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5:330 Sick Days, Vacation, Holidays, and Leaves 

Sick DaysPRESSPlus1

Full-time educational support personnel who work at least 600 hours per year receive 10 paid sick 
leave days per year for the first three consecutive years of full-time service. Beginning the fourth year 
of service an employee receives 20 sick days a year. Part-time employees will receive prorated sick 
leave. Unused sick leave shall accumulate to a maximum of 240 days. 

Any full-time educational support personnel hired after July 1, 2007 who work at least 600 hours per 
year receive 10 paid sick leave days per year for every consecutive year of full-time service. Unused 
sick leave shall accumulate to a maximum of 240 days. This policy is the District's written plan 
allowing eligible employees to convert eligible accumulated sick leave to service credit upon a District 
employee's retirement under the Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund. 

Sick leave is defined in State law as personal illness, or as may be deemed necessary in other cases, 
mental or behavioral complications.PRESSPlus2 quarantine at home, serious illness or death in the
immediate family or household, or birth, adoption, placement for adoption, or the acceptance of a child 
in need of foster care. The Superintendent a-AEilor designee shall monitor the use of sick leave. 

As a condition for paying sick leave after three days absence for personal illness or as the Board or 
Superintendent deem necessary in other cases, the Board or Superintendent may require that the staff 
member provide a certificate from: (1) a physician licensed in Illinois to practice medicine and surgery 
in all its branches, (2) a mental health professional licensed in Illinois providing ongoing care or 
treatment to the staff member, Q�) a chiropractic physician licensed under the Medical Practice Act, 
��) a licensed advanced practice registered nurse, @4) a licensed physician assistant who has been 
delegated the authority to perform health examinations by his or her supervising physician, or@&) if 
the treatment is by prayer or spiritual means, a spiritual adviser or practitioner of the employee's faith. 
If the Board or Superintendent requires a certificate during a leave of less than three days for personal 
illness, the District shall pay the expenses incurred by the employee. 

Employees are entitled to use up to 30 days of paid sick leave because of the birth of a child that is 
not dependent on the need to recover from childbirth. Such days may be used at any time within the 
12-month period following the birth of the child. Intervening periods of nonworking days or school not
being in session, such as breaks and holidays, do not count towards the 30 working school days. As a
condition of paying sick leave beyond the 30 working school days, the Board or the Superintendent
may require medical certification.

For purposes of adoption, placement for adoption, or acceptance of a child in need of foster care, 
paid sick leave may be used for reasons related to the formal adoption or the formal foster care 
process prior to taking custody of the child or accepting the child in need of foster care, and for taking 
custody of the child or accepting the child in need to foster care. Such leave is limited to 30 days, 
unless a longer leave is provided in an applicable collective bargaining agreement, and need not be 
used consecutively once the formal adoption or foster care process is underway. The Board or 
Superintendent may require that the employee provide evidence that the formal adoption or foster 
care process is underway. 
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Family and Medical Leave Act ("FMLA') leave is normally unpaid. The Board may always designate 
an employee's qualifying leave as FMLA leave. In the case of any FMLA leave, all policies and rules 
regarding the use of paid sick leave apply when paid leave is substituted for unpaid FMLA leave. 
However, any substitution of sick leave for unpaid FMLA leave will count against the employee's 
FMLA leave entitlement. In cases of the birt� of the employee's child or the employee's adoption of a 
child, the employee may elect to substitute his/her accrued paid sick leave for unpaid FMLA leave as 
permitted by the FMLA and the Illinois School Code. Use of compensated FMLA leave shall not 
preclude the use of other applicable unpaid leave that will extend the employee's leave beyond twelve 
(12) weeks, provided that the use of FMLA leave shall not serve to extend such other unpaid leave.

Vacation 

Full-time, twelve-month employees hired on or after July 1, 2007 shall be eligible for paid vacation 
days based upon the fiscal year of July 1 to June 30 according to the following schedule: 

Length of Employment 

From initial employment To June 30 

Beginning July 1 End of year 5 

Beginning of year6 End of year 10 

Beginning of year 11 End of employment 

Monthly 
Accumulation 

0.83 Days 

1.0 Days 

1.25 Days 

1.67 Days 

Maximum Vacation LE 
Earned Per Year 

As earned up to 1 0 d 

12 Days per year 

15 Days per year 

20 Days per year 

Full-time twelve month employees hired prior to July 1, 2007 shall be eligible for paid vacation days 
according to the following schedule, except that days in the first and last year of employment shall be 
prorated: 

Length of Employment 

Initial to Year 5 

Years 6 to 10 

Year 11 and after 

Eligible Vacation Days 

10 

15 

20 

Vacation days earned in one fiscal year must be used by November 1 of the following fiscal year; they 
do not accumulate. Employees resigning or whose employment is terminated are entitled to the 
monetary equivalent of all earned vacation. 

Holidays 

Unless the District has a waiver or modification of the School Code pursuant to Section 2-3.25g or 
24-2(b) allowing it to schedule school on a legal school holiday listed below, District staff members

59 oflOl 



who are employed for twelve months shall be entitled to the following, paid holidays: 

New Year's Day 

Martin Luther King Jr.'s Birthday 

Columbus Day 

Veterans Day* 

2022 Election Day Abraham Lincoln's Birthday or President's Day 

Memorial Day 

Independence Day 

Thanksgiving Day and the Day after 

Christmas Eve 

LaborDay Christmas Day 

Juneteenth National Freedom Day New Year's Eve 

The day before Thanksgiving will be a half-day of work. *If Veterans' Day is a day of school 
attendance, then the day before Thanksgiving (if a non-attendance day for students) shall be a paid 
holiday. 

If Christmas Day and New Year's Day fall on a Saturday or Sunday, a compensatory holiday date shall 
be scheduled. 

The District may require educational support personnel to work on a school holiday during an 
emergency or for the continued operation and maintenance of facilities or property. 

Personal Leave 

Full-time educational support personnel have two paid personal leave days per year (based on a fiscal 
year of July 1 to June 30) provided, however, employees hired between January 1 and June 30 shall 
receive one day. The use of two personal days is subject to the following conditions: 

1. Except in cases of emergency or unavoidable situations, a personal leave request should be
submitted to the Building Principal 3 days before the requested date.

2. No personal leave day may be used immediately before or immediately after a holiday, or during
the first and/or last 5 days of the school year, unless the Superintendent grants prior approval.

3. Personal leave may not be used in increments of less than one-half day.

4. Personal leave is subject to any necessary replacement's availability.

5. Personal leave may not be used on an in-service training day.

6. Personal leave may not be used when the employee's absence would create an undue hardship.

7. Vacation, sick leave and personal benefits shall be prorated during the first and last years of
employment if necessary.

8. In the case of an unforeseen emergency, the Superintendent may, in his/her sole discretion,
permit an employee to use one day of sick leave for personal reasons during the school year.

Leaves for Service in the Military and General Assembly 

Educational support personnel receive military and General Assembly leaves on the same terms and 
conditions granted professional staff. 

Bereavement Leave 

Educational support personnel receive bereavement leave on the same terms and conditions granted 
professional staff. 
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School Visitation Leave 

Educational support personnel receive school visitation leave on the same terms and conditions 
granted professional staff. 

Leaves for Victims of Domestic Violence, Sexual Violence, Gender Violence, or Other Crime of 
Violence 

Educational support personnel receive a leave for victims of domestic violence, sexual violence, 
gender violence, or other crime of violence on the same terms and conditions granted professional 
staff. 

Leave to Serve as a Trustee of the Ill Municipal Retirement Fund 

Upon request, the Board will grant 20 days of paid leave of absence per year to a trustee of the Ill. 
Municipal Retirement Fund in accordance with 105 ILGS 5/24 6.3State law. 

Unexcused Absence 

An unexcused absence may be considered a breach of contract. 

FamilyG-Ri-le Bereavement LeavePRESSPlus3 

Educational support personnel receive familyel,i-JEI. bereavement leave on the same terms and 
conditions granted professional staff. 

Leave to Serve as an Election Judge 

Educational support personnel receive a leave to serve as an election judge on the same terms and 
conditions granted professional staff. 

COVID-19 Paid Administrative LeavePRESSPlus4 

Educational support personnel receive COVID-19 paid administrative leave on the same terms and 
conditions granted professional staff. 

LEGAL REF.: 

105 ILCS 5/10-20.7b, 5/24-2, and 5/24-6. 

330 ILCS 61/, Service Member Employment and Reemployment Rights Act. 

820 ILCS 147, School Visitation Rights Act. 

820 ILCS 154/, Child Bereavement Leave Act. 

820 ILCS 180/, Victims' Economic Security and Safety Act. 

School Dist 151 v. ISBE, 154 III.App.3d 375 (1st Dist. 1987); Elder v. Sch. Dist. No.127 1/2, 60 
ll1.App.2d 56 (1st Dist. 1965). 

CROSS REF.: 5:180 (Temporary Illness or Temporary Incapacity), 5:185 (Family and Medical Leave), 
5:250 (Leaves of Absence) 

ADOPTED: January 17, 2017 
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REVISED: February 19, 2018; June 17, 2019; January 21, 2020; October 19, 2020; February 16, 
2021; August 16, 2021; February 22, 2022 

PRESSPlus Comments 

PRESS Plus 1. 105 ILCS 5/24-6, amended by P.A. 102-697, requires districts to return sick leave 
used by a fully vaccinated teacher for a qualifying COVID-19 related reason during the 2021-2022 
school year, provided the teacher was "fully vaccinated against COVID-19" by 5-10-22. The law 
prohibits districts from rescinding the returned sick leave in the event the definition of "fully vaccinated 
against COVID-19" is later updated by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) or the 
Ill. Dept. of Public Health (IDPH) to include recommended booster doses. Issue 110, October 2022 

PRESS Plus 2. Updated in response to 105 ILCS 5/24-6, amended by P.A. 102-866. Issue 110, 

October 2022 

PRESSPlus 3. Updated in response to the� Bereavement Act, 820 ILCS 154/, amended 
by P.A. 102-1050, eff. 1-1-23. Issue 110, October 2022 

PRESS Plus 4. Required by 105 ILCS 5/10-20.83 (final citation pending), added by P.A. 102-
697. Issue 110, October 2022
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Section 6 - INSTRUCTION 

6: 15 School Accountability 

The Board of Education gives priority in the allocation of resources, including funds, time, personnel, 
and facilities, to ensure the transmission of knowledge and culture through which students learn in 
areas necessary to their continuing development and entry into the world of work. 

Quality Assurance 

The Board continuously monitors student achievement and the quality of the District's work. The � �Superintendent shall supervise the following quality assurance components, in accordance with SttHS-
Cn-le � and Ill. State Board of Education (ISBE) rules, and continuously keep the Board informed: 

�� � 
1. Preparing�ach school's aflRYal.recognition applioatiao and quality assurance appmis�. � ..L;::J;..._1 whether internal or external, �o assess each school's continuous school improvement.
2. Continuously assess the District's and each school's overall performance in terms of both

academic success and equity. This includes, without limitation, a thorough analysis of ISBE's
• balanced accountability measure and each school's MtJltiP.le Mom,blro-lt=1�d oorresponeJ+ng- . 

. ·-AAnual Measurable Objective pro\lid9':I by ISBE. � t,,.......f � '�I� 
�

�
- Proparin9 • S'1hool report oars, and presenting it at a regular Board meeting, and disseminating �

..J-iJ¥( � it as provided in State law. •
11.(... � 

� � 4. In accordance with 105 ILCS 5/2-3.153, annually administer a climate survey on the instructional
environment within the school to, at minimum, students in grades 4 through 8 and teachers. 

Student Achievement Accountability Plan 

The Student Achievement Accountability Plan charts a course for District-wide and building level 
accountability by identifying specific goals for the improvement of K-8 student achievement. The Plan 
is a local tool developed in District 90 which represents an additional process of assessment and 
evaluation in a community already committed to the highest standards of educational excellence. 

