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The Derby Public Schools shall ensure that each learner has the "skills and knowledge 
to be successful in a global sociecy. 

The Derby Public Schools shall prepare each learner with skills necessary to make 
positive lifestyle decisions and long-term contributions to society. 

The Derby Public Schools shall engage the community to become full partners in 
realizing the district mission and goals. 



DERBY PUBLIC SCHOOL SECURITY 
DIVISION OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

FIREARMS - STANDING ORDERS 

SUBJECT: WEAPONS, AMMUNITION AND TRAINING 

POLICY: 

It is the policy of the Derby Board of Education to require that School Security Officers carry an 
approved firearm, holster, and magazines on their person at all times while working in their 

official capacity on school grounds. 

PROCEDURE: FIREARMS, HOLSTER, AND AMMUNITION REQUIREMENTS 

School Security Officers on duty shall carry a personally owned firearm of their own selection, 
subject to the following requirements. 

• Must be a semi-automatic pistol from a reputable manufacturer (subject to BOE 
approval). 

• The action is limited to with a double-action only (DAO), double/single action (DASA), 
or "safe action" striker firing mechanism. Single-action only pistols are not authorized. 

• The trigger pull must be at least five (5) pounds set from the factory. 

• The caliber must be 9mm or larger with a barrel length of at least three (3) inches. The 

standard magazine capacity must be a minimum of seven (7) cartridges. 

• The pistol shall be carried fully loaded with a chambered cartridge. Pistols with an 
external hammer will be carried with the hammer in the down resting position. 

• Pistols must be maintained within manufacturer's specifications with no after factory 
alterations. It is the responsibility of the School Security Officer to preform periodic 
cleaning and maintenance on the firearm as recommended by the manufacturer. 

• Pistol and magazines will be loaded with approved factory made hollow point 
ammunition. 

• School Security Officers must carry their pistol in an exposed holster utilizing two 
retention mechanisms (Sarfariland rating Level III) and designated by the manufacturer 
for the specific pistol carried. 

• Armed Security Officers shall carry a minimum of two additional, fully loaded 
magazines, in carriers suitable for the duty belt. 

TRAINING: 

• School Security Officers shall receive annual training pursuant to section 7-294x C.G.S. 
and shall successfully complete annual firearms training provided by a certified :firearms 



instructor that meets or exceeds the standards of the Police Officer Standards and 
Training Council or 18 USC 926C. 

• All fireanns training will be conducted using an approved fireann, holster, and magazine 

sources. 

• School Security Officers who fail to attend mandatory training or fail to qualify may face 
revocation of the authorization to carry a fireann and may face termination. 
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DERBY SCHOOL SECURITY 

DIVISION OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

USE OF FORCE - STANDING ORDERS 

SUBJECT: USE OF FORCE 

POLICY: It is the policy of the Derby Board of Education that physical force may only be 
used in certain justifiable circumstances to assure the safety of the officer or a 
third party, to restrain a third party from injuring themselves or another, or when 
necessary to restrain or detain another during an investigation. 

While our ultimate objective in an encounter is to minimize injury to anyone, 
nothing in this policy requires a security office to actually sustain physical injury 
before applying reasonable force to the degree necessary. 

Each officer is expected to respond to all emergency situations decisively and 
with the highest level of good judgment and professional competence. 

Regardless of the nature of the situation or legal justification an officer must 
remember that his/her basic responsibility is to protect the public as well as 
themselves. 

A security officer will use all other means necessary before using force against 
another. 

In certain circumstances, the use of force will be required without the opportunity 
to use an alternate means of defense. 

PURPOSE: To establish policy and guidelines relating to the use of force including deadly 
force by School Security Officers. 

SUBJECT: USE OF FIREARMS AND DEADLY FORCE 

A Security officer may use firearms in circumstances that there is no other 
reasonable alternative available. 

Security officers are to be aware that they will not fire their weapons unless there 
is legal justification to cause the death or serious physical injury of another and 

the substantial threat of extreme danger is present and warrants the use of deadly 
force. The officer must have first-hand knowledge of the facts and circumstances 
as they currently exist. 
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A security officer will not fire his/her weapon unless due consideration is given to 
what is beyond the intended target and the potential risk to innocent persons. 

The use of deadly force is warranted when the intent is to stop a hostile and 
aggressive act whose continuation will likely result in the death or serious 
physical injury of the security officer or another person. Once the threat is 

eliminated, the decision to use deadly force must be reexamined. 

To stop a fleeing felon when the officer has personal knowledge that the person 
has used, or is about to use deadly force against another person or the security 

officer and if allowed to continue he/she will endanger additional lives. Property 
should always be considered secondary and should not influence the security 
officer's decision to use deadly force. 

Officers should not fire at a moving vehicle except as a last resort to protect life. 
The security officer must be aware that in general, handgun ammunition is 
incapable of stopping a moving vehicle. If the driver is struck, the vehicle may 
still continue, therefore the security officer should be prepared to take evasive 

action and reevaluate the situation. 

A security officer should not draw, point or display his/her firearm unless 
circumstances dictate that the necessity to protect life may be imminent or during 
firearms practice in a safe and secure environment or when securing his/her 

firearm to be stored. 

In any situation where force is used immediate medical assistance will be 

requested for all parties involved whenever necessary. 

All use of firearms and use of force incidents must meet the requirements stated in 
all Connecticut State Statutes and Federal Law. 

DISCHARGE OR DRAWING OF A FIREARM: 

Notification to the Derby Police Department shall be made as soon as practical 
after a firearms related incident. 

A security officer who draws or discharges his/her firearm for any reason other 

than' approved training or storage shall make notification and file a report to the 
Superintendent of Schools. Notification will also be made to the Principal or lead 
administration of the school and security supervisor. 
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INVESTIGATION AND REVIEW OF FIREARMS DISCHARGES: 

Investigation of all firearm discharges shall be conducted by the Derby Police 

Department according to their protocol and are subject to constraints set forth by 
Connecticut State Statutes, Federal Laws and Derby School Security. 

Security officers should be aware that their firearm may be confiscated by the police 

department as evidence. 

An internal review of the incident after the police report is complete, will be conducted 
by a representative of the Office of the Superintendent. 

