life-choices and the importance of consequential thinking so they understand
that there are consequences to their actions. Mr. DeLeon spoke to our 9" and 10" grade students on the
extreme dangers of drugs, gang involvement, and associated criminal activity. This assembly was
powerful! At the end of the presentation, Mr. DeLeon challenged students to give up any vape devices
they had. Incentives were offered and students rose to the challenge. Students stayed afterwards to
share their gratitude for his message and how much it spoke to them! We are grateful for our partnership
with MATFORCE to bring in such an exceptional speaker and look forward to more opportunities!

At the end of the presentation, he challenged students to give up any vape devices they had, to him.
After a few public calls, he offered a $50 Gift Card to the first student to give one up. We had a
courageous young man step up. Michael continued this incentive and several other students took
the challenge. By the end of this opportunity, he received 11 vapes (some for the incentive and
others just because students wanted to)!

He shared that our students were AMAZING and that he was very grateful for the opportunity to be here.
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Here at Mmgus Un|on H|gh School we are startmg
the school year with extra safetyl Dr|V|ng on Fir .'[\-_;,- i
Street and Camino,Real, at the MUHS crosswalks |

~ you may encounter the flashmg pedestnan l|ghts

- The flashlng pedestrlan crossmg features : AT
rectangular rapid flashlng beacons (RRFBs) thatr ' c

.enhance pedestrian safety‘ byﬂalertlng drivers.to $hias = : o5 -

the presence of:s someone utlllzmg the crosswalk e

When the llghts are actlvate'd drlvers must stop |f

a pedestrlan |s"’"rj‘"the cro?gwalk orfabou_t to! ent :

- itand remain 'stopped| untll the pede" _"'rlan'har
o cleared theirlane:|It!s] always.f_ad'”
{ pedestrlans should LeTlild
looklng both! ways be'fore step
crosswalk Add|t|onally, the'school dlstrl
purchased portable speed bumps and
coordlnated with Cottonwood Police: Departm nt__

to ensure the proper |mplementat|on
: i ._ i %

The F|r Street l|ghts were a spl|t purchase
between the school\district andithe) C|ty of
_ Cottonwood. The l|ghts on' Cammo Real were
: purchased utilizing. Prop 202 funds; lss%known as’
the Indian Gammg and Self—Rel|an t-which;';
authonzed the Governor. to approve new tr|bal
gammg compacts and requwed tr|bes to share :
between 1% and 8% of. the|r gross; éafﬁmg reve_ U

i W|th the state for de5|gnated publ|c programs
vl -f

SpeC|al thanks to the Clty Publlc Works‘ ? .;,.
Department for mstallmg the dewces and to our
very'own Cottonwood Pollce Department S R O
' Brandon Iurato who advocated for;the,

. mstallatlon of these safety! dewces and/saw
prOJe_ct __though_._ Be well and stay salj_e.; '
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WL TeLl YOU A epeRET?
BET TICKETS NOW AT
ATORTLUDUS COM

" STUDENTS/CHILDREN - ¢7
ALL TICKETS $3 MORE AT THE DOOR

DUE TO THE SUSPENSE IN THIS PLAY,

IT 1S RECOMMENDED FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL von,r rgll T” E g E cp e r

AGE CHILDREN AND ABOVE.
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Rainbow Leagu®
Every Tuesday y
junch in room 105

Stay updated!
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: ... WecelebrateLatinXculture! ... c
% jCelebramoslaculuralatina! "

MEETINGS THURS AT LUINCH IN RM 602
JUNTAS JUEVES EN EL ALMUERZO EN 6027%

INSJIA ;TODOS UNIDOS!

EVERYONE UNITED.
ALL ARE WELCOME.

50

Mingus Union High School Key Club
DONATION DRIVE

toothpaste / toothbrush / shampoo / hand soap /
deodorant / etc.

......

Travel or Regular size

TO HELP OLD TOWN MISSION and
OUR COMMUNITY

Ongoing
Bring items to Advisory.

Thinking about joining Key Club? Contact Ms. Rose, rm 426.
Meetings Thursdays in the library at lunch.

. ‘"“ﬁ\ ; ™

0 - .
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Why?
Why else? We want to

play with yarn and so
should you!

