
 
North Slope Borough School District Board of Education

Archie K. Brower Conference Room, Central Office
Utqiaġvik, AK

Unapproved Minutes  
Special Meeting        
January 5, 2023
10:00 a.m.

CALL TO ORDER AND MOMENT OF SILENCE: Robyn Burke, Board President, called the 
Board of Education special meeting to order at 10:05 a.m. at the Archie K. Brower Conference room 
and over ZOOM Video Communications in Central Office in Utqiaġvik, Alaska. 

FLAG SALUTE: The Pledge of Allegiance was led by the Board of Education. 

ROLL CALL:

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Charles Brower MOVED to APPROVE the agenda. Frieda Nageak 
SECONDED the motion. Question called for UNANIMOUS CONSENT. No objections. The motion 
carried UNANIMOUSLY. 

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS: District staff were recognized as present.

2023-2024 REHIRE TENURED AND NON-TENURED CONTRACT RECOMMENDATIONS is 
presented by Dr. Bobby Bolen, Director of Human Resources. This meets Strategic Plan goal 3.1 Hiring 
& Recruiting. Under BP 4112.1, Contracts (Certificated Personnel), after January 1, the Board may issue 
teacher contracts for the following school year. Contracts shall be approved by the Board and signed by 
at least two Board members. The Chief School Administrator is recommending the following tenured and 
non-tenured teachers for continuing contracts for the 2023-2024 school year: 

Aḷak School, Wainwright
Employee Name Position Status
Arakaki, Renee 2nd Grade Tenured
Bauer, Carrie PK-5th Special Education Teacher Tenured
Bauer, David Counselor Tenured
Becker, Deborah ECE (K3/K4) Non-Tenured
Bodfish, Kathy Iñupiat Language Teacher Tenured
Chapman, Rebekah 9th-Social Studies Tenured
Garcia De Leon, Olga Marissa 4th Grade Tenured
Light, Samantha 5th Grade Tenured
Mekki, Anna Kindergarten Tenured
Wright, Trina 1st Grade Tenured

Nora Jane Burns – Present via teleconference Charles Brower – Present via teleconference 
Madeline Hickman – Present via zoom Robyn Burke- Present
Frieda Nageak – Present Nancy Rock – Present via teleconference
Qaiyaan Harcharek– Present via teleconference Student Representative: Magdelina Stringer – Excused
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Nunamiut School, Anaktuvuk Pass
Employee Name Position Status
Kakinya, Violet Early Childhood Education (K3/K4) Non-Tenured
Torres, Donald Kindergarten Tenured
Webb, Susan 1st Grade Tenured
Stone, Lillian Iñupiat Language Teacher Tenured

Meade River School, Atqasuk
Employee Name Position Status
Albini, Jethro 6th-8th Grade Tenured
Burke, Ethel Iñupiat Language Teacher Non-Tenured
Edward Martin 9th-12th Math/Science Non-Tenured
Kelly Browder 2nd-3rd Grade Tenured*
Lloyd, Patti ECE/Kindergarten Tenured
Lloyd, Rod 1st-2nd Grade Tenured
Mathis, Kristopher 6th-12th Language Arts/Social Studies Non-Tenured
Perkins, Robbin SPED Non-Tenured

Harold Kaveolook School, Kaktovik
Employee Name Position Status
Barrett, Elise 2nd-3rd Grade Tenured
Blossom, Mirabelle K/1st Grade Non-Tenured
Halnier, Carey Language Arts Tenured *
Morris, Rose 4th-5th grade Tenured
Rexford, Flora Iñupiat Language Teacher Tenured
Rodriguez, Jonathan Math/Science Non-Tenured
Woldeit, Jonathan Early Childhood Education (K3/K4) Non-Tenured

