Cedar Hill Independent School District

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Meeting Date: August 13, 2012
Presented by: Mr. Horace Williams, Superintendent of Schools
Subject: Consider Approval of the Interlocal Agreement for Student
Transportation Between CHISD and Dallas County
Schools

Board Goal:

This agenda item is not directly responsive to a specific Board goal. However, it
is entirely consistent with the implicit goal/expectation that CHISD will provide
quality ancillary services that become part and parcel of a world class
educational system.

Background Information

Dallas County Schools has provided bus transportation for CHISD students for
over 37 years. The last renewal of the three year Interlocal Agreement between
the two agencies was approved in June, 2009. The attached agreement
includes appropriate edits for date and financial data changes.

The Agreement was drafted under the supervision of the law firm of
Strasburger and Price, L.L.P.

RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends approval of the Interlocal Agreement with Dallas County
Schools as presented. The Agreement is attached herewith in its entirety.

BOARD ACTION REQUIRED:
Motion to approve the Interlocal Agreement for Student Transportation as
presented.

POLICY AUTHORIZATION:
GR (LEGAL) — Relations with Governmental Entities

CONTACT PERSON(S):
L. Kim Lewis, Chief Operating Officer
Michael McSwain, Chief Financial Officer

FUNDING SOURCE:

General Fund, Function 34

Budgeted for 2012-13: $1,000,000
Preliminary DCS Expense Estimate: $800,000




ENCLOSURES:
. Copy of Interlocal Agreement




INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT TO PROVIDE
STUDENT TRANSPORTATION SERVICES
BETWEEN
DALLAS COUNTY SCHOOLS
AND
CEDAR HILL INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

WHEREAS, Dallas County Schools (“DCS”) and Cedar Hill Independent School District (the
“District™) are political subdivisions of the State of Texas; and

WHEREAS DCS has agreed to provide transportation serviee: tudents of the District;

and

WHEREAS, the students referenced are students_ enrolled and attendin ous campuses

throughout the District.

Interlocal Agreement to Provide
to the authority of the Texas
.. as amended, for provision of
ual consideration as stated

NOW THEREFORE, DCS and the District enter into: |
Student Transportation Services (the “Agreement”) pursua
Government Code, Chapter 791, the Intei al Cooperation
student transportation services by DCS fo

herein:

1. TERM.

2012 for a three (3) year period through July 31, 2015, the
f carlier termination is given by either party to the other in
nt. Prler to the expiration of the Initial Term, either
sire to renew this Agreement or renegotiate its
tion of a mutually acceptabie amendrnent to the Agreement

Each party is acting i endently; neither is an agent, servant, or employee of the other; and the
parties are not engaged-in a joint enterprise. DCS represents that it has, or will secure at its own
expense, all personnel and consultants required to perform the Services under this Agreement,
subject to the provisions in Section 3. No officer and/or member of the governing body of the
District and/or DCS shall participate in any decision relating to this Agreement which affects
their personal interest or have any pecuniary interest in this Agreement or process thereof.

3. SCOPE OF WORK/RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE PARTIES.
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A. RESPONSIBILITES OF DCS.
1) ROUTES.

a. DCS shall transport students from locations proposed by the District and agreed to
by DCS to the various campuses located throughout the District, the path of such
transportation being herein referred to as the “Route(s).”

b. Bus stops shall be determined by the District and provided to DCS no later than
forty-five (45) calendar days prior to the start of scheol. Subject to timely receipt
of the stops from the District, DCS shall then _.§_.tr7 e the Routes from those
stops.

¢. Regular Education routes requested aft
within five (5) days of receipt of a
Special Education Routes will be.i
receipt of all necessary information.

be implemented
om the District.

2) BUSES.

je mcluded in the bus purchase recommendation
DCS shall then submit a report recommendmg bus

transpog fion aIlocatlon apportioned to the District and the cost of the other half
of those'buses shall be paid by the District.

¢. DCS shall provide by September 15th of each school year a bus inventory list
detailing the original cost and source of funds used by DCS to purchase each bus
utilized in providing transportation services under this Agreement. Upon
termination of this Agreement, all assets and titles of buses purchased using
District funds shall be transferred to the District. Any funds received by DCS for
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the sale or disposal of any bus purchased using District funds shall be disbursed to
the District within thirty (30} days of the sale or disposal of the bus.

