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New legislative class large and talented
By Jim Broadway, Publisher, Illinois School News Service
 
Since I began to report on Illinois government and politics - that would be in 1970 - I
don't believe I've seen as much turnover in the state legislature as we saw happen in
the November elections. I think even the first post-Watergate election didn't turn so
many legislators into "former" senators and representatives.

Some pretty good public officials saw their careers come to an end this week. But the
incoming freshmen, and freshwomen, seem very impressive to me, seem to have
excellent potential to serve the public with distinction. There's an excellent source; I'll
let you decide for yourselves.

Yes, this is part of the ongoing civics lesson. Go to the home page of the General
Assembly; you'll notice below the House links in the right column - under "Additional
Resources" - there's a link labeled "Legislative Support Services." Click it. Now you see
another column of links; click the one marked "Legislative Research Unit."

(Sure, you could have just gone directly to the LRU link above.)

mailto:j.m.broadway74@gmail.com
mailto:jbauer@panaschools.com
mailto:j.m.broadway74@gmail.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NpKIt0EPAG2jF1Qo91BJZVYvdCC4sfgWBm4SF0yyAsOPNyQZMDFXs9NIleV_G6qwyI5xr-lggyx0J4QJOLsbbJ08wGNLCjEV9_1TD0yzQlUhXZlx7_GdkFVA7oIahopr8E3JvHwQ9VBGKjxdDI_02mO4Gd7I3lgZxKHeUItdSWh0GXrC2ykOsu94tf26-7XcIC-IXlzPRGs=&c=QHZhmFrYmPT2zoe8QuVTLj_rHww1LKr9b7KyyoDEZslzv8neOfCWbQ==&ch=C9xktQuw6WFXwoHXinbD7IEhNG5N2uFnGrxfA3D1GeDTuPfZ3BNs0w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NpKIt0EPAG2jF1Qo91BJZVYvdCC4sfgWBm4SF0yyAsOPNyQZMDFXsyB5nK0cvxoue-hRFgZDmo2x2ncctQxOBDlu736ha4lq1v_nssL4YDS38t7bFoB8n-NmcuGrU2TYwjxkgbp6Abd7h5itQEy33Y-0bmLH6MWYJq-1qNolCwRDu_LCbd_WwirWyzYvapsZadBbURJvmxGShECh_6szWy-1PWrXVNCR0ggNaox1dSsj8BFs_Ca76tPRfSxJfyMInplz6lGVSM0khIAMIIVMBg==&c=QHZhmFrYmPT2zoe8QuVTLj_rHww1LKr9b7KyyoDEZslzv8neOfCWbQ==&ch=C9xktQuw6WFXwoHXinbD7IEhNG5N2uFnGrxfA3D1GeDTuPfZ3BNs0w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NpKIt0EPAG2jF1Qo91BJZVYvdCC4sfgWBm4SF0yyAsOPNyQZMDFXs57K1cz0Ju0nG_UYK247vbTFQ-15w0mOr72DgzPlfxMtN7nwS_3FGRLGNA7-sqkHRoK-WZm6e8cTa-g_yHmfbNyyor686HoehdBg-_2uPus7BaEvqk8oUgg=&c=QHZhmFrYmPT2zoe8QuVTLj_rHww1LKr9b7KyyoDEZslzv8neOfCWbQ==&ch=C9xktQuw6WFXwoHXinbD7IEhNG5N2uFnGrxfA3D1GeDTuPfZ3BNs0w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NpKIt0EPAG2jF1Qo91BJZVYvdCC4sfgWBm4SF0yyAsOPNyQZMDFXsyB5nK0cvxouFNMo88SWLvm7xCDsUAyV6JC5AK5EnB7L5PmApsi9-bRKaAXCmIZ7aLuB-zjBaQUPEb8YLG7drp_M_Ob60XJmt54OW5ByIcnnSRExAH3R63-TMyu49d0Otw==&c=QHZhmFrYmPT2zoe8QuVTLj_rHww1LKr9b7KyyoDEZslzv8neOfCWbQ==&ch=C9xktQuw6WFXwoHXinbD7IEhNG5N2uFnGrxfA3D1GeDTuPfZ3BNs0w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NpKIt0EPAG2jF1Qo91BJZVYvdCC4sfgWBm4SF0yyAsOPNyQZMDFXs5c2pXL6ZEnnl09nhthx-4C9lujMGJSfWfdFnPTSRcUFomr2V-AddlNtoi0VJmmKv3YlvwD5kM7LtyFWKJWhox4VFg3_eqan5Nxxi-IGOQrAeU0QGBWGOwK94TqdtARPWKM3LtN6QcKBHnWBlSJ9eSjmXmLZuaNe8g==&c=QHZhmFrYmPT2zoe8QuVTLj_rHww1LKr9b7KyyoDEZslzv8neOfCWbQ==&ch=C9xktQuw6WFXwoHXinbD7IEhNG5N2uFnGrxfA3D1GeDTuPfZ3BNs0w==


