
 

 

                  Policy      

                                                             3541(a)  

Business and Non-Instructional Operations 
 

Transportation 
 

Purpose 
 

The Board of Education will provide transportation, under provisions of state law and regulation for 

all students who qualify for such service, either by contracting with a private carrier or by the use of 

district-owned transportation vehicles.  

 

The superintendent/designee shall administer the operation so as to: 

 

1. Provide for maximum safety of students. 

 

2. Provide for an efficient, cost-effective operation.  

 

3. Assist handicapped students appropriately. 

 

4. Enrich the instructional program. 

  

5. Provide for the scheduling and supervision of transportation service for athletic trips, 

activity buses, special education transportation, and career education transportation. 

 

Under extraordinary circumstances and with the superintendent’s approval, parents may be 

reimbursed for transportation of eligible students whenever such practice is more economical.  

 

Federal Compliance 

 

Transportation will be provided for homeless students to and from the school of origin as required 

by the No Child Left Behind Act.  These services shall be provided throughout the regularly 

scheduled school year and day as determined by the Board. 

 

Transportation will be provided for an eligible student who attends a district school out of the 

student’s attendance area because the home school has been identified as in need of improvement, 

the student is a victim of a violent criminal offense occurring in or on the grounds of the school the 

student attends, or the student attends a school identified as persistently dangerous. 

 

Transportation may be provided to eligible students who transfer from a district school to an out-of-

district school under a cooperative agreement because their home school has been identified as in 

need of improvement under the No Child Left Behind Act. 

   

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

  Policy      

                                                              3541(b) 
 

Business and Non-Instructional Operations 
 

Transportation 
 

Definitions 
 

1. “School transportation” means the procedure, program, or fully effective and implemented 

plan by which students are conveyed to and/or from school from their residence or pick-up areas at 

public expense, whether by use of publicly owned equipment or by contract.  Such transportation 

shall be over public roads approved by the municipality or private roads approved pursuant to 

Connecticut General Statutes Section 10-220c. 

 

2. “Walking distance” means the linear measure of a prescribed or authorized pedestrian route 

between the student’s residence or pick-up area and school from a point at the curb or edge of a 

public or private road nearest the pupil’s residence to the closest edge of the school grounds 

reflected in the architectural site plans which include the walkways adjacent to the driveways and 

access walkways from the public streets. 

 

3. “One mile walking distance” means a reasonable measurement of a route to be traversed 

extending from the point of measurement at least 5,280 feet, but not more than 5,380 feet. 

 

4. “One half mile walking distance” means a reasonable measurement of a route to be 

traversed extending from the point of measurement at least 2,640 feet, but not more than 2,740 feet. 

 

5. “One quarter mile walking distance” means a reasonable measurement of a route to be 

traversed extending from the point of measurement at least 1,320 feet, but not more than 1,420 feet. 

 

6. “Grade K” means kindergarten, or a school program appropriate to a beginning student. 

 

7. “Hazard” means a thing or condition that affects the safety of students walking to and from 

school and/or designated bus pick-up area.  Conditions or circumstances related only to a specific 

student’s needs would not constitute a hazard.  For example, if a parent has always walked a student 

to a bus stop but can no longer do so, that circumstance does not create a hazardous condition. 

 

8. “Sidewalk” means a portion of the landscape right of way approximately three feet wide, 

usually parallel to the traffic lanes which may be paved or unpaved, and marked by curbing, 

drainage ditch, grass area or fencing; apart from and independent of any white line safety markings 

along the street pavement. 

 

9. “Raised walk area” means a portion of the landscape right of way approximately three feet 

wide, usually parallel to the traffic lanes which may be paved or unpaved, distinguished by some 

elevation above the street pavement level and marked by curbing, drainage ditch, grass area or 

fencing; apart from and independent of any painted safety markings along the street pavement. 
 

10. “Eligible Student” is defined as any individual of school age enrolled in the Granby Public 

School System. 



