OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARK DAYTOMN

WMt gov govelnor | Jamuary 2013

Early Childhood Education Scholarships

Investing in Early Learning

Wa knaw the most iMponant investment our state can make is in the future of our
children. That is why Governor Daytor’s budpet makes a major investment in Early
Childhood Education. The Governor's budget provides an additional 544 million for
eacly learning scholarships thet will help 10,000 tow- and middle income kids attend
quality child care and preschool whose families ptherwise may not have been able to
afford 1t

Praogram Background :

In 2011, Governar Daytan workad with the Yegiglature tnooastabl en Carly Chlidhood -gueation
$cholrships fur Minnesota children, ages three tirouzh fve, Two mbiten dohars was marde
avallzhle far scrolarshipsin 2712 and $3 milfon 5 slared for 2024, T date, 3648 children have
received scholarships af up to 54,000 Witlieut an add'tional investmant, just 639 shdesds per
year would recaiva o scholarship rc attend preschool in iMirnescra,

Investing in Our Youngest Learrnors

Lince 2005 state inveshimsmizn watly childheod education nave been essential'y fl2:, ang in
recem yaats Minnesota has ratked 39" 1 gecers o preschool for d-yesr-olds, BUT Gavernor
O yton’ s EIOCC mvestment in Eariy Childhood Edecat on Scholarsiups wih expand be stata’s
comrmubmaent t0 Ay youngesr \earners, sending 10,000 Tiore kids to quality child care and
preschaol and dramarically imeooving 2ccess 1o quatity, sifortabie s2ry lasrming proyrams.

» Minnesota Klndergartners Am Coming to SehoolUnpepared to Learn, Half of al
Kindergartners ar= entering the %-12 system urprepared fo learn. Those who eoter
Kindergarten prepared to learn ere rmore kkely to meel or excesd standards in reading
anc inath by third grade and less likely 1o requite sp2cial education or rernectatian.

% Yhese soholarships Will Mracily Address Minnesots’s Achlévement Gag. KMinnesotz
hiat one of the naton’s ines: glanng adhievement gans, mnking 49" among the 50
ghatas Mamorous Budizs show tat the best wiy to ctose this gap 2nd adeguate |y
prepare 3il children for success in sthool ar f ife, 1S through sUaLeg ¢ iNvEStmEnts in
hight quallty eerly learning that prepare childeen for ¥Kindergarten.

» Investments In Early Learning Caliver 2 Concrete Return on Investrmeat, CHHgren's
schoo! readiness is 7 predicter of later putcomes. even [Fe'ong ubcornes, [n fao,
econonists at the Federal Reserve Rany of Minneapots have found that every 51
mwested it high quality early learning vields a 516 return 0n our investrment. Most of
+l13t tost 1avings is n cdveation, Liurman services, and fustice system savings, a3 well as
ingreased rax teyen te,
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Early Learning Scholarahips Fiogram _

Tha Mirnescla Depancent of Edacatian (MDE) (¢ pleased ta arnource that the Earvy Learning Sckolarships Progran is now-
available for Minnesota families! The schalarships will Increase acueds  high-quali v early elildlicod programs for three- to
flve-year-old clildren witl the highest needs in order 0 1morove school readiness for alt yrimg children. Pricaily fur
scholwsaips will be given hased on Family income, child poverly and geograpbic regon. Up 1o §5,000 per schalaiship will be
awarded WDE estmates thai 4,000 scholardhips per yoar will be awarrded - fatatlics with young ehiddren throughoot the
gtatz. This regrecerts apocoadulaiz @ parcent al *he eligible children in Minnesaca.