The Superintendent shall make regular assessment reports to the Board, including projections 
whether the District and each school is or will be making adequate�y progress as defined ifl State � -, f'(J £
law. The Superintende.nt shall seek Board approval for each District tnd/or school improvement plan 
and otherwise when necessary or advisable. • 

� 
• 

LEGAL REF.: 

105 ILCS 5/2-3.25, 5/2-3.25a, 5/2-3.25b, 5/2-3.25c, 5/2-3.25d-5, 5/2-3.25e-5, 5/2-3.25f, 5/2-3.25f-5, 
5/2-3.63, 5/2-3.64a-5, 5/2-3.153, 5/10-17a, 5/10-21.3a, and 5/27-1. 

23 111.Admin.Code Part 1, SubpartA: Recognition Requirements. 

CROSS REF.: 6:170 (Title 1 Programs), 6:340 (Student Testing and Assessment Program), 7:10 
(Equal Educational Opportunities) 

Adopted: February 22, 2022 

River Forest Public Schools District 90 

6:15 
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RIVER FOREST SOOOL DISTRICT 90 \ Section 6 - INSTRLCTION \ 

Document Status: Draft Update 

6:20 School Year Calendar and Day 

School Calendar 

The Board of Education, upon the Superintendent's recommendation and subject to State regulations, 
annually establishes the dates for opening and closing classes, teacher institutes and in-services, the 
length and dates of vacations, and the days designated as legal school holidays. The school calendar 
shall have a minimum of 185 days to ensure 176 days of actual student attendance. 

Commemorative Holidays 

The teachers and students shall devote a portion of the school day on each commemorative holiday 
designated in the School Code to study and honor the commemorated person or occasion. The Board 
of Education may, from time to time, designate a regular school day as a commemorative holiday. 

School Day 

The Board of,Education establishes the length of the school day with the recommendation of the 
Superintendent and subject to State law requirements. The Superintendent or designee shall ensure 
observances required by State law are followed during each day of school attendance. 

LEGAL REF.: 

105 ILCS 5/10-19, 5/10-19.05, 5/10-20.56, 5/10-2.Q4.46, 5/10-30, 5/18-12, 5/18-12.5, 5/24-2, 5/27-3, 

5/27-18, 5/27-19, 5/27-20, 5/27-20.1, and 5/27-20.2, and 2011.PRESSPlus1

10 ILCS 5/11-4.1, Election Code. 

5 ILCS 490/, State Commemorative Dates Act. 

23 111.Admin.Code §1.420(f). 

Metzl v. Leininger, 850 F.Supp. 740 (N.D. 111. 1994), affdby57 F.3d 618 (7th Cir. 1995). 

CROSS REF.: 2:20 (Powers and Duties of the Board of Education; Indemnification), 4:180 
(Pandemic Preparedness; Management; and Recovery), 5:200 (Terms and Conditions of 
Employment and Dismissal), 5:330 (Sick Days, Vacation, Holidays, and Leaves), 6:60 (Curriculum 
Content), 6:70 (Teaching About Religions), 7:90 (Release During School Hours) 

PRESSPlus Comments 

PRESS Plus 1. The Legal References are updated. Issue 110, October 2022 
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Section 6 - INSTRUCTION 

6:50 School Wellness 

Student wellness, including good nutrition and physical activity, shall be promoted in the District's 
educational program, school-based activities, and meal programs. 

The Superintendent will ensure: 

1. Each school building complies with this policy;

2. The policy is available to the community on an annual basis through copies of or online access
to the Board Policy Manual; and

3. The community is informed about the progress of this policy's implementation.

Goals for Nutrition Education and Nutrition Promotion 

The goals for addressing nutrition education and nutrition promotion include the following: 

• Schools will support and promote sound nutrition for students.

• Schools will foster the positive relationship between sound nutrition, physical activity, and the
capacity of students to develop and learn.

• Nutrition education will be part of the District's comprehensive health education curriculum. See

Board policy 6:60, Curriculum Content.

Goals for Physical Activity 

The goals for addressing physical activity include the following: 

• Schools will support and promote an active lifestyle for students.

• Physical education will be taught in all grades and shall include a developmentally planned and
sequential curriculum that fosters the development of movement skills, enhances health-related
fitness, increases students' knowledge, offers direct opportunities to learn how to work
cooperatively in a group setting, and encourages healthy habits and attitudes for a healthy

lifestyle. See policies 6:60, Curriculum Content and 7:260, Exemption from Physical
Education.

• During the school day, all students will be required to engage in equivalent minutes to a daily

physical education course, unless otherwise exempted. See policies 6:60, Curriculum Content
and 7:260, Exemption from Physical Education.

• The curriculum will be consistent with and incorporate relevant Illinois Leaming Standards for
Physical Development and Health as established by the Ill. State Board of Education (ISBE).

Nutrition Guidelines for Foods Available During the School Day: Marketing Prohibited 

Students will be offered and schools will promote nutritious food and beverage choices during the 

school day that are consistent with Board policy 4:120, Food Services (requiring compliance with the 

nutrition standards specified in the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture's (USDA) Smart Snacks rules). 
6:50 
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In addition, in order to promote student health and reduce childhood obesity, the Superintendent or 
designee shall: 

1. Restrict the sale of competitive foods, as defined by the USDA, in the food service areas during
meal periods;

2. Comply with all lSBE rules; and

3. Prohibit marketing during the school day of foods and beverages that do not meet the standards

listed in Board policy4:120, Food Services, i.e., in-school marketing offood and beverage

items must meet competitive foods standards.

Competitive foods standards do not apply to foods and beverages available, but not sold in school 
during the school day; e.g., brown bag lunches, foods for classroom parties, school celebrations, and 
reward incentives. 

Exempted Fundraising Day (EFD) Requests 

All food and beverages sold to students on the school campuses of participating schools during the 
school day must comply with the "general nutrition standards for competitive foods" specified in 
federal law. 

ISBE rules prohibit EFDs for grades 8 and below in participating schools. 

Guidelines for Reimbursable School Meals 

Reimbursable school meals served shall meet, at a minimum, the nutrition requirements and 
regulations for the National School Lunch Program and/or School Breakfast Program. 

Monitoring 

At least every three years, the Superintendent shall provide implementation data and/or reports to the 
Board concerning this policy's implementation sufficient to allow the Board to monitor and adjust the 
policy (a triennial report). This triennial report must include without limitation each of the following: 

• An assessment of the District's implementation of the policy

• The extent to which schools in the District are in compliance with the policy

• The extent to which the policy compares to model local school wellness policies

• A description of the progress made in attaining the goals of the policy

• How the District will make the results of the assessment available to the public

• Where the District will retain records of the assessment

The Board will monitor and adjust the policy pursuant to policy 2:240, Board Policy Development. 

Community Involvement 

The Board and Superintendent will actively invite suggestions and comments concerning the 
development, implementation, periodic reviews, and updates of the school wellness policy from 
parents, students, representatives of the school food authority, teachers of physical education, school 
health professionals, the board of Education, school administrators, and the community. Community 

involvement methods shall align their suggestions and comments to policy 2:140, Communications 
To and From the Board and/or the Community Engagement subhead in policy 8:1 0, Connection 

wth the Community. 

6:50 
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Record keeping 

The Superintendent shall retain records to document compliance with this policy, the District's records 
retention protocols, and the Local Records Act. 

LEGAL REF.: 

Pub. L. 108-265, Sec. 204, Child Nutrition and WIC Reauthorization Act of 2004. 

42 U.S.C. §1771 et seq., Child Nutrition Act of 1966. 

42 U.S.C. §1751 etseg., National School Lunch Act. 

42 U.S.C. §1758b, Pub. L.111-296, Healthy, Hunger-Free KidsAct of 2010. 

42 U.S.C. §1779, as implemented by 7 C.F.R. §§210.11 and 210.31. 

50 ILCS 205/
.,_ Local Records Act. 

105 ILCS 5/2-3.139 and 5/2-3.189_PRESSPlus1

23 111.Admin.Code Part 305, Food Program. 

ISBE's Schoo/ Wellness Policy G oal, adopted Oct. 2007. 

CROSS REF.: 2:140 (Communications To and From the Board), 2:150 (Committees), 2:240 (Board 
Policy Development), 4:120 (Food Services), 5:100 (Staff Development Program), 6:60 (Curriculum 
Content), 7:260 (Exemption from Physical Education), 8:10 (Connection with the Community) 

Adopted: February 22, 2022 

PRESSPlus Comments 

PRESS Plus 1. The Legal References are updated. Issue 110, October 2022 
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RIVER FOREST Sa-oot.. DISTRICT 90\ Section 6- INSTRI..CTION\ 
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6:60 Curriculum Content 

The curriculum shall contain instruction on subjects required by State statute or regulation as follows: 

1. In kindergarten through grade 8, subjects include: (a) language arts, (b) reading, (c) other
communication skills, (d} science, (e) mathematics, (f) social studies, (g) art, (h) music, and (i)
drug and substance abuse prevention including the dangers of opioid abuse. A reading
opportunity of 60 minutes per day will be promoted for all students in kindergarten through grade
3 whose reading levels are one grade level or more lower than their current grade level. Daily
time of at least 30 minutes (with a minimum of at least 15 consecutive minutes if divided) will be
provided for supervised, unstructured, child-directed play for all students in kindergarten through
grade 5. Before the completion of grade 5, students will be offered at least one unit of cursive
instruction. In grades 6, 7, or 8, students must receive at least one semester of civics education
in accordance with Illinois Learning Standards for social science.

2. In grades 7 and 8 as well as in interscholastic athletic programs, steroid abuse prevention.

3. In kindergarten through grade 8, provided it can be funded by private grants or the federal
government, violence prevention and conflict resolution including: (a) causes of conflict, (b)
consequences of violent behavior, (c) non-violent resolution, and (d) relationships between
drugs, alcohol, and violence. In addition, anti-bias education and intergroup conflict resolution
may be taught as an effective method for preventing violence and lessening tensions in schools;
these prevention methods are most effective when they are respectful of individuals and their
divergent viewpoints and religious beliefs, which are protected by the First Amendment to the
Constitution of the United States.

4. In grades kindergarten through 8, age-appropriate Internet safety must be taught, the scope of
which shall be determined by the Superintendent or designee. The curriculum must incorporate

policy 6:235, Access to Electronic NeMOrks and, at a minimum, include: (a) education about

appropriate online behavior, (b) interacting with other individuals on social networking websites
and in chat rooms, and (c) cyberbullying awareness and response.

5. In all grades, students must receive developmentally appropriate opportunities to gain computer
literacy skills that are embedded in the curriculum.

6. In all grades, character education must be taught including respect, responsibility, fairness,
caring, trustworthiness, and citizenship in order to raise students' honesty, kindness, justice,
discipline, respect for others, and moral courage. Instruction in all grades will include examples

of behaviors that violate policy 7:180, Prevention of and Response to Bullying, Intimidation,

and Harassment.

7. In all schools, citizenship values including: (a) American patriotism, (b) principles of
representative government (the American Declaration of Independence, the Constitution of the
United States of America and the Constitution of the State of Illinois), (c) proper use and display
of the American flag, (d) the Pledge of Allegiance, and (e) the voting process.

8. In all grades, physical education must be taught including a developmentally planned and
sequential curriculum that fosters the development of movement skills, enhances health-related
fitness, increases students' knowledge, offers opportunities to learn how to work cooperatively in
a group setting, and encourages healthy habits and attitudes for a healthy lifestyle. Unless
otherwise exempted, all students are required to engage in a physical education course with
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such frequency as determined by the Board after recommendation from the Superintendent, but 
at a minimum of three days per five-day week. For exemptions and substitutions, see policy 

7:260, Exemption from Physical Education. 

9. In all schools, health education must be stressed, including: (a) proper nutrition, {b) physical
fitness, (c) components necessary to develop a sound mind in a healthy body, (d) dangers and

avoidance of abduction, and (e) age-appropriate and evidence-informed sexual abuse and
assault awareness and prevention education in all grades. The Superintendent shall implement
a comprehensive health education program in accordance with State law, including a personal
health and safety and sexual health education program (National Sex Education Standards)

pursuant to 105 ILCS 5/27-9.1a.