Violation of rules of the Derby School Security system, Connecticut of federal law, may 

result in termination of employment and may subject the security officer to civil or 

criminal action. 

Security Officers shall be indemnified while acting as agents for the Derby School 
Security system and in the performance of their duty. 

Representation shall also be furnished by the Town of Derby and additional 

psychological counseling made available. 

USE OF FORCE OTHER THAN DEADLY FORCE: 

The use of force other than deadly force by a security officer is permitted but only under 
circumstances when necessary to protect themselves or a third party, and the use of other 
means were unsuccessful and physical force is deemed necessary by the security officer. 

The force used should not be greater than what is necessary and reasonable to prevent 
potential physical injury to themselves or a third party. 

Security officers should use their physical presence and verbal commands whenever 
feasible before using physical contact of any type. 

Security officers should not carry any other weapons unless approved by the 
Superintendent of Schools. 

All use of force incidents should be reported to the principal who will notify the 
Superintendent of Schools where the incident occurred as soon as practical. 

Emergency medical assistance should be requested in any incident where physical injury 
is evident. 
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DEFINITIONS: For the purpose of this policy, the following definitions will apply: 

Deadly Force is that degree of force which can be reasonable expected to cause death or 
serious physical injury 

Minimum Amount of Force is that degree of force that will permit officers to render the 

situation non-threatening, while still maintaining a high level of safety for themselves and 

others. 

Serious Physical Injury means physical injury which creates substantial risk of death, or 
which causes serious disfigurement, serious impairment of health or serious loss or 
impairment of the function of any bodily organ. 

Physical Injury means impairment of physical condition or pain. 

Reasonable Belief that which is sufficient to warrant a person of reasonable caution and 
prudence to believe that a situation exists. 

REFERENCES: 

Connecticut Statutes 

53-18 Use of reasonable physical force or deadly physical force general. 

53a-19 Use of physical force in defense of a person. 

53a-20 Use of physical force in defense of premises. 

53a-21 Use of physical force in defense of property. 

53a-22fUse of physical force in making an arrest of preventing escape. 

**Security Officers are obligated to observe all state and federal criminal and civil laws 
and restrictions set forth by the Derby Board of Education. 
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Sec. 53a-l8. Use of rcnsonnble physical force or dendly physical force gcoernlly. 
TI1e use of physical force upon another person which would otherwise constitute an 
offense is justifiable and not criminal under any of the following circumstances: 

(I) A parent, guardian or other person entrusted with the care and supervision of a 
minor or an incompetent person, except a person entrusted with the care and supervision 
of a minor for school purposes as described in subdivision (6) of this section, may use 
reasonable physical force upon such minor or incompetent person when and to the extent 
that he reasonably believes such to be necessary to maintain discipline or to promote the 
welfare of such minor or incompetent person. 

(2) An authorized official of a correctional institution or facility may, in order to 
maintain order nnd discipline, use such physical force as is reasonable and authorized by 
the rules and regulations of the Department of Correction. 

(3) A person responsible for the maintenance of order in a common carrier of 
passengers, or a person acting under his direction, may use reasonable physical force 
when and to the extent that he reasonably believes such to be necessary to maintain order, 
but he may use deadly physical force only when he reasonably believes such to be 
necessary to prevent death or serious physical injury. 

(4) A person acting under a reasonable belief that another person is about to ~ommit 
suicide or to intlict serious physical injury upon himself may use reasonable physical 
force upon such person to the extent that he reasonably believes such to be necessary to 
thwart such result. 

(5) A duly licensed physician or psychologist, or a person acting under his direction, 
may use reasonable physical force for the purpose of administering a recognized fonn of 
treatment which he reasonably believes to be adapted to promoting the physical or mental 
health of the patient, provided the treatment (A) is administered with the consent of the 
patient or, if the patient is a minor or an incompetent person, with the consent of his 
parent, guardian or other person entrusted with his care and supervision, or (B) is 
administered in an emergency when the physician or psychologist reasonably believes 
that no one competent to consent can be consulted and that a reasonable person, wishing 
to safeguard the welfare of the patient, would consent. 

( 6) A teacher or other person entrusted with the care and supervision of a minor for 
school purposes may use reasonable physical force upon such minor when and to the 
ex.tent he reasonably believes such to be necessary to (A) protect himself or others from 
immediate physical injury, (B) obtain possession of a dangerous instrument or controlled 
substance, as defined in subdivision (9) of section 21 a-240, upon or within the control of 
such minor, (C) protect property from physical damage or (0) restrain such minor or 
remove such minor to another area, to maintain order. 

(1969,P.A.8:?8.S.18; 1971,P .. \.871.S.4:P.A. 73-205.S . 6:P . A.X9-1~6.S. t.2: 
t> .. \. 1l0-43: P.A. 92-260. S. 3.) 



History: 1971 net spe~ifieJ that force ust:d in Subdivs. ti), (J ), (4) and (5} must be 
"reasonable'' physical force; P.A. 73-205 deleted language specifically forbidding use of 
"dcm.lly physical force" in Suhuiv. (l): P.A. 89-186 added new Subdiv. (6) re the use of 
reusonable physical force: by a teacher or other person entnisted with the cure and 
supervision ofn minor for school purposes and nmendeJ Sub<liv. ( l) accordingly; P.A. 
90-43 applied prl"lvisions of Subdiv. (5) to psychologists: P.A. 92-260 amended Subdivs. 
(I ), (3 ), ( 4) and { 6) to make technical change by replacing "it is necessary" with "such to 
be necessary". 

A defendant is cntitlcJ to u theory of c.lcfcnse insrmction m> a matter oflaw when 
\!Viucnc~ under this ~c..:tion is b~fon; jury. 178 C. 704. Cited. 204 C. :!..JO. Citcd.109 C. 
75. Cit~'tl. 134 C. 455. Cited. 142 C. 211. 

Cited. 8 CA 517; Id., 667. Cited. 23 CA 615. Cited. 14 CA l 95. Cited. 45 CA 390. 

Cited. 43 C'S 46. 

Subdiv. ( l ): 

Otfonse of risk ofinjury to a child under Sec. 53-21 (a)( I) is not logically inclmsistcnt 
with dt:tcnst: of parental justification. 294 C. 243. 