1/11/2019 Pana Community Unit School District #8 Mail - Fwd: New legislative class large and talented

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=cd46144bfd&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1622370100941272710&simpl=msg-f%3A16223701009… 2/4

The LRU produces interesting documents - for legislators and for the rest of us. In the
center panel you'll find the words, "What's new at LRU?" Below that, the second bullet
point, is a link labeled "First Reading (11/18)." Click it and you're there. Yes, it's the
November issue of a newsletter called First Reading.

The first page is an overview of the election outcomes. You'll notice a reference to
four legislative elections that were "too close to call" at the time this issue was written.
All were contests pitting incumbent Republicans against challengers of the Democratic
persuasion. (Eventually, all the incumbents lost.)

Starting on the second page are biographical sketches of newly arriving members of
the House. The list does go on and on. It is not until the 9th page that the list of
legislators who are new to the Senate begins. After the Senate newcomers are
described, the candidates in undecided races are described (p. 12).

One of those candidates (one of the winners) is Rep. Mary Edly-Allen of Lake County.
Here's her web site "about" page. She's an educator, of course, a bilingual teacher in
Grayslake. Her educational attainment and history of contributing to the community in
various ways make you just want to welcome her to the House.

There are many aspects to the explanation of why Democrats fared so well in Illinois
elections. The failures of Gov. Bruce Rauner hurt his party's chances for sure, as did
the words and actions of President Donald Trump. But in my view the most influential
factor was the Democratic party's candidate-recruitment processes.

We'll look at more tools for understanding civics at the state level in future ISNS
issues. The legislators of the brand-new 101st General Assembly had opportunities on
Wednesday and Thursday to begin to assemble a policy agenda for the spring session
that will run until May 31. What kinds of bills are they filing?

If you clicked the link you noticed that only 40 Senate bills were filed. In SB 10, Sen.
Andy Manar (D-Bunker Hill) is trying again to put a more realistic minimum salary for
teachers into state law. (More realistic than the current $9,000 per year minimum,
anyway.) Manar got the bill passed last year, but Rauner vetoed it.

SB 28, sponsored by Sen. Jennifer Bertino-Tarrant (D-Plainfield), would codify the
calculation of daily pupil attendance under a wide variety of circumstances. It is a
concept that is important in the calculation of a district's state funding. It's a bill that
many ISNS subscribers will want to follow all the way through.

By the way, bills with the term "TECH" in their short titles are "shell bills." They have
no substantive effect as filed, but will be available as a "vehicle" for some policy ideas
to be amended onto. There are many legitimate reasons for the use of shell bills in the
pollicy process - and a few not so legitimate ones.

As usual, the House is more impetuous than the Senate. At this writing there are
already 326 House bills on file. Among the most impetuous of House members is Rep.
Mary Flowers (D-Chicago), whose passion for children and educators and public
health has not dimmed one iota since she first entered the House in 1985.