10. In all schools, career/vocational education must be taught, including: (a) the importance of work,
(b) the development of basic skills to enter the world of work and/or continue formal education,
(c) good work habits and values, (d) the relationship between learning and work, and (e) if
possible, a student work program that provides the student with work experience as an
extension of the regular classroom. A career awareness and exploration program must be
available at all grade levels.

11. In all schools, conservation of natural resources including: (a) home ecology, {b) endangered

species, (c) threats to the environment, and {d) the importance of the environment to life as we
know it.

12. In all schools, United States (U.S.) history must be taught, including: (a) the principles of
representative government, (b) the Constitutions of the U.S. and Illinois, (c) the role of the U.S. in
world affairs, (d) the role of labor unions, (e) the role and contributions of ethnic groups, including
but not limited to, African Americans, Albanians, Asian Americans, Bohemians, Czechs, French,
Germans, Hispanics (including the events related to the forceful removal and illegal deportation
of Mexican-American U.S. citizens during the Great Depression), Hungarians, Irish, Italians,

Lithuanians, Polish, Russians, Scots, and Slovakians in the history of this country and State, (f) a
study of the roles and contributions of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender {LGBT) people in
the history of the U.S. and Illinois, (g) Illinois history, and (h) the contributions made to society by
Americans of different faith practices, including, but not limited to, Muslim Americans, Jewish
Americans, Christian Americans, Hindu Americans, Sikh Americans, Buddhist Americans, and
any other collective community of faith that has shaped America.

In addition, all schools shall hold an educational program on the United States Constitution on 
Constitution Day, each September 17, commemorating the September 17, 1787 signing of the 
Constitution. However, when September 17 falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or holiday, Constitution 
Day shall be held during the preceding or following week. 

13. In grade 7 courses concerning U.S. history or a combination of U.S. history and American
government, students must view a Congressional Medal of Honor film made by the
Congressional Medal of Honor Foundation, provided there is no cost for the film.

14. In all schools, the curriculum includes instruction as determined by the Superintendent or

designee on the Holocaust and crimes of genocide, including Nazi atrocities of 1933-1945,
Armenian Genocide, the Famine-Genocide in Ukraine, and more recent atrocities in Cambodia,
Bosnia, Rwanda, and Sudan.

15. In all schools, the curriculum includes instruction as determined by the Superintendent or
designee on the history, struggles, and contributions of women.

16. In all schools, the curriculum includes instruction as determined by the Superintendent or
designee on Black History, including the history of the pre-enslavement of Black people from

3,000 BCE to AD 1619, the African slave trade, slavery in America, the study of the reasons why
Black people came to be enslaved, the vestiges of slavery in this country, the study of the
American civil rights renaissance, as well as the struggles and contributions of African-
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Americans. 
17. In all schools, instruction during courses as determined by the Superintendent or designee on

disability history, awareness, and the disability rights movement.
18. Beginning in the fall of 2022, in all schools, instruction as determined by the Superintendent or

designee on the events of Asian American history, including the history of Asian Americans in
Illinois and the Midwest, as well as the contributions of Asian Americans toward advancing civil
rights from the 19th century onward, which must include the contributions made by individual
Asian Americans in government and the arts, humanities, and sciences, as well as the
contributions of Asian American communities to the economic, cultural, social, and political
development of the United States.

19. In kindergarten through grade 8, education must be available to students concerning effective
methods of preventing and avoiding traffic injuries related to walking and bicycling.

LEGAL REF.: 

Pub. L. No. 108-447, Section 111 of Division J, Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2005. 

Pub. L. No. 110-385, Title 11, 122 stat. 4096 (2008), Protecting Children in the 21st Century Act. 

47 C.F.R. §54.520. 

5 ILCS 465/3 and 465/3a. 

20 ILCS 2605/2605-480. 

105 ILCS 5/2-3.80(e) and (f), 5/10-20.-73-79(final eitation pending), 5/10-23.13, 5/27-3, 5/27-3.5, 5/27-
5, 5/27-6, 5/27-6.5, 5/27-7, 5/27-12, 5/27-12.1, 5/27-13.1, 5/27-13.2, 5/27-20.08, 5/27-20.3, 5/27-
20.4, 5/27-20.5, 5/27-20.7, 5/27-20.8, 5/27-21, 5/27-22, 5/27-23.3, 5/27-23.4, 5/27-23.7, 5/27-23.8, 
5/27-23.10, 5/27-23.11, 5/27-23.15, 5/27-23.16. 5/27-24.1, and 5/27-24.2_PRESSPlus1 105 ILCS
110/3, Comprehensive Health Education Program. 

105 ILCS 435/, Vocational Education Act. 

625 ILCS 5/6-408.5, Ill. Vehicle Code. 

23 111.Admin.Code §§1.420, 1.425. 1.430, and 1.440. 

CROSS REF.: 4:165 (Awareness and Prevention of Child Sex Abuse and Grooming Behaviors), 6:20 
(School Year Calendar and Day), 6:40 (Curriculum Development), 6:70 (Teaching About Religions), 
6:235 (Access to Electronic Networks), 7:180 (Prevention of and Response to Bullying, Intimidation, 
and Harassment), 7:185 (Teen Dating Violence Prohibited), 7:190 (Student Discipline); 7:260 
(Exemption from Physical Education) 

PRESSPlus Comments 

PRESS Plus 1. The Legal References are updated. Issue 110, October 2022
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Document Status: Draft Update 

6:65 Student Social and Emotional Development 

Social and emotional learning (SEL) is defined as the process through which students enhance their 
ability to integrate thinking, feeling, and behaving to achieve important life tasks. Students competent 
in SEL are able to recognize and manage their emotions, establish healthy relationships, set positive 
goals, meet personal and social needs, and make responsible and ethical decisions. 

The Superintendent shall incorporate SEL into the District's curriculum and other educational 
programs consistent with the District's mission and the goals and benchmarks of the Ill. Learning 
Standards. The Ill. Learning Standards include three goals for students: 

1. Develop self-awareness and self-management skills to achieve school and life success.
2. Use social-awareness and interpersonal skills to establish and maintain positive relationships.
3. Demonstrate decision-making skills and responsible behaviors in personal, school, and

community contexts.

LEGAL REF.: 

Children's Mental Health Act of 2003, 405 ILCS 49/_PRESSPlus1 

CROSS REF.: 1 :30, (School District Philosophy), 6:10 (Educational Philosophy and Objectives), 6:40 
(Curriculum Development), 6:60 (Curriculum Content), 6:270 (Guidance and Counseling Program), 
7:100 (Health, Eye, and Dental Examinations; Immunizations; and Exclusion of Students), 7:180 
(Prevention of and Response to Bullying, Intimidation, and Harassment), 7:250 (Student Support 
Services) 

PRESSPlus Comments 

PRESS Plus 1. The Legal References are updated. Issue 110, October 2022
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Document Status: Review and Monitoring 

6: 130 Program for the Gifted 

To the extent possible within the resources available, all gifted and talented students shall have an 
opportunity to participate in appropriate educational programs_PRESSPlus1

The Superintendent or designee shall implement an education program for gifted and talented 
learners that will challenge and motivate academically advanced learners and engage them in 
appropriately differentiated learning experiences to develop their unique abilities. tf the State 
Superintendent of Education issues a Request for Proposals because sufficient State funding is 
available to support local programs of gifted education, the Superintendent or designee shall inform 
the Board concerning the feasibility and advisability of developing a "plan for gifted education" that 
would qualify for State funding. 

The Board will monitor this program's performance by meeting periodically with the Superintendent or 
designee to determine and/or review the indicators and data that evidence whether the educational 
program for gifted and talented learners is accomplishing its goals and objectives and is otherwise in 
compliance with this policy. 

LEGAL REF.: 

105 ILCS 5/14A. 

23 111.Admin.Code Part 227. 

CROSS REF.: 6:135 (Accelerated Placement Program) 

AuOtJfED. l'vlay 16, 2016 

PRESSPlus Comments 

PRESS Plus 1. This policy is suggested to be reviewed by the Board. According to policy 2:240, 
Board Policy Development, "[t]he Board will periodically review its policies for relevancy, monitor its 
policies for effectiveness, and consider whether any modifications are required." IASB suggests that 
each policy in the Board's policy manual be reviewed at a minimum of every five years. As part of the 
review, the Board may choose to: 

• Compare the adopted version to the current PRESS sample (available at PRESS Online by
logging in at www.iasb.com), discussing any differences and/or options noted in the footnotes to
determine whether local changes are necessary

• Update the policy language due to changes in local conditions
• Make no changes, but update the adoption date to reflect that the policy has been reviewed and

re-adopted

Issue 110, October2022 
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update date 

6:220 Instructional Materials Selection and Adoption 

Textbooks and instructional materials, both print and non-print, shall be selected based upon their 

quality and educational value_PRESSPlus1

the School Code governs the adoption and purchase of textbooks and instructional materials. Under 
the Board of Education governance, the Superintendent shall approve the selection of all textbooks 
and instructional materials. 

LEGAL REF.: 

105 ILCS 5/10-20.8 and 5/28-1 et seq. 

CROSS REF.: 6:210 {Instructional Materials), 6:260 (Complaints About Curriculum, Instructional 
Materials, and Programs), 7:10 (Equal Educational Opportunities), 7:180 (Prevention of and 
Response to Bullying, Intimidation, and Harassment), 8:110 (Public Complaints) 

PRESSPlus Comments 

PRESS Plus 1. This policy's contents are covered under policy 6:210, Instructional Materials. Issue 

108, November 2021 
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Document Status: Draft Update 

6:250 Community Resource Persons and Volunteers 

The Board of Education encourages the use of volunteers to: (1) assist in the differentiation of student 
instruction; (2) provide enrichment experiences for students; (3) increase the effective utilization of 
staff time and skills; (4) give more individual attention to students; and (5) promote greater community 
involvement. 

Volunteers may be used: 

1. For non-teaching duties not requiring instructional judgment or evaluation of students;
2. For supervising other non-instructional student activities as appropriate;

3. To assist with academic programs under a certificated licensedPRESSPlus1 teacher's immediate
supervision;

4. To assist in times of violence or other traumatic incidents within the District by providing crisis
intervention services to lessen the effects of emotional trauma on staff, students, and the
community, provided the volunteer meets the qualifications established by the Ill. School Crisis
Assistance Team Steering Committee;

5. As a guest lecturer or resource person under a certifieated licensed teacher's direction and with
the administration's approval;

6. As supervisors, chaperones, or sponsors for non-academic school activities; or
7. For other purposes established by the Superintendent.

The Superintendent shall follow Board policy 4:175, Convicted Child Sex Offender; Screening; 

Notifications, to establish procedures for securing and screening resource persons and volunteers. A 
person who is a sex offender, as defined by the Sex Offender Registration Act, or a violent offender 
against youth, as defined in the Murderer and Violent Offender Against Youth Registration Act, is 
prohibited from being a resource person or volunteer. All volunteer coaches must comply with the 
requirement to report hazing in policy 5:90, Abused and Neglected Child Reporting.

LEGAL REF.: 

105 ILCS 5/10-22.34, 5/10-22.34a, and 5/10-22.34b. 

720 ILCS 5/12C-50.1, Failure to Report Hazing. 

730 ILCS 150/1 et seq., Sex Offender Registration Act. 

730 ILCS 152/101 et seq., Sex Offender Community Notification Law. 

730 ILCS 154/75 et seq., Murderer and Violent Offender Against Youth Community Notification Law. 

730 ILCS 154/101 et seq., Murderer and Violent Offender Against Youth Registration Act. 

CROSS REF.: 4:170 (Safety), 4:175 (Convicted Child Sex Offender; Screening; Notifications), 5:90 
(Abused and Neglected Child Reporting), 5:280 (Duties and Qualifications), 8:30 (Conduct on School 
Property) 8:95 (Parental Involvement) 
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PRESSPlus Comments 

PRESS Plus 1. Updated throughout in response to 105 ILCS 5/10-22.34, 5/10-22.34a, and 5/10-
22 .34b, amended by P.A. 102-894. Issue 110, October 2022 
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Document Status: Draft Update 

6:260 Complaints About Curriculum, Instructional Materials, and Programs 

Parents/guardians have the right to inspect any instructional material used as part of their child's 
educational curriculum pursuant to Board of Education policy 7:15, Student and Family Privacy

Rights. 