Cit~d. 20 CA 75. Examining plain lunguage ,,frisk of injury statute. Sec. 53-2 l{a)( I). 
unJ this SubJi v., providing for the justification J~fonst: of n:asonable pnrental <lisciplio~, 
thi:re is no a1lparent reason to bar applicution of Subc.liv. to a charge under Sc:c. 53· 
2l(a){I). 99 CA 713. 

Subdii:. (5): 

Cit1.-<l. 20 I C. 21 l. 

Sec. 5Ja-19. Use of physical force in defense of person. (a) Except as provided in 
subsections (b) and {c) of this section, a person is justified in using reasonable physical 
force upon another person to defend himself or a third person from what he reasonably 
believes to be the use or imminent use of physical force, and he may use such degree of 
force which he reasonably believes to be necessary for such purpose; except that deadly 
physical force may not be used unless the actor reasonably believes that such other 
person is ( l) using or about to use deadly physical force, or (2) inflicting or about to 
intlict great bodily harm. 

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a) of this section, a person is not 
justified in using deadly physical force upon another person if he or she knows that he or 
she can avoid the necessity of using such force with complete safety (1) by retreating, 
except that the actor shall not be required to retreat if he or she is in his or her dwelling, 
as defined in section 53a-IOO, or place of work and was not the initial aggressor, or if he 



or she is a peace officer, 11 special policeman appointed under section 29-1 Sb, or a motor 
vehicle inspector designated under section 14-8 and certified pursuant to section 7-294d, 
or a private person assisting such peace officer, special policeman or motor vehicle 
inspector at his or her direction, and acting pursuant to section 53a-22, or (2) by 
surrendering possession of property to 11 person asserting a clnim of right thereto, or (3) 
by complying with a demand that he or she abstain from performing an act which he or 
she is not obliged to perfonn. 

(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a) of this section, a person is not 
justified in using physical force when { 1) with intent to cause physical injury or death to 
another person, he provokes the use of physical force by such other person, or (2) he is 
the initial aggressor, except that his use of physical force upon another person under such 
circumstances is justifiable if he withdraws from the encounter and effectively 
communicates to such other person his intent to do so, but such other person 
notwithstanding continues or threatens the use of physical force, or (3) the physical force 
involved was the product of a combat by agreement not specifically authorized by law. 

(1969, P.A. 828. S. 19; 1971, P.A. 871. S. 5: P.A. 92-260. S. 4: P.A. 05-180. S. I: 
P.A. 06-196. S. 184; P.A. 08-l50, S. 49; P.A. IU-36, S. 15.) 

History: 1971 act specified that "reasonuble" physical force is justified in Subsec. (a): 
P.A. 92-260 made technical changes: P.A. 05-180 amended Subsec. (b) to include a 
special policeman appointed under Sec. 29-18b within the purview ofSubdiv. (l) and 
make tcchnicnl changes for the purpose of gender neutrality. P.A. 06-196 mndc u 
technical chunge in Subsec. (b)(l), effective June 7. 2006; P.A. 08-150 wnenc.led Subsec. 
(b) to incluJe Department of Motor Vehicles inspector appointeJ under Sec. 14-8 and 
certified pursuant to Sec. 7-294d within purview ofSubdiv. (l): P.A. 10-36 amended 
Subscc. (b) to replace "Department of Motor Vehicles inspector appointed" with "motor 
vehicle: inspector designuted" and make technical changes, eftective July 1. 20 l 0. 

C'itcu. 166 C. 226. A dcfomJunt is entitled ton theory of detensc instruction as n 
matter of law where evidence under this section is before jury. 178 C. 704. Cited. I 82 C. 
66. Duty tif retreat where uggl'cssur is co-uccupru1t of dwelling discussed. I SS C. 37:?. 
Cit1.-d. 1~8 C. 237; Id., 653 . Cited. 194 C. 376. Ciloo. 196 C. 519. Cited. 198 C. 454. 
Cited. llJ<J C. J83. Cited. 200 C'. 743. Citcd. 203 C. 466. Cited. 204 C. 240. C'itcd. 206 C. 
621. Cited. 207 C. 19 I. Cited. 209 C. J4: h.I., 75; Id., 322. Octcnnincd failure to in~tnict 
jury that dct'cn:,e of sclf-udcnse was al1plicuble tu lesser included oftcnse \Vils hannless 
error unJ reversed j udgmcnt u f appellate cuuLt in StcZU! 1·. I !all. l 7 CA 502. :? I J C'. 579. 
Cited. Id., 593. Cited. 21 lJ C. 295. Cited. 220 C. 602. Cited. 226 C. 9 l 7. Cited. 227 C. 
5 I 8. Cited. 228 C. JJ5: ld .• 851. Ci tee.I. 23 I C. 4~4. Cited. 231 C. 537. Cited. 233 C. l: 
IJ., 517. Citet.I. 234 C. 38 l. Citi:d. 235 C. 274. Cited. 242 C. 21 l. Subjective-objecthe 
Mst under section applic:s only to tldendunt: subjectivdy, defon<lant mu,:,t belic:ve 1hut the 
ui;t: of deadly force is necessary, and objcctivl;!ly, that belief must be rcason1.1blc. 264 C. 
723. 

Cikd. I C'.-\ 609. C'iccu. 5 CA 590. Cited. 7CA123; kl., 457. Cited.SCA 667. Cited. 



In CA 6-U. Cited. IJ CA 139. C'it!:d. 15 (';\ 34. Citl!J. 16 CA ~M. Cited. 17 CA 200: Id .. 
326: It.I., 502: judgmc:nt rcvcrs1..'<l, ~;ce 21 J C'. 579. Cited. 19 CA 576; Id .. 609. C'itcJ. ::w 
CA -UO. Ci red. 13 CA 28: [J., 615. Cit\!d. 24 CA 195; ltl., 541; hi., 586; hl., 624. Cited. 
25 CA ..J.56. Cited. 27 CA 49. Cited. 28 CA 469; fll., 83J;jmlgmcnt rev~rscu, ~c~ 2.21 C. 
5 l 8. Cit~d. 29 CA 26:!. Citcu. 30 CA '>5; judgment reversed, see 218 C. l47; Id .. 406: 
judgment rcver~c<l. see 228 C. 335. Cited.JI CA 58: fd., 140. Cited. 32 CA 687. Cited. 
33 CA 616; [J., iS2. Cited. 3..J CA 58:juJgment reversed. sec 23.:! C'. 537: kl.. 368: sec 
also 233 C. 517. Cited. J(i CA 506. Cited. 39 CA 563. Cited. 40 CA I 89; Id .. 805. Cited. 
41 CA 255; Id., 584. Cited. 42 CA 348. Cited. 43 CA 488. Citt:d. ~4 CA 62. C'itc:d. 45 CA 
31JO. Cited. 46 CA 216. Sufficiency o t"jury instmctions re duty to retreat discuss~ll. 48 
CA 755. StatLtte constmcd to apply to person who also is usually ludgcd in those 
premises at night. 54 CA 26. First person to usd physicnl force is not necessarily the 
initial aggressor. Initial aggressor is the person who ucts first in a munndr that creates 
n:asonabli;, belief in another person's min<l that physical force is about to be uscJ upl"lll 