3) PERSONNEL.

a. DCS shall assume sole responsibility for employing, assigning, managing,
dismissing, and disciplining drivers, monitors and all other transportation
employees. DCS shall perform necessary criminal record background checks on
its employees, as well as

b. Department of Transportation drug and alcohol testi 'g as reqmred by law. The
District reserves the right to request reassignmerit.-of transportation employees

perform the function of a bus momtor
ambulatory bus Routes shall consist of
required for ambulatory Spemal Education
District’s Special Educatic
and/or authorized District

bus monitor each. Bus monitors
es shali be determined by the

If a selutlon cannot be found, DCS reserves the
f such student. The cost of a bus monitor shall be
h'the cost for the first year of the Initial Term set
hereto. DCS shall have the right to a reasonable increase at
ool year during the Initial Term or any renewal term.

informaf‘ion resulting from Admlssmns, Referral and Dlsmlssal (“ARD™)
committees and/or any other source. Except to the extent required by law, DCS
shall not release any student information, including video tape recordings, to any
party other than approved District administration and authorized law enforcement.

b. Discipline for student conduct shall be handled in accordance with the District’s
Student Code of Conduct and DCS Policy Chapter 17. A copy of DCS Policy
Chapter 17, which includes DCS® Bus Rider Code of Conduct, is attached hereto
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as Attachment B. Copies of the District’s Student Code of Conduct and the DCS
Bus Rider Cede of Conduct shall be provided to District students by the District
each school year. The District shall reinforce transportation rules, expected bus
conduct and consequences to students at the beginning of each school semester.
Student conduct that interferes with the safe operation of a school bus may result
in the issuance of a ticket to the student and/or the student’s parent by a law
enforcement official. DCS shall immediately report students violating the DCS
Bus Rider Code of Conduct to the appropriate District administrative staff, using
a DCS School Bus Incident Report, and the Distrigt shall provide DCS with
written acknowledgement of the Incident Report:and any disciplinary action
administered. Except in extenuating circumstances; PCS shall not deny, restrain,
or otherwise restrict a student from riding on::a school:bus unless approved by
District administration and/or as prescrlbed by, a Spec I heeds student’s LE.P.
Extenuating circumstances shall be handted:.in accordan ith DCS Policy
Chapter 17 to the extent it does not coniflict with this Agreemet

5) MEETINGS AND NOTIFICATIONS.

a. DCS shall conduct a meeting not later than’ pril of each year with the District’s

ion services solely to the
‘gstimated expenses and the
f_and shall mclude the estimated

District for the subsequenfﬁ%@ch
proposed budget shall be de’t@ymir}_

The proposed budéet shall include revenue from the
allocation. The tax allocations are determined annually by
The .DCS contribution for the District will be

receipt. f any copy received from DCS. Video originals shall be maintained by
DCS in accordance with applicable record retention requirements, DCS shall
refrain from sharing any video information with parents, students, or the public
other than authorized school officials and law enforcement or as otherwise
provided by law. DCS’ Public Information Office shall serve as the primary
media relations contact on all issues related to transportation, but the District shall
have the right to issue its own press releases or official communications on any
transportation matter. The District shall immediately refer all media requests for

INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT TO PROVIDE STUDENT
TRANSPORTATION SERVICES BETWEEN DCS AND CHISD 4




information/comments related to transportation to DCS® Public Information
Office for handling as DCS may determine.

¢. DCS shall promptly notify the District in the event of a motor vehicle accident or
other serious bus incident. DCS shall provide a monthly report of all accidents to
the District. Information regarding any accident shall be made available to
authorized District administrative staff upon request.

6) INVOICES AND FUNDING.

a. DCS shall invoice the District each month, Septer hrough June, for the total
budgeted net operating expenses evenly spread over teni(10) months.

b. A separate invoice will be submitted to. 'thé‘lestrlct on a monthly basis for bus
monitors at the agreed hourly rate for the duratlon of the Route on which the
monitoring services are rendered, e

' District once each month for
wwextracurricular activities, special
svas. directed by approved District
e.summer scho ates to the District prior to

¢. A separate invoice will be submitted
additional transportation_services relating*
programs, summer scho
staff. DCS shall commlm’ic;ate?'fE
each summer school period.

v ear]y operational cost for Route
s requires the calculatlon of the following components:

ions.‘expense is made up of all operational
provxdmg transportation servxce solely to the

1. Total operations expenses for the District less DCS’ tax contribution
attributed to the District program and TEA transportation reimbursement
funds. Any remaining balance is the total cost that the District owes DCS
for Route transportation services that year,

2. The TEA Transportation Reimbursement Funds is the amount reimbursed
by TEA for transportation provided to District students.
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e. For each year of this Agreement, DCS will adjust the operational cost from
estimates to actual within thirty (30) days based upon the DCS Board approved
financial audit for that year. This adjustment will result in a credit to or from the
District for the final adjusted actual operations costs for the year. This final settle
up amount will be applied to the subsequent school year operational costs or at the
District’s request, applied to the outstanding balances of any unpaid invoices
during the current or prior school years. DCS shall provide the District with
reasonable access to all DCS’ financial records related to the transportation
services provided specifically to the District. The DLS”trlct mdy review all financial
records necessary to determine and verify annual ope ional costs for the District.