Pe:=sBnSParents/guardians. employees. and community membersPRESSPlus1 who believe that 
curriculum, instructional materials, or programs violate rights guaranteed by any law or Board policy 
-!;-l=lealemayfile a complaint using Board policy 2:260, Uniform Grievance Procedure.

-PersensParents/guardians. employees. and community members with.:a-» other suggestions or 
complaints about curriculum, instructional materials, or programs should complete atmffffli. �'ffl-o--­
Ol3jee#eFJ ffa,m,.A parent/guardian may request that his/her child be exempt from using a particular
instructional material or program by completing a • • • :1. 

. The Superintendent or 
desi nee shall establish criteria for the review of ob·ections and infi rm the arent/ uardian em lo ee 
or community member. as applicable. of the District's decision.P SSPlus2 

LEGAL REF.: 
� 

. 
20 U.S.C. §1232h, Protection of Pupil Rights Amendment. 

'6 �,/r-)-1�CROSS REF.: 2:260 (Uniform Grievance Procedure). 7:15 {Student and Family Privacy Rights), 
£:,.,..___: _ _ I 8:110 (Public Suggestions and Cqncerns) -�

PRESSPlus Comments 

PRESS Plus 1. Updated to limit the scope of complainants in this policy to parents/guardians, 
employees, and community members in alignment with sample PRESS policy 2:260, Uniform

Grievance Procedure. Issue 110, October 2022 

PRESS Plus 2. Optional sentence; updated in response to PRESS Advisory Board (PAB) member 
feedback regarding the need for districts to have processes in place to address an increasing number 
of curriculum objections. It strengthens the policy's connection to IASB's Foundational Principles of

Effective Governance. See www.iasb.com/conference-training-and-events/training/training­
resources/foundational-principles-of-effective-govemance. For criteria that can be used in reviewing 
curriculum objections, see sample administrative procedure, 6:260-AP, Responding to Complaints

About Cuniculum, Instructional Materials, and Programs, available at PRESS Online by logging in at 
www.iasb.com. Issue 110, October 2022 
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6:260 AP El 

-------

Name: 
Address: 
Phone: 

RIVER FOREST DISTRICT 90 
Request for Reconsideration of Instructional Materials or Equipment 

___________________ Date: __________ _ 
________________ City: _____ _ Zip Code: ___ _ 

Email: 
----------- -------------------

Representation: __ Student __ Parent ___ Organization/Group ___ Community Member 
Otl1er __________________________ _ 

School: ________ Subject Area: ________ Teacher Name: ______ _ 

Type of Material/Equipment (Book, Video, etc.): 

Title or Name of Material/Equipment: ______________________ _ 

Author/Publisher (if applicable): _______________________ _ 

1. How did you become aware of the item? ____________________ _

2. Did you personally view or review the item in question? ______________ _

3. Describe the reason for your objection. Please be specific and cite specific examples. ____ _

4. What is your interpretation of the teacher or instructor's purpose for using this material, and what
do you believe is the theme or purpose of this material? _______________ _

5. What is your recmmnendation in terms of the use of the material or equipment?
____ Do not assign or reco1mnend it to my child ___ Withdraw use from all individuals
____ Ask for reevaluation by the staff ___ Other (please respond below)

6. In its place, what materials of similar value do you suggest to meet the intended instructional
objective? _______________________________ _

�evised: October 13, 2022 
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Section 6 - INSTRUCTION 

6:270 Guidance PFegraM � >� W U'\Ji... 

The School District shall provide )(guidance-13FB�Feffl for stude . The Superintendent or designee 
shall direct the District's guidance

�
chool�dance services, as described by State law,

may be performed by a qualified eciali�r any certificated staff member_PRESSPlus1

LEGALREF:: � � � ,,,.n-J.,,_ 
105 ILCS 5/10-22.24a and 5/10-22.24b. � 
23 111.Admin.Code §1.420(q). 

CROSS REF.: 7:100 (Health, Eye, and Dental Examinations, Immunizations, and Exclusion of 
Students, 7:250 (Student Support Services), 7:290 (Suicide and Depression Awareness and 
Prevention) 

ADOPTED: MaFOh ·19, 2007 

PRESSPlus Comments 

PRESS Plus 1. This policy is suggested to be reviewed by the Board. According to policy 2:240, 
Board Policy Development, "[t]he Board will periodically review its policies for relevancy, monitor its 
policies for effectiveness, and consider whether any modifications are required." IASB suggests that 
each policy in the Board's policy manual be reviewed at a minimum of every five years. As part of the 
review, the Board may choose to: 

• Compare the adopted version to the current PRESS sample (available at PRESS Online by
logging in at www.iasb.com), discussing any differences and/or options noted in the footnotes to
determine whether local changes are necessary

• Update the policy language due to changes in local conditions
• Make no changes, but update the adoption date to reflect that the policy has been reviewed and

re-adopted

Issue 110, October 2022 
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Document Status: Draft Update 

6: 340 Student Testing and Assessment Program 

The District student assessment program provides information for determining individual student 
achievement and instructional needs, curriculum and instruction effectiveness, and school 
performance measured against District student learning objectives and statewide norms. 

The Superintendent or designee shall manage the student assessment program that, at a minimum:. 

1. Administers to students all standardized assessments required by the Ill. State Board of
Education (ISBE) and/or any other appropriate assessment methods and instruments, including
norm and criterion-referenced achievement tests, aptitude tests, proficiency tests, and teacher­
developed tests.

2. Informs students of the timelines and procedures applicable to their participation in every State
assessment.

3. Provides each student's parents/guardians with the results or scores of each State
assessment. See policy 6:280, Grading and Promotion.

4. Utilizes professional testing practices.

Overall student assessment data on tests required by State law will be aggregated by the District and 
reported, along with other information, on the District's annual report card. All reliable assessments 
administered by the District and scored by entities outside of the District must be (1) reported to ISBE 

on its form by the 30th day of each school year, and (2) made publicly available to parents/guardians
of students. Board policy 7:340, Student Records, and its implementing procedures govern 
recordkeeping and access issues. 

LEGAL REF.: 

20 U.S.C. §1232g, Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act. 

105 ILCS 10/, Illinois School Student Records Act. 

105 ILCS 5/2-3.63, 5/2-3.64a-5, 5/2-3.64a-10, 5/2-3.64a-15. 5/2-3.107, 5/2-3.153, 5/10-17a, 5/22-82, 

and 5127_1 _PRESSPlus1

23 Ill. Admin. Code §§.1.30(b) and -§-375.10. 

CROSS REF.: 6:15 (School Accountability), 6:280 (Grading and Promotion), 7:340 (Student Records) 

PRESSPlus Comments 

PRESS Plus 1. The Legal References are updated. Issue 110, October 2022 

74 oflOl 



RIVER FOREST SCHOOL DISTRICT 90 \ Section 7 - STUDENTS\ 

Document Status: Draft Update 

Section 7 - STUDENTS 

7:50 School .Admissions and Student Transfers To and From Non-District 

Schools 

To be eligible for admission, a child must be 5 years old on or before 
September 1 of the applicable school term. Based upon an assessment of a 
child's readiness to attend school, the District may permit him or her to attend 
school prior to these dates. A child will also be allowed to attend first grade 
based upon an assessment of his or her readiness if he or she attended a non­
public preschool, continued his or her education at that school through 
kindergarten, was taught in kindergarten by an appropriately licensed teacher, 
and will be 6 years old on or before December 31 . A child with exceptional 
needs who qualifies for special education services is eligible for admission at 3 
years of age. Early entrance to kindergarten or first grade may also be 
available through Board policy 6: 135, Accelerated Placement Program. 

A child who had not attained the age of six (6) years on or before the standard 
entrance age of the current school year (before September 1 ), even though 
he/she has attended the District's kindergarten program, an out-of-district public 
kindergarten or an approved out-of-District private kindergarten, must be 
assessed by the Superintendent or designee to determine the child's readiness 
to attend first grade which shall include, unless waived by the Superintendent or 
designee, a trial period in the District's kindergarten program of not more than 
six (6) weeks. After such assessment by the Superintendent or designee, the 
child may be placed in the first grade at the discretion of the Superintendent or 
designee, if in his/her opinion, the age, maturity, and achievement of the child 
warrants such placement. 

Effective July, 2019, a child who is 6 years old on or before September 1 of the 
current school year must attend first grade, unless the child's IEP team or 
Section 504 team determines a different grade placement. Parents/guardians 
may request that a child attend the District's kindergarten program even though 
the child is required to attend first grade based on his/her age. The 
Superintendent or designee shall assess the child's academic and 

7:50 
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developmental levels and take into consideration whether the child attended the 
District's kindergarten program, and out-of-District public kindergarten or a 
private kindergarten program. The Superintendent or designee may require the 
child attend a trial period in the first grade for a period of not more than six (6) 
weeks as part of the assessment. The Superintendent or designee will make 
the final decision concerning appropriate grade level for the child. 

Nothing in this Policy prohibits an accelerated placement of a child as provided 
in this Policy. 

Admission Procedure 

All students must register for school each year on the dates and at the place 
designated by the Superintendent. 

Parents/guardians of students enrolling in the District for the first time must 
present: 

1. An original birth certificate or a certified copy of the student's birth
certificate. If a birth certificate is not presented, the Superintendent or
designee shall notify in writing the person enrolling the student that within
30 days he or she must provide a certified copy of the student's birth
certificate. A student will be enrolled without a birth certificate. When a
certified copy of the birth certificate is presented, the school shall promptly
make a copy for its records, place the copy in the student's permanent
record, and return the certified copy to the person enrolling the child. If a
person enrolling a student fails to provide a certified copy of the student's
birth certificate, the Building Principal shall notify the local law enforcement
agency and shall also notify the person enrolling the student in writing that,
unless he or she complies within 10 days, the case shall be referred to the
local law enforcement authority for investigation. If compliance is not
obtained within that 10-day period, the Principal shall so refer the
case. The Principal shall immediately report to the local law enforcement
authority any material received pursuant to this paragraph that appears
inaccurate or suspicious in form or content.

2. Proof of residence, as required by Board policy 7:60, Residence.

3. Proof of disease immunization or detection and the required physical
examination, as required by State law and Board policy 7:100, Health, Eye,

and Dental Examinations, Immunizations, and Exclusion of Students.

The district allows a dependent of United States military personnel who is 
housed in temporary housing located outside of the district to enroll if the 

7:50 

2of4 



dependent will be living within the district within 6 months after the time of initial 
enrollment and the military personnel seeking to enroll the dependent under this 
exception provides proof that the dependent will be living within the boundaries 
of the district within 6 months. The individual enrolling a student shall be given 
the opportunity to voluntarily state whether the student has a parent or guardian 
who is a member of a branch of the U.S. Armed Forces and who is either 
deployed to active duty or expects to be deployed to active duty during the 
school year. Students who are children of active duty military personnel 
transferring will be allowed to enter: (a) the same grade level in which they 
studied at the school from which they transferred, if the transfer occurs during 
the District's school year, or (b) the grade level following the last grade 
completed. 

Homeless Children 

Any homeless child shall be immediately admitted, even if the child or child's 
parent/guardian is unable to produce records normally required for enrollment. 

Foster Care Students 

The Superintendent will appoint at least one employee to act as a liaison to 
facilitate the enrollment and transfer of records of students in the legal custody 
of the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) when 
enrolling in or changing schools. The District's liaison ensures that DCFS' Office 
of Education and Transition Services receives all written notices and records 
pertaining to students in the legal custody of DCFS as required by State 

law. PRESSPlus1

Student Transfers To and From Non-District Schools 

A student may transfer into or out of the District according to State law and 
procedures developed by the Superintendent or designee. A student seeking to 
transfer into the District must serve the entire term of any suspension or 
expulsion, imposed for any reason by any public or private school, in this or any 
other state, before being admitted into the School District. 