that other person. lJ9 CA 736. 

Cice<l. 34 CS 612. Use of deadly force not justified when attack by assailants on third 
person hm.l stopped Llml assail;.mts were leaving. JS CS 570. CiteJ. 38 CS 619. Cited. 43 
cs .u>. 

Subst:c. (a): 

Cited. l S6 C. 65...J.. Cited. I ~7 C. 199. Cited. 225 C'. C) I 6. Not only must dctendant's 
belief in the type of thrc;.1t facing him have been reasonnblct but the ucgrcc of three used 
in l'e$ponsc must be evaluated for reasonableness us well. 256 C. 193. Under the 
subjective-c1bjective test, st.ite must disprove beyond n reasonable doubt that <lefomfont 
subjt..-ctivcly held an objectively rcusom1blc belief that use of deadly force was necessary 
to dcfom.J himsclfor others. 292 C. 656. 

Cited. 3 CA 289. Cited. 5 CA 338. CiteJ. 22 CA 521. Cited. 25 CA 456. CitcJ. 29 
CA 754. Cited. 31 CA 385. The subjective-objectivtJ inquiry into defendant's belief 
regarding the necessary uc~rrcc of force requires jury to make two separate nffimrntive 
Jctenninations in mu\!r for defondant's daim of sclf-ucfonsc to succceu. 68 CA l 9. In the 
case of self-di= tense. eyewitness testimony of prior ~pecific acts of violence perpetrated 
on dct<..•ndmtt by his or her victim are mhnissible to show defendant's ::.tnte of mind nt the 
time of the killing. Id .. :i:!S. State proved heyonu n reasonable doubt that the dcfom.lunt 
was notjustific<l in using dcm.lly physical furcc. 75 CA SO. Where a particular jury 
instl'Uction, whl!n ,-icw~d in isol.ition. could have been Clmslrued ilS dictating a purely 
objccti\c standard, it was held that the chnrgc as a whole. adequately instructc<l jury as to 
both the subjective .md objective <L'ip~cts of the test invulvt!d in a sclt~dcfcnl\c analysis. 
JJ., 500. rm1J COlll1 improperly ittl)lrllctct.Jjury on defcmJunt'S claim ofs~lt:dcfonse by 
rl!moving from its consi<lt!mtion thi= disputeu foi.:tual i l-SUd of whether defendant us~d 
nondcmlly fl1rcc in sclf-uefonse. New trial ordered. 97 C'A o7CJ. 

Subscc. (h}: 



Cited. I 86 C. lJ54. C'iti.:d. 22'> C'. 916, see nlso 35 CA 5'.!0. Dcfonda11t's knowledge of 
ability to retreat is meusured according to the subjt:ctivt: st:.uulanl 1.'lf dc!i:mlant's •tctual 
knowll!dgc. DetCndunt accl.L"icd of felony murder may not rely on n claim of sdt'.-dc:fonse. 
:!5-4 C. I l-M. Subdiv. (I) nllows stntc to rebut :;ctt:dcfonsc claim by showing that 
ddendant could have rl!trcatcJ safely before using J~a<lly force; it duds not folll'W thut 
ucfondunt is statutorily or constitutionally cntitk<l to ust: evidcnc~ of rctrcnt alier using 
deadly t\...,rcc to holster sclf·llefonsc duim without pcnnittingjury to consider other 
1wssible reasons for the tlight. 279 C. 4 l 4. Unlike the suhjcctiVl.l·objcctive test in Suh=-c\!. 
(n). tht! duty to retreat under 2003 revision imposes only u subjective rcquin:mcnt thut 
retreat in complete safety be uvailnble nml that defendant know of it. 292 C. 656. 

Subdiv. (I} cited. J l CA J85. Citeu. 34 CA 610. Cited. 40 CA 624. Cited. 43 CA 488. 
Cikd. 44 CA n:!. Retreat exception applies to u llwdling, nut to a superior right tu bl!ing 
uutsidc the dwdling. 47 CA 91. 

Subscc. (c): 

Subdiv. (2) cited. 2:! 1 C. 58. Subuiv. {J) cited. kl. Subdiv. (2): Pt:rson who first us~s 
physical force is not ncccssmily the initial aggressor under this scctilin. JuJgment of 
uppcllate court in Swre ~· . .limcne:, 30 CA 406, reversed. :!:!8 C. 335. There wus no 
o~casion for triul court to instruct the jury on initial aggressor doctrine unJer Subdi v. (2) 
when the state did not claim that det'Cndant was the initial uggressor. 246 C. 268. Subdiv. 
(:!): Lmguuge of Subdiv. is plain and unruubiguous •m<l provides that initial aggressor is 
justith .. '<.t in using physical force only if he withdraws and certain other conditions are 
satisfi\!d. an<l Subdiv. Jocs nut pl'Ovidt!, or suggest. that initial aggressor who uses 
noncleudly force is justified in using deadly three to repel victim's unlawful escalation of 
force to the deadly level. 29'.! C. 734. 

Sub<liv. (I): Provocation clt::1ntmt carries with it requirement thut actor act with 
~pecific intent tl'I clii.:it use of physical force by ~mother. 19 CA 609. Subdiv. (2) cited. lJ. 
Cited. 22 CA 521. Subdiv. (.:!)cited. J5 CA 699. Jury coulu have reasonably concluded 
from \!Vidcnce presented that defendant was not justified in using deadly force against the 
victim because he was th~ initiul uggressor. 75 CA 80. 

