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The Association of Illinois Rural and Small Schools (AIRSS) is excited to share
the first of what we hope is many Official Proclamations to come in support of
Arts in Education. It is an honor to partner and support this important cause
with Miss Illinois 2019 Ariel Beverly and we thank the City of Peoria and Mayor
Jim Ardis for their commitment to the arts in the Peoria community and
schools.
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Ariel Beverly

508 S. Park Avenue

Herrin, IL 62948

Cell: 618-713-2216 Office: 618-967-8637

September 10, 2019
Non-Profit Arts Sector is Economic Engine for Peoria

ILLINOIS — While touring Illinois schools during this National Arts in
Education Week (September 8 — 14), Miss Illinois Ariel Beverly is reaching out
to mayors and other elected officials to support the arts in high school and
recognize its impact on students.

One of Beverly’s stops was to meet with Mayor Jim Ardis who signed a
proclamation declaring September 15 as Arts in Education Day in Peoria. The
city’s arts community is becoming a destination for arts in the Midwest with
museums showcasing Smithsonian exhibits, a Civic Center Theater, Sculpture
Walk and the Peoria Symphony Orchestra.

“The nonprofit arts sector is a huge economic engine in our community and as
the proclamation says, ‘we know that arts education enables students to develop
critical thinking skills, imagination, discipline, and ways to express their
feelings, all of which support academic success across the curriculum as well as
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personal growth outside the classroom,’” Ardis said.

Beverly has witnessed a decline of the arts and art funding in schools firsthand.
As a former art student, art teacher, and now art advocate, she wants to see an
art teacher in every school Currently, more than 80% of Illinois do not require
students to take a single course in the arts in order to graduate.

“Another reason we need art in our schools is because low income students with
a low participation in the arts have a 22% dropout rate,” Beverly said. “On the
other hand, students with a high participation in the arts have only a 4%
dropout rate.”

Although arts education is comprised of a wide array of disciplines such as
music, theater, visual arts, media arts, literature, design and visual arts; many
of those skills integrate with the Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics (STEM) program through projects like 3-D design printing,
coding or digital art.

According to Beverly, students who are part of a STEM program gain a
competitive edge when they also study art. This concept provides a holistic
approach to learning spurring students to be innovative and think creatively.

“I saw students who had a fear of not being perfect or not having perfect
grades,” Beverly said. “The arts can help with those issues because they learn
that art allows for creativity and not being perfect. They get a chance to
experience using a different part of their mind that they’re not using as much.”

To learn more about the #IncludeTheArts initiative or partnering with Miss
Ilinois Ariel Beverly in advocating for the arts and raising awareness in the
Ilinois school system, e-mail Media@MisslllinoisEvents.com or call her media
representative at 618-713-2216.

3/4



9/17/2019 Pana Community Unit School District #8 Mail - Fwd: Peoria Mayor Declares Sept. 15 Arts in Education Day

mailchimp

Mr. Jason Bauer
Superintendent - Pana CUSD #8
14 E. Main Street

Pana, IL 62557

Phone: (217) 562-1500

Fax: (217) 562-1501

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=cd46144bfd&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1644566273697802315&simpl=msg-f%3A164456627369... 4/4


https://airssedu.us20.list-manage.com/profile?u=96d67e0db15f89a25a10f93af&id=9a7ed05011&e=d09a900a88
https://airssedu.us20.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=96d67e0db15f89a25a10f93af&id=9a7ed05011&e=d09a900a88&c=273b5bd41b
http://www.mailchimp.com/monkey-rewards/?utm_source=freemium_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=monkey_rewards&aid=96d67e0db15f89a25a10f93af&afl=1