LEGAL REF.: 

8 U.S.C. §1101, Illegal Immigrant and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996. 

20 U.S.C. §1232g, Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act. 

20 U.S.C. §1400 et seq., Individuals With Disabilities Education Improvement 
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Act. 

29 U.S.C. §794, Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Section 504. 

42 U.S.C. §11431 et seq., McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act. 

105 ILCS 5/2-3.13a, 5/10-20.12, 5/10-20.59, 5/10-22.5a, 5/14-1.02, 5/14-
1.03a, 5/26-1, 5/26-2, 5/27-8.1. 

105 I LCS 10/8.1, Ill. School Student Records Act. 

105 ILCS 45/, Education for Homeless Children Act. 

105 ILCS 70/, Educational Opportunity for Military Children Act. 

325 ILCS 50/, Missing Children Records Act. 

325 ILCS 55/, Missing Children Registration Law. 

410 ILCS 315/2e, Communicable Disease Prevention Act. 

20 1 11.Admin.Code Part 1290, Missing Person Birth Records and School 
Registration. 

23 II1.Admin.Code Part 226, Special Education. 

23 II1.Admin.Code Part 375, Student Records. 

CROSS REF.: 4:110 (Transportation); 6:30 (Organization of Instruction), 6:135 
(Accelerated Placement Program), 6:140 (Education of Homeless 
Children), 7:60 (Residence), 7:70 (Attendance and Truancy), 7:100 (Health 
Examinations, Immunizations, and Exclusion of Students), 7:340 (Student 
Records) 

ADOPTED: January 17, 2017 

REVISED: January 16, 2018, August 20, 2018 

PRESSPlus Comments 

PRESSPlus 1. 

7:50 
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7:70 Attendance and Truancy 

Subject to specific requirements in State law, the following children are not required to attend public 
school: (1) any child attending a private school (including a home school) or parochial school, (2) any 
child who is physically or mentally unable to attend school (including a pregnant student suffering 
medical complications as certified by her physician), (3) any child lawfully and necessarily employed, 
(4) any child over 12 and under 14 years of age while in confirmation classes, (5) any child absent
because of religious reasons, including to observe a religious holiday, for religious instruction, or
because his or her religion forbids secular activity on a particular day(s) or time of day, and (6) any
child 16 years of age or older who is employed and is enrolled in a graduation incentives program.

The Board of Education recognizes the importance of regular and sustained attendance at school to 
afford students the maximum benefit from the educational program of the School District. The Board of 
Education further recognizes that valid causes for absences of students from school also exist. The 
Board defines such valid causes of absence from school as student illness, or other medical 
necessity, quarantine, observance of a religious holiday, death in the immediate family, attendance at 

a civic event,PRESSPlus1 family emergencies, economic necessity, reasonable concern on the part of
the parent for the health or safety of their child, or other family hardship. 

The district administration shall deem students who are absent without valid cause for a school day or 
part of a school day as truant. Any student who is absent without valid cause from school attendance 
for five percent (5%) or more of the previous 180 school days shall be subject to tiered interventions 
as specified in the supporting administrative procedure. 

The District shall not engage in punitive action against a student who is truant without first either 
providing to the student supportive services and other school resources designed to eliminate the 
truancy or documenting that available supportive services and resources have been offered and 
refused. 

Once students are receiving tiered interventions, teachers and building administrators will develop a 
plan to include instruction, work completion, and assessment with a defined timeline. 

The Superintendent is directed to promulgate rules and regulations to implement this policy. 

Monitori ngPRESSPlus2

Pursuant to State law and policy 2:240. Board Policy Development, the Board updates this policy at 
least once every two years. The Superintendent or designee shall assist the Board with its update. 

LEGAL REF.: 

105 ILCS 5/22-92 and 5/26-1, ct. 3C(f.through 18. 

705 ILCS 405/3-33.5, Juvenile Court Act of 1987. 

23 Ill. Admin.Code §§1.242 and 1.290. 

CROSS REF.: 5:100 (Staff Development Program). 6:150 (Home and Hospital Instruction). 7:10 
(Equal Educational Opportunities). 7:50 (School Admissions and Student Transfers To and From Non­
District Schools). 7:60 (Residence). 7:80 (Release Time for Religious Instruction/Observance). 7:90 
(Release During School Hours). 7:190 (Student Behavior). 7:340 (Student Records) 
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PRESSPlus Comments 

PRESS Plus 1. Updated in response to 105 ILCS 5/26-1 and 5/26-2a, amended by P.A. 102-891, eff. 
1-1-23, requiring that, subject to Ill. State Board of Education (ISBE) guidelines, middle and high
school students be permitted one school day-long excused absence per school year to engage in a

civic event, defined as "an event sponsored by a non-profit organization or governmental entity that is

open to the public. Civic event includes, but is not limited to, an artistic or cultural performance or
educational gathering that supports the mission of the sponsoring non-profit organization. Schools
may require students to provide an appropriate administrator with reasonable advance notice of the
intended absence and documentation of participation. Issue 110, October 2022

PRESSPlus 2. Updated in response to 105 ILCS 5/22-92{b), added by P.A. 102-157 and 
renumbered by P.A. 102-813; 23 111.Admin.Code §207 .30(a), requiring that every two years a board 
update its absenteeism and truancy policy and file it with the Ill. State Board of Education and the 
regional superintendent of schools [or Intermediate Service Center Executive Director, whichever is 
appropriate]. 

The policy must contain all requirements of 105 ILCS 5/22-92, indicate the date of adoption (by month, 
day, and year) and any revision dates, and be filed electronically by September 30 each review year 
through ISBE's Web Application Security (fl/VAS) system. 23 111.Admin.Code §§207.20(a), 207.30(a). 
If, after review and re-evaluation of the policy, the district determines that no updates are necessary, 
either a copy of board minutes clearly indicating the policy was re-evaluated and no changes were 
deemed necessary or a signed statement from the board president indicating the policy was re­
evaluated and no changes were deemed necessary must be submitted to IWAS. 23 111.Admin.Code 
§207.30(a)(3). ISBE has stated that for districts that update the adoption date listed on a policy
whenever the policy is updated, the date of adoption is sufficient to also indicate the revision date.

See ISBE's Absenteeism and Truancy Policy FAQ, at: www.isbe.net/Documents/Absenteeism­
Truancy-Policy-FAQ.pdf.

ISBE rules implementing this requirement were published in the Ill. Register in October 2022 but 
provide that "[n]o later than September 30, 2022, or no later than September 30 of the first full school 
year a school becomes subject to this Part, each school or district must file the policy through the 
State Board of Education's Web Application Security (IWAS), and must submit an updated policy 
every two years thereafter by no later than September 30 of the year due." 23 Ill.Ad min.Code 
§207.30(a). ISBE informed the PRESS Editors that due to the late publication date, the submission

deadline for the 2022-2023 school year is extended to 1-13-23, and the September 30 submission
dead Ii ne is not operative until the 2023-2024 school year. Issue 110, October 2022

79 oflOl 



RIVER FOREST Sa-«:Xll... DISTRICT 90 \ Section 7 - STUJENTS \ 

Document Status: Draft Update 

7:100 Health, Eye, and Dental Examinations; Immunizations; and Exclusion of 
Students 

Required Health Examinations and Immunizations 

A student's parents/guardians shall present proof that the student received a health examination, with 
proof of the immunizations against, and screenings for, preventable communicable diseases, as 
required by the Illinois Department of Public Health {IDPH), within one year prior to: 

1. Entering kindergarten or the first grade;

2. Entering the sixth grade; and

3. Enrolling in an Illinois school, regardless of the student's grade (including nursery school, special
education, Head Start programs operated by elementary or secondary schools, and students
transferring into Illinois from out-of-state or out-of-country).

Proof of immunization against meningococcal disease is required for students in grade 6. 

As required by State law: 

1. The required health examinations must be performed by a physician licensed to practice
medicine in all of its branches, an advanced practice registered nurse, or a physician assistant
who has been delegated the performance of health examinations by a supervising physician.

2. A diabetes screening is a required part of each health examination; diabetes testing is not
required.

3. An age-appropriate developmental screening and an age-appropriate social and emotional
screening are required parts of each health examination. A student will not be excluded from
school due to his or her parent/guardian's failure to obtain a developmental screening or a social
and emotional screening.

4. Before admission and in conjunction with required physical examinations, parents/guardians of
children between the ages of one and seven years must provide a statement from a physician
that their child was risk-assessed or screened for lead poisoning.

5. The IDPH will provide all students entering sixth grade and their parents/guardians information
about the link between human papillomavirus (HPV) and HPV-related cancers and the
availability of the HPV vaccine.

6. The District will provide informational materials regarding influenza, influenza vaccinations,
meningococcal disease, and meningococcal vaccinations developed, provided, or approved by
the IDPH when it provides information on immunizations, infectious diseases, medications, or
other school health issues to students' parents/guardians.

Unless an exemption or extension applies, the failure to comply with the above requirements by 
October 15 of the current school year will result in the student's exclusion from school until the required 
health forms are presented to the District. Students transferring from out of state or new students who 
register after October 15 of the current school year shall have 30 days following registration to comply 
with the health examination and immunization regulations. If a medical reason prevents a student from 
receiving a required immunization by October 15, the student must present, by October 15, an 
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immunization schedule and a statement of the medical reasons causing the delay signed by the 
physician, advanced practice registered nurse, physician assistant, or local health department 
responsible for administering the immunizations. 

A student transferring from out-of-state who does not have the required proof of immunizations by 
October 15 may attend classes only if he or she has proof that an appointment for the required 
vaccinations is scheduled with a party authorized to submit proof of the required vaccinations. If the 
required proof of vaccination is not submitted within 30 days after the student is permitted to attend 
classes, the student may no longer attend classes until proof of the vaccinations is properly submitted. 

Eye Examination 

Parents/guardians are encouraged to have their children undergo an eye examination whenever health 
examinations are required. 

Parents/guardians of students entering kindergarten or an Illinois school for the first time shall present 
proof before October 15 of the current school year that the student received an eye examination within 
one year prior to entry of kindergarten or the school. A physician licensed to practice medicine in all of 
its branches, or a licensed optometrist, must perform the required eye examination. 

If a student fails to present proof by October 15, the school may hold the student's report card until the 
student presents proof: (1) of a completed eye examination, or (2) that an eye examination will take 
place within 60 days after October 15. The Superintendent or designee shall ensure that 
parents/guardians are notified of this eye examination requirement in compliance with the rules of the 
IDPH. Schools shall not exclude a student from attending school due to failure to obtain an eye 
examination. 

Dental Examination 

All children in kindergarten and the second and sixth grades must present proof of having been 
examined by a licensed dentist before May 15 of the current school year in accordance with rules 
adopted by the IDPH. 

If a child in the second or sixth grade fails to present proof by May 15, the school may hold the child's 
report card until the child presents proof: (1) of a completed dental examination, or (2) that a dental 
examination will take place within 60 days after May 15. The Superintendent or designee shall ensure 
that parents/guardians are notified of this dental examination requirement at least 60 days before May 
15 of each school year. 

Exemptions 

In accordance with rules adopted by the IDPH, a student will be exempted from this policy's 
requirements for: 

1. Religious grounds, if the student's parents/guardians present the ID PH's Certificate of Religious
Exemption form to the Superintendent or designee. When a Certificate of Religious Exemption
form is presented, the Superintendent or designee shall immediately inform the

parents/guardians of exclusion procedures pursuant to Board policy 7:280, Communicable and

Chronic Infectious Disease, and State rules if there is an outbreak of one or more diseases
from which the student is not protected.

2. Health examination or immunization requirements on medical grounds, if the examining
physician, advanced practice registered nurse, or physician assistant provides written
verification.
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3. Eye examination requirement, if the student's parents/guardians show an undue burden or lack
of access to a physician licensed to practice medicine in all of its branches who provides eye
examinations or a licensed optometrist.

