
 

(LOCAL) Policies Packet 
For your convenience, this file contains the (LOCAL) policies—and only the local 
policies—from your school district’s TASB update packet. 

What is included in this packet? 
• Instruction sheet for recommended (LOCAL) policies 
• Explanatory Notes for recommended (LOCAL) policies 
• Clean copies of recommended (LOCAL) policies 
• Annotated (redlined) copies of recommended (LOCAL) policy changes 

This is not the full update packet. 
To retrieve your district’s full update packet, visit Policy Service Resource Library > 
Local Manual Updates in myTASB. 

What is in the full update packet? 
The full update packet contains: 

• A summary of the overall policy update 
• (LEGAL) policies and (EXHIBIT) documents that describe the statutory 

framework in which your local policies must operate 
• Instructions and Explanatory Notes for every policy change, not just the 

(LOCAL)s 
• Guidance on how to: 

o Present recommended policy changes to the board 
o Keep minutes 
o Notify TASB of board action 
o Maintain your historical record 
o Update your administrative regulations 

Disclaimer and Copyright 
This information is provided for educational purposes only to facilitate a general 
understanding of the law or other regulatory matter. This information is neither an 
exhaustive treatment on the subject nor is this intended to substitute for the advice of an 
attorney or other professional adviser. Consult with your attorney or professional adviser 
to apply these principles to specific fact situations. 

Entire localized update packet © 2022 Texas Association of School Boards, Inc. All 
rights reserved. 

https://www.tasb.org/apps/policyUpdates/GetUpdates.aspx
https://www.tasb.org/apps/policyUpdates/GetUpdates.aspx
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Code Type Action To Be Taken Note 

CPC (LOCAL) Replace policy Revised policy 

DMA (LOCAL) ADD policy See explanatory note 

EHAA (LOCAL) Replace policy Revised policy 

EHB (LOCAL) ADD policy See explanatory note 

EHBAA (LOCAL) ADD policy See explanatory note 

EHBB (LOCAL) Replace policy Revised policy 

EIF (LOCAL) Replace policy Revised policy 

FFBA (LOCAL) Replace policy Revised policy 

FFH (LOCAL) Replace policy Revised policy 
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CPC(LOCAL) OFFICE MANAGEMENT: RECORDS MANAGEMENT 

Recent updates by the Texas State Library and Archives Commission (TSLAC) to Bulletin B: Electronic 
Records Standards and Procedures prompted recommended revisions to this local policy on records 
management. The new rules add local policy requirements for district management of electronic records.  

To meet these requirements, new policy provisions delegate to the records management officer the re-
sponsibility to develop procedures for the management of electronic records that comply with the district's 
records control schedules and meet minimum components required by law.  

The Regulations Resource Manual includes updated sample procedures on this topic, and the Legal Is-
sues in Update 119 memo describes common legal concerns and best practices specific to this policy 
topic. 

DMA(LOCAL) PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: REQUIRED STAFF DEVELOPMENT 

SB 1267 (Regular Session) requires the board to annually review the State Board for Educator Certifica-
tion (SBEC) clearinghouse regarding best practices and industry recommendations for professional de-
velopment and adopt a professional development policy based on the training recommendations in the 
clearinghouse.  

To meet the policy requirements, the recommended local policy text reflects that the board shall annually 
approve the district's professional development plan, which must be guided by the clearinghouse; note 
any differences from the clearinghouse recommendations; and include a schedule of required profes-
sional development.  

Please note: SB 1267 requires SBEC to publish the clearinghouse by June 1, 2022, and districts to 
adopt a professional development policy by August 1, 2022. TASB Policy and Legal Services recommend 
that the board adopt DMA(LOCAL) and approve the district professional development plan by August 1, 
or as soon as possible thereafter, to ensure compliance with the bill.  

EHAA(LOCAL) BASIC INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM: REQUIRED INSTRUCTION (ALL 
LEVELS) 

New provisions are recommended based on SB 9 (Second Called Session), which imposes several re-
quirements for instruction on the prevention of child abuse, family violence, dating violence, and sex traf-
ficking, including a board policy on adopting curriculum materials. The policy follows the steps required by 
law, including board adoption of a resolution to convene the school health advisory council (SHAC) to 
hold meetings and make recommendations to the board at a public meeting, as well as board confirma-
tion that the recommendations meet the requirements in law before taking action by a record vote. 

The Regulations Resource Manual includes a sample board resolution for convening the SHAC and a 
sample parental consent form. 

EHB(LOCAL) CURRICULUM DESIGN: SPECIAL PROGRAMS 

This policy requiring the district to provide regular training opportunities for teachers of students with dys-
lexia is recommended to meet TEA policy requirements for the ongoing TEA special education cyclical 
monitoring reviews.  

Please note: This policy will need to be adopted by the board and linked to the Legal Framework by the 
August 31, 2022, deadline. See TEA’s FAQ on Special Education Operating Procedures. 

https://www.tsl.texas.gov/slrm/pubs/bulletinb
https://www.tsl.texas.gov/slrm/pubs/bulletinb
https://pol.tasb.org/Home/Index/105
https://www.tasb.org/services/policy-service/resources/legal-issues-for-update-119.aspx#CPC
https://www.tasb.org/services/policy-service/resources/legal-issues-for-update-119.aspx#CPC
https://pol.tasb.org/Home/Index/105
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/review-and-support/differentiated-monitoring-and-support-dms
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/review-and-support/differentiated-monitoring-and-support-dms
https://framework.esc18.net/display/Webforms/ESC18-FW-LandingPage.aspx
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/faq-from-special-education-operating-procedures-march-2022.pdf
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EHBAA(LOCAL) SPECIAL EDUCATION: IDENTIFICATION, EVALUATION, AND 
ELIGIBILITY 

This policy requiring the district to ensure that a student who is transitioning from early childhood interven-
tion (ECI) has an individualized education program (IEP) developed and implemented by the child’s third 
birthday is recommended to meet TEA policy requirements for the ongoing TEA special education cyclical 
monitoring reviews.  

Please note: This policy will need to be adopted by the board and linked to the Legal Framework by the 
August 31, 2022, deadline. See TEA’s FAQ on Special Education Operating Procedures. 

EHBB(LOCAL) SPECIAL PROGRAMS: GIFTED AND TALENTED STUDENTS 

HB 1525 (Regular Session) removed the statutory requirement for a district to annually certify to the com-
missioner of education that the district's gifted and talented program is consistent with the Texas State 
Plan for the Education of Gifted/Talented Students. We recommend deletion of the corresponding local 
policy provision.  

EIF(LOCAL) ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT: GRADUATION 

Revised Administrative Code rules require a board policy to address the methods by which a student can 
confirm completion and submission of a financial aid application to meet graduation requirements. The 
recommended text aligns with TEA guidance and addresses methods for both the free application for fed-
eral financial aid (FAFSA) and the Texas application for state financial aid (TASFA). Please contact your 
policy consultant if you have questions or need additional edits to this policy.  

Additional TEA guidance on this topic is available.  

The Regulations Resource Manual includes sample procedures on this topic, and the Legal Issues in Up-
date 119 memo describes common legal concerns and best practices specific to this policy topic. 

FFBA(LOCAL) CRISIS INTERVENTION: TRAUMA-INFORMED CARE 

SB 1267 (Regular Session) requires training in trauma-informed care to be provided in accordance with 
the board's professional development policy. Therefore, at Training, a reference has been added to the 
district's professional development plan. See DMA(LOCAL), above, for more information.  

SB 1267 also repealed the requirement for a district to annually report to TEA the number of employees 
who participated in trauma-informed care training. We recommend deleting the local policy provision. 

FFH(LOCAL) STUDENT WELFARE: FREEDOM FROM DISCRIMINATION, 
HARASSMENT, AND RETALIATION 

To meet new board policy requirements from SB 9 (Second Called Session), we recommend text at No-
tice to Parents, which requires the district, upon receipt of a report of dating violence, to immediately no-
tify the parent of the student identified as the alleged victim or perpetrator.  

District policy must also include reporting procedures and guidelines for students who are victims of da-
ting violence and include a clear statement that dating violence is not tolerated at school. No changes to 
your district's policy are recommended regarding these elements based on the district's existing policy 
provisions, which include reporting procedures and a statement of nondiscrimination that specifically pro-
hibits dating violence.  

Additional revisions are recommended to clarify the definition of prohibited conduct and the district’s re-
sponse to such conduct. 
 