When, Where, How?
Every Thursday and potentially after

school. Room 107. If you dont know how to
Crochet or Sew, thats absolutely fine.

MINGUS UNION HIGH SCHOOL

STEAMCLUB

Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Math
Fridays at lunch in room 424 (Selna)
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SPOTLIGHT

After graduation, Ambar is planning to attend the Uinlv'ers ty of Arizona andw

-n-

major in Physiology and Medical Science. After and Shh plans to continue a\'

pediatrician. '

Ambar has been involved in numerous extracurrlcular actrvrtles and clubs, including:
Key, Club, Interact Club, Link Crew, Bring Chan!ge tolMin and Student Council duringlhergj
currently enrolled in the CNA VACTE program.' SIREESHE rimst impactful club was Interact club, as it got
herI involved in Rotaract and helped deepeniheiipassionifogcommunity service. Her favorite memory was
going tothe Diamondbacks game with Student€ouncil®
Durning her free time, Ambar enjoys drawing anb hanginglouwith my siblings. 4 |
If sne could go back in time, she would have teldihen freshr%n self not to overwhelm themselves by trying to
doeverything all at once, and that it's okay/tojtakelbreaksiand prlorltlze themselves first.

her education by applying to medical school WI thegoalfofibecoming a

i

vancement Via
Ind|V|dual Determlnatlon (AVID) Teachers here at I\/Ilngus One of; hler =
favorite partsiof theJob is getting the chanceto exposeistudents:toiall the®
opportunitiesiat our high school and beyond. Opportunities open doors of &
possibilities for our students and she is alwaysithrilleditolshare.them with
our amazing students when opportunities' come knocking.

Our students keep her motivated each day. She feels that it is.a true joy and
blessing to be part of our students’ educational journeys. When a student needs motivation, she reminds
them of the team they have here and strive to help'them'identify their support system.

Mrs. Bodam grew up in the Verde Valley and walked these same halls as our Mingus students. She graduated
in 2008 and attended Arizona State University for her undergraduate degree. She began teaching in Phoenix
and spent the first 10 years of her_teaching career;at.the'same school serving as a classroom teacher and an
assistant principal=Sheithenjreturned to/schoollandleannediherimasters degree from Grand Canyon
University. - I
In her free time, her favoritesthingltordolisibe\withifamily/

Sheland!herhusbandlike to attend.Mingus events

and support our students at school while also showing/their.own children what an amazing place the Verde
Valley is to grow up in.
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Athletics Program - Mingus Union High School District
All current athletic events, team schedules and coachlng information
are posted to the athletlcs pa§e for quick V|eW|ngI You can also
subscribe to the calendar and receive daily emails by clicking

N,
'; el NAARAUDER S§PORTS

the link below, then subscribe in the top right corner.

*Schedules are subject to change, so check often or call the athletic department for more infol{

VRN EEtN =
v

3

ik

OlUyIROJOUIRES RO RFRINIG, EWEE@T@
[ﬂ@w VOWR NIARATDIES PIRINDE]

:CGDE]

mu.sron'rs | $$ TICKET PRICES $5$
Y Gy oorbaR- | 9% . ézﬁlgrfélﬁ(a(fo 7-12): $4.00
i L4 ges /- . .
G"'sr:::i““ba“l « CHILDREN (6 & under): FREE
f er g « MINGUS STUDENTS W/ID: $4.00
Cross Country » SENIORS (Ages 55+) & VETERANS: $4.00
volleyba“ ' *GoFan collects a service fee ($1/ticket) to support & grow a platform for
schools. This covers the cost of the technology & credit card processing.
Boys Golf Above prices include this fee.
[RRRS GirlsGolf (RN IRER SN AN} usetheQRco e D - D
Swim W here =
UNIFIED Flag Foothall or visit GOFAN.CO [i&
UNIFIED Volleyball ~ and search for

Mingus Union

BUY YOUR EVENT TICKTS AT GRy=i17.C0 "risyrion  [Eisiasd
FdLL SPORTS SCHeDULeS HeRre

CLICK O THe ICON BELOW TO Be TaKel TO THAT SPORT'S SCHeDULe

Stop by the front office to pick up your athletic packet or visit
https://www.mingusunion.com