4. Dental examination requirement, if the student's parents/guardians show an undue burden or a
lack of access to a dentist.

Homeless Child 

Any homeless child shall be immediately admitted, even if the child or child's parent/guardian is 
unable to produce immunization and health records normally required for enrollment. 

LEGAL REF.: 

42 U.S.C. §11431 et seg., McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act 

105 ILCS 5/27-8.1 and 45/1-20. 

410 ILCS 45/7 .1, Lead Poisoning Prevention Act.PRESSPlus1 

410 ILCS---aRa 315/2e Communicable Disease Prevention Act. 

23 111.Admin.Code §1.530. 

77 Ill. Ad min.Code Part 664, Socio-Emotional and Developmental Screening. 

77 111.Admin.Code Part 665 Child and Student Health Examination and Immunization. 

77 Ill.Ad min.Code Part 690, Control of Communicable Diseases. 

CROSS REF.: 6:30 (Organization of Instruction), 6:140 (Education of Homeless Children), 6:180 
(Extended Instructional Programs), 7:50 (School Admissions and Student Transfers To and From 
Non-District Schools), 7:280 (Communicable and Chronic Infectious Disease) 

PRESSPlus Comments 

PRESS Plus 1. The Legal References are updated. Issue 110, October 2022
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7:180 Prevention of and Response to Bullying, Intimidation, and Harassment 

Bullying, intimidation, and harassment diminish a student's ability to learn and a school's ability to 
educate. Preventing students from engaging in these disruptive behaviors and providing all students 
equal access to a safe, non-hostile learning environment are important District goals. 

Bullying on the basis of actual or perceived race, color, national origin, military status, unfavorable 
discharge status from the military service, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender-related 
identity or expression, ancestry, age, religion, physical or mental disability, order of protection status, 
status of being homeless, or actual or potential marital or parental status, including pregnancy, 
association with a person or group with one or more of the aforementioned actual or perceived 
characteristics, or any other distinguishing characteristic is prohibited in each of the following 

situations: 

1. During any school-sponsored education program or activity.

2. While in school, on school property, on school buses or other school vehicles, at designated
school bus stops waiting for the school bus, or at school-sponsored or school-sanctioned events
or activities.

3. Through the transmission of information from a school computer, a school computer network, or
other similar electronic school equipment.

4. Through the transmission of information from a computer that is accessed at a nonschool­
related location, activity, function, or program or from the use of technology or an electronic
device that is not owned, leased, or used by a school district or school if the bullying causes a
substantial disruption to the educational process or orderly operation of a school. This item (4)
applies only in cases in which a school administrator or teacher receives a report that bullying
through this means has occurred and it does not require a district or school to staff or monitor
any nonschool-related activity, function, or program.

Definitions from 105 ILCS 5/27-23.7 

Bullying includes cyberbullying and means any severe or pervasive physical or verbal act or conduct, 
including communications made in writing or electronically, directed toward a student or students that 
has or can be reasonably predicted to have the effect of one or more of the following: 

1. Placing the student or students in reasonable fear of harm to the student's or students' person or
property;

2. Causing a substantially detrimental effect on the student's or students' physical or mental health;

3. Substantially interfering with the student's or students' academic performance; or

4. Substantially interfering with the student's or students' ability to participate in or benefit from the
services, activities, or privileges provided by a school.

Bullying may take various forms, including without limitation one or more of the following: harassment, 
threats, intimidation, stalking, physical violence, sexual harassment, sexual violence, theft, public 
humiliation, destruction of property, or retaliation for asserting or alleging an act of bullying. This list is 
meant to be illustrative and non-exhaustive. 
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Cyberbullying means bullying through the use of technology or any electronic communication, 
including without limitation any transfer of signs, signals, writing, images, sounds, data, or intelligence 
of any nature transmitted in whole or in part by a wire, radio, electromagnetic system, photo-electronic 
system, or photo-optical system, including without limitation electronic mail, Internet communications, 
instant messages, or facsimile communications. Cyberbullying includes the creation of a webpage or 
we blog in which the creator assumes the identity of another person or the knowing impersonation of 
another person as the author of posted content or messages if the creation or impersonation creates 
any of the effects enumerated in the definition of bullying. Cyberbul/ying also includes the distribution 
by electronic means of a communication to more than one person or the posting of material on an 
electronic medium that may be accessed by one or more persons if the distribution or posting creates 
any of the effects enumerated in the definition of bullying. 

Restorative measures means a continuum of school-based alternatives to exclusionary discipline, 
such as suspensions and expulsions, that: (i) are adapted to the particular needs of the school and 
community, (ii) contribute to maintaining school safety, (iii) protect the integrity of a positive and 
productive learning climate, (iv) teach students the personal and interpersonal skills they will need to 
be successful in school and society, (v) serve to build and restore relationships among students, 
families, schools, and communities, and (vi) reduce the likelihood of future disruption by balancing 
accountability with an understanding of students' behavioral health needs in order to keep students in 
school, and (vii) increase student accountability if the incident of bullying is based on religion, race, 
ethnicity, or any other category that is identified in the Ill. Human Rights Act. 

School personnel means persons employed by, on contract with, or who volunteer in a school district, 
including without limitation school and school district administrators, teachers, WP.e�RSBteffi;­
school social workers, school counselors, school psychologists, school nurses, cafeteria workers, 
custodians, bus drivers, school resource officers, and security guards. 

Bullying Prevention and Response Plan 

The Superintendent or designee shall develop and maintain a bullying prevention and response plan 
that advances the District's goal of providing all students with a safe learning environment free of 
bullying and harassment. This plan i:nust be consistent with the following requirements: 

1. The District uses the definition of bullying as provided in this policy.

2. Bullying is contrary to State law and the policy of this District. However, nothing in the District's
bullying prevention and response plan is intended to infringe upon any right to exercise free
expression or the free exercise of religion or religiously based views protected under the First
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution or under Section 3 of Article I of the Illinois Constitution.

3. Students are encouraged to report bullying immediately. A report may be made orally or in
writing to the Nondiscrimination Coordinator, Building Principal, Assistant Building Principal,
Dean of Students, a Complaint Manager, or any staff member with whom the student is
comfortable speaking. Anyone, including staff members and parents/guardians, who has
information about actual or threatened bullying is encouraged to report it to the District named
officials or any staff member. The District named officials and all staff members are available for
help with a bully or to make a report about bullying. Anonymous reports are also accepted;
however, this shall not be construed to permit formal disciplinary action solely on the basis of an
anonymous report.

Nondiscrimination Coordinator: 

Edward Condon, Superintendent. 

7776 Lake Street 
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River Forest, IL 60305 

condone@district90.org 

708/771-8282 

Complaint Manager: 
L) � T�

Dr. Alison Hawley, Direc�or of Gurrieulu1 n & h 1st! uetion

7776 Lake Street

River Forest, IL 60305

hawleya@district90.org

708/771-8282

4. Consistent with federal and State laws and rules governing student privacy rights, the
Superintendent or designee shall promptly inform parent(s)/guardian(s) of all students involved in
an alleged incident of bullying and discuss, as appropriate, the availability of social work
services, counseling, school psychological services, other interventions, and restorative
measures.

5. The Superintendent or designee shall promptly investigate and address reports of bullying, by,
among other things:

a. Making all reasonable efforts to complete the investigation within 10 school days after the
date the report of the incident of bullying was received and taking into consideration
additional relevant information received during the course of the investigation about the
reported incident of bullying.

b. Involving appropriate school support personnel and other staff persons with knowledge,
experience, and training on bullying prevention, as deemed appropriate, in the
investigation process.

c. Notifying the Building Principal or school administrator or designee of the report of the
incident of bullying as soon as possible after the report is received.

d. Consistent with federal and State laws and rules governing student privacy rights,
providing parents and guardians of the students who are parties to the investigation
information about the investigation and an opportunity to meet with the principal or school
administrator or his or her designee to discuss the investigation, the findings of the
investigation, and the actions taken to address the reported incident of bullying.

The Superintendent or designee shall investigate whether a reported act of bullying is within the 
permissible scope of the District's jurisdiction and shall require that the District provide the 
victim with information regarding services that are available within the District and community, 
such as counseling, support services, and other programs. 

6. The Superintendent or designee shall use interventions to address bullying, which may include,
but are not limited to, school social work services, restorative measures, social-emotional skill
building, counseling, school psychological services, and community-based services.

7. A reprisal or retaliation against any person who reports an act of bullying is prohibited. Any

person's act of reprisal or retaliation will be subject to disciplinary action, up to and including
discharge with regard to employees, or suspension and/or expulsion with regard to students.
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8. A student will not be punished for reporting bullying or supplying information, even if the District's
investigation concludes that no bullying occurred. However, a person who is found to have falsely
accused another of bullying, as a means of retaliation, as a means of bullying, or provided false
information will be treated as either: (a) bullying; (b) student discipline up to and including
suspension and/or expulsion, and/or (c) both (a) and (b) for purposes of determining any
consequences or other appropriate remedial actions.

9. The District's bullying prevention and response plan is based on the engagement of a range of
school stakeholders, including students and parents/guardians.

10. The Superintendent or designee shall post this policy on the District's website, if any, and
include it in the student handbook, and, where applicable, post it where other policies, rules, and
standards of conduct are currently posted. The policy must be distributed annually to
parents/guardians, students, and school personnel (including new employees when hired), and
must also be provided periodically throughout the school year to students and faculty.

11. Pursuant to State law and policy 2:240, Board Policy Development, the Board monitors this
policy every two years by conducting a review and re-evaluation of this policy to make any
necessary and appropriate revisions. The Superintendent or designee shall assist the Board
with its re-evaluation and assessment of this policy's outcomes and effectiveness. Updates to
this policy will reflect any necessary and appropriate revisions. This process shall include,
without limitation:

a. The frequency of victimization;

b. Student, staff, and family obseNations of safety at a school;

c. Identification of areas of a school where bullying occurs;

d. The types of bullying utilized; and

e. Bystander inteNention or participation.

The evaluation process may use relevant data and information that the District already collects 
for other purposes. Acceptable documentation to satisfy the re-evaluated policy submission 
include one of the following: 

1) An updated version of the policy with the amendment/modification date included
in the reference portion of the policy;

2) If no revisions are deemed necessary, a copy of board minutes indicating that the
policy was re-evaluated and no changes were deemed to be necessary;�ora'51igree-

• f�; •��f-l'.-;._� Tl,� l,�..:.�r1 -sta=-,'P=,'TT"'t'•�=; or

3) A signed statement from the Board President indicating that the Board re­
evaluated the policy and no changes to it were necessary.

The Superintendent or designee must post the information developed as a result of the policy 
re-evaluation on the District's website, or if a website is not available, the information must be 
provided to school administrators, Board members, school personnel, parents/guardians, and 
students. Reviews and re-evaluations in years they are due must be submitted to ISBE by 
September 30. 

12. The Superintendent or designee shall fully implement the Board policies, including without
limitation, the following:

a. 2:260, Unifonn Grievance Procedure. A student may use this policy to complain about
bullying.

b. 2:265, Title IX Sexual Harassment Grievance Procedure. Any person may use this policy
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to complain about sexual harassment in violation of Title IX of the Education Amendments 
of 1972. 

c. 6:60, Curriculum Content. Bullying prevention and character instruction is provided in all
grades in accordance with State law.

d. 6:65, Student Social and Emotional Development. Student social and emotional
development is incorporated into the District's educational program as required by State
law.

e. 6:235, Access to Electronic Netv.orks. This policy states that the use of the District's
electronic networks is limited to: (1) support of education and/or research, or (2) a.
legitimate business use.

f. 7:20, Harassment of Students Prohibited. This policy prohibits any person from
harassing, intimidating, or bullying a student based on an identified actual or perceived
characteristic (the list of characteristics in 7:20 is the same as the list in this policy).

g. 7:185, Teen Dating Violence Prohibited. This policy prohibits teen dating violence on
. school property, at school sponsored activities, and in vehicles used for school-provided
transportation.

h. 7:190, Student Behavior. This policy prohibits, and provides consequences for, hazing,
bullying, or other aggressive behaviors, or urging other students to engage in such
conduct.

i. 7:310, Restrictions on Publications; Elementary Schools. This policy prohibits students
from and provides consequences for: (1) accessing and/or distributing at school any
written, printed, or electronic material, including material from the Internet, that will cause
substantial disruption of the proper and orderly operation and discipline of the school or
school activities, and (2) creating and/or distributing written, printed, or electronic material,
including photographic material and biogs, that causes substantial disruption to school
operations or interferes with the rights of other students or staff members.