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/review-and-support/differentiated-monitoring-and-support-dms
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/review-and-support/differentiated-monitoring-and-support-dms
https://framework.esc18.net/display/Webforms/ESC18-FW-LandingPage.aspx
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/faq-from-special-education-operating-procedures-march-2022.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/college-career-and-military-prep/financial-aid-requirement
https://pol.tasb.org/Home/Index/105
https://www.tasb.org/services/policy-service/resources/legal-issues-for-update-119.aspx#EIF
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The Superintendent shall oversee the performance of records 

management functions prescribed by state and federal law: 

 Records administrator, as prescribed by Local Government 

Code 176.001 and 176.0065. [See BBFA] 

 Officer for public information, as prescribed by Government 

Code 552.201–.205. [See GBAA] 

 Public information coordinator, as prescribed by Government 

Code 552.012. [See BBD] 

The term “local government record” shall pertain to all items identi-

fied as such by the Local Government Records Act. 

The deputy superintendent shall serve as and perform the duties of 

the District’s records management officer as prescribed by Local 

Government Code 203.023 and shall administer the District’s rec-

ords management program pertaining to local government records 

in compliance with the Local Government Records Act. 

The records management officer shall file his or her name with the 

Texas State Library and Archives Commission (TSLAC) within 30 

days of assuming the position. 

The records management officer shall develop procedures for the 

management of electronic records that comply with the District’s 

records control schedules and meet the minimum components re-

quired by law. 

The procedures shall: 

1. Specify the objectives of the electronic records management 

program; 

2. Identify the responsibilities of employees who create, receive, 

or maintain electronic records; 

3. Ensure the maintenance of electronic records until the expira-

tion of the applicable retention period and final disposition; 

and 

4. Ensure that electronic records that must be protected from 

unauthorized use or disclosure are appropriately protected as 

required by law, regulation, or other applicable requirements. 

The records management officer shall file with the TSLAC a written 

declaration that the District has adopted records control schedules 

that comply with records retention schedules issued by the TSLAC 

as provided by law. 
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The District’s records management program shall address the 

length of time records will be posted on the District’s website when 

the law does not specify a posting period. 

All local government records shall be considered District property 

and any unauthorized destruction or removal shall be prohibited. 

The District shall follow its records control schedules, records man-

agement program, and all applicable laws regarding records de-

struction. However, the District shall preserve records, including 

electronically stored information, and suspend routine record de-

struction practices where appropriate and in accordance with pro-

cedures developed by the records management officer. Such pro-

cedures shall describe the circumstances under which local 

government records scheduled for destruction must be retained. 

Notification shall be given to appropriate staff when routine record 

destruction practices must be suspended and when they may be 

resumed. 

The records management officer shall receive appropriate training 

regarding the Local Government Records Act and shall ensure that 

custodians of records, as defined by law, and other applicable Dis-

trict staff are trained on the District’s records management pro-

gram, including this policy and corresponding procedures. 
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The Superintendent shall recommend the District’s professional 

development plan for all District employees. The Board shall annu-

ally review the professional development clearinghouse published 

by the State Board for Educator Certification (SBEC) and annually 

approve the District’s professional development plan. The District’s 

professional development plan must: 

1. Be guided by the SBEC clearinghouse training recommenda-

tions; 

2. Note any differences in the District’s plan from the clearing-

house recommendations; and 

3. Include a schedule of the required professional development 

for all District employees. 
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The following process shall apply regarding the adoption of curricu-

lum materials for the District’s human sexuality instruction:  

1. The Board shall adopt a resolution convening the District’s 

school health advisory council (SHAC) to recommend curricu-

lum materials for the instruction. 

2. The SHAC shall hold at least two public meetings on the cur-

riculum materials before adopting recommendations to pre-

sent to the Board. 

3. The SHAC recommendations must comply with the instruc-

tional content requirements in law, be suitable for the subject 

and grade level for which the materials are intended, and be 

reviewed by academic experts in the subject and grade level 

for which the materials are intended. 

4. The SHAC shall present its recommendations to the Board at 

a public meeting.  

5. After the Board ensures the recommendations from the SHAC 

meet the standards in law, the Board shall take action on the 

recommendations by a record vote at a public meeting. 

The following process shall apply regarding the adoption of curricu-

lum materials for the District’s instruction relating to the prevention 

of child abuse, family violence, dating violence, and sex trafficking:  

1. The Board shall adopt a resolution convening the District’s 

SHAC to recommend curriculum materials for the instruction. 

2. The SHAC shall hold at least two public meetings on the cur-

riculum materials before adopting recommendations to pre-

sent to the Board. 

3. The SHAC recommendations must comply with the instruc-

tional content requirements in law, be suitable for the subject 

and grade level for which the materials are intended, and be 

reviewed by academic experts in the subject and grade level 

for which the materials are intended. 

4. The SHAC shall present its recommendations to the Board at 

a public meeting. 

5. After the Board ensures the recommendations from the SHAC 

meet the standards in law, the Board shall take action on the 

recommendations by a record vote at a public meeting. 
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In accordance with administrative procedures, the District shall pro-

vide regular training opportunities for teachers of students with dys-

lexia that include new research and practices for educating stu-

dents with dyslexia. 
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When a student transitions from early childhood intervention (ECI) 

to early childhood special education (ECSE) services, the District 

shall develop and implement an individualized education program 

(IEP) by the child’s third birthday. 
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Students may be referred for the gifted and talented program at 

any time by teachers, school counselors, parents, or other inter-

ested persons. 

The District shall provide assessment opportunities to complete the 

screening and identification process for referred students at least 

once per school year. 

The District shall schedule a gifted and talented program aware-

ness session for parents that provides an overview of the assess-

ment procedures and services for the program prior to beginning 

the screening and identification process. 

The District shall obtain written parental consent before any special 

testing or individual assessment is conducted as part of the 

screening and identification process. All student information col-

lected during the screening and identification process shall be an 

educational record, subject to the protections set out in policies at 

FL. 

The Board-approved program for the gifted and talented shall es-

tablish criteria to identify gifted and talented students. The criteria 

shall be specific to the state definition of gifted and talented and 

shall ensure the fair assessment of students with special needs, 

such as the culturally different, the economically disadvantaged, 

and students with disabilities. 

Data collected through both objective and subjective assessments 

shall be measured against the criteria approved by the Board to 

determine individual eligibility for the program. Assessment tools 

may include, but are not limited to, the following: achievement 

tests, intelligence tests, creativity tests, behavioral checklists com-

pleted by teachers and parents, student/parent conferences, and 

available student work products. 

A selection committee shall evaluate each referred student accord-

ing to the established criteria and shall identify those students for 

whom placement in the gifted and talented program is the most ap-

propriate educational setting. The committee shall be composed of 

at least three professional educators who have received training in 

the nature and needs of gifted students, as required by law. 

The District shall provide written notification to parents of students 

who qualify for services through the District’s gifted and talented 

program. Participation in any program or services provided for 

gifted students shall be voluntary, and the District shall obtain writ-

ten permission from the parents before placing a student in a gifted 

and talented program. 
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If the District reassesses students in the gifted and talented pro-

gram, the reassessment shall be based on a student’s perfor-

mance in response to services and shall occur no more than once 

in elementary grades, once in middle school grades, and once in 

high school grades. 

When a student identified as gifted by a previous school district en-

rolls in the District, the selection committee shall review the stu-

dent’s records and conduct assessment procedures when neces-

sary to determine if placement in the District’s program for gifted 

and talented students is appropriate. 

[See FDD(LEGAL) for information regarding transfer students and 

the Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunities for Military 

Children] 

A student who transfers from one campus in the District to the 

same grade level at another District campus shall continue to re-

ceive services in the District’s gifted and talented program. 

The District may place on a furlough any student who is unable to 

maintain satisfactory performance or whose educational needs are 

not being met within the structure of the gifted and talented pro-

gram. A furlough may be initiated by the District, the parent, or the 

student. 

In accordance with the Board-approved program, a furlough shall 

be granted for specified reasons and for a specified period of time. 

At the end of a furlough, the student may reenter the gifted and tal-

ented program, be placed on another furlough, or be exited from 

the program. 

The District shall monitor student performance in response to gifted 

and talented program services. If at any time the selection commit-

tee or a parent determines it is in the best interest of the student to 

exit the program, the committee shall meet with the parent and stu-

dent before finalizing an exit decision. 

A parent, student, or educator may appeal any final decision of the 

selection committee regarding selection for or exit from the gifted 

and talented program. Appeals shall be made first to the selection 

committee. Any subsequent appeals shall be made in accordance 

with FNG(LOCAL) beginning at Level Two. 

The District shall annually evaluate the effectiveness of the Dis-

trict’s gifted and talented program, and the results of the evaluation 

shall be used to modify and update the District and campus im-

provement plans. The District shall include parents in the evalua-

tion process and shall share the information with Board members, 
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administrators, teachers, school counselors, students in the gifted 

and talented program, and the community. 

The District’s gifted and talented program shall address effective 

use of funds for programs and services consistent with the stand-

ards in the state plan for gifted and talented students. 

The District shall ensure that information about the District’s gifted 

and talented program is available to parents and community mem-

bers and that they have an opportunity to develop an understand-

ing of and support for the program. 
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To graduate, a student must complete the courses required by the 

District in addition to those mandated by the state. 

The courses that satisfy District requirements under the foundation 

program, including courses for the distinguished level of achieve-

ment and courses for endorsements offered by the District, shall be 

listed in appropriate District publications. 

The District requires completion of 3 credits in addition to the num-

ber mandated by the state for graduation under the foundation pro-

gram without an endorsement. Graduation under the foundation 

program without an endorsement shall be permitted only as author-

ized under state law and rules. 

The District requires no additional credits beyond the number man-

dated by the state for graduation under the foundation program 

with an endorsement. 

The District requires no additional credits beyond the number man-

dated by the state to graduate under the foundation program with 

the distinguished level of achievement. 

The District shall not award state graduation credit in fine arts for 

participation in a community-based fine arts program. 

To the extent permitted by state rules, the District shall award state 

graduation credit in physical education for participation in approved 

activities and elective courses. 

The District shall award state graduation credit in physical educa-

tion for appropriate private or commercially sponsored physical ac-

tivity programs conducted either on or off campus, upon approval 

by the commissioner of education. [See also EHAC] 

As confirmation of a student’s completion and submission of a free 

application for federal student aid (FAFSA) or a Texas application 

for state financial aid (TASFA), the District shall accept the follow-

ing: 

1. A screenshot that includes the processed date field in Ap-

plyTexas Counselor Suite FAFSA data; 

2. Notification, such as a copy of an email, from the United 

States Department of Education verifying completion of the 

FAFSA; 

3. A copy or screenshot of the FAFSA acknowledgment page; 

4. A screenshot of the TASFA submission acknowledgment page 

(from those institutions that offer an electronic form); 
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5. An acknowledgment receipt from an institution of higher edu-

cation (IHE); or 

6. A copy of a financial aid award letter from an IHE. 

[For students who choose not to complete and submit a FAFSA or 

a TASFA, see EIF(LEGAL).] 

The District shall maintain individual student documentation of the 

financial aid application requirement as an education record. [See 

FL] 
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The District’s trauma-informed care program, as included in the 

District improvement plan, shall provide for the integration of 

trauma-informed care practices in the school environment, includ-

ing increasing staff and parent awareness of trauma-informed care, 

implementation of trauma-informed practices and care by District 

and campus staff, and providing information about available coun-

seling options for students affected by trauma or grief. 

The District shall provide training in trauma-informed care to Dis-

trict educators as required by law and the Board-approved District 

professional development plan. The District improvement plan shall 

specify required training for any other District employees as appli-

cable. 
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Note: This policy addresses discrimination, including harass-

ment, and retaliation against District students. For provi-

sions regarding discrimination, including harassment, 

and retaliation against District employees, see DIA. For 

reporting requirements related to child abuse and ne-

glect, see FFG. Note that FFH shall be used in conjunc-

tion with FFI (bullying) for certain prohibited conduct. 

In this policy, the term “prohibited conduct” includes discrimination, 

harassment, dating violence, and retaliation as defined by this pol-

icy, even if the behavior does not rise to the level of unlawful con-

duct. 

Prohibited conduct also includes sexual harassment as defined by 

Title IX. [See FFH(LEGAL)] 

The District prohibits discrimination, including harassment, against 

any student. Discrimination is defined as treating a student or 

group of students differently from similarly situated students on the 

basis of race, color, religion, sex, gender, national origin, age, disa-

bility, or any other basis prohibited by law. One type of harassment 

this policy prohibits is dating violence, as defined below. Retaliation 

against anyone exercising their rights under this policy is a viola-

tion of District policy and is prohibited. 

Harassment of a student is defined as physical, verbal, or nonver-

bal conduct based on the student’s race, color, religion, sex, gen-

der, national origin, age, disability, or any other basis prohibited by 

law, when the conduct is so severe, persistent, or pervasive that 

the conduct: 

1. Affects a student’s ability to participate in or benefit from an 

educational program or activity, or creates an intimidating, 

threatening, hostile, or offensive educational environment; 

2. Has the purpose or effect of substantially or unreasonably in-

terfering with the student’s academic performance; or 

3. Otherwise adversely affects the student’s educational oppor-

tunities. 

Harassment includes dating violence as defined by law and this 

policy. 

Examples of prohibited harassment may include offensive or de-

rogatory language directed at another person’s religious beliefs or 

practices, accent, skin color, or need for accommodation; threaten-

ing, intimidating, or humiliating conduct; offensive jokes, name call-
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ing, slurs, or rumors; cyberharassment; physical aggression or as-

sault; display of graffiti or printed material promoting racial, ethnic, 

or other negative stereotypes; or other kinds of aggressive conduct 

such as theft or damage to property. 

As required by law, the District shall follow the procedures below at 

Response to Title IX Sexual Harassment upon a report of sex-

based harassment, including sexual harassment, gender-based 

harassment, and dating violence, when such allegations, if proved, 

would meet the definition of sexual harassment in an education 

program or activity and against a person in the United States under 

Title IX. [See FFH(LEGAL)] 

Sexual harassment of a student by a District employee includes 

both welcome and unwelcome sexual advances; requests for sex-

ual favors; sexually motivated physical, verbal, or nonverbal con-

duct; or other conduct or communication of a sexual nature when: 

1. A District employee causes the student to believe that the stu-

dent must submit to the conduct in order to participate in a 

school program or activity, or that the employee will make an 

educational decision based on whether or not the student 

submits to the conduct; or 

2. The conduct is so severe, persistent, or pervasive that it: 

a. Affects the student’s ability to participate in or benefit 

from an educational program or activity, or otherwise ad-

versely affects the student’s educational opportunities; or 

b. Creates an intimidating, threatening, hostile, or abusive 

educational environment. 

Romantic or other inappropriate social relationships between stu-

dents and District employees are prohibited. Any sexual relation-

ship between a student and a District employee is always prohib-

ited, even if consensual. [See DH] 

Sexual harassment of a student, including harassment committed 

by another student, includes unwelcome sexual advances; re-

quests for sexual favors; or sexually motivated physical, verbal, or 

nonverbal conduct when the conduct is so severe, persistent, or 

pervasive that it: 

1. Affects a student’s ability to participate in or benefit from an 

educational program or activity, or creates an intimidating, 

threatening, hostile, or offensive educational environment; 

2. Has the purpose or effect of substantially or unreasonably in-

terfering with the student’s academic performance; or 
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3. Otherwise adversely affects the student’s educational oppor-

tunities. 

Examples of sexual harassment of a student may include sexual 

advances; touching intimate body parts or coercing physical con-

tact that is sexual in nature; jokes or conversations of a sexual na-

ture; and other sexually motivated conduct, contact, or communica-

tions, including electronic communication. 

Necessary or permissible physical contact such as assisting a child 

by taking the child’s hand, comforting a child with a hug, or other 

physical contact not reasonably construed as sexual in nature is 

not sexual harassment. 

Gender-based harassment includes physical, verbal, or nonverbal 

conduct based on the student’s gender, the student’s expression of 

characteristics perceived as stereotypical for the student’s gender, 

or the student’s failure to conform to stereotypical notions of mas-

culinity or femininity. For purposes of this policy, gender-based har-

assment is considered prohibited harassment if the conduct is so 

severe, persistent, or pervasive that the conduct: 

1. Affects a student’s ability to participate in or benefit from an 

educational program or activity, or creates an intimidating, 

threatening, hostile, or offensive educational environment; 

2. Has the purpose or effect of substantially or unreasonably in-

terfering with the student’s academic performance; or 

3. Otherwise adversely affects the student’s educational oppor-

tunities. 

Examples of gender-based harassment directed against a student, 

regardless of the student’s or the harasser’s actual or perceived 

sexual orientation or gender identity, may include offensive jokes, 

name-calling, slurs, or rumors; cyberharassment; physical aggres-

sion or assault; threatening or intimidating conduct; or other kinds 

of aggressive conduct such as theft or damage to property. 

