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District of Innovation Plan Renewal
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District of Innovation Background
In the summer of 2015, the 84th Texas Legislature passed HB 1842, 
allowing public school districts to become Districts of Innovation and to 
gain exemptions from certain provisions of the Texas Education Code. 
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District of Innovation - §102.1303. Eligibility
• (a) A district is eligible for designation as an innovation district if the
district's most recent performance rating under the Texas Education Code
(TEC), §39.054, is at least acceptable performance, as indicated in the
applicable year's academic accountability manual adopted under
§97.1001 of this title (relating to the Accountability Rating System).
• (b) A board of trustees may not vote on the final approval of the
innovation plan if the district is assigned either a final or preliminary
rating below acceptable performance, as indicated in the applicable
year's academic accountability manual adopted under §97.1001 of this
title. In the event the preliminary rating is changed, the board of trustees
may then vote to become an innovation district.
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District of Innovation Background
School districts may NOT exempt themselves from the following:
(1)  a state or federal requirement applicable to an open-enrollment charter 
school operating under Subchapter D, Chapter 12;

(2)  Subchapters A, C, D, and E, Chapter 11, except that a district may be 
exempt from Sections 11.1511(b)(5) and (14) and Section 11.162;

(3)  state curriculum and graduation requirements adopted under Chapter 
28; and

(4)  academic and financial accountability and sanctions under Chapters 39 
and 39A.
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District of Innovation - Process

Board adopts resolution to develop Local Innovation Plan
- Board approves Local Innovation Committee members
- Committee develops Local Innovation Plan
- Notification to TEA of intention to vote on proposed Plan
- Final Plan posted on District website
- District Advisory Team (aka DAT) holds public meeting and votes on the Plan 
(majority required for approval)
- Board votes on Plan (2/3 of membership required)
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District of Innovation Background
On October 9, 2019, the SEISD Board of Trustees unanimously adopted 
a resolution to consider becoming a DoI. The District Advisory Team 
(DAT) received a presentation from the administration explaining the 
rationale for becoming a DoI. On November 4, 2019, and November 13, 
2019, SEISD held public hearings regarding the DoI and solicited input 
from those in attendance. Finally, on November 13, 2019, the Board of 
Trustees decided to proceed with this initiative and unanimously 
approved the DoI committee membership. The DoI Committee is 
charged with drafting a Local Innovation Plan (LIP) that will focus on 
seeking exemptions that will benefit the students at SEISD and its 
stakeholders. 
The DAT is meeting again today to adopt the renewal of the DOI plan
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District of Innovation
Review of Last Amendment 

(08/01/2024)
. 

Soaring to Excellence



 

Soaring to Excellence



. 

Soaring to Excellence

No 
Changes 



Soaring to Excellence

Removed



Soaring to Excellence

No 
Changes 



 

Soaring to Excellence



District of 
Innovation 
Plan Renewal

Soaring to Excellence



District of Innovation Exemption 1 of 4

Soaring to Excellence

1. First Day of Instruction (current law)

TEC Sec. 25.0811. First Day of Instruction. (a) Except as this section 
provides, a school district may not begin instruction for students for a 
school year before the fourth Monday in August.



District of Innovation Exemptions 2 of 4
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2. Teacher Certification (CTE and Fine Arts)
CTE or Fine Arts 
Teachers who do not 
have SBEC certificates 
will not receive 
contracts. However, the 
District does not want 
to be exempt from 
21.053 because certified 
teachers must present 
their certificates to the 
District so the District 
can contract with them 
under Chapter 21. 



Soaring to Excellence

• Clarifies that only CTE and Fine 
Arts Teachers are the only areas 
under local procedures for which 
noncertified teachers may be 
hired and issued a non-chapter 21 
contract.

• Clarifies that we must follow 
federal and state grant 
compliance as applicable. 

• Clarifies the need for a criminal 
background check for Non-SBEC 
certified teachers in CTE and Fine 
Arts, which aligns with the 
district’s administrative 
procedures.



District of Innovation Exemptions 3 of 4
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• Clarifies the notification timeline



District of Innovation Exemptions 4 of 4
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• Specifies the exact section of TEC 
37.006

• Clarifies the benefits of the 
exemption more clearly



District of Innovation Renewal Summary
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4 Exemptions :

1. First Day of Instruction

2. Teacher Certification for CTE and Fine Arts

3. Class Size

4. Removal for certain conduct for the use of e-cigarettes 



District of Innovation 
Renewal

 Voting
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District of Innovation Renewal – Board of Trustees 

• The Board of Trustees will consider the approval of the DoI Renewal 
on January 15, 2025.
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District of Innovation Website
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https://www.seisd.net/seisd-
board/district-of-innovation

https://www.seisd.net/seisd-board/district-of-innovation
https://www.seisd.net/seisd-board/district-of-innovation

