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The Path to ML 

Home Language 
Surveys are reviewed

Parents are notified 
that their child will 
receive screening for 
potential ML needs

WIDA screener is 
given

Parents must be notified 
within 30 days

Info  entered into 
PowerSchool/ cum file

ML groups begin

HLS 

HLS 
Verification 

Letter

Screener 
Administered

Notify Parents
Record ML 

status

Begin Services 
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How are ML students 
identified?

● Completed by 
parents during 
registration 

● If YES to either 
question- must be 
screened

● Answers not always 
truly indicative of 
language needs 

Home Language 
Survey

Team Screening 
Sweep 

WIDA 
Screener 

Some students are 
previously identified 
as ML in another 

district before 
coming to D70.  

They are 
automatically 

enrolled in the ML 
program until exit 

criteria is met. 

Previously 
Identified



The Illinois School Code and the Emergency Immigration Act, Title VI of the Education Amendments of 1984 (P.L. 98-511), states that 
each school district shall administer a home language survey to each and every student entering the district's schools for the first 
time. You are required to provide us with this information.

NOTE:
If you wish to read questions 1 and 2 in your native language, please click the following link to the Illinois State Board of Education English 
Learners Forms and Notifications page.

If the answer to either of the following two questions is "Yes," the law requires the school to assess your child's English language 
proficiency.
Other Language Spoken in Home
Is a language other than English spoken in the home? YES
If "Yes" select language from the list Spanish
Student Speak Language Other than English
Does the student speak a language other than English? (Native language) YES
If "Yes" select language from the list Spanish
Is this language used in your home daily/frequently YES
Which language does your child use most often when speaking with parents Spanish
Which language does your child use most often when speaking with Caregivers Spanish
Which language does your child use most often when speaking with siblings Spanish
Which language does your child use most often when speaking with friends Spanish

Example of Home Language Survey on PowerSchool
*If a parent answers YES to either of the 2 questions, the student is put on our screening list.

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/English-Learners-Forms-and-Notifications.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/English-Learners-Forms-and-Notifications.aspx


New this year, we sent a letter to 
parents on our screening list, to double 
check if another language is spoken at 
home/by the student. The letter also 
explained the process & reason of the 
ML screening.

Due to this letter, a lot of students who 
could have potentially been 
mis-identified as ML were avoided!
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Types of ML Programs in IL 

● Goal: bilingualism & 
biliteracy

● Can be one way 
immersion or two way 
immersion 

● Developing bilinguals 
and maintaining 
bilinguals together

Dual 
Language

● Goal: Transition to instruction 
in English 

● Initial  instruction in L1, along 
with English development. 

● Shift to English is  gradual 
● Can be full time or part time
● Used when there are 

20+ Els with SAME 
language 

Transitional 
Bilingual 

Education (TBE)

● Goal: Transition to 
instruction in English 

● Core academics are 
taught in English using 
core curriculum with 
modifications

● English Language 
instruction is provided 

Transitional 
Program of 

Instruction (TPI)



ML Services
We use a student’s most recent ACCESS score or screener 

score to determine ML service frequency.

D70 uses a TPI program D70 ML teachers created the following service level 
guidance rubric to ensure equity among buildings.  
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Parent Refusal
Parents must be notified of their student’s ML 
services within 14-30 days. 

Parents have the right to refuse ML services. 

In D70 some common reasons for parent 
refusal include: 
- Feel child not really multilingual
- Child very close to exit criteria and feel 

time better spent with peers in class
- Child receives many services and want 

more time with peers 
- Other disabilities address language 

needs (Ex: DHH, non-verbal) 
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What happens 
in ML 

instruction?
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BICS & CALP
BICS: Basic Interpersonal Communication Skills

● Used in familiar contexts, a home, on the 
playground, talking with friends about 
the weekend, surface level, here and now

● 3-5 years to develop

CALPS: Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency Skills

● more abstract, decontextualized, low frequency 
vocabulary, used to summarize a reading 
selection, write an essay and explain.

● includes specific terminology 
● Takes 5-7 years to develop
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Access Score Report

Can Do Descriptors 
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WIDA ELD Standards 

FrameworkKindergarten
1st 
Grade

2nd/3rd  
Grade

4th/5th 
Grade

6-8th 
Grade
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Teachers

Level 1 Level 4
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WIDA ACCESS 
Test



Example of a 4th & 5th Grade Writing 
Prompt on the ACCESS Test● Similar to IAR, 

ACCESS is an 
additionally 
mandated test

● Parent refusal 
students still 
have to take it

● ACCESS is a 
long & 
content-based 
test, which is 
why it is difficult



ACCESS Test Administration Times

● Each Domain 
must be given 
in one sitting
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ACCESS Score Reports
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program?

According to ISBE, in order to be considered as exited 
from ML services, a ML student must score a minimum of 

an overall composite score of 4.8 (out of 6.0) on the 
ACCESS test.

How the overall composite score is 
calculated: 

35% Reading +35% Writing 
+15% Listening +15% Speaking

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/ELPDCh8.pdf


Why We Should Celebrate When a ML 
Student Scores 4.8⇧

.׸ ACCESS is not a test that a student can study for
2. ACCESS assesses students on both social and 

academic English proficiency skills
.ي Questions on ACCESS are very content-orientated, so 

it requires students to comprehend the 
content-related text and then choose, record, or 

write their responses
4. Due to how content heavy the questions on the 

ACCESS test are, even a typical native English-only 
student, would have a difficult time achieving 4.8 or 

higher
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Progress 
Monitoring 

MLs
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Progress Monitoring

● Monthly assessments created by the 
ML team, which provides informal 
feedback

● Need for more formal & recent data: 
      LAS Links (new this year!)
➔ Formal data and detailed reports 

twice a year 
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The ML team chose LAS Links because:
● Same online platform as the ACCESS test and 

WIDA Screener
● Tests are graded by the same organization that 

grades the ACCESS test
● Tests closely resemble the format of the ACCESS 

test
● Detailed growth reports resemble official 

ACCESS test score reports 
● Assesses academic & social language
● Aligns closely with WIDA standards
● Can be used K-8

LAS Links 
(Formal Progress Monitoring Program)

https://laslinks.com/
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2024-2025 school year:
★ Administer it in the fall & spring

★ Elementary: Grades 2 & 3 (approximately 35 
students)

★ Middle School: Grades: 6 & 8 (approximately 16 
students)

LAS Links 
(Formal Progress Monitoring Program)
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(Formal Progress Monitoring Program)

● Similar to the 
ACCESS test 
score report

● Provides 
student’s 
proficiency 
levels for all 4 
Domains

● Gives more 
real-time, 
formal data
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Supporting 
the ML 

Community
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● Holiday Happenings 
Email to staff: Teaches 
about various holidays 
that our students 
celebrate. It includes 
information about the 
holiday & short video 
that teachers can show 
the class about the 
holiday.

Students
● Securing translators 

for meetings 
● Translating 

documents
● ML Parent 

Registration Night
● Parent Advisory 

Committee 

Parents
● PD at building staff 

meetings
● ML Message Emails: 

Provides various 
strategies on how to 
support MLs

● Collaboration & 
progress updates

● Modified tests/work

Staff

How Students, Parents & 
Staff Are Supported 
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Thank you for 
taking the 

time to learn 
more about 

the ML 
Program in 

D70!