 

 

              Policy      

                                                              3541(c) 

Business and Non-Instructional Operations 
 

Transportation 
 

Regular Routes and Services - Transportation 

 

Transportation will be provided only to Granby Public Schools and other educational facilities 

where the student has been placed by proper authorities.  It is the responsibility of the 

Superintendent, or his/her designee, prior to the start of each school year, to establish bus routes 

throughout the community to provide for the transportation of children to and from school safely, 

efficiently, and economically.  The following guidelines are to be considered in the establishment of 

bus stops: 

 

1. Elementary Walking Distance – All students from grades K through 5 living less than one-

quarter mile (by the shortest route) from a school will not be entitled to transportation service if safe 

sidewalks are available for the walk to school. A one-quarter mile walking distance from a child’s 

home to a pick-up area shall be considered reasonable. 

 

2. Secondary Walking Distance – All students from grades 6 through 12 living less than one-

half mile (by the shortest route) from a school will not be entitled to transportation service if safe 

sidewalks are available for the walk to school. A one-half mile walking distance from a child’s 

home to a pick-up area shall be considered reasonable.  

 

3. Pick-up Areas – The determination of specific pick-up and drop-off areas shall be an 

administrative decision subject to review by the Board of Education or an appointed sub-committee 

upon written appeal by a citizen or a group of citizens.  Written appeals for change in a bus pick-up 

area for reasons of student safety shall be reviewed by the police department prior to consideration 

by the Board of Education. 

 

4. Drop-Off Areas – When a student is dropped off, it is the parent’s responsibility to ensure 

the child’s safety. 

 

5. Exceptions to the provision of the above sections may be made by the 

superintendent/designee when such changes are in the best interest of safety or health of the 

children made for the reasons listed in policy 3541.12. 

 



 

 

               Policy      

                                                              3541(d) 

Business and Non-Instructional Operations 
 

Transportation 
 

Riding Other Than Assigned Bus 

School bus transportation is provided from the assigned pick up point to school and from school 

back to the assigned drop-off area. A student may be granted the privilege of riding a bus other than 

the one he/she is assigned to under the following conditions: 

 

1. Students will be bussed from one address, morning or afternoon, on a full week basis. 

 

2. A change in address within the town may necessitate a change in school assignment. 

 

3. Permanent changes in transportation must be requested, in writing, at least forty-eight hours in  

 advance. Completion of a new transportation request form will be required. 

 

4. The bus assignment for students in Day Care will be based on the Day Care address except in 

cases of enrollment imbalances. 

 

Guidelines for Extending Transportation to Students for Reasons of Health and Safety 

 

Health Considerations 

 

1. The Granby Public School system may provide transportation to a student who has a disability 

or illness which could be aggravated if the student walked the required distance set forth in the 

policy. 

 

2. Each request shall be filed with the school nurse and shall be accompanied by any medical 

record, certificate, evaluation, recommendation, etc., deemed sufficient to determine the medical 

status of the student. 

 

3. The school nurse shall review all information and forward a recommendation to the 

superintendent/designee. 

 

4. The superintendent/designee shall make a decision and notify the interested parties, including 

the Bus Manager, that transportation be provided for the interested student for a specified period 

of time.  

 

5. Transportation will be arranged within five school days after the decision is made. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

                                              Policy 

3541(e) 
 

Business and Non-Instructional Operations 
 

Transportation 

 

Safety Hazards 

 

The Granby Public Schools may provide pick up/drop off areas for students at less than the 

established distance from home where a hazardous condition exists according to the following 

standards: 

 

1. A roadway having an adjacent or parallel sidewalk or raised walk area shall be deemed 

hazardous when any roadway with speed limits in excess of thirty-five miles per hour which 

do not have pedestrian crossing lights or crossing guards or other safety provisions at points 

where students must cross in going to and from school. 

 

2. Roadways in residential sections in which the use primarily serves the needs of the people 

living in those areas shall not be considered hazardous unless otherwise determined by the 

Granby Police Department. Specified roadways which have no adjacent or parallel 

sidewalks or raised walk area shall be deemed hazardous for students. A list of such 

roadways will be maintained by regulation.  
 

3. A lake, pond, stream, or waterway adjacent to the roadway may be deemed a hazard in the 

absence of a fence or other suitable barrier fixed between the student and the water. 
 

4. The school administration, in consultation with the Granby Police Department may grant an 

exception to any provision of this guideline where in the judgment of the school 

administration a unique condition or combination of conditions creates a hazard. 