Cited. 41 CS 515. 

Sec. 53a-20. Use of physical for~e in defense of premises. A person in possession or 
control of premises, or a person who is licensed or privileged to be in or upon such 
premises, is justified in using reasonable physical force upon another person when and to 
the extent that he reasonably believes such to be necessary to prevent or terminate the 
commission or attempted commission of a criminal trespass by such other person in or 
upon such premises; but he may use deadly physical force under such circumstances only 
(I) in defense of a person as prescribed in section 53a-l 9, or (2) when he reasonably 
believes such to be necessary to prevent an attempt by the trespasser to commit arson or 
any crime of violence, or (3) to the extent that he reasonably believes such to be 
necessary to prevent or tenninate an unlawful entry by force into his dwelling as defined 



in section 53n-100, or place of work, and for the sole purpose of such prevention or 
termination. 

(1%9, P.A. 828. S. 20; ll>71, P.A. 871. S. (l: P.A. 73-63~>. S. 2: P.A. 91-260, S. 5.) 

History: 1971 act specified use of "reasonable" physical force: P.A. 73-639 allowed 
use of <len<lly physical tbrcc when necessary to prevent crim~ of violence and deleted 
l;.mguage allowing use of deadly physical force "not earlier in time" than necessary to 
prevent or terminate unlawful entry in dwelling or workplace by t'brce; P.A. 92-:!60 made 
tt:chnical changes by replacing "believes it is necessary" aml "believes it necessary" with 
"believes such to be necessary''. 

A defendant is cntitktl to a theory of Jefonse instmction us a matter of luw \\ hi:n 
evidence umler this section is before jury. 178 C. 704. Cited. l 99 C. 383. Cited. 203 C. 
466,. Cited. 204 C. :!40. Cited. 209 C. 75. Cited. 242 C.11 l. Dcfcm.lunt's due process 
right tu fair trial was violati .. >d when trial court failed to explicitly instmct jury that state 
bore burden of Jispruving <.lefendimt1s <lefonsc of premises theory. 294 C. 399. 

Cited. 2 CA b 17. Cited. 8 CA 66 7. Citc<l. '.:?3 CA 6 l S. Cit1..'<l. 24 CA 195. Cited. 45 
CA 390. 

Common-law right referred to~ unnecessary to d1.-cidc whether Sec. 53a-23 creates an 
exception. 34 CS 53 I. Cited. 43 CS -1-6. 

Sec. SJa-21. Use of physical force in defense of property. A person is justified in 
using reasonable physical force upon another person when and to the extent that he 
reasonably believes such to be necessary to prevent an attempt by such other person to 
commit larceny or criminal mischief involving property, or when and to the extent he 
reasonably believes such to be necessary to regain property which he reasonably believes 
to have been acquired by larceny within a reasonable time prior to the use of such force; 
but he may use deadly physical force under such circumstances only in defense of person 
as prescribed in section 53a-19. 

(I %9, P.A. 8:?8. S. 21; 197 I. P.A. 871. S. 7~ P.A. 92-260. S. 6.) 

!iistory: l 971 act sped tied use of "reasonable" physical force; P.A. 92-260 made 
technical changes by replacing "believes it necessary" with "believes suc:h to he 
necessary". 

A d\;tendant is entitled to u theory of detenc;e instmction us a matter of law\~ hen 
~vidcncc under this section is before jury. 178 C. 704. An act injurious to the physical 
\\.Cll-bdng llf a child is prnhihitcd: the statute is not unconstitutionally vugue. 192 C. J 7. 
l'itcJ. :?04 C. 2~0. Ci ted. 20<> C. 75. Cited. 226 C. 60l. 

Citcll. 2 CA 617. Ci ted. 8 CA 667. Cited. l6 CA .+55. Cited. I<) CA ~45. Cited. 23 
C'A 615. Cih .. 'l.I. 24 C .-\ 195. Cited. 29 CA :?83: juJg1m:nt rewrscd, see 22~ C. 795. Cited. 



31CA58. CitcJ. J2 CA 687. Cited. 3<lC.\ J68~ Sl.!C '1lsu ~JJ C. 517. l'itcJ. 45 CA 390. 
Privileg~ to enter another's home to retrieve goods do~s not c:i.;i~t when dcft!ndant 
vol unt:ui ly g,w..:: hi'i property to !he victim. I l 6 CA 112. 

Citt!d. 34 CS 612. 

Sec. 53a·22. Use of physical force in making arrest or preventing escape. (a) For 
purposes of this section, a reasonable belief that a person has committed an offense 
menns a reasonable belief in facts or circumstances which if true would in law constitute 
an offense. If the believed facts or circumstances would not in law constitute an offense, 
an erroneous though not unreasonable belief that the law is otherwise does not render 
justifiable the use of physical force to make nn arrest or to prevent an escape from 
custody. A peace officer, special policeman appointed under section 29-lSb, motor 
vehicle inspector designated under section 14-8 and certified pursuant to section 7·294d 
or authorized officinl of the Department of Correction or the Board of Pardons and 
Paroles who is effecting an arrest pursuant to a warrant or preventing an escape from 
custody is justified in using the physical force prescribed in subsections (b) and (c) of this 
section unless such warrant is invalid and is known by such officer to be invalid. 

(b) Except as provided in subsection (a} of this section, a peace officer, special 
policeman appointed under section 29-1 Sb, motor vehicle inspector designated under 
section 14-8 and certified pursuant to section 7-294d or authorized official of the 
Department of Correction or the Board of Pardons and Paroles is justified in using 
physical force upon another person when and to the extent that he or she reasonably 
believes such to be necessary to: ( l) Effect an arrest or prevent the escape from custody 
of a person whom he or she reasonably believes to have committed an offense, unless he 
or she knows that the arrest or custody is unauthorized; or (2) defend himself or herself or 
a third person from the use or imminent use of physical force while effecting or 
attempting to effect an arrest or while preventing or attempting to prevent an escape. 