13. The Superintendent or designee shall fully inform staff members of the District's goal to prevent
students from engaging in bullying and the measures being used to accomplish it. This includes
each of the following:

a. Communicating the District's expectation and State law requirement that teachers and
other certificated or licensed employees maintain discipline.

b. Establishing the expectation that staff members: (1) intervene immediately to stop a
bullying incident that they witness or immediately contact building security and/or law
enforcement if the incident involves a weapon or other illegal activity, (2) report bullying,
whether they witness it or not, to an administrator, and (3) inform the administration of
locations on school grounds where additional supervision or monitoring may be needed to
prevent bullying.

c. Where appropriate in the staff development program, providing strategies to staff
members to effectively prevent bullying and intervene when it occurs.

d. Establishing a process for staff members to fulfill their obligation to report alleged acts of
bullying.

LEGAL REF.: 

105 ILCS 5/10-20.14, 5/10-22.6(b-20), 5/24-24, and 5/27-23.7. 

405 ILCS 49/, Children's Mental Health Act. 

775 ILCS 5/1-103, Ill. Human Rights Act. 
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23 111.Admin.Code §.§ 1.240, or.d §-1.280. and 1.295_PRESSPlus1

CROSS REF.: 2:240 (Board Policy Development), 2:260 (Uniform Grievance Procedure), 2:265 (Title 
IX Sexual Harassment Grievance Procedure), 4:170 (Safety). 5:230 (Maintaining Student Discipline), 
6:60 (Curriculum Content). 6:65 (Student Social and Emotional Development), 6:235 (Access to 
Electronic Networks). 7:20 (Harassment of Students Prohibited), 7:185 (Teen Dating Violence 
Prohibited). 7:190 (Student Behavior), 7:220 (Bus Conduct), 7:230 (Misconduct by Students with 
Disabilities). 7:240 (Conduct Code for Participants in Extracurricular Activities). 7:285 (,Foo.a 
MefftyAnaphylaxis Prevention. Response. and Management Program). 7:310 (Restrictions on 
Publications; Elementary Schools) 

PRESSPlus Comments 

PRESSPlus 1. The Legal References are updated. Issue 110, October2022
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Document Status: Draft Update 

7:250 Student Support Services 

Each staff member is responsible for effectively guiding students under his/her supervision in order to 
provide early identification of intellectual, emotional, social, or physical needs, diagnosis of any 
learning disabilities, and development of educational potential. The District's staff shall offer 
assistance to those students who have additional needs. 

The District provides a liaison to facilitate the enrollment and transfer of records of students in the legal 
custody of the Ill. Dept. of Children and Family Services when enrolling in or changing 
schools_PRESSPlus1 The following student support services may be provided by the School District:

1. Health services supervised by a qualified school nurse. The Superintendent or designee may
implement procedures to further a healthy school environment and prevent or reduce the spread
of disease.

2. Educational and psychological testing services and the services of a school psychologist as
needed. In all cases, written permission to administer a psychological examination must be
obtained from a student's parent(s)/guardian(s). The results will be given to the
parent(s)/guardian(s), with interpretation, and to the appropriate professional staff.

3. The services of a school social worker. A student's parent/guardian must consent to regular or
continuing services from a social worker.

4. A-tt ts-efHI 1 .. rdttftat = , ' tflef" ,.,:F , -a, 1Sfer of reeeres-cl sttiaeAts-i-n the legal custody of the
Illinois Department of Children and Family Ser9'iees when enrolling in or changing schools.

Erin's LawCounseling Options. Assistance. and Intervention 

The Superintendent or designee will ensure that each school building's Student Support Committee 
identifies counseling options for students who are affected by sexual abuse and grooming 
behaviors,PRESSPlus2 along with District and community-based options for victims of sexual abuse
and grooming behaviors to obtain assistance and intervention. Community-based options must 
include a Children's Advocacy Center and sexual assault crisis center(s) that serve the District, if any. 

This policy shall be implemented in a manner consistent with State and federal laws, including the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, 42 U.S.C. § 12101 et seq.

LEGAL REF.: 

105 ILCS 5/10-23.13(b). 5/10-20.59. and 5/21B-25(G). 

405 ILCS 49/, Children's Mental Health Act of 2003. 

7 40 ILCS 110/, Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities Confidentiality Act. 

CROSS REF.: 6:65 (Student Social and Emotional Development), 7:100 (Health, Eye, and Dental 
Examinations, Immunizations, and Exclusion of Students), 7:280 (Communicable and Chronic 
Infectious Disease), 7:340 (Student Records) 
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PRESSPlus Comments 

PRESSPlus 1. Required by 105 ILCS 5/10-20.59, amended by P.A. 102-199. Issue 110, October 

2022 

PRESS Plus 2. Updated to align with Erin's Law, 105 ILCS 10-23.13, amended by P.A. 102-
610. Issue 110, October 2022
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7:285 Anaphylaxis Prevention, Response, and Management Program 

School attendance may increase a student's risk of exposure to allergens that could trigger 
anaphylaxis. Students at risk for anaphylaxis benefit from a Board of Education policy that coordinates 
a planned response in the event of an anaphylactic emergency. Anaphylaxis is a severe systemic 
allergic reaction from exposure to allergens that is rapid in onset and can cause death. Common 
allergens include animal dander, fish, latex, milk, shellfish, tree nuts, eggs, insect venom, medications, 
peanuts, soy, and wheat. A severe allergic reaction usually occurs quickly; death has been reported to 
occur within minutes. An anaphylactic reaction can also occur up to one to two hours after exposure to 
the allergen. 

While it is not possible for the District to completely eliminate the risks of an anaphylactic emergency 
when a student is at school, an Anaphylaxis Prevention, Response, and Management Program using 
a cooperative effort among students' families, staff members, students, health care providers, 
emergency medical services, and the community helps the District reduce these risks and provide 
accommodations and proper treatment for anaphylactic reactions. 

The Superintendent or designee shall develop and implement an Anaphylaxis Prevention, Response, 
and Management Program for the prevention and treatment of anaphylaxis that: 

1. Fully implements the Ill. State Board of Education (ISBE)'s model policy required by the School
Code that: (a) relates to the care and response to a person having an anaphylaxis reaction, (b)
addresses the use of epinephrine in a school setting, (c) provides a full food allergy and
prevention of allergen exposure plan, and (d) aligns with 105 ILCS 5/22-30 and 23
111.Admin.Code §1.540.

2. Ensures staff members receive appropriate training, including: (a) an in-service training program
for staff who work with students that is conducted by a person with expertise in anaphylactic
reactions and management, and (b) training required by law for those staff members acting as

trained personnel, as provided in 105 ILCS 5/22-30 and 23 Ill.Ad min.Code § 1.540.

3. Implements and maintains a supply of undesignated epinephrine in the name of the District, in

accordance with policy 7:270, Administering Medicines to Students.

4. Follows and references the applicable best practices specific to the District's needs in the

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's Voluntary Guidelines for Managing Food
Allergies in Schools and Early Care and Education Programs and the National Association of
School Nurses Allergies and Anaphylaxis Resources/Checklists.

5. Provides annual notice to the parents/guardians of all students to make them aware of this
policy.

6. Complies with State and federal law and is in alignment with Board policies.

Monitoring 

Pursuant to State law and policy 2:240, Board Policy Development, the Board monitors reviews and 
makes any necessary updates to this policy at least once every three years by conducting a reviev.· 
and reeYaluation of this policy to malw any neeessary and appropriate revisions. The Superintendent 
or designee shall assist the Board with its ree>v'Oluation and assessment ofthis policy's outcomes and 
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effectiveness. Any updates v.411 reflect any necessary and appropriate revisions.review and any 

necessary updates_PRESSPlus1

LEGAL REF.: 

105 ILCS 5/2-3.190�, 5/10-22.39(e), and 5/22-30. 

23111.Admin.Code §1.540. 

Anaphylaxis Response Policy for Illinois Schools, published by ISBE. 

CROSS REF.: 4:110 {Transportation), 4:120 (Food Services), 4:170 (Safety), 5:100 (Staff 
Development Program), 6:120 (Education of Children with Disabilities), 6:240 (Field Trips and 
Recreational Class Trips), 7:180 (Prevention of and Response to Bullying, Intimidation and 
Harassment), 7:250 (Student Support Services), 7:270 (Administering Medicines to Students), 8:100 
(Relations with Other Organizations and Agencies) 

PRESSPlus Comments 

PRESS Plus 1. Updated for continuous improvement. Issue 110, October 2022 
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7:290 Suicide and Depression Awareness and Prevention 

Youth suicide impacts the safety of the school environment. It also affects the school community, 
diminishing the ability of surviving students to learn and the school's ability to educate. Suicide and 
depression awareness and prevention are important Board goals. 

Suicide and Depression Awareness and Prevention Program 

The Superintendent or designee shall develop, implement, and maintain a suicide and depression 
awareness and prevention program (Program) that advances the Board's goals of increasing 
awareness and prevention of depression and suicide. This program must be consistent with the 

requirements of Ann Marie's Lawlisted below; each listed requirement, 1-6, corresponds with the list 
of required policy components in the School Code Section 5/2-3.166(c)(2)-(7). The Program shall 
include: 

1. Protocols for administering youth suicide awareness and prevention education to students and
staff.

a. For students, implementation will incorporate Board policy 6:60, Curriculum Content,
which implements 105 ILCS 5/2-3.139 and 105 ILCS 5/27-7 (requiring education for
students to develop a sound mind and a healthy body).

b. For staff, implementation will incorporate Board policy 5:100, Staff Development

Program, and teacher's institutes under 105 ILCS 5/3-14.8 (requiring coverage of the
warning signs of suicidal behavior).

2. Procedures for methods of suicide prevention with the goal of early identification and referral of
students possibly at risk of suicide. Implementation will incorporate:

a. The training required by 105 ILCS 5/10-22.39 for licensed school personnel and
administrators who work with students to identify the warning signs of suicidal behavior in
youth along with appropriate intervention and referral techniques, including methods of
prevention, procedures for early identification, and referral of students at risk of suicide;
and

b. Ill. State Board of Education (ISBE)-recommended guidelines and educational materials
for staff training and professional development, along with ISBE-recommended resources
for students containing age-appropriate educational materials on youth suicide and
awareness, if available pursuant to Ann Marie's Lawon ISBE's website.

3. Methods of intervention, including procedures that address an emotional or mental health safety
plan for use during the school day and at school-sponsored events for a student identified as
being at increased risk of suicide including those students who: (A) suffer from a mental health
disorder; (B) suffer from a substance abuse disorder; (C) engage in self-harm or have previously
attempted suicide; (D) reside in an out-of-home placement; (E) are experiencing homelessness;
(F) are lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, or questioning (LGBTQ}; (G) are bereaved by
suicide; or (H) have a medical condition or certain types of disabilities. Implementation will
incorporate paragraph number 2, above, along with Board policies:

a. 6:65, Student Social and Emotional Development, implementing the goals and
benchmarks of the Ill. Learning Standards and 405 ILCS 49/15(b) (requiring student social
and emotional development in the District's educational program);
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b. 6:120, Education of Children wth Disabilities, implementing special education
requirements for the District;

c. 6:140, Education of Homeless Children, implementing provision of District services to
students who are homeless;

d. 6:270, Guidance and Counseling Program, implementing guidance and counseling
program(s) for students, and 105 ILCS 5/10-22.24a and 22.24b, which allow a qualified
guidance specialist or any licensed staff member to provide school counseling services;

e. 7:10, Equal Educational Opportunities, and its implementing administrative procedure
and exhibit, implementing supports for equal educational opportunities for students who
are LGBTQ;

f. 7:50, School Admissions and Student Transfers To and From Non-District Schools,
implementing State law requirements related to students who are in foster care;

g. 7:250, Student Support Services, implementing the Children's Mental Health Act�W.
405 ILCS 49/ (requiring protocols for responding to students with social, emotional, or
mental health issues that impact learning ability); and

h. State and/or federal resources that address emotional or mental health safety plans for
students who are possibly at an increased risk for suicide, if available on the ISBE's

website pursuant to Ann Marie's Law.

