
The Early Development Instrument 



What is the EDI? 

• Population measure 

oCommunity Needs Assessment 

oPrecise Data 

 
• Checklist of 103 questions- Presented as Maps/Tables 

oMeasures five developmental domains - holistic 

oCompleted by Kindergarten teachers 

oTypically administered triennially second half of year 

oKindergarten Census 

(Janus & Offord, 1997; Janus, Brinkman & Duku, 2011)  



Developmental Domains 

Image Courtesy of Human Early Learning Partnership at the University of British Columbia (HELP) 



The EDI Does Not: 

• Report on individual children 

• Identify specific learning disabilities  

• Recommend special education or being 
held back 

• Recommend teaching 
approaches/inform instruction  

• Reflect performance of school or quality 
of teaching 

 

(Janus & Offord, 1997) 



Purpose of the EDI 
 

EDI results are used to: 

• Look back and assess how the community can 
better support early childhood development and 
prepare children for school; and 

 

• Look forward to inform how to address the 
needs of the incoming class of kindergarten 
students as they progress through school. 

Look Back Look Forward 

(Source: HELP) 



The EDI empowers communities to develop 
solutions that address children in the 
context of their neighborhoods. 
 
Long Range Goals include:  
 
1. Identify needs/strengths 
2. Promote equitable distribution and 

alignment of resources 
3. Foster better coordination across 

systems.  

Goals  

 

(Guhn, Janus & Hertzman, 2007; Janus & Offord, 1997) 

https://edi.offordcentre.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/EDI-ON-2015-Eng-Jan-20.pdf


Population vs. Individual Monitoring 

Image: HELP 



Image: HELP 



Image: HELP 
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Erikson and the EDI 



Phase I & II  
Partner Communities 

Greater East St. Louis Early 
Learning Partnership (N=428) 

Success by 6 Coalition of Kankakee 
County (N=691) 

• Bourbonnais (Village) 

• Bradley (Village) 

• Kankakee (City) 

Austin Coming Together 

Collaboration for Early Childhood 
of Oak Park 
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Understanding the maps 
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Greater East St. Louis 
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Kankakee County 
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