*Acquires tenure, fall of 2023
Nuiqsut Trapper School, Nuiqsut
Employee Name Position Status
Dinkle, Scott 6th Grade Non-Tenured
Elkins, Rachel Kindergarten Non-Tenured
Goldman, Douglas 7th-12th Math Tenured 
Goldman, Shiela 7th-12th Grade Science Non-Tenured
Goricki, Kevin 1st Grade Non-Tenured
Goricki, Matthew 5th Grade Non-Tenured
Hirst, Deborah 2nd Grade Non-Tenured
Kaigelak, Bernice Iñupiat Language Teacher - High School Non-Tenured
Mckusick, Scott 7th-12th Language Arts Tenured
Pausanna, Martha Iñupiat Language Teacher - Elem Non-Tenured
Young, Sierra 7th-12th Social Studies Non-Tenured

Tikiġaq School, Point Hope
Employee Name Position Status
Berry, Robert 7th-8th Credit Recovery Tenured
Fennema, Dawn PK-6th Special Education Teacher Tenured
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Gallahorn, Gail PK-6th Iñupiat Language Teacher Tenured
Greene, Alexis 6th-8th Science/Math Non-Tenured
Hamerly, Melinda 7th-9th Language Arts Tenured
Harlow, William 10th-11th Language Arts Tenured
Harvey, Harlee 1st Grade Tenured
Lane, Claudia 1st Grade Non-Tenured
Lane, Lillian 7th-12th ILT Non-Tenured
McCloud, Jesse 7th-12th PE Tenured
Nelson, Tara 5th Grade Tenured
Schedel, Ryann 2nd Grade Tenured
Trigilianos, Steve 7th-12th Math Non-Tenured
Vucasovich, Harvey 9th-12th Social Studies Tenured
Vuscasovich, Kyra 4th Grade Tenured
Westdahl, Donna 3rd Grade Non-Tenured
Williams, Cathy Counselor Tenured

Kali School, Point Lay
Employee Name Position Status
Bilbrey, Binelda 3rd/4th Grade Non-Tenured
Hammond, Kellina SPED Tenured
Itta, Julie Iñupiat Language Teacher Tenured 
Long, Becky Reading Interventionist Tenured
Tukrook, Lola Mayuk ECE Immersion Tenured

Fred Ipalook Elementary School, Utqiaġvik
Employee Name Position Status
Bailie, Maria 1st Grade Teacher Tenured
Blake, Dena Early Childhood Education SPED Teacher Tenured
Brown, Laura "Misty" 3rd Grade Teacher Tenured
Calderwood, Jacob Music Teacher Tenured
Cantlin, Mary 2nd Grade Teacher Tenured
Carter, Lisa SPED Teacher Non-Tenured
Conrad, Lynn 4th-5th SPED Teacher Tenured
Crowder, Janet Kindergarten Teacher Tenured
Dahl, Deborah Kindergarten Teacher Non-Tenured
Davis, Joan 1st-3rd SPED Teacher Tenured
Dela-Rosa, Anna Kindergarten Teacher Tenured
Elavgak, Vernon Iñupiat Language Teacher Non-Tenured
Ferreira, Timmothy Iñupiat Language Teacher Non-Tenured
Grierson, Frieda 1st Grade Teacher Tenured
Hardy, Tari 2nd Grade Teacher Non-Tenured
Hepa, Lynette Counselor Non-Tenured
Kaleak, Michelle 2nd Grade Teacher Non-Tenured
Kalvig, Jessica 3rd Grade Teacher Tenured
Kalvig, Joshua D. 3rd Grade Teacher Tenured
Lumpkin, Nancy Kindergarten Teacher Tenured
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Martinez, Harley 3rd Grade Teacher Non-Tenured
Nash, Tracie 1st Grade Teacher Tenured
Ningeok, Julia Early Childhood Education (K3/K4) ILT Non-Tenured
Patkotak, Jamie Iñupiat Language Teacher Tenured
Polota, Vainiaku Kindergarten Teacher Non-Tenured
Singson, Alonda 1st Grade Teacher Tenured
Stevens, Brett 5th Grade Teacher Tenured
Stevens, Laurie 5th Grade Teacher Tenured
Taylor, Timothy 4th Grade Teacher Tenured
Trayfalgar, Rowena 5th Grade Teacher Non-Tenured
Viehouser, Lee Ann 2nd Grade Teacher Non-Tenured
Villahermosa, Joy 5th Grade Teacher Non-Tenured
Wilson, Rondee 1st Grade Teacher Tenured
Wilson, Valeria 4th Grade Teacher Non-Tenured
Young, Heather Early Childhood Education (K3/K4) Tenured

