
OFFICE OF GOVERNOll :MARK DAYrO:zr.; 

Early Childhood Education Scholarships 
Investing in Early learning 

WG. ~"a ... tke "'....t impWlanl invt>slment our state can make is in the future 01 cue 
ctllldre.n. That is wilyGolMn", Oaj't<""sb~dget ma~es a major jnveslme~t tn Early 
Chlldhollll (ducatlon, Tile GOYf!1'Jl(Ir'~ bud rei pmvidP. an addition..] $44mnnee for 
early le;,fnl~ sc~olarships that will help 10,Il1lD tow- and mlddle~ncome kids ~tt..nd 

qllality mild.a", a"d pI"@!;chool wh"se lamille~ otherwi.e may not have been able to 
afford It, 

Pregram Background 
In 20l1, Gover""r Oaytonwcrked wi'l, It-e !etli<l.tur. ,,.. ~;l.bl '" [.rly Chlldllooo ,ouotlon 
Id.olo...,-III~, fur Minnesota child,w, ~1 t".fee "t1,ou!\ll!\,e.T"o mllion rlonirs w.\ m,rle 
lVallcble lor s.10Iarship, in nB .nd $3 mil'ion ~ ,Id<ed lef .W:4, -rc dat., ~f'l ~hi\rlren have 
,eceived .ohda"hi~s of up to $4.000 Witilcut an .dd'tion,1 in~,t",e" t, i,,,t 690 :;':ude,,!. ~er 

ye~r wouM rpc.iv. , <c~ol.'·,hip to """"~ prescr.ool in M irnes<,ro. 

l"\le~t1ngln our roungest learners 
S·;n'e lOO~. st."" im-o<l,n.nt, ,n ~a·ly etlldhood education nave been essentiaf'y Ila:, an'· in 
,~<el1l ye." MiMeS"l. n,; r.'ked 39" n .COe." I~ pro>c~ool f,"' 4-year-<JI~', ,LIt Governor 
Dorton', 1,I'tp," lnv"'tmen. in £.rl{ Childho"~ Ed~ca t.on S,~ol.rsh'Pf will expand t ,e st'tB'< 
comm,tm~M to "-,, ~ouf)~es\ \'~"'"'' 5.nd'"& lO,OOU "I10rE kidl to qu,ih:, child car, and 
p'eschool and d"m~ticall'l i"'~",,~11I'j Z~L~'S to G",lity, "f/orllallle nny I..,m,"~ pro~r"m,. 

» Minnesota KIndergartners A", ComIngto 5.11001 U(lp,,,,,~"'<1 t<> l""'II. 1,,\1 of all 
Kinjergart"er5 .8 entoring the ~·12 'y5tEm urpre~ared to learn, TnQ><'- wll<> ~lItef 

Kinrlergarten nr"~"red to loom or~ rr ur~ ikely to me~1 or exceed standards in reading 
anC Inath by third grarle and les> likely to requice ..p.dal edu""tlon Or «,,,,cratio'. 

,. These Sdloiarlhlps Will f)h,,<'~ Add",.. Mi"n..,ota'S AchIevement Gap. M inn<sota 
hos OM of the nat.on', ,no!;:glar,ng "",ievement gao'. ron'in. ~q" .mong tM 50 
stat., ~'Jmc'o". ,t"Ji', "\0,,,, t~at the bBI Wl)' to olose tni. ~.p md adequatelv 
pre.,are ,II <h,[d,eofu, ,''<co,, in "nflOl "rl lif,. ;0 t~rou!h ,lldteg·t ill1ll!5trnenh in 
Iolglr quailty early i,arnl"g that P"'P"'" tltilrl,~n IQ' K!ndelgil1't.n. 

»lnve,t...enl3l" farly learni"g Deliver a Concrete RO'tu'" o(ll~veot.m .."t. Ct-Ii~fe'l·S 

«~ool 'C.di"e.. IS • predictcr of later outcorne1. eVe1 file ·ong ,u~corne" In 1;0;, 

eoonOnli,ts at the Federai R",,,rllo R~n< of lJIinn,"~o,l, ha.le found that elleryS1 
,,,ve,ted i' Itig, qu,ilty early learnin~ yield, a S10 ret~rn an OU' inve<l"'En'. Most of 

',ilat <o.t ••~Inl.' I, ;n o~"c. 'ioll, I ,"man se"ices, and iusti"" .y,tern ;"~ing", a, we! a< 
in.reose<l'zx ,~ve,,)e. 



