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FLAG DISPLAY

This school board believes that respect for the flag is an integral part of good citizenship. The school board shall
provide for flags and flag staffs. The superintendent shall ensure that students receive proper instruction in flag
etiquette and in patriotic exercises.

UNITED STATES FLAG AND STATE FLAG

The flag of the State of Mississippi and the flag of the United States shall be displayed in close proximity to the
school building at all times during the hours of daylight when the school is in session when the weather will permit
without damage to the flag.

It shall be the duty of the board of trustees of the school district to provide for the flags and their display. Whenever
the flag of the United States is to be flown at half-staff by order or instructions of the President or pursuant to
federal law, all public schools shall lower the United States flag in accordance with the executive order or
instructions or federal law. The school shall announce the reason that the flag is being flown at half-staff to all
students in assembly or by teachers in the various classrooms or by prominently displaying written notice throughout
the school stating the reason that the flag has been lowered.

In all public schools there shall be given a course of study concerning the flag of the United States and the flag of the
State of Mississippi. The course of study shall include the history of each flag and what they represent and the
proper respect therefor. There also shall be taught in the public schools the duties and obligations of citizenship,
patriotism, Americanism and respect for and obedience to law. ' 37-13-5 (2002)

FLAG ETIQUETTE

The flag of the United States shall be displayed in close proximity to the school building, on a proper staff, at all times
during the hours of daylight when the school is in session when the weather will permit without damage to the flag.
In addition, the flag of the United States shall be displayed in each classroom and in each principal room of the school
building at all times while school is in session. It shall be the duty of the school boards of each school district to
provide for the flags, proper flag staffs and their proper display. Each school district shall provide student instruction
in the proper etiquette toward, correct display of, and respect for the flag, and in patriotic exercises. The instruction
shall be a part of the district's fifth grade social studies curriculum or history curriculum, with the assistance of the
State Department of Education.

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE

From and after July 1, 2002, the school boards of all public schools of this state shall require the teachers under their
control to have all pupils repeat the oath of allegiance to the flag of the United States of America at the beginning of
the first hour of class each day school is in session, such oath of allegiance being as follows: "l pledge allegiance to
the flag of the United States of America, and to the Republic for which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible,
with liberty and justice for all."

Any student or teacher who objects to reciting the oath of allegiance shall be excused from participating without
penalty. ' 37-13-6 (2002)



