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Place-based learning
Place-based learning is a teaching method that 
uses the local community and environment as 
a starting point for learning. It emphasizes 
real-world experiences. 

Benefits of Place-based learning:

● Academic achievement: Improve 
academic scores and critical thinking 
skills 

● Community engagement: Develop a 
sense of place and attachment to their 
community 

● Civic engagement: Become more active 
and contributing citizens 



Community Partnership
For the teachers, an important aspect 
early on was authenticity.

● We reached out to numerous 
historical societies in an effort to 
gain genuine information and 
experience.

● The Wintonbury Historical 
Society became our strongest 
ally in developing the project.

● Numerous meetings were held 
beginning in early 2024 with 
Ruthanne and Ron Marchetti, 
offering numerous resources and 
ideas for the project.



Project overview
7th grade social studies students 
completed a project that required 
them to research the history of 
Bloomfield, tour those sites, and 
create an online map of their work 
to exhibit with the historical society.

Learning targets: 

● I can understand the history of where 
I live.

● I can break down a paragraph into 
main ideas with supporting details.

● I can integrate my research into a 
digital map project. 



Project component: research and plotting
Students conducted research on key places and 
people in the history of Bloomfield including:

○ Origins of Wintonbury and the 
Congressional Church

○ Notable people: Lemuel Haynes, Francis 
Gillette and Oliver Filley

○ Recognizable places: Copaco, Auer farm, 
drummer boy statue, Penwood state park, 
and the Old Farm School 

Students synthesized their research into 
informative paragraphs.

Students plotted these points, as well as their 
own addresses for reference, on a map using 
Storymap software for their final product.



Project component: bus tour
Students received a free field trip thanks to 
the generosity of the Wintonbury Historical 
Society and Ironwood Community Partners.

This gave students a firsthand look at the 
very sites they researched in class, 
connecting them with Bloomfield history!



Project component: exhibition
Selected students hosted members of the 
Wintonbury Historical Society to share their 
project work with an authentic audience.
WHS awarded the students with certificates 
of excellence and free memberships for the 
society.



Project component: exhibition cont’d




