Board of Education

ACTION
TITLE: Consider Approval of Student Handbook for 2025-2026
DATE: July 21, 2025

RESPONSIBLE ADMINISTRATOR: Dr. Michael Farrell
Executive Director of Student Services

BACKGROUND/CONSIDERATIONS:
The administration desires to update the 2025-2026 Fort Smith Public School Student Handbook
to reflect and operationalize the recent Board Policy changes on the student level.

On July 10, 2025 the Student Handbook Review Committee met to review the following changes.
Members of this review committee voted to bring these proposed changes as written to the Fort
Smith School Board. Mr. Marshall Ney has subsequently reviewed and approved these changes
to the 2025-2026 Fort Smith Public Schools Student Handbook.

These sections for changes are submitted in both redline and clean copy for Board review. The
handbook in its entirety following the individual sectional review.

Introduction- Changes made were to align with the update to the Fort Smith Public Schools logo
and new district leadership. Changes were made in the Civil Rights Compliance letter to
accommodate change in terminology. Revisions were made in the Sexual Harassment of
Students or Staff members letter in accordance to changes in Policy - 3.26 Licensed Professional
Sexual Harassment and policy 4.27 - Student Sexual Harassment.

Red Line

Clean Line

Eligibility for Enrollment — This section was updated to coordinate with changes to policy 4.5 -
School Choice. Highlights include extending the School Choice deadline from May 1 to June 1,
extending support of the enrollment of military-dependent students, and to amend the
enrollment of International Exchange students to permit the transfer from the attendance zone
of the host family to the school of choice.

Red Line

Clean Line


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nmhRNSi9_oKz3FtRwdDbtR5x5PX7eY3-/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1l_ow9mCXgUXojNm-25TDJ2vxstVT8dd_/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103997808081967961498&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OOFtHvmRkSJqgz6BO_gdgm_4ZliQGNE2/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103997808081967961498&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WbVi86fvjYjiqWz5joXRd1KMdpbk5IQ8/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103997808081967961498&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17KJHuNvr3fRD7oVIRa-2Sht0BKWz4xxz/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103997808081967961498&rtpof=true&sd=true

Virtual School Attendance Accounting — The portion of the Attendance policy pertaining to FSPS
Virtual School was eliminated from the handbook.

Red Line

Clean Line — Omitted from 2025-2026 Student Handbook

Absences — This section was updated to coordinate with changes to policy 4.7 - Absences.
Highlights include absences pertaining to; students who are children of fallen service members
of first responders, and absences with parent consent for social or public policy advocacy.

Red Line

Clean Line

Legal Notification — This section was updated to actions that are to be taken by the Arkansas
Department of Finance if they are notified a student over the age of 14 is no longer attending
school.

Red Line

Clean Line

Epinephrine and Emergency Administration of Epinephrine - This section was updated to
coordinate with changes to policy 4.35 - Student Medications. Highlighted is the addition of
using nasal spray as an alternative delivery method for emergency dosage of epinephrine.
Red Line

Clean Line

Graduation Requirements for the Class of 2026 and Graduation Requirements for the Class of
2027 and Thereafter — This section was updated to correspond to changes made in statewide
graduation requirements. Highlights include the elimination of the Core Curriculum graduation
path, a link to the Fort Smith Public School Course Catalog and the Smart Core graduation
requirements provided by the Arkansas Department of Elementary and Secondary Education
(DESE); and changing terminology.

Red Line

Clean Line

Directory Information — A link is included to provide parents/guardians a platform to record and
submit their rejection to the release of directory information.

Red Line

Clean Line

Link

Eligibility for Athletic Competition — This section was updated to coordinate with changes 4.56 —
Extracurricular Activities — Secondary Schools. Highlights include a delineation regarding
eligibility requirements pertaining to transfer status and grade level.

Red Line

Clean Line


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_YPB3IHtJxgFcQHa9PaEPtpFDyoiNGRU/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103997808081967961498&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DgeAr5K5skMhwQbi-mR0jY6mJQuq6BuH/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Sy85jnPzzTEWdJaQ-0mZXBkaeM3vVJT7/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103997808081967961498&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JgZIxXJI-kkG2P5J7FxkF8FJeRjohkga/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103997808081967961498&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gLj22axsCl_4sZYGTZw_GI0-EiZNQiaD/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103997808081967961498&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kpJMrH4jUfs6EfCD0kEzZdkKyD17iakn/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103997808081967961498&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/170KqFpx6hOMjYyyb5A2AJYobsC_bWpD-/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103997808081967961498&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AZx--CJr_93bbyN7P2FVtKuv_GuHY_WT/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103997808081967961498&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mP9BGZuWVLZ96HgTrOtf8F-VIEENqJVn/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103997808081967961498&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BUkqgSR5Poitq-9Yom-6yxbnUDDwFr2n/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103997808081967961498&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NZiGf1Wzz5OZ_8nbI5MLn_57s1psbQFE/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103997808081967961498&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15YfjewTpoP-PPhaWVb0owqKiLk8Qdnqk/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103997808081967961498&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UPs0NsVUe6IrKdBBvEyuNZUzEaifN7J3/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103997808081967961498&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1njfrH75LYFZmjmF6E-moHZ9VezV-rFZQ/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103997808081967961498&rtpof=true&sd=true

Student Use of Artificial Intelligence (Al) — This section was added to the handbook in 2025-
2026 to include the adoption of policy 4.64 — Student Use of Artificial Intelligence.

Red Line

Clean Line

Prohibited Conduct — The section was updated to include changes to Policy 4.47 — Personal
Electronic devices and the inclusion of prohibited conduct related to Policy 4.64 — Antisemitism.
In addition, electronic cigarettes were changed to an electronic nicotine delivery system.

Red Line

Clean Line

Sexual Harassment — This section was updated to correspond to Policy 4.27 - Sexual
Harassment.

Red Line

Clean Line

Possession and Use of Personal Electronic Devices - This section was added to the handbook in
2025-2026 to include the amendments to policy 4.47 — Possession and Use of Personal
Electronic Devices known as “Bell to Bell No Cell.”

Red Line

Clean Line

RECOMMENDATION:
The administration recommends the attached handbook changes be approved as presented for
inclusion in the 2025-2026 District Handbook. If the Board agrees, the motion would read:

Move to approve the attached handbook changes as presented for inclusion in the 2025-2026
Fort Smith Public School District Student Handbook.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kAtaTMECseOD-W_LOQlI298Hxda5ksWO/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103997808081967961498&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vPgFOxWt6Mag6otsJg5h248UNpJnWl52/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103997808081967961498&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YgbG7z2V7sdrG-gc8s1zC5pXTZPz7nX5/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103997808081967961498&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HkCVY9fwtq70ds3wUkKYXZDXZNzSrjEI/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103997808081967961498&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10SaObE7XFYJTmxDo55kMqtdSMCa_6IjK/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103997808081967961498&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fQKSV63L7PswcLVCKqqU-HqfzvEO03lG/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103997808081967961498&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/155v7Cet2d1_ddzBOyvyiHhBJdKSDeLJt/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103997808081967961498&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14flZ04g8113S7CjtUgXcmsq5lToU0-rm/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103997808081967961498&rtpof=true&sd=true