7) OTHER TRANSPORTATION SERVICES,- Iso consider other
transportation services as requested by authorlzed staff withi District. These
services shall include but are not limited to extracurricular field trips invoiced as
incurred and delivered to the District forsprocessing. . These service e invoiced
at the rate provided in Attachment A for: : Yiea JTerm of this
Agreement. Thereafter, DCS may adjust the & on annual basis, which rates shall
be communicated to the District prior to taking

tion necessary for developing routes,
imited to students names addresses ID numbers schools bell

1) The District shall provide DCS w1th all meT:ﬂ,
including but n

pay DCS for extracurricular, summer school, and special
es according to the price schedule in Attachment A of this

4) The District shall enter new extracurricular trip requests in the DCS Trips System at
least seventy-two (72) hours prior to the date and time of departure.

5) The District shall immediately refer any complaint or allegation, from any source,
regarding a transportation employee or transportation services, directly to the DCS
Transportation Department in writing and at (214) 944-4562 (or such other telephone
number as may be provided to the District in writing).
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6) Upon notification by DCS of a2 motor vehicle accident or other bus incident involving
students, the District shall be responsible for notifying the relevant parents/guardians
of their student’s involvement and provide an open communication line for that

purpose.

7) The District shall refer all requests from the media or public for
information/comments related to transportation to the Public Information Office of
DCS in writing and at (214) 944-4502 (or such other telephione number as may be
provided to the District in writing) for handling, as appropriate.

ith the DCS Bus Rider

8) The District shall provide all students riding on DC
Code of Conduct. See Attachment B.

9 The District shall complete the DCS subﬁlitted School Bus I
promptly return to appropriate DCS pe;sébtmei.

support with student and parent
stance: from the District’s police

10) The District shall provide DCS with reasok_‘
issues, including but not limited to providing
and/or security department ang
issues with violence, fights, or

4. SCHOOL BUS ADVERTISING.

entered into a School ‘Bus Advertising Agreement with a
commercial advertising on the exterior of DCS school buses
Admmlstratlve Code §§14.61 — 14.65. The District agrees
; the extenor of DCS school buses that provide student

:Schodii”flfﬁ:gulsg_s. chosen for advertising will be selected at the sole dis-
istrict agrees to allow advertising on any school bus operated for
iether the bus is owned wholly or partially by the District or DCS.

from advertlsm @n;i' school buses servicing the District, whether the bus is owned wholly
or partially by.the District or DCS. Such compensation shall be paid to the District on a
quarterly basis.

D. APPROVAL OF ADVERTISING. DCS shall have final approval of all advertising to
be placed on the school buses, as long as such approval is reasonable and appropriate.

E. ILLEGALITY. The advertising contemplated by this Agreement shall be done in ac-
cordance with the requirements of 37 Texas Administrative Code §§14.61 - 14.65. DCS
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and the District further accept this Agreement subject to all local, state and federal laws
and regulations with respect to the advertising matter to be displayed. In the event that
such advertising becomes prohibited by court order or government regulation, or a re-
quest is received by DCS to terminate the advertising, DCS reserves the right to terminate
same.

5. TERMINATION.

Either party may terminate this Agreement and any renewal thercof, with or without cause, by
sending ninety (90) days prior written notice to the other party. -IDCS shall have the right to
terminate this Agreement for cause should the District fail to make payment of any undisputed
amount required under this Agreement if DCS has sent writ of any such failure to

6. NOTICE.

Any notice to be given under this Agreement shall be d E,_kmed to have been given if reduced to
writing and delivered in person or mailed by overnight or ¢eitified mail, postage pre-paid, to the
party who is to receive such notice, denia or request at the addresses set forth below (or at
such other address as may be provided itin ving notice). Such notice,
demand, or request shall be deemed to have: been giv '-when received.

Dallas County Schools Cedar Hlll Independe"_ .F,School District
Rick D. Sorrells, Ed.B. Horace Williams :
Superintendent Superintenﬂient

612 North Zang Bou v, .

Dallas, Texas 75208 H;ll Texas 75104

4""'arties that each party hereto shall be responsible for its
e mjury or property damage results from the joint or concurrent

responsible to the othe for any neghgent act or omission. These provzsmns are solely for the
benefit of the parties héreto and not for the benefit of any person or entity not a party hereto; nor
shall any provision hereof be deemed a waiver of any defense available by law or of any
immunity to which the party is entitled.

8. CHOICE OF LAW AND VENUE.

In providing services by this Agreement, DCS must observe and comply with all applicable
federal, state and local statutes, ordinances, rules, and regulations. DCS must also observe and
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comply with all licenses, legal certifications, or inspections required for the services, facilities,
equipment, or materials necessary to provide services under this Agreement. This Agreement
shall be governed by Texas law and exclusive venue shall lie in Dallas County, Texas. All
statutes and law stated herein shall be updated as amended.