0y, Wiy
. " ° ” H Do, cen
and click on “Athletics” for more info S Ay
You must be cleared by the Athletic Dept in order to participate in sports. Youn Pe@-s‘e gef"”s:
Contact the Front Office for more information 5 /z},,-%ﬁ’gi ra:u
& Ak, 50
The following steps need to be submitted: © aé,{,/efé’ﬁn & 0.
1.Family ID online registration needs to be created and/or renewed for the 2024/2025 school year. by 002‘10 Ofp; 2
2.Concussion course and Opioid course needs to be completed through the AlA online academy Oba, Ce

3.All athletes need to turn in their 2024/2025 AIA sports physical evaluation form completed and signed.
4.Visit our website www.mingusunion.com/athletics for all your registration needs
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, Valley Academy for Career & Technology Education

" National Competitions Report

Construction Program - Travis Black, Instructor
L This summer, students from the Valley Academy for Career and Technology Education (VACTE)
I Construction Program proudly represented Arizona at the SkillsUSA National Leadership and
. Skills Conference in Atlanta, Georgja.
Post-secondary student Matthew Rodriguez competed in the Commercial Roofing Contest,
earning an impressive 5th place nationally. Matthew discovered his passion for roofing through

finished 9th place nationally. Ryon works full-time with Tierra Verde Builders and has been a
leader in the program for several years, applying his skills in both classroom projects and
4 professional construction work.
In addition, Sasha Barrera and Ivy Diaz served as SkillsUSA Voting Delegates at Nationals, where they gained valuable leadership experience
and represented VACTE with pride in Atlanta.

The summer also brought recoghnition for the program’s instructor. Travis Black, VACTE Construction Technology Teacher, was honored as
the 2025 SkillsUSA National Outstanding Educator of the Year. He was also named a Top 50 Finalist for the Harbor Freight Tools for Schools
Prize for Teaching Excellence, which recognizes outstanding skilled trades educators across the nation.

The VACTE Construction Program continues to provide students with industry certifications, real-world jobsite training, leadership
opportunities, and pathways to rewarding careers. From competing on the national stage to earning the Presidential Volunteer Service
Award, our students continue to demonstrate that career and technical education builds both skills and futures.

Law Enforcement and Public Safety Program - Jennifer Choate, Instructor

The VACTE Law Enforcement Chapter Display team made a powerful impression at
the 2025 SkillsUSA National Leadership and Skills Conference (NLSC) in Atlanta,
Georgia, showcasing creativity, dedication, and the very heart of the SkillsUSA
Framework.

Representing the team, Deziree Dominguez, Jacob Blake, and Kaleb Stapleton
brought the Framework to life with a display built on:
Personal Skills — Passion, purpose, and professionalism
Workplace Skills - Teamwork, communication, and relentless hustle
Technical Skills — Precision and craftsmanship at their finest

This year’s display celebrated both 60 years of student success and the theme, *

"Ignite Your Potential." It also marked a milestone for three graduating two-year ' _ 3..\ i e

members, Reyna Sotelo, Randy Holguin, and Baltazar Avila, who returned to ey . 34+ Sy R e
Nationals alongside first-year student Jayden Mollohan. Volunteering notonlyas Y & . 4 <2« 43 f e = :

delegates but also serving as role models, they inspired the entire team with their leadership and perseverance.

A special highlight came from Baltazar Avila, who proudly represented Arizona, his hometown of Cottonwood, and the
Cottonwood Police Department as a competitor. “The opportunity from VACTE Law Enforcement allows me to showcase my
hard work and the values I have acquired through my CTE program,” Avila shared. “It’s more than a competition, it’s a
chance to grow as a leader and pursue a future in public service. I’m here to make Cottonwood and Arizona proud.”

Beyond the competition floor, students also participated in the SkillsUSA Give Back project, building bicycles
for the local Boys & Girls Club proving that service to others is just as important as skill mastery.

With professionalism, pride, and purpose, the VACTE Law Enforcement and Public Safety Program
didn’t just attend NLSC, they ignited their potential and left a lasting mark.
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Valley Academy for Career & Technology Education

" National Competitions Report

Teacher Training Program — Genna Adams, Instructor
Four students from the VACTE Ed Professions Program attended the
FCCLA Nationals in Florida, which had a total of 10,000 attendees.