Dating violence occurs when a person in a current or past dating 

relationship uses physical, sexual, verbal, or emotional abuse to 

harm, threaten, intimidate, or control the other person in the rela-

tionship. Dating violence also occurs when a person commits these 

acts against a person in a marriage or dating relationship with the 

individual who is or was once in a marriage or dating relationship 

with the person committing the offense. 

For purposes of this policy, dating violence is considered prohibited 

harassment if the conduct is so severe, persistent, or pervasive 

that the conduct: 
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1. Affects a student’s ability to participate in or benefit from an 

educational program or activity, or creates an intimidating, 

threatening, hostile, or offensive educational environment; 

2. Has the purpose or effect of substantially or unreasonably in-

terfering with the student’s academic performance; or 

3. Otherwise adversely affects the student’s educational oppor-

tunities. 

Examples of dating violence against a student may include physi-

cal or sexual assaults; name-calling; put-downs; or threats directed 

at the student, the student’s family members, or members of the 

student’s household. Additional examples may include destroying 

property belonging to the student, threatening to commit suicide or 

homicide if the student ends the relationship, attempting to isolate 

the student from friends and family, stalking, threatening a stu-

dent’s spouse or current dating partner, or encouraging others to 

engage in these behaviors. 

Any student who believes that he or she has experienced prohib-

ited conduct and any person who believes that a student has expe-

rienced prohibited conduct should immediately report the alleged 

acts to a teacher, school counselor, principal, other District em-

ployee, or the appropriate District official listed in this policy. 

Any District employee who suspects or receives direct or indirect 

notice that a student or group of students has or may have experi-

enced prohibited conduct shall immediately notify the appropriate 

District official listed in this policy and take any other steps required 

by this policy. 

For the purposes of this policy, District officials are the Title IX coor-

dinator, the ADA/Section 504 coordinator, and the Superintendent. 

Reports of discrimination based on sex, including sexual harass-

ment, gender-based harassment, or dating violence, may be di-

rected to the designated Title IX coordinator for students. [See 

FFH(EXHIBIT)] 

Reports of discrimination based on disability may be directed to the 

designated ADA/Section 504 coordinator for students. [See 

FFH(EXHIBIT)] 

The Superintendent shall serve as coordinator for purposes of Dis-

trict compliance with all other nondiscrimination laws. 

An individual shall not be required to report prohibited conduct to 

the person alleged to have committed the conduct. Reports con-

cerning prohibited conduct, including reports against the Title IX 
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coordinator or ADA/Section 504 coordinator, may be directed to the 

Superintendent. 

A report against the Superintendent may be made directly to the 

Board. If a report is made directly to the Board, the Board shall ap-

point an appropriate person to conduct an investigation. 

To ensure the District’s prompt investigation, reports of prohibited 

conduct shall be made as soon as possible after the alleged act or 

knowledge of the alleged act. 

The District official or designee shall promptly notify the parents of 

any student alleged to have experienced prohibited conduct by a 

District employee or another adult. [For parental notification re-

quirements regarding an allegation of educator misconduct with a 

student, see FFF.] 

When the District receives a report of prohibited conduct that in-

cludes dating violence, the appropriate District official shall immedi-

ately notify the parent or guardian of the student who has been 

identified in the report as the alleged victim or perpetrator. 

The following procedures apply to all allegations of prohibited con-

duct other than allegations of harassment prohibited by Title IX. 

[See FFH(LEGAL)] For allegations of sex-based harassment that, 

if proved, would meet the definition of sexual harassment under Ti-

tle IX, including sexual harassment, gender-based harassment, 

and dating violence, see the procedures below at Response to Title 

IX Sexual Harassment. 

The District may request, but shall not require, a written report. If a 

report is made orally, the District official shall reduce the report to 

written form. 

Upon receipt or notice of a report, the District official shall deter-

mine whether the allegations, if proved, would constitute prohibited 

conduct as defined by this policy. If so, the District shall immedi-

ately undertake an investigation, except as provided below at Crim-

inal Investigation. 

If the District official determines that the allegations, if proved, 

would not constitute prohibited conduct as defined by this policy, 

the District official shall refer the complaint for consideration under 

FFI. 

If appropriate and regardless of whether a criminal or regulatory in-

vestigation regarding the alleged conduct is pending, the District 

shall promptly take interim action calculated to address prohibited 

conduct or bullying prior to the completion of the District’s investi-

gation. 
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The investigation may be conducted by the District official or a de-

signee, such as the principal, or by a third party designated by the 

District, such as an attorney. When appropriate, the principal shall 

be involved in or informed of the investigation. 

The investigation may consist of personal interviews with the per-

son making the report, the person against whom the report is filed, 

and others with knowledge of the circumstances surrounding the 

allegations. The investigation may also include analysis of other in-

formation or documents related to the allegations. 

If a law enforcement or regulatory agency notifies the District that a 

criminal or regulatory investigation has been initiated, the District 

shall confer with the agency to determine if the District investiga-

tion would impede the criminal or regulatory investigation. The Dis-

trict shall proceed with its investigation only to the extent that it 

does not impede the ongoing criminal or regulatory investigation. 

After the law enforcement or regulatory agency has finished gath-

ering its evidence, the District shall promptly resume its investiga-

tion. 

Absent extenuating circumstances, such as a request by a law en-

forcement or regulatory agency for the District to delay its investi-

gation, the investigation should be completed within ten District 

business days from the date of the report; however, the investiga-

tor shall take additional time if necessary to complete a thorough 

investigation. 

The investigator shall prepare a written report of the investigation. 

The report shall include a determination of whether prohibited con-

duct or bullying occurred. The report shall be filed with the District 

official overseeing the investigation. 

Notification of the outcome of the investigation shall be provided to 

both parties in compliance with FERPA. 

If the results of an investigation indicate that prohibited conduct oc-

curred, the District shall promptly respond by taking appropriate 

disciplinary action in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct 

and may take corrective action reasonably calculated to address 

the conduct. 

Examples of corrective action may include a training program for 

those involved in the report, a comprehensive education program 

for the school community, counseling to the victim and the student 

who engaged in prohibited conduct, follow-up inquiries to deter-

mine if any new incidents or any instances of retaliation have oc-

curred, involving parents and students in efforts to identify prob-

lems and improve the school climate, increasing staff monitoring of 
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areas where prohibited conduct has occurred, and reaffirming the 

District’s policy against discrimination, harassment, and retaliation. 

If the results of an investigation indicate that bullying occurred, as 

defined by FFI, the District official shall refer to FFI for appropriate 

notice to parents and District action. The District official shall refer 

to FDB for transfer provisions. 

If the investigation reveals improper conduct that did not rise to the 

level of prohibited conduct or bullying, the District may take discipli-

nary action in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct or 

other corrective action reasonably calculated to address the con-

duct. 

To the greatest extent possible, the District shall respect the pri-

vacy of the complainant, persons against whom a report is filed, 

and witnesses. Limited disclosures may be necessary in order to 

conduct a thorough investigation and comply with applicable law. 

A student or parent who is dissatisfied with the outcome of the in-

vestigation may appeal through FNG(LOCAL), beginning at the ap-

propriate level. A student or parent has the right to file a complaint 

with the United States Department of Education Office for Civil 

Rights. 

For purposes of the District’s response to reports of harassment 

prohibited by Title IX, definitions can be found in FFH(LEGAL). 

When the District receives notice or an allegation of conduct that, if 

proved, would meet the definition of sexual harassment under Title 

IX, the Title IX coordinator shall promptly contact the complainant 

to: 

 Discuss the availability of supportive measures and inform the 

complainant that they are available, with or without the filing 

of a formal complaint; 

 Consider the complainant’s wishes with respect to supportive 

measures; and 

 Explain to the complainant the option and process for filing a 

formal complaint. 

The District’s response to sexual harassment shall treat 

complainants and respondents equitably by offering supportive 

measures to both parties, as appropriate, and by following the Title 

IX formal complaint process before imposing disciplinary sanctions 

or other actions that are not supportive measures against a 

respondent. 
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If a formal complaint is not filed or dismissed, the District reserves 

the right to investigate and respond to prohibited conduct in 

accordance with Board policies and the Student Code of Conduct. 

The Title IX coordinator also reserves the right to sign a formal 

complaint, initiating the Title IX grievance process, if it would be 

deliberately indifferent not to investigate and respond to the 

prohibited conduct in accordance with Board policies and the 

Student Code of Conduct. 