Eben Hopson Middle School, Utqiaġvik
Employee Name Position Status
Allers, Elena Art Tenured*
Bass, Polly Alternative/Science Tenured*
Bress, Harley 6th Science Teacher Tenured
Downing, Andrew PK-12 PE/Health Teacher Tenured
Griffis, Joel 7th Grade Science Teacher Tenured
Hawley, Elizabeth 8th Grade Language Arts Teacher Tenured
Jackson, Jeffrey 6th Social Studies Teacher Non-Tenured
Marandi, Sable Counselor Tenured*
Matthews, Donna 8th Science Teacher Non-Tenured
O'Neal, Joan 6th Grade Language Arts Teacher Tenured*
Plymale, Misty Iñupiat Language Teacher Non-Tenured
Rosebarro, Christian Band - .5 Non-Tenured
Russo, Carmen 7th Grade Language Arts Teacher Non-Tenured
Samuelu, Emmanuel Music Teacher - .5 Tenured
Seifert, Diane E. SPED Teacher Tenured
Skelton, Lee SPED Teacher Non-Tenured
Skelton, Michael 7th Grade Social Studies Teacher Non-Tenured
Testerman, Gabrielle Computer Tech. Tenured
Walrath, Melissa 6th Math Teacher Tenured

*Acquires tenure, fall of 2023
Barrow High School, Utqiaġvik
Employee Name Position Status
Biesecker, Anais 9th-12th Social Studies Teacher Tenured*
Billings, Margaret 9th-12th Math Teacher Tenured
Collins, Douglas 9th-12th Math Teacher Non-Tenured
Elavgak, David Iñupiat Language Teacher Non-Tenured
Evans, Nicholas 9th-12th Language Arts Teacher Tenured
Foral, Thomas 9th-12th Science Teacher Tenured
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Fredericksen, Justin 9th-12th Language Arts Teacher Non-Tenured
Hilchey, Dana 9th-12th Science Teacher Non-Tenured
Horwath, David 9th-12th Language Arts Teacher Tenured
Jenkins, Robin 9th-12th SPED Teacher Tenured*
Johnson, Virginia 9th-12th Language Arts Teacher Non-Tenured
Knapp, Theresa PE/Health Teacher Tenured
O'Reiley, Bailey PE/Health Teacher Non-Tenured
Roseboro, Christian Band - .5 Non-Tenured
Routsalainen, Kyle Vocational Education Tenured
Samuelu, Emmanuel Music Teacher - .5 Tenured
Taylor, William 9th-12th Math Teacher Non-Tenured
Thompson, Mike 9th-12th Social Studies Teacher Tenured
Webb, Laura Counselor Non-Tenured

Kiita Learning Community, Utqiaġvik
Employee Name Position Status
Wilson, Kern Math Tenured
Sage, Alice Science Tenured
Brower, Jennifer T Counselor Tenured

Frieda Nageak MOVED that the NSBSD Board of Education APPROVE the recommendation for 
continuing contracts as presented in memo no. SB23-099. Charles Brower SECONDED the motion. 
Question called for UNANIMOUS CONSENT. No objections. The motion carried UNANIMOUSLY. 