 

Special Transportation for Students with Special Needs  

 

1. Transportation shall be provided for students with special needs as required by law or policy. 

 

2. When a student has a handicap, which requires special transportation arrangements, these will 

be provided as specified by general statutes. 

 

3. Upon proper presentation of required documents, the superintendent/designee is authorized to 

provide transportation in accordance with this regulation. 



 

 

Policy 

3541(f) 

Business and Non-Instructional Operations 
 

Transportation 

 

Transportation Appeals 

 

Appeals of any administrative decision concerning school transportation shall be made in the 

following manner: 

 

1. Discuss the matter with the business manager. 

2. If no resolution is reached under (1) above, discuss the matter with the superintendent. 

3. If no resolution is reached under (2) above, discuss the matter with an ad-hoc Board 

subcommittee. 

 

Appeals of School Accommodations 

 

Only matters of denial of school accommodations are eligible for Board review. Any 

parent/guardian or student at majority, or officer whose duty it is to compel the observance of 

attendance laws who believes that the superintendent/designee is not furnishing school 

accommodations, by transportation or otherwise, in a manner consistent with the laws of the State 

of Connecticut, request a hearing before the Board to demonstrate the manner in which the 

superintendent/designee has allegedly failed to furnish such required accommodations. 

 

The Board shall hold a hearing within ten (10) days following receipt of such request. The hearing 

before the Board will be in compliance with the provisions of Section 4-177 to 4-180 inclusive of 

the Connecticut General Statutes. 

 

A stenographic record or tape recording shall be made of such hearing. 

 

Transportation Safety Complaints 

 

All complaints concerning school transportation safety shall be made in writing to the office of the 

business manager. The business manager shall maintain a written record of all such complaints, and 

shall conduct appropriate investigations of the allegations. Appeals of decisions by the business 

manager may be made to the superintendent. The superintendent/ designee shall provide the 

Commissioner of Motor Vehicles with a copy of the written record of complaints within thirty days 

of the end of the school year.  

 

Drug and Alcohol Testing for Bus Drivers 

 

The Granby Public School district is committed to the establishment of a drug use and alcohol 

misuse prevention program that meets all applicable requirements of the Omnibus Transportation 

Employee testing Act of 1991 (OTETA) and applicable state statutes pertaining to pre-employment 

and random drug testing of school bus drivers. The district shall adhere to federal and state 

regulations requiring a school bus driver’s drug and alcohol testing program. 

 

 



 

 

Policy 

3541(g) 

Business and Non-Instructional Operations 
 

Transportation 

 

Legal Reference: Connecticut General Statutes 

 

10-186       Duties of local and regional Boards of Education 

10-187     Appeal from finding of hearing Board. 

10-220 Duties of Boards of Education 

10-220c     Transportation of children over private roads.  Immunity from liability                                           

10-221 Development of policy for reporting complaints re school transportation safety.   

                  Reporting of accidents at school bus stops. 

10-273a et seq.  Reimbursement for transportation to and from elementary and secondary schools 

14-275 Equipment and color of school buses. 

14-275a     Use of standard school bus required.  

 14-275b.    Transportation of handicapped students.  

14-275c     Regulations re school buses and motor vehicles 

14-276a     Regulations re school bus operators and operators of student transportation     

        vehicles; qualifications; training. Pre- employment drug test required for   

       operators. 

14-280       Letters and signals to be concealed when not used in transporting children.  

10-280a     Transportation for students in non-profit private schools outside school district. 

10-281       Transportation for students in non-profit private schools within school district 

                  Chapter 248 Vehicle Highway Use used to transport special education students. 

 

Appeals to State Board.  Establishment of hearing Board 

20 U.S.C. NCLB Act of 2001, P.L. 107-110, Title I, Section 116 

 McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance Act of 2001, P.L. 107-110, 

 42 U.S.C., Sections 11431-11435 

 

 United States Code, Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Title 49 

 2717 Alcohol and controlled substances testing (Omnibus Transportation Employees testing  

 Act of 1991) 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Original Policy adopted: 11/5/97; 6/15/05   GRANBY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
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