
Counseling
The Scheduling Team is deep in the process of 2022-2023 scheduling needs for our high school
students. We are developing a curriculum rotation to support consistent course delivery to students.
SISD used to follow one but it has not been followed in the past few years and creates a bit of
confusion on the curriculum side. It will be an adjustment period for teachers but in the end, will be
helpful to students and staff alike.

Our counselor through SERRC, Leslie Scranton, will be traveling to POW the week of April 18th. It
will be great for her to have some in-person contact with our students that she meets with virtually on
a regular basis. This partnership with SERRC continues to be a great opportunity for SISD students,
staff, and families.

It is that time of year when staff and students are feeling a bit overwhelmed. We know that supporting
one another is one of the best ways to combat this feeling. One of the most effective ways of
supporting one another is to show specific gratitude. Reflect on something you are grateful for
everyday and when you see an opportunity to show gratitude to others, take it!

THRIVE Grant
On March 10 and 11, Craig City School District, Community Connections and the POW Health
Network partnered to offer 2 days of professional development for their staff, the Craig Resiliency
Summit. The training focused on educator resiliency, neuroscience, adult-youth connection, and
culturally responsive strategies. It was an honor to facilitate portions of this training and is something
that I believe would be good to pursue for other school districts on POW.

This year, through the REWARD (Tlingit & Haida) and THRIVE (SISD) grants we are able to offer two
post-secondary exploration activities for students in grades 11 and 12. The first exploration will take
place next week when students visit the University of Alaska Fairbanks, Alaska Pacific University, and
the University of Anchorage. A big thank you to Laura Anania for being willing and able to travel with
the students on this exploration. The second opportunity will be the week of April 25th and include
visits to University of Washington Seattle, Western Washington University, Northwest Indian College,
and South Seattle University (career and technical ed).

Thorne Bay will be hosting our first true PHlight Club since the beginning of COVID! Students in
grades 7 through 12 have been invited to join us on May 6 & 7 for two days of fun, learning,
connecting, and planning (see info below). This event will be facilitated by Dante’ Huffine and myself.
The key to PHlight Club is increasing youth-adult relationships, if you are able, please join us for
some or all of the event!

The THRIVE grant (and other POW grants) will be offering two resilient educator professional
development opportunities in June (see info below). The first is Resilient Educators: Back to the
Future - K-12 Educators! Re-fuel your Resilience!, hosted in Anchorage on June 10 & 11. The second
is The Educator’s Confluence 2022: Are you a K-12 educator feeling a little Inside-Out? hosted in
Missoula, Montana on June 14 & 15. I’m excited to say we have people from SISD, Klawock City



School District and Craig City School District attending these trainings. We’d love to see school board
members at these events. If you are interested in attending, please let me know.

This is, technically, the last year of the THRIVE and SELECT grants on POW. There is a possibility
of being awarded a no-cost extension to these grants based on the fact that a bit of the money was
not spent due to COVID restrictions. I am in the process of grant reporting to the US DOE and will be
pursuing no-cost extensions this summer.

Since it is the last year of these grants, in partnership with Klawock City School District and
Brightways Learning, we will be submitting three new grant applications this month. The first two will
be submitted by Klawock City School District:

● SOAR - the SOAR is a career and technical education grant that would provide opportunities
for POW students to pursue certifications while still in high school

● SELECT II - the SELECT II grant would continue PHlight Camp events for youth and adults,
educator and community member professional development, and culturally responsive training
and activities.

The third grant will be submitted by SISD:
● Succeed - the Succeed grant would continue PHlight Club events for youth and adults,

educator and community member professional development, post-secondary explorations,
dual credit/credit recovery courses, and a partnership with the University of Alaska Southeast.

The writing and coordination of these grants is no simple task, they are very competitive grants, and
they benefit our island greatly!












