
513R Student Promotion, Retention, and Program Design 
 
Guidelines for Implementing Whole Grade Acceleration in Grades K-5 
 
Guidelines: 
 

● Whole grade acceleration acknowledges that a student has already achieved at the 
requisite level to qualify for a higher grade placement. 

● Whole grade acceleration is seen as an intervention within the Multi-Tiered Systems 
of Support (MTSS) framework to be considered when the current grade level 
curriculum is a significant mismatch between the student’s academic needs, 
motivation, and readiness. 

● Acceleration decisions must involve a comprehensive team (Acceleration Team) 
discussion guided by an objective and timely process. 

● The gifted education/differentiation specialist will maintain communication with the 
team during the evaluation period. 

● The assignment of the student is the legal prerogative of the superintendent or 
his/her designee. 

 
 Whole Grade Acceleration Procedure: 
 

1. The acceleration referral is made to the building principal by the parent/guardian or 
staff member based on the student's current academic performance using the 
district’s referral form (Acceleration Request form). The process may be initiated at 
anytime, but should be no later than April 15​th​ for the following fall acceleration. 

 
2. The gifted education/differentiation specialist gathers existing student data including 

at least two documented strategies to meet student’s acceleration needs, previous 
test scores, work samples, teacher rating scales and a summary of classroom 
achievement. 

 
3. The Acceleration Team, consisting of the building principal, gifted 

education/differentiation specialist, the student’s classroom teacher and other 
personnel as deemed necessary by the principal, will review the existing data. 

 
4. If acceleration is a consideration, written approval is obtained from the 

parent/guardian for an assessment process to begin regarding potential acceleration. 
 

5. District personnel (gifted education/differentiation specialist or school psychologist) 
will administer appropriate assessments which are included on the Iowa Acceleration 
Scale (IAS). 

 
6. Critical items to consider for successful grade acceleration include: 

○ The student’s ability as measured by assessments chosen from IAS. 
○ Whether the student would be accelerated into the same grade, or higher 

than a sibling, or whether the student presently has a sibling in the same 
grade. 
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○ The student’s desire to be grade-accelerated. 
 

7. Criteria for grade acceleration may include: 
○ Student scores consistently are 95% or higher on curriculum-based 

assessments. 
○ Student achievement skill of approximately two years above grade level in 

core subject areas as measured by local and/or state assessments. 
○ A full-scale ability score of 130 +/- the standard error of measurement.  
○ Information from the IAS. 

 
8. Results of testing and Acceleration Team discussion will result in one or more of the 

following: 
○ The students will continue in regular programs with no changes. 
○ The students will receive curriculum-based services or extensions in one or 

more subjects to be determined by classroom teacher and gifted 
education/differentiation specialist. 

○ The student will accelerate one grade level. 
 

9. If grade acceleration is recommended a plan for class placement and transitions will 
be developed.  

○ If placement in the advanced grade is necessary within the school year, it 
should occur at a natural transition time. Best time to accelerate is a year 
before a transition year (Example: from 3-5, as to not miss 5​th​ grade 
transition year to middle school expectations, and responsibilities.) 

○ Evidence suggests the earlier acceleration happens, the easier for the child to 
adjust (reforming Gifted Ed- Karen Rogers) 

○ The transition plan should address minor gaps that may occur. Accelerated 
students should be expected to achieve at a performance level comparable 
with their performance at their previous grade. 

○ A supported six-week transition period is recommended. 
  

10.  If acceleration is not recommended the following will be considered. 
○ Recommendations for the current grade level will be developed as necessary. 
○ Classroom teacher and gifted education/differentiation specialist will monitor 

student progress. 
○ Parents may appeal the committee's decision by writing a letter of request for 

further consideration to the superintendent or his/her designee.  
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Grade Acceleration Request Form 
 
Student’s Name:                                                           Date: 
 
Date of Birth:                                                                School: 
 
Current Grade:                                                              Current Teacher: 
 
Name of person requesting grade acceleration: 
 
Relationship to student:  
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
To be filled out by parent/guardian: 
 
I would like to request that ____________________________________be 
considered for grade acceleration. 
 
Please state rationale for this request: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please feel free to include a letter of request with this form with additional 
anecdotal information to enable the Acceleration Committee develop a clear 
understanding of the student that will aid in determining appropriate placement. 
 
Please note this form will start the process of collecting preliminary information 
about the students. It does not mean acceleration will necessarily occur.  
 
I have read the procedures for whole grade acceleration and understand the 
process that will be followed to determine if grade acceleration is appropriate for 
this student. I grant permission for the necessary assessments needed to 
determine if grade acceleration is appropriate. 
 
 
__________________________________               _______________________ 
Parent/Guardian Signature                                               Date 
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