2023-2024 REHIRE ADMINISTRATOR CONTRACT RECOMMENDATIONS is presented by Dr. 
Bobby Bolen, Director of Human Resources. This meets Strategic Plan goal 3.1 Hiring & Recruiting. 
Under BP 4112.1, Contracts (Certificated Personnel), after January 1, the Board may issue teacher 
contracts for the following school year. Contracts shall be approved by the Board and signed by at least 
two Board members. AS 14.20.215, Definitions: (7) “Teacher” means an individual who, for 
compensation, has primary responsibility to plan, instruct, and evaluate learning of elementary or 
secondary school students in the classroom or an equivalent setting and also includes individuals holding 
other positions as determined by the department by regulation. The Chief School Administrator is 
recommending the following Administrators for continuing contracts for the 2023-2024 school year: 

Employee Name Position School
Ahmaogak, Edna Assistant Principal Aḷak School, Wainwright
Schaffer, Brian Principal Meade River School, Atqasuk
Riddle, John Principal Harold Kaveolook School, Kaktovik
Karasiewicz, Lee Principal Nuiqsut Trapper School, Nuiqust
Karasiewicz, Thanhtam Assistant Principal Nuiqsut Trapper School, Nuiqust
Hammer, Brent Assistant Principal Tikiġaq School, Point Hope
Granatir, Cindy Principal Kali School, Point Lay
Bellereide, Regina Assistant Principal Fred Ipalook Elementary School, Utqiaġvik
TenBroeck, Charles Principal Eben Hopson Middle School, Utqiaġvik
Mulvenon, Tracy Assistant Principal Eben Hopson Middle School, Utqiaġvik
Brown, Geron Assistant Principal Barrow High School, Utqiaġvik
Simpson, Pamella Principal Kiita Learning Community, Utqiaġvik
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Charles Brower MOVED that the NSBSD Board of Education APPROVE the recommendation for 
continuing contracts as presented in memo no. SB23-100. Frieda Nageak SECONDED the motion. 
Question called for UNANIMOUS CONSENT. No objections. The motion carried UNANIMOUSLY. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION at 10:25 AM – 11:19 AM. 

Board Bylaw 9321, Executive Sessions: Prior to entering an executive session, the Board first shall meet 
in open session. At this open meeting, the Board shall enter an executive session only after a majority of 
the Board votes to accept a motion to enter the executive session. The motion shall clearly and with 
specificity describe the subject of the proposed executive session without defeating the purpose of 
addressing the subject in private. The Board of Education may go into executive session for: Matters, the 
immediate knowledge of which would clearly have an adverse effect upon the finances of the school 
district; Subjects that tend to prejudice the reputation and character of any person, provided the person 
may request a public discussion; Matters, which by law, municipal charter, or ordinance are required to 
be confidential; Matters involving consideration of government records that by law are not subject to 
public disclosure; or, Purposes of Attorney/Client communications with the District’s attorney; including 
giving direction to the District’s attorney.

Charles Brower MOVED to go INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION at 10:25 AM for the purpose of discussing 
pending legal matters as allowed under matters that are required to be confidential. Frieda Nageak 
SECONDED the motion. Question called for UNANIMOUS CONSENT. No objections. The motion 
carried UNANIMOUSLY. 

The Board of Education invited Chief School Administrator David Vadiveloo to be in attendance. 

Frieda Nageak MOVED to go OUT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION at 11:19 AM. Madeline Hickman 
SECONDED the motion. Question called for UNANIMOUS CONSENT. No objections. The motion 
carried UNANIMOUSLY. 

INFORMATIONAL, WINTER RETREAT DISCUSSION is presented David Vadiveloo, Chief 
School Administrator. Discussion regarded including the Directors in the retreat for the governance and 
foundation of the district and direction of the district for any questions Board members may have 
operationally. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: No public comments were received by the Board of Education. 

SCHOOL BOARD COMMENTS: Board comments regarded appreciation for returning staff and 
recruitment efforts of vacant staffing positions. 

SCHEDULING OF NEXT MEETING: January 6-7, 2023 Winter Retreat, Fred Ipalook Elementary 
School in Utqiaġvik, AK / ZOOM Video Communications. 

ADJOURNED AT 11:41 A.M. Madeline Hickman MOVED to ADJOURN. Charles Brower 
SECONDED the motion. The meeting stands adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted for the August 16, 2023 Regular Meeting: 
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Chelsie Overby, Board Secretary

Robyn Burke, Board President 

                                                            
Frieda Nageak, Board Clerk

 