(c) A peace officer, special policeman appointed under section 29-1 Sb, motor vehicle 
inspector designated under section 14-8 and certified pursuant to section 7·294d or 
authorized official of the Department of Correction or the Board of Pardons and Paroles 
is justified in using deadly physical force upon another person for the purposes specified 
in subsection (b) of this section only when he or she reasonably believes such to be 
necessary to: ( l) Defend himself or herself or a third person from the use or imminent use 
of deadly physical force; or (2) effect an arrest or prevent the escape from custody of a 
person whom he or she reasonably believes has committed or attempted to commit a 
felony which involved the infliction or threatened intliction of serious physical injury and 
it: where feasible, he or she has given warning of his or her intent to use deadly physical 
force. 

(d) Except as provided in subsection (e) of this section, a person who has been 
directed by a peace officer, special policeman appointed under section 29-1 Sb, motor 
vehicle inspector designated under section 14-8 and certified pursuant to section 7-294d 
or authorized official of the Department of Correction or the Board of Pardons and 



Paroles to assist such peace officer, special policeman, motor vehicle inspector or official 
to effect an arrest or to prevent an escape from custody is justi tied in using reasonable 
physical force when and to the extent that he or she reasonably believes such to be 
necessary to carry out such peace officer's, special policeman's, motor vehicle inspector's 
or official's direction. 

(e) A person who has been directed to assist a peace officer, special policeman 
appointed under section 29-1 Sb, motor vehicle inspector designated under section 14-8 
and certified pursuant to section 7-294d or authorized official of the Department of 
Correction or the Board of Pardons and Paroles under circumstances specified in 
subsection (d) of this section may use deadly physical force to effect an arrest or to 
prevent an escape from custody only when: (1) He or she reasonably believes such to be 
necessary to defend himself or herself or a third person from what he or she reasonably 
believes to be the use or inuninent use of deadly physical force; or (2) he or she is 
directed or authorized by such peace officer, special policeman, motor vehicle inspector 
or official to use deadly physical force, unless he or she knows that the peace officer, 
special policeman, motor vehicle inspector or official himself or herself is not authorized 
to use deadly physical force under the circumstances. 

( t) A private person acting on his or her own account is justified in using reasonable 
physical force upon another person when and to the extent that he or she reasonably 
believes such to be necessary to effect an arrest or to prevent the escape from custody of 
an arrested person whom he or she reasonably believes to have committed an offense and 
who in fuct has committed such offense; but he or she is not justified in using deadly 
physical force in such circumstances, except in defense of person as prescribed in section 
53a-19. 

(l%9, P.A. 828, S. 23: 1971, P.A. 826: 871. S. 8: P.A. 86-231; 86-403. S. 87. 132; 
P.A. 92-:!60, S. 7; May Sp. Sess. P.A. 94-6, S. 23, 28; P.A. 04-257, S. 111.J: P.A. 05-108. 
S. 6: 05-180, S. 2; P.A. 08-150, S. 50: P.A. l0-36. S. 16.) 

History: 1971 acts npplicd provisions ofSubsecs. (a) to (t) to authorized otlicials of 
depurtmt!nt of correction and specified nuthurity to use physh;al force to prevent escape 
from custlldy in Subsec. (a) and deleted former Subsec. tg} which hatl allowed peace 
officers employed in correctional facilities to use force to prevent a prisoner's escape and 
specified use of "reasonable" physical force; P.A. 86-231 runende<l Subscc. (c)(2) to a<ld 
provision that the telony involve the intliction or threaten~ intliction of serious physical 
injury and that the officer or official i:,rive a warning if feasible of his intent to use deadly 
physical force; P.A. 86-403 made technical change in Subscc. (b): P.A. 9:!-260 made 
technical changes by replacing "believes it necessary", "believes that such is necessary" 
untl "believes it is necessary" with "belic!ves such to be necessary"; May Sp. Sess. P.A. 
94-6 amended Subsecs. {n) to (e). inclusive, to aJd aud1ori2ed otlicials of the Board of 
Parole. effective July 1, 1994: P.A. 04-257 amended Subsecs. (a) to (c), inclusive. to 
delete rcforcnccs to an authorized official of the Bonrtl of Parole. effective June 14, 2004: 
P.A. 05-108 amended Subsecs. (a) to (eJ. inclusive, to restore references to an authorizc:<l 
ortkial of the Board of Panions and Paroles. eftective June 7, :!005: P.A. 05-180 



umen<lcu Subsel!s. (a) to (c), inclusive. tu include 11 spt:cial policeman appointed under 
Sec. 29-1 Sb within the purview of said Subsecs. unJ mi.le.le technh~al changc::s for the 
purpose of genJcr neutrality throughout; P.A. 08-150 amended Subsecs. (n) to (e) to 
indudc Department of Motor Vehicles inspector ap1>ointcd under Sec. 14-8 nnd ccrtificu 
pursmlllt to Sec. 7-294d within pmv-iew of said Subsccs.; P.A. 10-36 umendc<l Subsecs. 
(u) to (e) to replace "Deparhnent of Motor V~hicles inspector appointed" with "motor 
vehicle inspector designated" and make technical changes, effoctivc July l, 20 l 0. 

See Sec. 53a-13 re unjustified use of t'brce to resist arrc:=st. 

A de fondant is entitled to a theory of defense instruction us a mutter of law when 
cvillcnc~ under this section is before jury. 178 C. 704. Cited. 204 C. 240. Cited. 209 C. 
75. 

Cited. ~ CA 667. Cited. :!J CA 615. Cited. 24 CA 195. CitL'Cl. 45 CA 390. 

Cited. 43 CS -i6. 

Subscc. Ct): 

Dm:s not require p~rson making the urrest to have been prc:=scnt at the time the fduny 
wus cmnmiucll for defense of citilcn's um.-:;t to apply. 63 CA 228. 

Defendant's tiring of waming shot nt th!cing ussaihmts constituteu use llf dcmlly force 
proscrih\!d by statute. To pennit persons to tire wurning shots would frustrme purpos~ of 
.;tatute to limit use of &runs to t:anergt:ncy situations to pmtl!Ct persons t'rom 1.lcuth or great 
bodily harm. JS CS 57r.t. Cited. 39 CS 392. 