9. AMENDMENTS AND CHANGES IN THE LAW.

No modification, amendment, renewal or other alteration of this Agreement shall be effective
unless mutuaily agreed upon in writing, duly authorized and executed by-the parties hereto. Any
alteration, addition or deletion to the terms of this Agreement that are required by changes in
federal or state law are automatically incorporated herein without:written amendment to this
Agreement and shall be effective on the date designated by said

10. SEVERABILITY.

If any provision of this Agreement is construed 1o
legality or validity of any of the other provisions herci
deemed stricken and deleted, but all other provisions s
illegal or invalid provisions had never been incorporated.

illegal or invalid, this t'affect the
illegal or invalid provision will be
tinue and be given effect as if the

11. ENTIRE AGREEMENT.

This Agreement, including all Attachments, eonst1tutes:the entire Agreement between the parties
hereto and supersedes any ether prior or contemporaneous Agreement concerning the subject
matter of this transaetlon ; ral or wrltten

12. BINDING EF FEC

RIGHTS/MITIGATION,

he non-defaulting party fails to immediately declare a default or
he rights and remedies provided by this Agreement are cumulative,
and either party’s use ny right or remedy will not preclude or waive its right to use any other
remedy. These rights and remedies are in addition to any other rights the parties may have by
law, statute, ordinance or otherwise. Both parties have a duty to mitigate damages.

14. ASSIGNMENT.

DCS will not transfer or assign its interest in this Agreement without the prior written consent of
the District. DCS understands that in the event that all or substantially all of DCS’ assets are
acquired by another entity, DCS is still obligated to fulfill the terms and conditions of this
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Agreement.
15. COUNTERPARTS, NUMBER/GENDER AND HEADINGS.

This Agreement may be executed in multiple counterparts, each of which shall be deemed an
original, but all of which shall constitute one and the same instrument. Words of any gender used
in this Agreement shall be held and construed to include any other gender, any words in the
singular shall include the plural and vice versa, unless the context clearly requires otherwise.
Headings herein are for the convenience of reference only and sha nei; be considered in any
interpretation of this Agreement,

16. GOVERNMENTAL IMMUNITY,

ental immunity,
plicable state

This Agreement is expressly made subject to DCS’ and ‘;ét.h?e‘»[)'l'strlet s geV

by operation of law. Nothing herein is intended to benefit-any third-party beneficiaries to this

Agreement.

17. PREVENTION OF FRAUD AND ABUS

The parties shall establish, maintain, and ufilize agément procedures sufficient to
provide for the propet, effect e.management oqf‘a,]' inded under this Agreement. Any
known or suspected i ingi ud or abuse“involving DCS’ or the District’s employees or
agents that involve fun s under this Agreement shall be reported immediately by the

ncident to the:BCS or District’s Board of Trustees for

The parties shall make any payments required under this Agreement
> to the parties. Neither DCS nor the District shall have a right of

Agreement as a result’ lack of sufficient funding to pay for its obligations hereunder from any
source utilized to fund*this Agreement or from failure of a party to budget or authorize for this
Agreement during the current or any future fiscal year. In the event a party is unable to fulfill its
obligations under this Agreement as a result of lack of sufficient funding, or if funds become
unavailable, that party, at its sole discretion, may provide funds from a separate source or may
otherwise terminate this Agreement by written notice to the other party at the earliest possible
time prior to the end of the fiscal year; provided, however, the terminating party shall be required
to pay any expenses already incurred pursuant to this Agreement as of the time the terminating
party provides such notice. In the event that a party is unable to fulfill its obligations under this
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Agreement as a result of lack of sufficient funding, the other party may immediately terminate
this Agreement.

19. CONFIDENTIALITY AND RECORDS.

A. Both parties shall safeguard and adhere to all confidentiality, privacy, and security
requirements according to the applicable federal, state, and local rules and regulations for
the privacy and security of all information accessed in connection with this Agreement.

e

B. All records created under this Agreement shall belong to D - or the District, as the case

must comply with said law and regulations and saj eguard student information. Except as

allowed by law, a party may not re-disclose the inforration to a third party without prior
wrltten consent from the parent or ehglble student.’ SubJect to any applicable records

, - }inthll‘l thirty (30) days after receipt of the invoice
h Chapter 2251, Texas Government Code, as amended.

21. FORCE MAJEURE.

t nor DCS shall be deemed in violation of this Agreement if either is prevented
from performin of the 6b1igations hereunder by reason of, for or through strikes, stoppage
of labor, riot, fire, c)od stﬂrm invasion, insurrection, accident, order of court, judge or civil
authority, governmen gulatlon an act of God, or any cause reasonably beyond the party’s
control and not attributable to its neglect. In the event of such an occurrence the time for
performance of such obligations or duty shall be suspended until such time that such disability to
perform, for which the party is not responsible or which arises from a circumstance beyond its
control, shall be removed. The party claiming the suspension shall give notice of such
impediment or delay in performance to the other party within ten (10) days of the knowledge of
such occurrence. Each party shall make all reasonable efforts to mitigate the effects of any
suspension.

Neither the.]j'Dis. i
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22, SIGNATORY WARRANTY.