To distinguish the process described below from the District’s gen-

eral grievance policies [see DGBA, FNG, and GF], this policy re-

fers to the grievance process required by Title IX regulations for re-

sponding to formal complaints of sexual harassment as the 

District’s “Title IX formal complaint process.” 

The Superintendent shall ensure the development of a Title IX for-

mal complaint process that complies with legal requirements. [See 

FFH(LEGAL)] The formal complaint process shall be posted on the 

District’s website. In compliance with Title IX regulations, the Dis-

trict’s Title IX formal complaint process shall address the following 

basic requirements: 

1. Equitable treatment of complainants and respondents; 

2. An objective evaluation of all relevant evidence; 

3. A requirement that the Title IX coordinator, investigator, deci-

sion-maker, or any person designated to facilitate an informal 

resolution process not have a conflict of interest or bias; 

4. A presumption that the respondent is not responsible for the 

alleged sexual harassment until a determination is made at 

the conclusion of the Title IX formal complaint process; 

5. Time frames that provide for a reasonably prompt conclusion 

of the Title IX formal complaint process, including time frames 

for appeals and any informal resolution process, and that al-

low for temporary delays or the limited extension of time 

frames with good cause and written notice as required by law; 

6. A description of the possible disciplinary sanctions and reme-

dies that may be implemented following a determination of re-

sponsibility for the alleged sexual harassment; 

7. A statement of the standard of evidence to be used to deter-

mine responsibility for all Title IX formal complaints of sexual 

harassment; 

8. Procedures and permissible bases for the complainant and 

respondent to appeal a determination of responsibility or a 

Title IX Formal 
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dismissal of a Title IX formal complaint or any allegations 

therein; 

9. A description of the supportive measures available to the 

complainant and respondent; 

10. A prohibition on using or seeking information protected under 

a legally recognized privilege unless the individual holding the 

privilege has waived the privilege; 

11. Additional formal complaint procedures in 34 C.F.R. 

106.45(b), including written notice of a formal complaint, con-

solidation of formal complaints, recordkeeping, and investiga-

tion procedures; and 

12. Other local procedures as determined by the Superintendent. 

The standard of evidence used to determine responsibility in a Title 

IX formal complaint of sexual harassment shall be the 

preponderance of the evidence. 

The District prohibits retaliation by a student or District employee 

against a student alleged to have experienced discrimination or 

harassment, including dating violence, or another student who, in 

good faith, makes a report of harassment or discrimination, files a 

complaint of harassment or discrimination, serves as a witness, or 

participates in an investigation. The definition of prohibited retalia-

tion under this policy also includes retaliation against a student 

who refuses to participate in any manner in an investigation under 

Title IX. In the absence of a formal complaint, allegations of retalia-

tion shall be investigated under Investigation of Reports Other 

Than Title IX, above. 

Examples of retaliation may include threats, intimidation, coercion, 

rumor spreading, ostracism, assault, destruction of property, unjus-

tified punishments, or unwarranted grade reductions. Unlawful re-

taliation does not include petty slights or annoyances. 

A student who intentionally makes a false claim or offers false 

statements in a District investigation regarding discrimination or 

harassment, including dating violence, shall be subject to appropri-

ate disciplinary action in accordance with law. 

The District shall retain copies of allegations, investigation reports, 

and related records regarding any prohibited conduct in accord-

ance with the District’s records control schedules, but for no less 

than the minimum amount of time required by law. [See CPC] 

[For Title IX recordkeeping and retention provisions, see FFH(LE-

GAL) and the District’s Title IX formal complaint process.] 
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Information regarding this policy and any accompanying proce-

dures shall be distributed annually in the employee and student 

handbooks. Copies of the policy and procedures shall be posted 

on the District’s website, to the extent practicable, and readily 

available at each campus and the District’s administrative offices. 

Access to Policy and 
Procedures 
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The Superintendent shall oversee the performance of records 

management functions prescribed by state and federal law: 

 Records administratorAdministrator, as prescribed by Local 

Government Code 176.001 and 176.0065.007 [See BBFA 

and CHE] 

 Officer for public informationPublic Information, as prescribed 

by Government Code 552.201–.205. [See GBAA] 

 Public information coordinatorInformation Coordinator, as 

prescribed by Government Code 552.012. [See BBD] 

The term “local government record” shall pertain to all items identi-

fied as such by the Local Government Records Act. 

The deputy superintendentdeputy superintendent shall serve as 

and perform the duties of the District’s records management officer 

as prescribed by Local Government Code 203.023, and shall ad-

minister the District’s records management program pertaining to 

local government records in compliance with the Local Govern-

ment Records Act. 

The records management officer shall file his or her name with the 

Texas State Library and Archives Commission (TSLAC) within 30 

days of assuming the position.  

The records management officer shall develop procedures for the 

management of electronic records that comply with the District’s 

records control schedules and meet the minimum components re-

quired by law. 

The procedures shall: 

1. Specify the objectives of the electronic records management 

program; 

2. Identify the responsibilities of employees who create, receive, 

or maintain electronic records; 

3. Ensure the maintenance of electronic records until the expira-

tion of the applicable retention period and final disposition; 

and 

4. Ensure that electronic records that must be protected from 

unauthorized use or disclosure are appropriately protected as 

required by law, regulation, or other applicable requirements. 
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The records management officer shall file with the TSLAC a written 

declaration that the District has adopted records control schedules 

that comply with records retention schedules issued by the TSLAC 

as provided by law. 

The District’s records management program shall address the 

length of time records will be posted on the District’s website when 

the law does not specify a posting period. 

All local government records shall be considered District property 

and any unauthorized destruction or removal shall be prohibited. 

The District shall follow its records control schedules, records 

management program, and all applicable laws regarding records 

destruction. However, the District shall preserve records, including 

electronically stored information, and suspend routine record de-

struction practices where appropriate and in accordance with pro-

cedures developed by the records management officer. Such pro-

cedures shall describe the circumstances under which local 

government records scheduled for destruction must be retained. 

Notification shall be given to appropriate staff when routine record 

destruction practices must be suspended and when they may be 

resumed. 

The records management officer shall receive appropriate training 

regarding the Local Government Records Act and shall ensure that 

custodians of records, as defined by law, and other applicable Dis-

trict staff are trained on the District’s records management pro-

gram, including this policy and corresponding procedures.  
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The Superintendent shall recommend the District’s professional 

development plan for all District employees. The Board shall annu-

ally review the professional development clearinghouse published 

by the State Board for Educator Certification (SBEC) and annually 

approve the District’s professional development plan. The District’s 

professional development plan must: 

1. Be guided by the SBEC clearinghouse training recommenda-

tions; 

2. Note any differences in the District’s plan from the clearing-

house recommendations; and 

3. Include a schedule of the required professional development 

for all District employees. 
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The following process shall apply regarding the adoption of curricu-

lum materials for the District’sdistrict’s human sexuality instruction:  

1. The Board shall adopt a resolution convening the District’s 

school health advisory council (SHAC) to recommend curricu-

lum materials for the instruction. 

2. The SHAC shall hold at least two public meetings on the cur-

riculum materials before adopting recommendations to pre-

sent to the Board.  

3. The SHAC recommendations must comply with the instruc-

tional content requirements in law, be suitable for the subject 

and grade level for which the materials are intended, and be 

reviewed by academic experts in the subject and grade level 

for which the materials are intended.   

4. The SHAC shall present its recommendations to the Board at 

a public meeting.  

5. After the Board ensures the recommendations from the SHAC 

meet the standards in law, the Board shall take action on the 

recommendations by a record vote at a public meeting. 

The following process shall apply regarding the adoption of curricu-

lum materials for the District’s instruction relating to the prevention 

of child abuse, family violence, dating violence, and sex trafficking:  

1. The Board shall adopt a resolution convening the District’s 

SHAC to recommend curriculum materials for the instruction. 

2. The SHAC shall hold at least two public meetings on the cur-

riculum materials before adopting recommendations to pre-

sent to the Board. 

3. The SHAC recommendations must comply with the instruc-

tional content requirements in law, be suitable for the subject 

and grade level for which the materials are intended, and be 

reviewed by academic experts in the subject and grade level 

for which the materials are intended. 

4. The SHAC shall present its recommendations to the Board at 

a public meeting. 

5. After the Board ensures the recommendations from the SHAC 

meet the standards in law, the Board shall take action on the 

recommendations by a record vote at a public meeting.  
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In accordance with administrative procedures, the District shall pro-

vide regular training opportunities for teachers of students with dys-

lexia that include new research and practices for educating stu-

dents with dyslexia. 
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When a student transitions from early childhood intervention (ECI) 

to early childhood special education (ECSE) services, the District 

shall develop and implement an individualized education program 

(IEP) by the child’s third birthday. 
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Students may be referred for the gifted and talented program at 

any time by teachers, school counselors, parents, or other inter-

ested persons. 