(Return to 
Chapter Table of 

Contents) 

(Return to tRetum to 
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Sec. 53a-?3. Use of physical force to resist arrest not justified. A person is not 
justified in using physical force to resist an arrest by a reasonably identifiable peace 
officer, special policeman appointed under section 29-1 Sb or motor vehicle inspector 
designated under section 14-8 and certified pursuant to section 7-294d, whether such 
arrest is legal or illegal. 

t 1969. P.A. 828, S. :!2; 1971. P.A. 871, S. 9; P.A. 05-180, S. J; P.A. 08-150, S. 51; 
P.A. l 0-36. S. 17.'l 

History: 1971 act deleted definition of peace officer. but see Sec. 53n-3; P.A. 05-1 SO 
included a special policeman appointed under Sec. 29-l8b within purview of section; 
P.A. 08-150 inclutlcd Dcpa11ment of Motor Vehicles inspector appointed under Sec. 14-8 
amJ ctirtified pursuant to Sec. 7-294d within 1>urview of section; P.A. 10-36 replaced 
"Deportment of Motor Vehicles inspector nppuintt!d" with "motor vehicle inspectlll· 



designated" and made technicul changes, effective: July I. 20 I 0. 

Cited. 170 C'. 1}l). A dcti.:mhmt is cntitkd to a theory of <ldi.:nsc inslruclion •ls•• matter 
ofh1w when l!Vidcncl.l un<lcr this i;cction is before jury. 178 C. 704. Cited. 191C.4JJ. 
Cited. 204 C. 240. Cited. 209 C'. 75. Citc<l. :?2 L C. 788. Triul ..:ou11's instructions 
pcrtilining tu statute virtually climinulcd state's burden of proving that the pl1licc otlict:rs 
were acting in the performance of their duties tmd had effect of depriving <lcfomtunt of a 
dcfonse to the charges against him. in violution of his due process 1ig.hts. 261 C. 553. 

Cited. 1 CA 709. Cited. 5 CA 616. Cited. 8 CA 153; ld .. 667. Cited. 21CA326. 
Citl't.l. 23 CA 6 t 5. Cited . .!4 CA l 95: Id., 473; judgment rcvcrst!ll in part, see .!21 C. 788. 
Cited . .!7 CA 49. Cited. 40 CA 601. Cited. 45 CA 390. Under this section, illegality llf an 
an·est is not a <lefense to chiuges under. Sec. 53a- I 67c. Statut~ was intended tn require an 
~uTestee to submit to an arrest, t:ven though he believc!s, and may ultimately establish, thut 
the a1Tcst wo.s without probable cause or was otherwise unlawfi.11. lt was not intended tl., 
require un arrestee to submit to t:~'fcgiuusly unlawful conduct-such as un unprovoktlt.1 
<ls:mult·by the police in the course of w1 t11Tcst, wheth~r the urrcst wus h:gul or illi:g:il. 79 
CA667. 

s~ction restricts common-law right to resist illegal arrest: not npplicablc to 
prosecution under Sec. 53a- l 67u: unnec~ssury to dcciuc! whc:ther this section crt:utes 
t:xccption to Sec. 53n-20 or commun-la.w light to defon<l premises. 34 CS 531. Cited. 38 
CS 364: Id., 400. 

(Return to 
Chapter Table of Contents) 

Sec. SJ::a-3. Definitions. Except where different meanings are expressly specified, the 
following tenns have the following meanings when used in this title: 

(1) "Person" means a human being, an~ where appropriate, a public or private 
corporation, a limited liability company, an unincorporated association, a partnership, a 
govenunent or a governmental instrumentality; 

(2) "Possess" means to have physical possession or otherwise to exercise dominion or 
control over tangible property; 

(3) "Physical injury" means impainnent of physical condition or pain; 

(4) 11Serious physical injury" means physical injury which creates a substantial risk of 
death, or which causes serious disfigurement, serious impainnent of health or serious loss 
or impainnent of the function of any bodily organ; 

(5) "Deadly physical force" means physical force which can be reasonably expected 
to cause death or serious physical injury; 



(6) "Deadly wenpon" means any weapon, whether loaded or unloaded. from which a 
shot may be discharged, or a switchblade knife, gravity knife, billy, blackjack, bludgeon. 
or metal knuckles. The definition of "deadly weapon" in this subdivision shall be deemed 
not to apply to section 29-38 or 53-206; 

(7) "Dangerous instrument" means any instrument, article or substance which, under 
the circumstances in which it is used or attempted or threatened to be used, is capable of 
causing death or serious physical injury, and includes a "vehicle" as that tenn is defined 
in this section and includes a dog that hos been commanded to attack, except a dog 
owned by a law enforcement agency of the state or any political subdivision thereof or of 
the federal government when such dog is in the performance of its duties under the direct 
supervision, cnre and control of an assigned law enforcement officer; 

(8) "Vehicle" means a "motor vehicle" as defined in section 14-1, a snowmobile, any 
aircraft:, or any vessel equipped for propulsion by mechanical means or sail; 

(9) "Peace officer" means a member of the Division of State Police within the 
Department of Public Safety or an organized local police department, a chief inspector or 
inspector in the Division of Criminal Justice, a state marshal while exercising authority 
granted under any provision of the general statutes, a judicial marshal in the perfonnance 
of the duties of a judicial marshal, a conservation officer or special conservation officer, 
as defined in section 26-5, a constable who perfonns criminal law enforcement duties, a 
special policeman appointed under section 29-18, 29-1 Sa or 29-19, an adult probation 
officer, an official of the Department of Correction authorized by the Commissioner of 
Correction to make arrests in a correctional institution or facility, any investigator in the 
investigations unit of the office of the State Treasurer or any special agent of the federal 
government authorized to enforce the provisions of Title 21 of the United States Code; 

( l 0) 11Firefighter'' means any agent of a municipality whose duty it is to protect life 
and property therein as a member of a duly constituted fire department whether 
professional or volunteer, 

(11) A person acts "intentionally" with respect to a result or to conduct described by a 
statute defining an offense when his conscious objective is to cause such result or to 
engage in such conduct; 

( 12) A person acts "knowingly" with respect to conduct or to a circumstance 
described by a statute defining an offense when he is aware that his conduct is of such 
nature or that such circumstance exists; 