Our Verde Valley students embraced the challenge of competition like
champions. Their projects were rigorous and included many components
that had to meet the criteria for gold medals at the state competition to qualify
for Nationals. They needed to secure first and second place at the state level to
advance! Reaching Nationals is a testament to their hard work and achievement.
Jade Kuhn, Chance Canning, and Jubiana Dominguez successfully completed
their competitions, earning excellent scores, with Jade finishing sixth in the
nation. Additionally, Abel Villa was selected by Bob Weir, the VACTE
Superintendent, to serve as a delegate at the national level.

Fire Science Program - Sal Unale, Eric Ostler,

& Jeremy Doerksen, Instructors

Fire Science student, Marcus Lucas competed at the SkillsUSA
National Leadership and Skills Conference in Atlanta, Georgia.
Marcus placed 12th overall in the Firefighting competition. His
performance was noticed by evaluators as top notch and motivating!!
Marcus stated that this was a once in a lifetime experience. He was
very grateful for the time and dedication that our staff gave him.

{1l

Certified Nurses Assistant — Sabrina Conway, Instructor

Mrs. Conway was honored with the Outstanding Local HOSA Advisor Award,
recognizing her exceptional leadership and dedication to student success.
Additionally, Gabriela Guerrero Jimenez earned a top score on the Healthcare Issues
Exam at the state level, qualifying her to compete at HOSA Nationals in Nashville, TN.
Their achievements reflect the hard work and excellence of the entire HOSA chapter! &S

VALLEY

uunu:r-.“r OFR
REER AND

T|: CHMNOLOGY

EDUCATION |1

We are so proud of all of our VACTE

instructors and students!

We look forward to seeing what amazing
accomplishments lie ahead for our ‘25-’26 school year!
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There's no doubt that our Verde Valley community knows
how to come together to support those who live here!
This page will Iist some of those amazing Community

Resources and let you know some of the events
and happenings they have planned this month.

hidshidshiddtidditatiahidt

Neighbors Helping Neighbors
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CHECK OUT
~ THENEW
Old Town Mission Mission Thrift Store Mo H E LPQORG!

16 E. Pinal Street - — Eﬂc\;‘;‘h:mnw ‘
ot ) MISSIUN 928-634-1644 Now featuring

F D PANTRY comprehensive services.

Wednesday: 9am-2pm &4 pm-6 pm Find out WhCI-t YOU are
Thursday: 9 am - 2 pm eligible for!

COMMUNITY MEALS e

Monday, Tuesday & Friday: 11:30 am-12:30 pm
Monday: 5 pm -6 pm

Wednesday: 4 pm - 6 pm (Served to-go only)

RE RCE CENTER

* Available for those without residence:
Showers, breakfast, clothes, hygiene & resources

Monday, Tuesday & Friday 9 am- 11 am

THE KIDS SHOP

Monday - Thursday 9 am - 2 pm
Monday 5 pm - 6 pm
or call for an appointment 928-634-7869

HAIR SALON

Monday 4 pm to 5: 30 pm
Tuesday: 9 am - 12:30 pm S Supporting Student Success
VISION LEGAL ) Through Community Compassion

1st TUESdayimDnth Call: 928-634-7869 Low Income Student Aid
10am-11am

MISSION THRIFT STORE

Some ways LISA can assist your student:

» Medical bills, prescriptions, therapy, etc
Tuesday - Saturday:9am to 5 pm « Clothing, shoes, coats
810 W. Mingus Ave. in Cottonwood * Hair cuts & personal hygiene items
« Outstanding cafeteria balances
« Book purchases & class tuition
« Admission to school events
« Graduation Expenses

This project has been funded at least in * Belioclmppliss Sapaciainesds davices
part with Federal funds from the USDA. ST—— » Childcare costs & pre-school tuition
Wutrition « Fees for extracurricularactivities

The Mission is a SNAP Commumty Partner

This institution is an equul_opportunltg tulstan « College deposits & testing fees
employer and provider. - « Birthdays & Holidays