The persons signing and executing this Agreement on behalf of DCS and the District, or
representing themselves as signing and executing this Agreement on behalf of DCS and the
District, do hereby warrant and guarantee that they have been duly authorized by the party on
behalf of which they sign to execute this Agreement on behalf of such party and to validly and
legally bind such party to all terms, performances and provisions herein set forth.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned parties have entered mto"thls Interlocal Agreement
to Provide Student Transportation Services Between Dallas Couiity Schiools and Cedar Hill
Independent School District effective as of August 1, 2012,

DALLAS COUNTY SCHOOLS CEDAR HILL I‘NDEPEN
SCHOOL IISTRICT
By:
Larry Duncan
President of Board of Trustees
Date:
RECOMMENDED: ATTEST:

By:

" Mike Marshall
Secretary, Board of Trustees

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

By:

CHISD Attorney
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ATTACHMENT A

Dallas County
Schools

Strengthening Fduacation Theough Service

TRIPS CHARGES*#*
for the N
2012-2013 SCHOOL YEAR".

1,2012 .

Effective Augus

$80.00 Minimum for the First 2 Hours
(Time Begins and Ends at the Service Center)

$40.00 For Each Additicnal Hour After T

irst 2 Hours

CHARGES ARE ON A PER BUS BASIS**;

Cancellations:
$80.00 Charge For Tri
$25.00 Charge For Cai

ancell
""ll_?gti ons W

t The Schoel The Day of Departure.
h Less Than 24 Hours’ Notice.

assessed.
cancellati

Summer School:
Rate will be communicated by DCS to the District prior to summer program start.
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ATTACHMENT B

DCS POLICY CHAPTER 17
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§ 17.003. Bus Rider Code of Conduct

Bailas County Sehoals Policy Manual (Title 11, Chapter 17, § t7.001) Page -4

Chapter 17. Student Conduct
§ 17.081. Student Safety

(1) Dallas County Schools will attempt to ensure student safety through supervision
of students while transporting students on DCS buses, and through special atien-
tion to the foflowing:

{1y Maintaining a reasonably safe environment.
(2) Observing safe practices in the maintenance and operation of school buses,
(3} Providing first-aid care for students in case of accident or sudden iflness.

{t) The Superintendent or his designee shall work with the principals of the districts
served by DCS transportation services to develop plans and procedures for ac-
quainiing students with saft conduct, behavior, and procedures for the use of
schoel-provided transportation, and shall provide copies of the Bus Rider Code
of Conduct.

(¢) Dallas County Schools will require all disiricts served by BCS Network Security
Services to agree in writing to comply with the Children’s Internet Protection Act
(CCIPA™), 47 US.C. § 254(1), and the Protecting Children in the 21st Century
Act, Pub. L. No. 110383, Title H, 122 Stat, 4096 (2008}, and all Federal Com-
nmunications Commission rules regarding these acts, including maintaining re-
quired policies and annually filing required forms to certify compliance.

Adopted 1118/04; amended 1719712
§ 17.602. Student Discipline

Students must follow the student discipline guidelines of their school district and the
Bus Rider Code of Conduct any time they are on DCS property. including school bus-
©5.

Adopited 11/18/04

{a} The board of trustees of an indep :
' code of conduct for the district. ... In addition to establishing standards for §
student conduct, the student code of

Dallas County ScBovis Poticy Manual (Titke 11 Chapter 17, § 17.000) Page 1114




Dailas County Schools Polivy Manyal (Title I, Chapter 17, § {7.003) Page H1-5

(7} prohibit bullying, barassment,” and making hit lists' and ensure thai dis
trict employees enforce those prohibitions: and

(8)  provide, as appropriate for students at each grade level, methods, nclud-
ing options, for: j

(A} managing students in the classroom and on school grounds;

(B} disciplining students; and

(C} preventing and intervening in student discipline problems, includ- §-
ing bullying. harassment, and making hit lists. '

EE

Once the student code of conduct is promulgated, dny change or amendment §
must be approved by the hoard of trustees.

'-{ﬂ_) Each school vear, a school districr shall provide parents mwxtice of and infor-
' mation regarding the student code of conduct. ;

Texas Education Code § 37.001

hool bus or pas-

Il A school district may not require or all
i senger van that is in motion.