Mary Flowers appears to be the sponsor of the first 24 House bills. The subjects of
those bills will tell you a lot about her. HB 12 would give ISBE $1 million for autism
programs; HB 16 would make Chicago kids safer as they walk to school; ISBE would
get $15 million for transportation reinbursement to parents via HB 17.

Longtime ISNS readers know that I have great respect for Mary Flowers. But that does
not keep me from referencing many of her bills a parts of the "Mary's Mandates"
package. HB 18, for example, is her idea for improving - and informing the public and
the news media about - "character education" in Illinois schools.

By early next week, I'll have posted a document with all pending School Code-
amending bills for your review. Meanwhile, you can wander through the early bill lists

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NpKIt0EPAG2jF1Qo91BJZVYvdCC4sfgWBm4SF0yyAsOPNyQZMDFXsyB5nK0cvxou7TFfGJmdnBuvz8TtX65zu0nVp1S6umxB0ArN9oGuapP9MigiAD7Cf5WY-HUNzgpzsSP6eb52-_yBpxcbUk0QyO5Dvb6Kgq4bPRVvaHRPnNPi_88IBRT5h-IXrV0xi_Zq40L8MDokH8YutCd1osU_ITSx-1M_ZbZE&c=QHZhmFrYmPT2zoe8QuVTLj_rHww1LKr9b7KyyoDEZslzv8neOfCWbQ==&ch=C9xktQuw6WFXwoHXinbD7IEhNG5N2uFnGrxfA3D1GeDTuPfZ3BNs0w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NpKIt0EPAG2jF1Qo91BJZVYvdCC4sfgWBm4SF0yyAsOPNyQZMDFXsyB5nK0cvxouIOfuNlJyhkTheOXOUuu6aIFlv6_nJC78_arRbzWghoPgyVYUqASXV9S_KAY6w2aPv6sN_SEQiSdQ1ErtMZSCF11Fa61Gj5N2qPGbvXH5bhL5OyjCiq2KhyC_rBzlLp36dhIWdYygDQmRDuHtIuciDg==&c=QHZhmFrYmPT2zoe8QuVTLj_rHww1LKr9b7KyyoDEZslzv8neOfCWbQ==&ch=C9xktQuw6WFXwoHXinbD7IEhNG5N2uFnGrxfA3D1GeDTuPfZ3BNs0w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NpKIt0EPAG2jF1Qo91BJZVYvdCC4sfgWBm4SF0yyAsOPNyQZMDFXs8s5PIDPagPchDuTyWfa_MzmhOQgMvUTeQ8knme56WX-ByD6xCsxg3J-xpfTU3ZzYJAr-_E_zQE4RBMLn4PNPza1jwqUGXz6nTCDnkJpcPh5TICMUVh6eCiZ1UpUCy-kf5g1OtbrDS05&c=QHZhmFrYmPT2zoe8QuVTLj_rHww1LKr9b7KyyoDEZslzv8neOfCWbQ==&ch=C9xktQuw6WFXwoHXinbD7IEhNG5N2uFnGrxfA3D1GeDTuPfZ3BNs0w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NpKIt0EPAG2jF1Qo91BJZVYvdCC4sfgWBm4SF0yyAsOPNyQZMDFXsyB5nK0cvxou4QdvjHIA9QXy927Y6D1PxDaLkA89G2dz-pQzlb-Wl_Adnb8g_qYSShisiB-oUddMmSrNo0ufmzb4UImi4-B2XAruKyHv5lBD_ocDOYh4jqtUV6Fl4DAj_5Far4D-SRjcrnEyZ-DC0RN6GPwpdtNRYvbNINoS4RBxBA6TNLdIwRn8aU1vm4lXfQrFqw2Ocs93nxGygvD5KRmgfMmhGDN0dDvfXC2jOj2QqJ7_0nxMFAMI2x24ihoNgH-g5SumxjnU&c=QHZhmFrYmPT2zoe8QuVTLj_rHww1LKr9b7KyyoDEZslzv8neOfCWbQ==&ch=C9xktQuw6WFXwoHXinbD7IEhNG5N2uFnGrxfA3D1GeDTuPfZ3BNs0w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NpKIt0EPAG2jF1Qo91BJZVYvdCC4sfgWBm4SF0yyAsOPNyQZMDFXsyB5nK0cvxouR2AYJnQ0kzbulobj4TNKcLKpI2BhYLau5annXT4B1x_q1tEVx_CpqnrUug6KN8sQi9PDNseOA0fsnx-ejCtZ7SEigno9VTC1G7Ztt4cYzMnnACeOYfMgLgZSaTy_rLavJar4B0bnFz28mLWxtj91Eax3DLu-lRPa&c=QHZhmFrYmPT2zoe8QuVTLj_rHww1LKr9b7KyyoDEZslzv8neOfCWbQ==&ch=C9xktQuw6WFXwoHXinbD7IEhNG5N2uFnGrxfA3D1GeDTuPfZ3BNs0w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NpKIt0EPAG2jF1Qo91BJZVYvdCC4sfgWBm4SF0yyAsOPNyQZMDFXsyB5nK0cvxouHWHanKvH1DeqrWOoqq1gQsRtz8c_Myy01vMJRvFc_zOmMb3nXsVXs43nEZyRarh8rztd0V-5YdujFyIj11AmedhzqDGf0D9kBAg6hhWCbSlj-Os7TMRbhMQ6jbkG7HFS-Hi7yx0lo9YU-1YjuiRZ7GkxzEGTRaVtg6zAZOzhIPYhF4hqP3aJZuSxVAJ4MBAOXsEFrPuAPS52XzPmmwbrIS4GBbbW2wSYj4LcXlxb3dxxQ-EFidl4AiBLny-89xbE&c=QHZhmFrYmPT2zoe8QuVTLj_rHww1LKr9b7KyyoDEZslzv8neOfCWbQ==&ch=C9xktQuw6WFXwoHXinbD7IEhNG5N2uFnGrxfA3D1GeDTuPfZ3BNs0w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NpKIt0EPAG2jF1Qo91BJZVYvdCC4sfgWBm4SF0yyAsOPNyQZMDFXsyB5nK0cvxouD_KF0gPsEG4QaiK4FimtaDei_HN7uMLmGwapZKaEEDCBQkj-Syc40fj5Cs9XwGYbRX1Hs5KMVUNXIu5Em9HNqfb_kK93PsL3hAT8dA4IHeopHt-HK9NOP4Q6GaGVHMsP9p4Lv717_FyXHJshIGY8QCTXlmQmAvB-&c=QHZhmFrYmPT2zoe8QuVTLj_rHww1LKr9b7KyyoDEZslzv8neOfCWbQ==&ch=C9xktQuw6WFXwoHXinbD7IEhNG5N2uFnGrxfA3D1GeDTuPfZ3BNs0w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NpKIt0EPAG2jF1Qo91BJZVYvdCC4sfgWBm4SF0yyAsOPNyQZMDFXsyB5nK0cvxournCgbEV0Mpy4Ck0eA9DyRO6pWjXraszagC9CcnmmVCtaLv2kM6rr19zlEP83OuryjfbE3_UALwtZWt02iDe_xIy3bscPdGJxvE8Q6ur-9DcPd_n7sXqyxcgjS5i9A0HFpIZDKEUBo1epsjjSh2bN_g==&c=QHZhmFrYmPT2zoe8QuVTLj_rHww1LKr9b7KyyoDEZslzv8neOfCWbQ==