4. Methods of responding to a student or staff suicide or suicide attempt. Implementation of this
requirement shall incorporate building-level Student Support Committee(s) established through

Board policy 7:250, Student Support Services.

5. Reporting procedures. Implementation of this requirement shall incorporate Board policy6:270,

Guidance and Counseling Program, and Board policy 7:250, Student Support Services, in
addition to other State and/or federal resources that address reporting procedures.

6. A process to incorporate IS BE-recommended resources on youth suicide awareness and
prevention programs, including current contact information for such programs in the District's
Suicide and Depression Awareness and Prevention Program.

Illinois Suicide Prevention Strategic Planning Committee 

The Superintendent or designee shall attempt to develop a relationship between the District and the 
Illinois Suicide Prevention Strategic Planning Committee, the Illinois Suicide Prevention Coalition 
Alliance, and/or a community mental health agency. The purpose of the relationship is to discuss how 
to incorporate the goals and objectives of the Illinois Suicide Prevention Strategic Plan into the 
District's Suicide Prevention and Depression Awareness Program. 

Monitoring 

The Board will review and update this policy pursuant to Ann Marie's Lawand Board policy 2:240, 

Board Policy Development. 

Information to Staff, Parents/Guardians. and Students 

The Superintendent shall inform each school district employee about this policy and ensure its posting 
on the District's website. The Superintendent or designee shall provide a copy of this policy to the 
parent or legal guardian of each student enrolled in the District. Student identification (ID) cards, the 
District's website, and student handbooks and planners will contain the support information as 
required by State law. 

Implementation 
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This policy shall be implemented in a manner consistent with State and federal laws, including the 
Student Confidential Reporting Act. 5 ILCS 860/. Children's Mental Health Act of 2003, 405 ILCS 49/. 
Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities Confidentiality Act, 740 ILCS 110/, and the Individuals 
with Disabilities Education Act, 42 U.S.C. §12101 et seq. 

The District, Board. and its staff are protected from liability by the Local Governmental and 
Governmental Employees Tort Immunity Act. Services provided pursuant to this policy: (1) do not 
replace the care of a physician licensed to practice medicine in all of its branches or a licensed 
medical practitioner or professional trained in suicide prevention, assessments and counseling 
services, (2) are strictly limited to the available resources within the District, (3) do not extend beyond 
the school day and/or school-sponsored events, and (4) cannot guarantee or ensure the safety of a 
student or the student body. 

LEGAL REF.: 

42 U.S.C. § 1201 et seq. Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. 

105 ILCS 5/2-3.166, 105 ILCS 5/2-3.139, 5/3-14.8, 5/10-20.7.Q.3 (final citation pending), 5/10-20.81. 
5/10-22.24a. 5/10-22.24b. 5/10-22.39, 5/'I O 20.75 (final citation pending), 5/14-1.01 et seq .. 5/14-

7.02. and 5/14-7.02b, 5/27-7.PRESSPlus1

5 ILCS 860/. Student Confidential Reporting Act. 

405 ILCS 49[. Children's Mental Health Act of 2003. 

740 ILCS 110/. Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities Confidentiality Act. 

7 45 ILCS 10/, Local Governmental and Governmental Tort Immunity Act. 

CROSS REF.: 2:240 (Board Policy Development), 5:100 (Staff Development Program), 6:60 
(Curriculum Content), 6:65 (Student Social and Emotional Development). 6:120 (Education of 
Children with Disabilities). 6:270 (Guidance and Counseling Program). 7:180 (Prevention of and 
Response to Bullying. Intimidation, and Harassment). 7:250 (Student Support Services) 

PRESSPlus Comments 

PRESSPlus 1. The Legal References are updated. Issue 110, October 2022 
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RIVER FOREST SQ-OOL DISTRICT 90 \ Section 7 - STLOENTS \ 

Document Status: Draft Update 

7:340 Student Records 

School student records are confidential. Information from them shall not be released other than as 
provided by law. A school student record is any writing or other recorded information concerning a 
student and by which a student may be identified individually that is maintained by a school or at its 
direction by a school employee, regardless of how or where the information is stored, except as 
provided in State or federal law. 

State and federal law grants students ... aAe-parents/guardians, and when applicable, the Ill. Dept. of 
Children and Family Services' Office of Education and Transition Services,PRESSPlus1 certain rights,
including the right to inspect, copy, and/or challenge school student records. The information contained 
in school student records shall be kept current, accurate, clear and relevant. All information 
maintained concerning a student receiving special education services shall be directly related to the 
provision of services to that child. 

The District may release directory information as permitted by law, but parent(s)/guardian(s) shall have 
the right to opt-out of the release of directory information regarding his or her child. The District will 
comply with State or federal law with regard to release of a student's school records, including, where 
applicable, without notice to, or the consent of, the student's parent/guardian or eligible student. 

Neither the District nor any of its employees or school officials shall release, disclose, or grant access 
to information found in any student record without parents/guardians written consent, except as 
permitted by State or federal law. One exception to the parent/guardian consent requirement is that 
student record information may be released to District employees or school officials, or employees or 
officials of the Illinois State Board of Education, who have a current, demonstrable educational or 
administrative interest in the student, in furtherance of such interest. A "current, demonstrable 
educational or administrative interest'' means that the person requires access to the student record 
information to perform his or her required services or functions for the District. A "school official" is 
defined as: 

1. A Board member;
2. An attorney;
3. An auditor;
4. An insurance representative;
5. An independent evaluator; or
6. A contractor, consultant, volunteer, or other party to whom the District has outsourced institutional

services or functions, provided that the outside party:

a. Performs an institutional service or function for which the District would otherwise use
employees;

b. Is under the direct control of the District with respect to the use and maintenance of student
record information; and

c. Is subject to the confidentiality requirements for the use and redisclosure of individually
identifiable information from student records.
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"School officials" may also be third-party Internet or cloud-based educational service providers utilized 
by the District, including but not limited to the products, software, subscriptions, tools, and mobile 
applications provided by the service providers/vendors. Some examples of these Internet or cloud­
based educational services include, but are not limited to: 

• Cloud storage (e.g., Dropbox.com, Google Docs.),

• Document sharing and editing applications (e.g., Turnitin.com),

• Differentiated instruction (e.g., Compass Learning),

• E mail services (e.g., Gmail),

• Game-based learning applications (e.g., BrainPop, Kahao.it),

• Learning platforms/management systems (e.g., Schoology, Moodie, Edmodo, Khan Academy),

• Library management systems, subscriptions/e-book websites (e.g., Follett Destiny, CLIO,
Mackin Via),

• Notification systems (e.g., School Messenger), and

• Productivity tools (e.g., Google Apps for Education).

The Superintendent shall fully implement this policy and designate an official records custodian for 
each school who shall maintain and protect the confidentiality of school student records, inform staff 
members of this policy, and inform students and their parents/guardians of their rights regarding 
school student records. 

LEGAL REF.: 

20 U.S.C. §1232g, Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act, implemented by34 C.F.R. Part 99. 

50 ILCS 205/7, Local Records Act. 

105 ILCS 5/10-20.12b, 5/10-20.40, and 5/14-1.01 et seq. 

105 ILCS 10/, Ill. School Student Records Act. 

105 ILCS 85/, Student Online Personal Protection Act. 

325 ILCS 17/, Children's Privacy Protection and Parental Empowerment Act. 

750 ILCS 5/602.11, Ill. Marriage and Dissolution of Marriage Act. 

23 111.Admin.Code Parts 226 and 375. 

Owasso I.S.D. No. 1-011 v. Falvo, 534 U.S. 426 (2002). 

Chicago Tribune Co. v. Chicago Bd. of Ed., 332 ll1.App.3d 60 (1st Dist. 2002). 

CROSS REF.: 5:130 (Responsibilities Concerning Internal Information), 7:15 (Student and Family 
Privacy Rights), 7:17 (Directory Information), 7:220 (Bus Conduct), 7:345 (Use of Educational 
Technologies; Student Data Privacy and Security) 

PRESSPlus Comments 

PRESS Plus 1. 105 ILCS 10/5(a), amended by P.A. 102-199. The Ill. School Student Records Act 
does not give Ill. Dept. of Children and Family Services representatives the right to challenge student 
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records. 105 ILCS 10/7. Issue 110, October 2022 
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RIVER FOREST SQ-OOI... DISTRICT 90 \ Section 7 - STUJENTS \ Equal Educational Opportunities\ 

Document Status: Draft Update 

7:10-E Exhibit - Equal Educational Opportunities Within the School Community 

The School District welcomes diversity in its schools. Policy 7:10, Equal Educational Opportunities 
cites the many civil rights laws that guarantee equal education opportunities to all students. In addition, 
the policies below address the equal educational opportunities, health, safety, and general welfare of 
students within the District. These policies are not a complete list, and depending on the factual 
context, another policy not specifically listed may apply:PRESSPlus1 

1. 2:260, Uniform Grievance Procedure, contains the process for an individual to seek resolution
of a complaint. A student may use this policy to complain about bullying. The District Complaint
Manager shall address the complaint promptly and equitably.

2. 6:65, Student Social and Emotional Development, requires that social and emotional learning
be incorporated into the District's curriculum and other educational programs.

3. 7:10, Equal Educational Opportunities, requires that equal educational and extracurricular
opportunities be available to all students without regard to, among other protected statuses, sex,
sexual orientation, and gender identity.

4. 7:20, Harassment of Students Prohibited, prohibits any person from harassing, intimidating, or
bullying a student based on an actual or perceived characteristic that is identified in the policy
including, among other protected statuses, sex, sexual orientation, and gender identity.

5. 7:130, Student Rights and Responsibilities, recognizes that all students are entitled to rights
protected by the U.S. and Illinois Constitutions and laws for persons of their age and maturity in a
school setting.

6. 7:160, Student Appearance, prohibits students from dressing or grooming in such a way as to
disrupt the educational process, interfere with a positive teaching/learning climate, or
compromise reasonable standards of health, safety, and decency.

7. 7:180, Prevention of and Response to Bullying, Intimidation, and Harassment, contains the
comprehensive structure for the District's bullying prevention program.

8. 7:250, Student Support Services, directs the Superintendent to develop protocols for
responding to students' social, emotional, or mental health needs that impact learning.

9. 7:330, Student /J8e of Buildings Eqttaf Acces-s, grants stuOOAHnitiated groups or clubs the
free use of sehool promises to, !httir 111oeti119s, uI ,der specified eunditions_PRESSPlus2

10. 7:340, Student Records, contains the comprehensive structure for managing school student
records, keeping them confidential, and providing access as allowed or required.

DATED: October 17, 20"16 

PRESSPlus Comments 

PRESS Plus 1. This policy is suggested to be reviewed by the Board. According to policy 2:240, 
Board Policy Development, "[t]he Board will periodically review its policies for relevancy, monitor its 
policies for effectiveness, and consider whether any modifications are required." IASB suggests that 
each policy in the Board's policy manual be reviewed at a minimum of every five years. As part of the 
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review, the Board may choose to: 

• Compare the adopted version to the current PRESS sample (available at PRESS Online by
logging in at www.iasb.com), discussing any differences and/or options noted in the footnotes to
determine whether local changes are necessary

• Update the policy language due to changes in local conditions

• Make no changes, but update the adoption date to reflect that the policy has been reviewed and
re-adopted

Issue 110, October 2022 

PRESS Plus 2. Policy 7:330 is not included in the Board's policy manual, and it only applies to 
districts with high school students. Issue 110, October 2022 
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