Texas Education €

§ 34.004

{a) Busriding is a privilege that requires responsible belavior. Certain rules of con-
duct are pecessary Tor the salety of all students who ride the bus. However, some

3
“Harassmont™ means threatening to canse harm or bodily hyjuey fo snother student, RN, I ReX-
aally intimidating conduct. causing physical disnage to the property of another student, subjecting
another student to-physical confimement or restraing, or maficiously taking any action that substantial-
by haims another student’s physical or ermetional health or safery,
Texas Education Code § 37.00H{BY D
3

“Hi fist” means a st of peapl targeied 1o e Iormed, using:
(A} @ fieearm, as defineid by Section 46.01¢3), Penal Cade
(B} u knife, as defined by Seetion 46.01(7), Penad Code: or
(Cy  any other oBjéct to be used with intent to cause bodily harm.
Fexas Education Code § 37.001{D)1)

Dalfas County Schools Poticy Manual (Tite 111, Chaptor 17, § 17.005) Page 10-5




Dallay Conmey Schools Policy Manual (Title [1L. Chapter {7, 8 17.403) Page 1116

students may choose not to conduct themselves appropriately. Students display-
ing the following infractions will be reponed to the principal by the bus driver,

(1) Improper boarding/departing procedures;

{2) Bringing any type of weapon or other article of imjurious or objectionable
nature aboard the bus;

(3} Failure to remain seated when direeted or when the bus is movIng:

(4)  Failure to wear a seat belt when directed or when the bus is moving (if the-
bus is-equipped with seat belts);”

(5} Refusing to obey driver or monitor or addressing driver or monitor in disre-
spectiul manner;

t6) Fighting, pushing. tripping or assaull;

{7) Bullying:

(8) Harassment {threatening o cause harm or bodily injury to another student,
engaging in sexually intimidating conduct, causing physical damage to the
property of another student, subjecting another student to physical confine-
ment or restraint. or maliciously taking any action that substantially harms

another student’s physical or emotional health or safety);

(%) Making hit lists (lists of peaple targeted to be harmed, using a {irearm, knife,
or any other object to be used with intent 1o cause bodily harm):

(10) Eating or drinking on the bus:

(11)Extending any part of a student’s body. clothing, or any other article outside
a bus window;

(12) Throwing, pitching, or shooting objects inside or out of the bus,
(13)Lighting matches or smoking or use ol tobacco produets on the bus:

(14)Spitting or Littering:

A school district shall require a sudent riding a bus operated by or contracted for operation by the
district to wear a seat belt i the bus is equipped with seat belis for all passengers on the bus. A
school district may implement a disciplinary policy o enforee the use of seat belis by stuzlents,

Fexas Education Code § 34013

Dialtas County Schools Foliey Manua) { 1l 111, Chapter 17,8 17.003) Page Hi-6




Datlas County Schools Policy Manual {Title HI. Chaprer 17, § 17,004} Pave TE-7

{15y Unnecessary noise;

{}6) Tampering with bus equipment or vandalism of bus property;
{17 Rude, discourteous. or annoving conduct:

(18} Destruction of property;

(19 Using profanity:

(203 Harassing or distracting the driver;

(21)Passession or use of tobacco, tobacco products, drugs, abusable volatile
chemicals, or alcohol;

(22) Public lewdness or indecent exposure:

{23y Making a Tulse alarm or report or terroristic threat;

(24) Engaging in conduct that constitutes a felony,

(25)Other behavior detrimental to safely, well-being, and respect for others.

(b) Dallas County Schools employees observing violations of this section shall re-
port the student and incident to the appropriate school principal. ncident reports
will be prepared in triplicate, with one copy to the principal, one copy o the DCS
Trauspertation Department. and one copy to The reporting employee. Responses
to incident reports will be provided to the DCS Trausporiation Department and to
the reporting cmployee.

Adopted L1718/04; qimended 1071807, 8/28/08

§ 17.004. Refusal or Suspension of or Removal from Transportition Services

F(1) .. Inaddition 1o establishing standards for student conduct. the student eode
of eonduct must: i

* &R

(3) outline conditions under which a student may be suspended as provided §

by Section 37.003;

specify that consideration will be given, as a factor in each decision con-
cerning suspension ., regardless of whether the decision concerns a g
mandatory or diseretionary action, 1o '

(A} sel-defense;

.. . TR mainmy

Badlas Coimey Sehoois Policy Manua (Title T, Chapter 17, § 17.004) Page TH-7
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(B) intent or Iad\ ni intent ih(( time m student m&(tgcd in the con- §
duct: "

{C)  astudent’s disciplinary hustory: or

(D) a disability that substantially impairs the student’s capacity to ap-
preciate the wrongfudness of the student’s conduct;

# ok F

address the notification of 2 student’s parent or guardian of a violation of §
the student ecode of conduct commitied by the student that results in sus- 1
pension ... :

| (b-1)The methods adopted under Subsection (a)(8) must provide that a student who
: is emrolled in a special education program under Subchapter A, Chapter 29,
may not be disciplined for conduct prohibiled in accordance with Subsection §
{a}(7) until an admission, review. and dismissal committee meeting has been §
hdd to review the condual.

) (a) Tim prmupa} or mhu appmpn‘ﬂt; admnmimtor may au\pmd a-student who
engages in conduct identified in the student code of conduct adopted under
Section 37.001 as conduct for which a student may be suspendex, :

(b} A su:,ptmsmn undu xhh section may 1ot exceed three sa,h(mi days

. Fma%!‘dm:m i1 {‘ad& &37 {iﬁ% T

(a) If a bus driver reasonably determines that a student’s behavior interferes with the
safe operation of the bus, or seriously threatens the safety of any person inside or
outside the bus, and that the sitwation cannot be resolved in any other way. the
driver may decline o transport the student.