&ch=C9xktQuw6WFXwoHXinbD7IEhNG5N2uFnGrxfA3D1GeDTuPfZ3BNs0w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NpKIt0EPAG2jF1Qo91BJZVYvdCC4sfgWBm4SF0yyAsOPNyQZMDFXsyB5nK0cvxouswHuGQuM3H4bVO_nxAEZTpT4e8S6NBr_2Y-Ue54kA7YySGO1JYiNIOYXvd12FcekbB05SYU-eBD37MEgITl9pSKNUC7yvIpwhUK6Y0JReE_nhHjlCdOPrRNJVKQNmbeOAKDVzz95Pjjp1hML56vB9ilNxqtyQV6-H2cDR_5Tcz35FeKjBYU3L3fYj9NzMcdy052YBK1zVOCn1SEk5BHTL__8jUq8CJuoE0M8ioZgAHdiZzFxcvF2J0CBxr3wWRG4&c=QHZhmFrYmPT2zoe8QuVTLj_rHww1LKr9b7KyyoDEZslzv8neOfCWbQ==&ch=C9xktQuw6WFXwoHXinbD7IEhNG5N2uFnGrxfA3D1GeDTuPfZ3BNs0w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NpKIt0EPAG2jF1Qo91BJZVYvdCC4sfgWBm4SF0yyAsOPNyQZMDFXsyB5nK0cvxoueKgwhCELNVjfnOyDa_XvOw8hT8Du2E7O4sXme3dDTMQ30DvjU622cIA7897kOwkuJzMJNO8XA17TYq-QH0nZtYjH3NohHiAG7YoV5z8RBKab4LOOsu0R4xC4DIcsTTOkj8qdX8TRSgluydLR0cSckC-pfCG-RAi6pENDWmsrGNabPt2kRgOAy3QpEqojjSu4PMfSdbzg4HoRkLkPMkpU5MZxwdW931QOhUBP3DoEKVe_rQj8O8Wf3423FocaPHmS&c=QHZhmFrYmPT2zoe8QuVTLj_rHww1LKr9b7KyyoDEZslzv8neOfCWbQ==&ch=C9xktQuw6WFXwoHXinbD7IEhNG5N2uFnGrxfA3D1GeDTuPfZ3BNs0w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NpKIt0EPAG2jF1Qo91BJZVYvdCC4sfgWBm4SF0yyAsOPNyQZMDFXsyB5nK0cvxoujX1DT6du6PFel63mIR_JM7UTxzbrVc2KBCEnpoLrls_JZqiHS0kjuuJ4mFi_ftIZzOghwnilZLBT-mgF1QY7hOsfpMe7L7Y3htm2L8Jt-UgE0r_p44T35eKqPU-LP84BOlmiYH-v3kPXaNZGAtsoaVCvV8UXTlhhvv7NGJGL317o1NnxQ09e_5S4tS3WFvPLsIQ6CS9I-FsC-RJUp4PRgqUd6RaeyImIre19l_JoPFwSxmtb7OVi0r2kIdV_34LN&c=QHZhmFrYmPT2zoe8QuVTLj_rHww1LKr9b7KyyoDEZslzv8neOfCWbQ==&ch=C9xktQuw6WFXwoHXinbD7IEhNG5N2uFnGrxfA3D1GeDTuPfZ3BNs0w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NpKIt0EPAG2jF1Qo91BJZVYvdCC4sfgWBm4SF0yyAsOPNyQZMDFXsyB5nK0cvxouokbnvMy9cGEANcuGjdHxsajkRvjjIDt5gUByZ1-RRWylt201A1HsSYsK6Jinqv-X8D1S04GCagC6Jfck3dckxu1m565XZdaCviafO_sLZbVtQ340RLUPjG3HhOddRzfv-_vXoc4Pd6x-qja6Snbhk9bEO4EXyihHOFfvwIPBZCs9kUK9cxS4Bl5-_66uyNwOYAGTogteF9gUYbd2UmnSbaTlDQhY5xMHqG7FQhiJjhU5q38IzSmGhIcS0u7_AKN9&c=QHZhmFrYmPT2zoe8QuVTLj_rHww1LKr9b7KyyoDEZslzv8neOfCWbQ==&ch=C9xktQuw6WFXwoHXinbD7IEhNG5N2uFnGrxfA3D1GeDTuPfZ3BNs0w==