Educati<!in 
Kdv Leumin!? ~"hQl...hip' Pn"g.:~lll 

E;lrly u.arning S~blllu~bipllPI.,gnllU 
Th' Mi~rt~'QLa DoplU auem of td'J"ati.m (MDE) L~ pl<ao~d to arnour,~e tl.,t the Em',): Learning Sctolar,hip' P'''gT3ln ;, nO"­
available for \1inllesota [am,lie,' The ;ch~ I"'hips will mc:<oa"C ""c""~ IO high-qualiy early childhood prograns for three, to 
fivc-yea,_old children with the bi&hest. need, in Olde, [0 improve schoc 1reodiness fa, alJ }01l11E chilJren. Prio,il}' Ivr 
schclars.iips will be givm ha,.d 00 fomil)' iacome, (;h:Jd pQverlj" and geographic region. L'p rc ~5,O)o pa s(,hJhu~hip ,"'11 be 
aw,nkd, MDE e>linatu: tbili. 4,OW scholatsuips per year ",,1\ ue a"'flJrltil ',) f"",i!ie,. 'Wilb ) "wI<: childrt:1l thn:1J:1b.Q~t in" 
st~b. Th.', refl"ecem ap?""jr..LLat",',j' 9 rerc<Ollt of 11e eligible children in Minnesota. 

E9rl~' Lrarning SdlOla'8bip> l'at1l.w,:, J: 111,,;, Earl)' t.eaning Scl1ol~"hip, ~". "'·"Weo d=---Tl;; 1(, r~lIlille, wh\>mcffi 
di""'iEI' t<:qLi1"~l\'''>fIt, inducing I\.lYiLl~ a child ll=[Ween the ages ofthree to four as d' S"l'temkr 1 'lfth. currant yeer a:lJ 
wh\>Jn~~1 other eligibility reqaverrems a, outlined in MinM.",I" 2013 Ses.,'oll Law Artide 8. section 1240.165, 

Eligble fmJilies wiJ receive on Ea:lv L,"m;,g ScholoI"hip, l'albw~)' I aware, a:ld the achoJ~rsllip, .tunJs will be p~,d 1:0 ;be 
"."11) .nl)ohooo program lh~t lhB boni1i cn",,;,,--,. S~hoh"hip' lO 'amiues Ina". ~c usee in "0." "",Iy childl:tooel" og,.:n 
gift.'.ioi?3(\r.g (r. (he PJrerl' A',,,'·e Q~;J ,(, gah,g ~~J 11TpfGy~m~ru Sy[l(em. n." Paren; A ""r~ plr1:id~a"ll;; prQ1Tan\~ a fa.-lliIY 
ir,-~r cnocse include Heal' Star:, school di>lric(prekinde;garten alld rre.,ehnd p,o:mLmJ. a"J <;llild c¥, pro"amJ. Pa6....ay I 
icholm~hi? '<follow 'hc child" ",ndare award~d to Ihe family fO! Lp to 12 nDnths~ 

Earl~ Lo..nllllg S'~()lanhjp8P allm"~y n:The P~t1lWJ)' II ,ohob,hipi: ar~ a"',ucled to bmilie. li"'OlJgh ao eli!,ibk F"'ll·Star 
Pur"l:t A·..'3.rerated p<'GllY"n\. Four.'t., Paron1 A"'ore '~'cd J-Ilog:r.un; include H~a~ SlRc, school disuoi-:l prd,il\(kr\!:;lITen "1'd 
prescnoot PIG.~S, and child ',~Ie prognm~ within gco3rapldc region, iden:ifierlhy MOE. P=gm"" l-'ucUcipat·.ug as a 
Path1"ay J1 sice ","~ei"p Pamwa;' IT 5nlwlu"hipi ftlllds tm up w ]2 'nont.iS. 