Eligible clildren will ba ahle to ac2ess \he Early Leartéing Scholarships in cne of two veayi:

Eany Learpimg Scholarslnps Pathway 10 These Garly Leaning Scholacships ae avarded duectly 10 Dnnijies whe meet
elizibility reguireinenie including haviug a child berween the apes of three 0 four as of Sertember 1 9F the current vear. and
who meet other eligibilicy requirerrents as outlined in Minaeanda 2013 Session Law Artivie B, zection 124D, 167,

Eligble Families wi] re¢eive an Early Learning Scholarships Patlway T award aad the scholatships funds will be puid 1o the
carly ¢hildheod program that the famil v choegses. Scholarships 10 Tmilies inay be usee in aay =arly childhood pogram
Farizipatng in the Paren: dwars Quality Ratng wud Irprovanen Syarem, The Paren: Awire particinacinr programs a family
m#y choose include Head Start, school distict prekindergarten and presehncl progeans, aed ¢Litd carz programs. Patiway 1
scholmships “folow the child”™ and are awardzd to the family fn Lp @0 12 niinths.

Earis Learning Seboiarships Paibway I3 The Pathway 1 ccholzrships are avuded w families inrough an elighble Foo -Star
Parzit Avware roted progrzm. Fowr-Sfar Parent Aware caed programs ineluds Head Stor school diswis prelindergantzn wd
prescacol pragrams, and child zare progrims within geozraplic regjons identified hy MDE. Prograws partizipatug as a
Pathway [] sitz -eeedve Pathwar I snliclarships funds tor up @ 12 inont.as.

+ Yarlv Leamine Seinfwships Facl
The TAQ covtmenl provides aswers to commonly asked questions and contact information for Ineal seholaship
adinimisrators.
v Mg - Geeetdpiue Dhsterbmin of Parliweiy | Barly Szhobaship,
Map of Pathway T Farly Learning Sciolanbips which wil be swarded (e eliy ble children residing in these identied
gunlizs in zach of the 13 Govemor's Economis Development Regrons.
VIR Minnesatn Eaclv Leariing Sehaarshps Paciwey M Guidenee
Fonr —Star paren: Avare rated schoo. distriet prekindergerien end preschaol programs, Head Scart, child care ceniers and
fenily child cars programs wiinin selected achopt disimict botundanes are eliglihle to gpply to become an Barly Leaciny
Seholaship: Patweay I cite. Thiz gudans donumews provides prelmimery detail abont the Eerly Learming Scholarships
Pathwzy IT epplication prmczgs for eligible prograns.
= (Fographic Dishibuton of Patbway [ Batly Learning Schalarships.
Pathway I Early Learming Scholzrehips will be swarded to sligible caildren residing in these identified countiss in 2acl”
nithe 13 Gevoue s Econoine Development Reglors.
« nle Doaenioe Scholopehips Patberay 1 Vbl Soes (Oa culathunst,
Thi» dozument provides a coinplele [siing of areas eligible for Pathway 11 scholarships  Earh- Laarpine Soholerships are
avallable to farmilies thmwigl Patlway IT siizs. Thiz decument includes the foiruia caleulations ussd by MDE to
dererming sligibility willin schocl district eMendance areas in each of ihe 17 Governot's Beeninic Development
Repiony, Caloulated Pathveay ST schiolarship 2meanes by sthool dismicn anendance arzas i ipclided. Bour-Sar Parent
Avware riled programs {dncluding child egre, schwoal districl prek'nderzarton and vresshool pragrams, and Head Start)
within aachool Jisurict attenda




Druluth Public Schools Early Leaming Scholarship Application for 2014-2015

We requesied:

Expand the number of days of service at 2 School Readiness siles from 3-4 days.

Offer a lower child: staff ratio to help increase childien’s gains on staie benchmarks by
adding another pari-ture pareprofessional at 3 School Readiness clessrooms.

Offer a lower child: ==ff ratio to belp increase children's pains an state benchmarks by
adding ancther pan-time paraprofeszional at & Head Stan classrooms.

Partner with Early Childhood Family Education to offer Parent Engagement oppormunities
through monthiy Parent Edncartion groups at 3 School Readiness sites. Parent Education
groups will include e light meal, childcare and asgistance with transpentation.

In addition, we can carryvover the EL Scholarship money we have been using this vear
into next year ard do the same type of support to Round-Up and offer Kindergarien
{onnection programming in ithe spring of 2013,