1/11/2019 Pana Community Unit School District #8 Mail - Fwd: New legislative class large and talented

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=cd46144bfd&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1622370100941272710&simpl=msg-f%3A16223701009… 3/4

at your liesure. If any of the bills stir questions, feel free to use the comment link
below to bring them to my attention. It's a seminar, after all.

Some questions have already arrived. I'll express my views on them next week as well.

That Bruce Rauner, I'm sure going to miss him. I've observed Illinois governors
pretty closely since Richard Ogilvie (easily the best in my lifetime), and Bruce is by far
the most creative storyteller of them all, better even than the hair guy, Rod
Blagojevich. (Yes, I miss writing about him, too.)

In his latest - his final - missive to the legislators and, through them, to the people of
Illinois, Rauner presents a list of the "achievements" of his four-year administration.
What does he place at the top of the list? Education! Here is what he had to say about
that in his Wednesday memo to the new General Assembly:

"Our administration created and led a bipartisan task force which developed a new and
more equitable school funding system that had eluded elected officials in Illinois for
more than twenty years. We led a collaborative effort that achieved record K-12
funding, record early childhood education funding, equal funding for charter schools,
expanded student apprenticeships, created a historic tuition scholarship tax credit
program, and developed perhaps the best ESSA plan in America focused on objective
measurement of student growth.

"We hope that, in the future, apprenticeships will expand dramatically and that we will
focus on granting technical and vocational certificates in high school so that our
students are ready to pursue careers at age 18 without high tuition costs or debt. We
helped set in motion the effort to rationalize and properly fund a higher education
system focused on centers of excellence. We hope you can bring it to successful
implementation."

Fact-Check Notes: There's almost too much misinformation to describe in the two
paragraphs above. The Vision 2020 and other education advocacy organizations
developed and were pushing evidence-based funding long before Rauner was ever
elected; he vetoed funding reform bills twice, and the budget to pay for it was enacted
only after a few House Republicans sided with Democrats to override yet another
Rauner veto.

It was Blagojevich, not Rauner, who stimulated the surge in early childhood funding.
Forcing higher charter schools funding was a bad idea - but it was Rep. Dan Burke, not
Rauner, who forced it into law. The tuition scholarship tax credit is awful policy, a
result of a compromise that seems likely to be undone now. The outgoing governor has
a lot of nerve to even mention higher education; state universities will suffer from his
budget impasse for years to come.

What is going on in DuPage County? When I lived there, 1984-1988, they wouldn't
even reveal to a Democrat where the polling place was. These days, they're actually
electing Democrats to public office. And to do that, they're even voting out some of
their best public officials, apparently just for leaning Republican.

Case in point. Until this week, House District 81 was represented by David Olsen of
Downers Grove, a bright young man who had distinguished himself in elective positions
ever since he was student body president at UIU-C. He was on a House education
committee and sponsored a lot of good bills, passing many of them.

Olsen really looked like a keeper, but DuPage voters tossed him aside (albeit by less
than 1 percentage point) for a young Democrat whose web site is not very specific
about what she hopes to achieve, or even what she has been doing except that she
likes "gardening, bowling, sewing, and a wide range of artistic endeavors."

Rep. Anne Stava-Murray seems likely to be - actually she is hoping to be - a short-termer
in Springfield. Even before she was sworn in as a state representative, she announced a
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run abainst U.S. Sen. Richard Durbin for the U.S. Senate in 2020. Now, that seems a bit
overly ambitious, but we'll see.

The only way to contact me: Use the link below. As soon as you "submit" your
message, it is sent to me by email. Your message may be complex and "attached" to a
document, or it may be as simple as "call me."

IF YOU NEED TO SPEAK WITH ME directly, leave a phone number for me to call and tell
me what would be a good time to converse. I am always connected to my email, and I
promise to respond to you as soon as possible.

Invoice Reminder: All invoices are emailed via the PNC Bank. ISNS is now paperless.
If you need me to resend an invoice, use the contact link to tell me. I deeply
appreciate your support of ISNS. This service cannot exist without you.

Your inputs - questions, comments, suggestions - are valued. For twenty-four
years ISNS has been guided by wisdom "from the field." To contribute in this way,
just click this link to our contact form.
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