•	 !:,1rh:.L~a,-:1 in'~ Sci :"i,u-,h iI'S FAQ 
The I'AQ ("Lumenl provides 3llSWeI, to commonly alW que~io~s a~J ,ontlct infolIDati<Jll for l~~AI ,~ha]=hip 

adminisu-aloI5. 
• ,"HI) • C',c\»mpbic Di,lri"ulini I J! b:bw;,,. : Eor:" k~a,,--, n,; S;,w1,"AJlp, 

:\13.>, "f f'a~)w~y , f ""ll' L"•.."i"2' lk,,,loubips wtlidl VI \.l be l\<!:lf,bi tc elij;.b\e d\ildr." fC'iilin; In tsese i~~l\ti.'Ierl 

ClUlilios in each of the 13 Go\'e:nor" Ec(ltlomio De"elopmrot RB~",ll'. 

'-,". t,fi!!.""':"t., ~nrl~:"'-L,iIFSdlow,h'ps PR('!1\Vi:\' rI.iE'idmcc 
F~IlI -Star paren: Awue rated schoc, diotricT prebndeIgl>I1.on me p",s~huol p:og.mms, Head Start. chi1<l car" cenl~rs illld 
f<Ul.:l)' ,'hiM car~, programs WJUlin sel~cleci ~~hcd di,trk' boundaries Jl"e eJigihl~ to applv I" h~c~IJl~ "" Eorly Lea:jJiLJ~ 

S-d",ln!liI" P3\b,,"~Y 11 ;;;<:0. Thi, :!:u:,i"""" ,i"",n'~'l\·. j!IwiM~ ?l'eLm;nHY d,~tail abont lhe Early Lcarr.ing h!l\lbn;hips 
Patl\\vc! l! <,pp1icar;0'l process tor eli~ble programs. 
U,.~~"pbic D;,11 '1.>,et"'\1 on'",·I",,".\' 1 foal'l" !.-e1Ifllll'" Seh,] larsllilOS. 
P~UlW"}' I Early Leanllng SclJobslJips win be ewerded to ~Iig-ible 6il<lrr" rc"idin.~ In th(;se identiiied oountk, in eacu 
oJ'lb_ 10 Cove"",,' ci Economic Deveioprr.cnt Regions. 

·	 :i~I .. L.'"miw: <;cil"b~' I' ~tl' g.-a' lliJi,,d'k S""'·' (C~ ""1""",,.::;1 
Tl,;' Joollment pr.WiJes 3 ,;;olnplele lilting of ar"al el'gibb fOI Pathway Jl scholarship Early L~oroin" Sd,uwships are 
uvaitable to fami1ie~ thm"...-l: Patl,w,,)' II .i,o.,. 'This d.ecument hlclud., the fonrula mlculatiom used b". MDE to 
dcrermioc eligibility wilhin 'eh<Jd J.iSLrict Etteml'l1lDe al"a~ in Nch 0' Ih~ 11 Govern","" &"n'JJUk De"lopmcm 
Re~ic.n,. C"I.'Ulat.d Poth ",ay H ",';ml:m;Dlp amDlmS by ,\',n'XlI dismol al:I,no~r"'e >W..a> j, incblied. Four.;;tarI'are"l 
A1,Vare r)(ed prOJ3a'IIS iindD!lng "hi1d cure, SdK'~ 1di,tricl rrek.'nde..-;~r(c" aJld !,,~s:hoOI programs, ""dHead St.>tt) 
",;lhi" ".cho,)l di,mct .ttend:! 



Duluth Public Schools Early Learning Scholarship Application for 2014-21)15 

We requested: 

•	 Expand the numb..r ofdays of service at 2 School Readiness: sues from 3-4 days. 

•	 Offer a lower child: staffratio to help increase children's gains OJ] state benchmarks by 

adding an(lther parI-time paraprofessional at 3 School Readiness c11lS~ro()m~_ 

•	 OfTer:L lower child: staff reno to help increa.se children', gain;; OD. stare benchmark> by 
adding another pan-lime paraprofeesionalar 6 Head Start cI,'S,roOIDS. 

•	 Partner with Earl)' Childhood Family Education t(l offer Parent EUgllgeIDe,,1 opportunities 

through m(lnthh Pcrenr Edncation groups at 3 Sl'nuol Readiness sites. Parent Education 

groups will include a light meat, childcare and assistance with transponati(ln. 

In addirlon. we can carryover the EL Scholarship money we have been using this )'C~ 

into "eXT year ar.d do me same type of sup;>orr ro Round-Up and offer Kindergarten 
Connection programming in the spring (1[2015, 


