
 

Independent School District #883 
Regular School Board Meeting 

Monday, December 15, 2024 

 

Pursuant to due call and notice, the Rockford Board of Education met in a Regular School  Board 

Meeting on Monday, December 15, 2024 in the District Board Room. Chair Gordee called the 

meeting to order at 6:00 pm. Members Gordee, Johnson, Morgan, Hillstrom, and Praska were 

present. Also present was Superintendent Jeff Ridlehoover, CFO Bridget Peterson, Ryan Schmidt 

from Schlenner Wenner & Co., Director of Business Operations Mike McNulty,  and 

Administrative Assistant Courtney Neibert. Member Sjodin was absent.  

Pledge of Allegiance 

The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Motion by Praska seconded by Morgan to approve the agenda. Motion passed unanimously. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

There were no public comments. 

CONSENT ITEMS 

Motion by Hillstrom, seconded by Gordee to approve the consent items. Motion carried. 

●   ​ Minutes:  

November 24, 2025 Work Session 

November 24, 2025 Regular Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



●   Personnel: 

 

●​ Bills and Wire Transfers: 

 

 

●​ Open Enrollments: 

 



 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

●​ December 2025 Superintendent’s Report: Dr. Jeff Ridlehoover presented an update on the 

schools. 

 

STEWARDSHIP OF RESOURCES 

●​ Approval of FY2024-2025 Financial Audit Report: CFO Bridget Peterson presented the 
FY24-25 Audit Report for approval. 

Motion by Morgan seconded by Hillstrom to approve the FY24-25 Audit Report as presented. 
Motion passed unanimously. 

●​ Truth in Taxation Presentation and Public Comments: CFO Bridget Peterson requested 

approval of the Truth in Taxation Hearing  

There were no public comments. 

Motion by Hillstrom, seconded by Johnson to approve the Truth in Taxation Hearing as 
presented. Motion passed unanimously. 

●​ Certification of 2025 Payable 2026 Levy: CFO Bridget Peterson presented the Final 
Levy 2025 Pay 2026 certification for approval. 

Motion by Johnson seconded by Praska to approve Final levy 2025 pay 2026 certification as 
presented. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

CULTURE OF COLLECTIVE PURPOSE 

●​ Policy Committee Review First Read: The board was presented with the following 
policies that were reviewed by the Policy Committee for approval. Policies 722, 731R, 
801, 801 FORM, 805, 807, 301, 302, 303, 701.1, 701.2R, and 701.3R. 

●​ IOwA Reauthorization Resolution: The board was presented the Resolution to Authorize 
Executive Assistant Courtney Neibert as the IOwA. 

Education Identity and Access Management Board Resolution 

The Minnesota Department of Education (MDE), Professional Educator Licensing 
Standards Board (PELSB), and Office of Higher Education (OHE) require annual 
designation of an Identified Official with Authority (IOwA) for each local educational 
agency that uses the Education Identity and Access Management (EDIAM) system. The 
IOwA is responsible for authorizing, reviewing, and recertifying user access for their local 
educational agency in accordance with the State of Minnesota Enterprise Identity and 
Access Management Standard, which states that all user access rights to Minnesota 
state systems must be reviewed and recertified at least annually. The IOwA will 



authorize user access to State of Minnesota Education secure systems in accordance 
with the user’s assigned job duties, and will revoke that user’s access when it is no 
longer needed to perform their job duties. 

Your school board or equivalent governing board must designate an IOwA to authorize 
user access to State of Minnesota Education secure websites for your organization. This 
EDIAM board resolution must be completed and submitted to the Minnesota 
Department of Education annually, as well as any time there is a change in the 
assignment of the Identified Official with Authority. 

It is strongly recommended that only one person at the local educational agency or 
organization (the superintendent or exec. director) is designated as the IOwA. The 
IOwA will grant the IOwA Proxy role(s). 

Designation of the Identified Official with Authority for Education Identity and Access 
Management 

Morgan motioned, seconded by Gordee, to approve the resolution Authorizing Assistant Courtney 

Neibert as the IOwA: 

On a roll call vote, the following voted in favor: Gordee, Johnson, Morgan, Hillstrom, and Praska. 
And the following voted against: None.   

Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted. 

 

COMMUNITY, SCHOOL AND FAMILY PARTNERSHIP 

●​ Resolution of Acknowledgement of Contributions/Donations 

Johnson motioned, seconded by Hillstrom, to approve the following resolution as presented: 

WHEREAS Minnesota Statute 123B.02 permits school boards to “receive, for the benefit of 
the district, bequests, donations, or gifts for any proper purpose and apply the same to the 
purpose designated. On that behalf, the board may act as trustee of any trust created for 
the benefit of the district, and for the benefit of pupils thereof.” 

THEREFORE, be it resolved by the School Board of Rockford Area Schools, Independent 
School District 883 that the School Board accepts, with appreciation, the contributions 
detailed below. 

 



 

 

 

On a roll call vote, the following voted in favor: Gordee, Johnson, Morgan, Hillstrom, and 
Praska. And the following voted against: None 

Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted. 

●​ Upcoming Meetings: 
○​  District All Employee Holiday Event: Wednesday, December 17, 2025 at 3:20pm 

at Clays.  
○​ Regular Meeting of the Board of Education - Organizational Meeting: Monday, 

January 5, 2026 at 5:30pm in the District Office Board Room.  
○​ Mayors, City Administrators, and Legislators Roundtable: Monday, January 5, 

2026 at 7:00pm in the District Office Board Room.  
 
 
 
 



●​ Board Committee Updates: 
●​ Gordee - Northwest Suburban Meetings, Board Prep Call, AMSD meeting, Launch 

Your Future Night. 
●​ Johnson - Policy Committee Meeting, MAWSECO Meeting. 
●​ Morgan - None. 
●​ Hillstrom - Policy Committee Meeting, MSBA Coffee & Conversation, SAFF 

Meeting. 
●​ Praska - Policy Committee Meeting, MREA Meeting. 

Johnson motioned to adjourn the meeting at 7:01 p.m. & Gordee seconded. Motion carried 
unanimously.  

Courtney Neibert 
Recorder 

Jamie Hillstrom 
Clerk 

 