{1} Hthe bus has not vet left the student’s home. school, or regular bus stop, the
driver should refuse the student permission to board or instruct the student
1o leave the bus. The driver will promptly notify the dispatcher, who will
notify the Area Director and the student’s school.

{2) 1fthe bus has already left the student’s home, school, or regular bus stop, the
driver showld promptly find a safe location, stop the bus, and instruct the
student to leave the bus, if safe to do so based on the severity of the situa-
tion; proximity to the student’s home, school, or regular bus stop: and the
student’s age. The driver will promptly notify the dispateher, who will noti-
{y the Area Drrector and the student’s school,

(3) U the bus has already 1eft the student’s home, school, or regular bus stop and

Dalfas Connty Schools Policy Mauual { Litle 115, Chapter 17, % 1704 Page -8
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it is not safe to instruet the student to leave the bus, the driver should notify
the dispaicher, who will request that a supervisor or other appropriate per-
sonmnel be dispatched to the bus location to remove the student from the bus
and transport the student to the student’s home, school, or regular bus stop.

(b} Conduct listed in paragraphs 2, 6. 7. 8. 9. 12, 13, 16, 18, 21. 22,23, or 24 of the
Bus Rider Cade of Conduct, or repeated cenduct listed in any other paragraph of
the Bus Rider Code of Conduct, is a ground for suspension of or removal from
ransporiaiion services.

(¢) a-student has committed a viokation identified in paragraph (b), the Superinten-
dent or his designee may suspend the student from transportation services for a
period not 1o exceed three school days. Oral notice of such suspension shall be
given to the student’s parent or guardian and fo the student’s home school, at
least two hours before the student’s nexi scheduled time for {fransportation. [fthe
parent or guardiap cannot be contacted. the suspension will begin three school
days-afier written notice is given to the parent or guardian,

(¢} If a student has commitied a violation identitied in paragraph (b) that warrants a
longer removal from transportation services, the Superintendent or his designee
may remove the student Fom transporiation services for more than three school
days. Written notice of such removal shall be given to the student’s parent or
guardian and to the student’s home school at least three school days before the
removal is to begin. The student or the student’s parent or suardian may request
a conference with the Superintendent to discuss the removal, At the conlerence,
the Superintendent may uphold, modify, or reverse the removal. 1fthe complain-
ant is not satisfied with the outcome of the conference, the complainam may re-
quest the Board of Trustees to review the removal. The Board of Trustees may
uphold, modity, or reverse the removal. The decision of the Board of Trustees is
fioal.

&) The Superintendent or his designee has discretion to defermine the fength of any
suspension or removal. Consideration will be given tor

{1} the duration and severity of the misconduct:

(2) whether the person or property ol others was harmed or erdangered;
(3} whether the conduct interfered with the safe operation of the bus:

(4} whether the conduct is a violation of criminal law:

{5} provocation or self-defense;

(6) iotent or fack of intent at the time the student engaged in the conduet;

(7} the student’s disciplinary history, and

Dallas County Schools Policy Manual {Title 111, Chapler 17, & 17,004) Page 119
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(8) any disability that substantially wnpairs the student’s capacity to appreciate
the wrongflness of the student’s conduct.

(f)  Any change in transportation service for a student receiving special education
services must comply with transportation requirements identified in the st udent’s
Individual Education Plan (1P} unless revised or addressed in the student’s Be-

<« havioral Intervention Plan (BIP). A student receiving special education services
may not be disciplined for bullving, harassment, or making hit lists until an ad-
mission. review, and dismissal committee meeting has been held © review the
coenduct.

(g)  Allrefusal or suspension of or removal from transportation services is subject to
the provisions of Dallas County Schools” interlocal agreements with its client
school districts. DCS administration will eoordinate with school district trans-
portation haisons to ensure that Dallas County Schools’ approach to discipline of
students from each respective school district is consistent with the disciplinary
approach of the school district.

Adapted 11/15/07; amended 5/20710

§ 17.005. Property Damage by Students
Students shall not vandalize or otherwise damage or deface any property belonging to
orused by Dallas County Schools. Employees shall report to the student’s principal
and to the DCS Transportation Department incidents of vandalism and. if known, the
ndmes of those responsible.

See also Texas Family Code § 41.001.°

Adopred 11718/04

- Acpateni or other person who has the duty of control and reasonable disciphine of a child is lable for
uny property damage proximately caused hy:

(1} 1he negligent conduct of the child if the conduct is regsonably attributable to the neghi-
geit fadure of the parent or other person W exereise that duty: or

{2} the willful and maticious conduct of a child wiho is at least 10 years of age but under 18
years of age.