The District shall provide assessment opportunities to complete the 

screening and identification process for referred students at least 

once per school year. 

The District shall schedule a gifted and talented program aware-

ness session for parents that provides an overview of the assess-

ment procedures and services for the program prior to beginning 

the screening and identification process. 

The District shall obtain written parental consent before any special 

testing or individual assessment is conducted as part of the 

screening and identification process. All student information col-

lected during the screening and identification process shall be an 

educational record, subject to the protections set out in policies at 

FL. 

The Board-approved program for the gifted and talented shall es-

tablish criteria to identify gifted and talented students. The criteria 

shall be specific to the state definition of gifted and talented and 

shall ensure the fair assessment of students with special needs, 

such as the culturally different, the economically disadvantaged, 

and students with disabilities. 

Data collected through both objective and subjective assessments 

shall be measured against the criteria approved by the Board to 

determine individual eligibility for the program. Assessment tools 

may include, but are not limited to, the following: achievement 

tests, intelligence tests, creativity tests, behavioral checklists com-

pleted by teachers and parents, student/parent conferences, and 

available student work products. 

A selection committee shall evaluate each referred student accord-

ing to the established criteria and shall identify those students for 

whom placement in the gifted and talented program is the most ap-

propriate educational setting. The committee shall be composed of 

at least three professional educators who have received training in 

the nature and needs of gifted students, as required by law. 

The District shall provide written notification to parents of students 

who qualify for services through the District’s gifted and talented 

program. Participation in any program or services provided for 

gifted students shall be voluntary, and the District shall obtain writ-

ten permission from the parents before placing a student in a gifted 

and talented program. 
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If the District reassesses students in the gifted and talented pro-

gram, the reassessment shall be based on a student’s perfor-

mance in response to services and shall occur no more than once 

in elementary grades, once in middle school grades, and once in 

high school grades.  

When a student identified as gifted by a previous school district en-

rolls in the District, the selection committee shall review the stu-

dent’s records and conduct assessment procedures when neces-

sary to determine if placement in the District’s program for gifted 

and talented students is appropriate. 

[See FDD(LEGAL) for information regarding transfer students and 

the Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunities for Military 

Children] 

A student who transfers from one campus in the District to the 

same grade level at another District campus shall continue to re-

ceive services in the District’s gifted and talented program. 

The District may place on a furlough any student who is unable to 

maintain satisfactory performance or whose educational needs are 

not being met within the structure of the gifted and talented pro-

gram. A furlough may be initiated by the District, the parent, or the 

student. 

In accordance with the Board-approved program, a furlough shall 

be granted for specified reasons and for a specified period of time. 

At the end of a furlough, the student may reenter the gifted and tal-

ented program, be placed on another furlough, or be exited from 

the program. 

The District shall monitor student performance in response to gifted 

and talented program services. If at any time the selection commit-

tee or a parent determines it is in the best interest of the student to 

exit the program, the committee shall meet with the parent and stu-

dent before finalizing an exit decision. 

A parent, student, or educator may appeal any final decision of the 

selection committee regarding selection for or exit from the gifted 

and talented program. Appeals shall be made first to the selection 

committee. Any subsequent appeals shall be made in accordance 

with FNG(LOCAL) beginning at Level Two. 

The District shall annually evaluate the effectiveness of the Dis-

trict’s gifted and talented program, and the results of the evaluation 

shall be used to modify and update the District and campus im-

provement plans. The District shall include parents in the evalua-

tion process and shall share the information with Board members, 
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administrators, teachers, school counselors, students in the gifted 

and talented program, and the community. 

The District’s gifted and talented program shall address effective 

use of funds for programs and services consistent with the stand-

ards in the state plan for gifted and talented students.  

The District shall annually report to the Texas Education Agency 

(TEA) regarding funding used to implement the District’s gifted and 

talented program. The District shall annually certify to TEA:  

1. The establishment of a gifted and talented program by the 

District; and  

2. That the District’s program is consistent with the state plan for 

gifted and talented students. 

The District shall ensure that information about the District’s gifted 

and talented program is available to parents and community mem-

bers and that they have an opportunity to develop an understand-

ing of and support for the program. 
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To graduate, a student must complete the courses required by the 

District in addition to those mandated by the state. 

The courses that satisfy District requirements under the foundation 

program, including courses for the distinguished level of achieve-

ment and courses for endorsements offered by the District, shall be 

listed in appropriate District publications. 

The District requires completion of 3three credits in addition to the 

number mandated by the state for graduation under the foundation 

program without an endorsement. Graduation under the foundation 

program without an endorsement shall be permitted only as author-

ized under state law and rules. 

The District requires no additional credits beyond the number 

mandated by the state for graduation under the foundation pro-

gram with an endorsement. 

The District requires no additional credits beyond the number 

mandated by the state to graduate under the foundation program 

with the distinguished level of achievement. 

The District shall not award state graduation credit in fine arts for 

participation in a community-based fine arts program. 

To the extent permitted by state rules, the District shall award state 

graduation credit in physical education for participation in approved 

activities and elective courses. 

The District shall award state graduation credit in physical educa-

tion for appropriate private or commercially sponsored physical ac-

tivity programs conducted either on or off campus, upon approval 

by the commissioner of education. [See also EHAC] 

As confirmation of a student’s completion and submission of a free 

application for federal student aid (FAFSA) or a Texas application 

for state financial aid (TASFA), the District shall accept the follow-

ing: 

1. A screenshot that includes the processed date field in Ap-

plyTexas Counselor Suite FAFSA data; 

2. Notification, such as a copy of an email, from the United 

States Department of Education verifying completion of the 

FAFSA; 

3. A copy or screenshot of the FAFSA acknowledgment page; 

4. A screenshot of the TASFA submission acknowledgment page 

(from those institutions that offer an electronic form); 
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5. An acknowledgment receipt from an institution of higher edu-

cation (IHE); or 

6. A copy of a financial aid award letter from an IHE. 

[For students who choose not to complete and submit a FAFSA or 

a TASFA, see EIF(LEGAL).] 

The District shall maintain individual student documentation of the 

financial aid application requirement as an education record. [See 

FL] 
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The District’s trauma-informed care program, as included in the 

District improvement plan, shall provide for the integration of 

trauma-informed care practices in the school environment, includ-

ing increasing staff and parent awareness of trauma-informed care, 

implementation of trauma-informed practices and care by District 

and campus staff, and providing information about available coun-

seling options for students affected by trauma or grief. 

The District shall provide training in trauma-informed care to Dis-

trict educators as required by law and the Board-approved District 

professional development plan.. The District improvement plan 

shall specify required training for any other District employees as 

applicable.  

The District shall provide an annual report to the Texas Education 

Agency on the number of employees who have participated in 

trauma-informed care training.  
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Note: This policy addresses discrimination, including harass-

ment, and retaliation against District students. For provi-

sions regarding discrimination, including harassment, 

and retaliation against District employees, see DIA. For 

reporting requirements related to child abuse and ne-

glect, see FFG. Note that FFH shall be used in conjunc-

tion with FFI (bullying) for certain prohibited conduct. 

The District prohibits discrimination, including harassment, against 

any student on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, gender, na-

tional origin, age, disability, or any other basis prohibited by law. 

The District prohibits dating violence, as defined by this policy. Re-

taliation against anyone involved in the complaint process is a vio-

lation of District policy and is prohibited. 

Discrimination against a student is defined as conduct directed at a 

student on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, gender, national 

origin, age, disability, or any other basis prohibited by law, that ad-

versely affects the student. 

In this policy, the term “prohibited conduct” includes discrimination, 

harassment, dating violence, and retaliation as defined by this pol-

icy, even if the behavior does not rise to the level of unlawful con-

duct. 

Prohibited conduct also includes sexual harassment as defined by 

Title IX. [See FFH(LEGAL)] 

The District prohibits discrimination, including harassment, against 

any student. Discrimination is defined as treating a student or 

group of students differently from similarly situated students on the 

basis of race, color, religion, sex, gender, national origin, age, disa-

bility, or any other basis prohibited by law. One type of harassment 

this policy prohibits is dating violence, as defined below. Retaliation 

against anyone exercising their rights under this policy is a viola-

tion of District policy and is prohibited. 