Toxas Family Code § 45,001

Dallas County Schovls Policy Manaal  Fitle 1%, C hapter 17, § 17,005 Page T
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§ 17.006. No Consent Required for Recording Student Conduct

| Ao emiployee of a school district is not required o oblain the child’s §
§ parvent before the employee may make a videotape of a child or authorize the re- §
£ cotding of a child’s voice if the videotape or voice recording is to be used only for: §

(1) purposes of satety, including the maintenance of order and discipting in §
common aress of the school or on school buses:

(2} apurpose related to a cocurricular or extracurricular activity, ...,

‘oxas Education Code § 26,0050y

§ 17.007. Prevention of Bullying

e i

(@) Inthis section, “bullying” means, subject to Subsection {b), engaging in written§
: or verbal expression, expression twough electronic means, or physical conduct §
that occurs on school propenty, at a school-sponsored or schookrelated activity, [
or in a vehicle operated by the district and that: ;

{1} has the effect or will have the effect of physically harming a student, dam-
aging a student’s property. or placing a student in reasonable fear of harm
10 the student’s person or of damage to the student’s property; or

{2} is sufficiently severe. persistent, and pervasive enough that the action or
threat creates an intimidating. threatening, or abusive educational envi-
ronment for a student. |

L (b)) Conduct described by Subsection (a) is considered bullying if that conduct:

(1) exploits an imbalance of power between the student perpetrator and the §
student victim through writien or verbal expression or physical conduct; §
and

interferes with a student’s education or substant ially disrupts the operation
ot a school, :

The board of trustees of cach school district shall adopt a palicy, including any§
necessary procedures, concerning bullving that: .

{1} prohibits the bullving of a student:

(2) prohibits retaliation against any person, including a victim, a witness, or§
another person, who in gond faith provides information CONCErning an in-§
cident of bullying: :

(3} establishes a procedure for providing notice of an incident of bullying to a §
parent or guardian of the victim and a parent or guardian of the bully with- 4
in areasonable amount of time after the incident; '

Daltas County Schools Policy Maweal {Title 111, Chapier 17, § 17,0069 Fage 1T
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{#) establishes the actions a student should take to obtain assistance and inter-§
vention in response to bullying: :

{5} sets out the available counseling options for a student wha is & vietim of
or a witness to bullying or who engages in bullying: ‘

(6) establishes procedures for reporting an incident of bullying, investigating:
a reported incident of bullying, and determining whether the reported in-§
cident of bullying occurred;

{7y prohibits the imposition of a disciplinary measure on a student who, afier |
an investigation, is found 10 be a victim of bullying, on the hasis of that§
student’s use of reasonable self-defense in response to the bullying: and  §

1(®) requires that discipline for bullying of a student with disabilities comply with
i applicable requircments under faderal law, including the Individuals with Disa-
bilities Education Act (20 U.8.C. Section 1400 ef seq.). .

’I‘es Education Code & 37.0832

{8} Bullying of a student, as defined by state law, is prohibited. See also Policy
17.003(aX 7} (Bus Rider Code of Conduct). Prohibited bullying may take the
form of expression or conduct that is reasonably perceived as being motivated ei-
ther by any actual or perceived characteristic. including but not limited to race,
ethnicity, color, religion, ancestry, national origin, gender, sex. sexual orienta-
tion, gender identity and expression, marital status, socio-economic background,
social/family background, linguistic preference, political beliefs, or a mental,
physical, or sensory disability, difference, or impairment.

(B). Retaliation against any person. including a victim. a witness, or another person,
who in good faith provides information concerning an incident of bullying is
prohibited. Sze also Policy 15.001{a) regarding employees.

{c} DCS employees ohserving bullying of a student shall follow the reporting proce-
dures found in Policy 17.003(b). Upon notification of an incident of bullying,
DCS shall notify the student’s school district of the incident. In accordance with
DCS" interlocal agreements with its client school, the school district shall pro-
vide notice ol an incident of bullying to a parent or guardian of the victim and a
parent or guardian of the bully within a reasonable amount of time afler the inci-
dent, investigate the reported incident of bullying, and determine whether the re-
ported incident of bullying occurred.

(d) To obtain assistance and intervention in response to bullying, a student should
timely report any concerns to the bus driver and should follow the student’s
sehool district’s procedures for reporting to the appropriate school administrator,

{e} A student who is a victim of or a witness to bullying or who engages in bullviag
~ should contact the student’s school district o learn available counseling options.
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{f) DCS will not impose a disciplinary measure on a stadent who, after an investiga-
tion, is found and reported by the school district to be a vietim of bullying, on the
basis of thar student’s use of reasonable sell-defense in response to the bullying.

{g) Discipline for bullying of a student with disabilities must comply with applicable
requirements under federal law, including the tndividuals with Disabilities Edu-
cation Act (20 U.8.C. §§ 1400, o1 seq.). Sec Policy 17.004(D.

Adopted 120711
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