Harassment of a student is defined as physical, verbal, or nonver-

bal conduct based on the student’s race, color, religion, sex, gen-

der, national origin, age, disability, or any other basis prohibited by 

law, when the conduct is so severe, persistent, or pervasive that 

the conduct: 

1. Affects a student’s ability to participate in or benefit from an ed-

ucational program or activity, or creates an intimidating, threat-

ening, hostile, or offensive educational environment; 
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2. Has the purpose or effect of substantially or unreasonably inter-

fering with the student’s academic performance; or 

3. Otherwise adversely affects the student’s educational opportu-

nities. 

HarassmentProhibited harassment includes dating violence as de-

fined by law and this policy. 

Examples of prohibited harassment may include offensive or de-

rogatory language directed at another person’s religious beliefs or 

practices, accent, skin color, or need for accommodation; threaten-

ing, intimidating, or humiliating conduct; offensive jokes, name call-

ing, slurs, or rumors; cyberharassment; physical aggression or as-

sault; display of graffiti or printed material promoting racial, ethnic, 

or other negative stereotypes; or other kinds of aggressive conduct 

such as theft or damage to property. 

As required by law, the District shall follow the procedures below at 

Response to Title IX Sexual Harassment—Title IX upon a report of 

sex-based harassment, including sexual harassment, gender-

based harassment, and dating violence, when such allegations, if 

proved, would meet the definition of sexual harassment in an edu-

cation program or activity and against a person in the United 

States under Title IX. [See FFH(LEGAL)] 

Sexual harassment of a student by a District employee includes 

both welcome and unwelcome sexual advances; requests for sex-

ual favors; sexually motivated physical, verbal, or nonverbal con-

duct; or other conduct or communication of a sexual nature when::  

1. A District employee causes the student to believe that the stu-

dent must submit to the conduct in order to participate in a 

school program or activity, or that the employee will make an 

educational decision based on whether or not the student sub-

mits to the conduct; or 

2. The conduct is so severe, persistent, or pervasive that it: 

a. Affects the student’s ability to participate in or benefit 

from an educational program or activity, or otherwise 

adversely affects the student’s educational opportuni-

ties; or 

b. Creates an intimidating, threatening, hostile, or abusive 

educational environment. 
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Romantic or other inappropriate social relationships between stu-

dents and District employees are prohibited. Any sexual relation-

ship between a student and a District employee is always prohib-

ited, even if consensual. [See DH] 

Sexual harassment of a student, including harassment committed 

by another student, includes unwelcome sexual advances; re-

quests for sexual favors; or sexually motivated physical, verbal, or 

nonverbal conduct when the conduct is so severe, persistent, or 

pervasive that it: 

1. Affects a student’s ability to participate in or benefit from an ed-

ucational program or activity, or creates an intimidating, threat-

ening, hostile, or offensive educational environment; 

2. Has the purpose or effect of substantially or unreasonably inter-

fering with the student’s academic performance; or 

3. Otherwise adversely affects the student’s educational opportu-

nities. 

Examples of sexual harassment of a student may include sexual 

advances; touching intimate body parts or coercing physical con-

tact that is sexual in nature; jokes or conversations of a sexual na-

ture; and other sexually motivated conduct, contact, or communica-

tions, including electronic communication. 

Necessary or permissible physical contact such as assisting a child 

by taking the child’s hand, comforting a child with a hug, or other 

physical contact not reasonably construed as sexual in nature is 

not sexual harassment. 

Gender-based harassment includes physical, verbal, or nonverbal 

conduct based on the student’s gender, the student’s expression of 

characteristics perceived as stereotypical for the student’s gender, 

or the student’s failure to conform to stereotypical notions of mas-

culinity or femininity. For purposes of this policy, gender-based har-

assment is considered prohibited harassment if the conduct is so 

severe, persistent, or pervasive that the conduct: 

1. Affects a student’s ability to participate in or benefit from an ed-

ucational program or activity, or creates an intimidating, threat-

ening, hostile, or offensive educational environment; 

2. Has the purpose or effect of substantially or unreasonably inter-

fering with the student’s academic performance; or 

3. Otherwise adversely affects the student’s educational opportu-

nities. 
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Examples of gender-based harassment directed against a student, 

regardless of the student’s or the harasser’s actual or perceived 

sexual orientation or gender identity, may include offensive jokes, 

name-calling, slurs, or rumors; cyberharassment; physical aggres-

sion or assault; threatening or intimidating conduct; or other kinds 

of aggressive conduct such as theft or damage to property. 

Dating violence occurs when a person in a current or past dating 

relationship uses physical, sexual, verbal, or emotional abuse to 

harm, threaten, intimidate, or control the other person in the rela-

tionship. Dating violence also occurs when a person commits these 

acts against a person in a marriage or dating relationship with the 

individual who is or was once in a marriage or dating relationship 

with the person committing the offense. 

For purposes of this policy, dating violence is considered prohibited 

harassment if the conduct is so severe, persistent, or pervasive 

that the conduct: 

1. Affects a student’s ability to participate in or benefit from an ed-

ucational program or activity, or creates an intimidating, threat-

ening, hostile, or offensive educational environment; 

2. Has the purpose or effect of substantially or unreasonably inter-

fering with the student’s academic performance; or 

3. Otherwise adversely affects the student’s educational opportu-

nities. 

Examples of dating violence against a student may include physi-

cal or sexual assaults; name-calling; put-downs; or threats directed 

at the student, the student’s family members, or members of the 

student’s household. Additional examples may include destroying 

property belonging to the student, threatening to commit suicide or 

homicide if the student ends the relationship, attempting to isolate 

the student from friends and family, stalking, threatening a stu-

dent’s spouse or current dating partner, or encouraging others to 

engage in these behaviors. 

Any student who believes that he or she has experienced prohib-

ited conduct and any person whoor believes that aanother student 

has experienced prohibited conduct should immediately report the 

alleged acts to a teacher, school counselor, principal, other District 

employee, or the appropriate District official listed in this policy. 

Any District employee who suspects or receives direct or indirect 

notice that a student or group of students has or may have experi-

enced prohibited conduct shall immediately notify the appropriate 

District official listed in this policy and take any other steps required 

by this policy. 
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For the purposes of this policy, District officials are the Title IX coor-

dinator, the ADA/Section 504 coordinator, and the Superintendent. 

Reports of discrimination based on sex, including sexual harass-

ment, gender-based harassment, or dating violence, may be di-

rected to the designated Title IX coordinator for students. [See 

FFH(EXHIBIT)]  

Reports of discrimination based on disability may be directed to the 

designated ADA/Section 504 coordinator for students. [See 

FFH(EXHIBIT)] 

The Superintendent shall serve as coordinator for purposes of Dis-

trict compliance with all other nondiscrimination laws. 

An individual shall not be required to report prohibited conduct to 

the person alleged to have committed the conduct. Reports con-

cerning prohibited conduct, including reports against the Title IX 

coordinator or ADA/Section 504 coordinator, may be directed to the 

Superintendent. 

A report against the Superintendent may be made directly to the 

Board. If a report is made directly to the Board, the Board shall ap-

point an appropriate person to conduct an investigation. 

To ensure the District’s prompt investigation, reports of prohibited 

conduct shall be made as soon as possible after the alleged act or 

knowledge of the alleged act.  

The District official or designee shall promptly notify the parents of 

any student alleged to have experienced prohibited conduct by a 

District employee or another adult.  

[For parental notification requirements regarding an allegation of 

educator misconduct with a student, see FFF.] 

When the District receives a report of prohibited conduct that in-

cludes dating violence, the appropriate District official shall immedi-

ately notify the parent or guardian of the student who has been 

identified in the report as the alleged victim or perpetrator. 

The following procedures apply to all allegations of prohibited con-

duct other than allegations of harassment prohibited by Title IX. 

[See FFH(LEGAL)] For allegations of sex-based harassment that, 

if proved, would meet the definition of sexual harassment under Ti-

tle IX, including sexual harassment, gender-based harassment, 

and dating violence, see the procedures below at Response to Title 

IX Sexual Harassment—Title IX. 
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The District may request, but shall not require, a written report. If a 

report is made orally, the District official shall reduce the report to 

written form. 

Upon receipt or notice of a report, the District official shall deter-

mine whether the allegations, if proved, would constitute prohibited 

conduct as defined by this policy. If so, the District shall immedi-

ately undertake an investigation, except as provided below at Crim-

inal Investigation. 

If the District official determines that the allegations, if proved, 

would not constitute prohibited conduct as defined by this policy, 

the District official shall refer the complaint for consideration under 

FFI. 

If appropriate and regardless of whether a criminal or regulatory in-

vestigation regarding the alleged conduct is pending, the District 

shall promptly take interim action calculated to address prohibited 

conduct or bullying prior to the completion of the District’s investi-

gation. 

The investigation may be conducted by the District official or a de-

signee, such as the principal, or by a third party designated by the 

District, such as an attorney. When appropriate, the principal shall 

be involved in or informed of the investigation. 

The investigation may consist of personal interviews with the per-

son making the report, the person against whom the report is filed, 

and others with knowledge of the circumstances surrounding the 

allegations. The investigation may also include analysis of other in-

formation or documents related to the allegations. 

If a law enforcement or regulatory agency notifies the District that a 

criminal or regulatory investigation has been initiated, the District 

shall confer with the agency to determine if the District investiga-

tion would impede the criminal or regulatory investigation. The Dis-

trict shall proceed with its investigation only to the extent that it 

does not impede the ongoing criminal or regulatory investigation. 

After the law enforcement or regulatory agency has finished gath-

ering its evidence, the District shall promptly resume its investiga-

tion. 

Absent extenuating circumstances, such as a request by a law en-

forcement or regulatory agency for the District to delay its investi-

gation, the investigation should be completed within ten District 

business days from the date of the report; however, the investiga-

tor shall take additional time if necessary to complete a thorough 

investigation.  
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The investigator shall prepare a written report of the investigation. 

The report shall include a determination of whether prohibited con-

duct or bullying occurred. The report shall be filed with the District 

official overseeing the investigation. 

Notification of the outcome of the investigation shall be provided to 

both parties in compliance with FERPA. 

If the results of an investigation indicate that prohibited conduct oc-

curred, the District shall promptly respond by taking appropriate 

disciplinary action in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct 

and may take corrective action reasonably calculated to address 

the conduct. 

Examples of corrective action may include a training program for 

those involved in the report, a comprehensive education program 

for the school community, counseling to the victim and the student 

who engaged in prohibited conduct, follow-up inquiries to deter-

mine if any new incidents or any instances of retaliation have oc-

curred, involving parents and students in efforts to identify prob-

lems and improve the school climate, increasing staff monitoring of 

areas where prohibited conduct has occurred, and reaffirming the 

District’s policy against discrimination, and harassment, and retali-

ation. 

If the results of an investigation indicate that bullying occurred, as 

defined by FFI, the District official shall refer to FFI for appropriate 

notice to parents and District action. The District official shall refer 

to FDB for transfer provisions. 

If the investigation reveals improper conduct that did not rise to the 

level of prohibited conduct or bullying, the District may take discipli-

nary action in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct or 

other corrective action reasonably calculated to address the con-

duct. 

To the greatest extent possible, the District shall respect the pri-

vacy of the complainant, persons against whom a report is filed, 

and witnesses. Limited disclosures may be necessary in order to 

conduct a thorough investigation and comply with applicable law. 

A student or parent who is dissatisfied with the outcome of the in-

vestigation may appeal through FNG(LOCAL), beginning at the ap-

propriate level. A student or parent has theshall be informed of his 

or her right to file a complaint with the United States Department of 

Education Office for Civil Rights. 
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For purposes of the District’s response to reports of harassment 

prohibited by Title IX, definitions can be found in FFH(LEGAL). 

When the District receives notice or an allegation of conduct that, if 

proved, would meet the definition of sexual harassment under Title 

IX, the Title IX coordinator shall promptly contact the complainant 

to: 

 Discuss the availability of supportive measures and inform the 

complainant that they are available, with or without the filing 

of a formal complaint; 

 Consider the complainant’s wishes with respect to supportive 

measures; and  

 Explain to the complainant the option and process for filing a 

formal complaint. 

The District’s response to sexual harassment shall treat 

complainants and respondents equitably by offering supportive 

measures to both parties, as appropriate, and by following the Title 

IX formal complaint process before imposing disciplinary sanctions 

or other actions that are not supportive measures against a 

respondent. 

If a formal complaint is not filed or dismissed, the District reserves 

the right to investigate and respond to prohibited conduct in 

accordance with Board policies and the Student Code of Conduct. 

The Title IX coordinator also reserves the right to sign a formal 

complaint, initiating the Title IX grievance process, if it would be 

deliberately indifferent not to investigate and respond to the 

prohibited conduct in accordance with Board policies and the 

Student Code of Conduct. 

To distinguish the process described below from the District’s gen-

eral grievance policies [see DGBA, FNG, and GF], this policy re-

fers to the grievance process required by Title IX regulations for re-

sponding to formal complaints of sexual harassment as the 

District’s “Title IX formal complaint process.” 

The Superintendent shall ensure the development of a Title IX for-

mal complaint process that complies with legal requirements. [See 

FFH(LEGAL)] The formal complaint process shall be posted on the 

District’s website. In compliance with Title IX regulations, the Dis-

trict’s Title IX formal complaint process shall address the following 

basic requirements: 

1. Equitable treatment of complainants and respondents; 

2. An objective evaluation of all relevant evidence; 
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3. A requirement that the Title IX coordinator, investigator, deci-

sion-maker, or any person designated to facilitate an informal 

resolution process not have a conflict of interest or bias; 

4. A presumption that the respondent is not responsible for the al-

leged sexual harassment until a determination is made at the 

conclusion of the Title IX formal complaint process; 

5. Time frames that provide for a reasonably prompt conclusion of 

the Title IX formal complaint process, including time frames for 

appeals and any informal resolution process, and that allow for 

temporary delays or the limited extension of time frames with 

good cause and written notice as required by law; 

6. A description of the possible disciplinary sanctions and reme-

dies that may be implemented following a determination of re-

sponsibility for the alleged sexual harassment; 

7. A statement of the standard of evidence to be used to deter-

mine responsibility for all Title IX formal complaints of sexual 

harassment; 

8. Procedures and permissible bases for the complainant and re-

spondent to appeal a determination of responsibility or a dis-

missal of a Title IX formal complaint or any allegations therein; 

9. A description of the supportive measures available to the com-

plainant and respondent; 

10. A prohibition on using or seeking information protected under a 

legally recognized privilege unless the individual holding the 

privilege has waived the privilege; 

11. Additional formal complaint procedures in 34 C.F.R. 106.45(b), 

including written notice of a formal complaint, consolidation of 

formal complaints, recordkeeping, and investigation proce-

dures; and 

12. Other local procedures as determined by the Superintendent. 

The standard of evidence used to determine responsibility in a Title 

IX formal complaint of sexual harassment shall be the 

preponderance of the evidence. 

The District prohibits retaliation by a student or District employee 

against a student alleged to have experienced discrimination or 

harassment, including dating violence, or another student who, in 

good faith, makes a report of harassment or discrimination, files a 

complaint of harassment or discrimination, serves as a witness, or 

participates in an investigation. The definition of prohibited retalia-

tion under this policy also includes retaliation against a student 

Standard of 
Evidence 

Retaliation 



Ferris ISD  
070905  
  
STUDENT WELFARE FFH 
FREEDOM FROM DISCRIMINATION, HARASSMENT, AND RETALIATION (LOCAL) 

 

DATE ISSUED: 6/22/20227/1/2020   ADOPTED: 10 of 10 
UPDATE 119115  
FFH(LOCAL)-A  

 

who refuses to participate in any manner in an investigation under 

Title IX. In the absence of a formal complaint, allegations of retalia-

tion shall be investigated under Investigation of Reports Other 

Than Title IX, above. 

Examples of retaliation may include threats, intimidation, coercion, 

rumor spreading, ostracism, assault, destruction of property, unjus-

tified punishments, or unwarranted grade reductions. Unlawful re-

taliation does not include petty slights or annoyances. 

A student who intentionally makes a false claim or offers false 

statements in a District investigation regarding discrimination or 

harassment, including dating violence, shall be subject to appropri-

ate disciplinary action in accordance with law. 

The District shall retain copies of allegations, investigation reports, 

and related records regarding any prohibited conduct in accord-

ance with the District’s records control schedules, but for no less 

than the minimum amount of time required by law. [See CPC] 

[For Title IX recordkeeping and retention provisions, see FFH(LE-

GAL) and the District’s Title IX formal complaint process.] 

Information regarding this policy and any accompanying proce-

dures shall be distributed annually in the employee and student 

handbooks. Copies of the policy and procedures shall be posted 

on the District’s website, to the extent practicable, and readily 

available at each campus and the District’s administrative offices. 

Examples 

False Claim 

Records Retention 
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