(I 3) A person acts "recklessly" with respect to a result or to a circumstance described 
by a statute defining an offense when he is aware of and consciously disregards a 
substantial and unjustifiable risk that such result will occur or that such circumstance 
exists. The risk must be of such nature and degree that disregarding it constitutes a gross 
deviation from the standard of conduct that a reasonable person would observe in the 



situation; 

( 14) A person acts with "criminal negligence" with respect to a result or to a 
circumstance described by a statute defining lll1 offense when he fails to perceive a 
substantial and unjustifiable risk that such result will occur or that such circumstance 
exists. The risk must be of such nature and degree that the failure to perceive it 
constitutes a gross deviation from the standard of care that a reasonable person would 
observe in the situation; 

( 15) "Machine gun" means a weapon of any description, irrespective of size, by 
whatever name known, loaded or unloaded, from which a number of shots or bullets may 
be rapidly or automatically discharged from a magazine with one continuous pull of the 
trigger and includes a submachine gun; 

( 16) "Rit1e" means a weapon designed or redesigned, made or remade, and intended 
to be fired from the shoulder and designed or redesigned and made or remade to use the 
energy of the explosive in a fixed metallic cartridge to fire only a single projectile 
through a rifled bore for each single pull of the trigger; 

( l 7) "Shotgun" means a weapon designed or redesigned, made or remade, and 
intended to be fired from the shoulder and designed or redesigned and made or remade to 
use the energy of the explosive in a fixed shotgun shell to fire through a smooth bore 
either a number of ball shot or a single projectile for each single pull of the trigger; 

(18) "Pistol" or "revolver" means any firearm having a barrel less than twelve inches; 

(19) "Firearm" means any sawed-off shotgun, machine gun, ritle, shotgun, pistol, 
revolver or other weapon, whether loaded or unloaded from which a shot may be 
discharged; 

(20) "Electronic detense weapon" means a weapon which by electronic impulse or 
current is capable of immobilizing a person temporarily, but is not capable of intlicting 
death or serious physical injury, including a stun gun or other conductive energy device; 

(21) "Martial arts weapon" means a nunchaku, kama, kasari-fundo, octagon sai, tonfa 
or chinese star; 

(22) "Employee of an emergency medical service organization" means an ambulance 
driver, emergency medical technician or paramedic as defined in section l 9a-175; 

(23) "Railroad property" means all tangible property owned, leased or operated by a 
railroad earner including, but not limited to, a right-of.way, track, roadbed, bridge, yard, 
shop, station, tunnel, viaduct, trestle, depot, warehouse, terminal or any other structure or 
appurtenance or equipment owned, leased or used in the operation of a railroad carrier 
including a train, locomotive, engine, railroad car, signals or ~afety device or work 
equipment or rolling stock. 



( \969, P.A. 8:!8. S. 3: 1971, P.A. 871. S. l: 1972. P.A. 188, S. J; P.A. 73-295; 73-
hJ1>, S. I: P.A. 74- I 80: 7-l-186, S. 8, 129: P.A. 75-283; 75-380. S. I; P.A. 76-111. S. tJ: 
P.A. 77-604, S. 38, 84; 77-61-l. S. 4~6. 610; P.A. 80-308: S0-394, S. 8, lJ; P.A. 85-602, 
S. J, -k P.A. ~<1-280. S. ::!: SG-287. S. 2: P.A. 90-157. S. I; P.A. 9 l-171. S. l: Muy 25 Sp. 
St:ss. P.A. 94-1. S. 98. 130; P.A. 95-79. S. 18.2, 189; 95-'2.77, S. 13, J(J; P.A. <J6-243, S. 7. 
16; P.A. 00-99, S. 5. 154; 00-149. S. I: P.A. 01-84, S. 9, ~6; P.A. 02-132, S. 29; P.A. 07-
123, s. 6.) 

History: l 97 l ui:t includal snowmobiles in definition of "vehicle" and added 
definitions of "peace officcr11 and 11fireman"; t 972 act redefined "pence officer11 to include 
special policemen uppointcd under Sec. 29-18: P.A. 73-295 aducd reference to special 
policemen appointet.l under Sec. 29-1 Su in detinitiun of "peace otlicer"; P.A. 73-639 
speci flee.I thut weapons "whether loaded or unloaded" are deru.lly weapons; r .A. 7 4-180 
runcnded definition of "deadly weapon" to specify its inapplicability to Secs. 29-38 and 
53-206; P.A. 74-186 replaced county detectives wi rh detectives in division of criminal 
justice in t.h:finition of "peacd officer", county government having been ubolished; P.A. 
75-283 included special policemen appointed under Sec. 29-19 in definition of "peace 
officer"; P.A. 75-380 added Subdh s. ( l5) to ( l 9) defining "machine 61\m", "ritle", 
"shot{,JUn". "pistol" or "revolver" and "tireann"; P.A. 76-111 substituted chief inspectors 
and inspectors tbr detectives in definition of "peace officer"; P.A. 77-604 made technical 
grammatical correction in Subuiv. (9): P.A. 77-614 made state police department a 
division within the department of public safoty, effective January l. l 979, amending 
Subdiv. (9) accordingly; P.A. 80-308 included adult probation otlkcrs appointed under 
Sec. 54-104 in uefinition of "peace officer"; P.A. 80-394 included special deputy sheriffa 
in definition of "peai:e officer": P.A. 85-602 redefined "pence officer" to include 
investigators in the investigations unit of the state treasurer's office; P.A. 86-280 defined 
"martial arts wcnpon"; P.A. 86-287 reiterated definition of "martini ai1s weapon" and 
defined "electronic detense weapon"; P.A. 90-157 added Subdiv. (22) defining 
"employee of an emergency medical service organization"; P.A. 91-171 incluclecl special 
agents of the fcdcrnl government authorized to enforce the provisions of Title 21 of the 
United States Code in definition l'>f "peacc officer": Mny 25 Sp. Sess. P.A. 94-1 nmemle<l 
Subdiv. (9) by making technical change, effective July l. 1994; P.A. 95-79 redefined 
''person" to include n limite<l lhtbility company. effective May 31, 1995: P.A. 95-277 
redefined "11cacc officer", to include investigators in the oftice of the State Treasurer 
rather thun Workers' Compensation Commission investigators, effective June 29. l 995; 
r .A. 96-243 rummdt:d Subdiv. (7) to include certain dogs in the definition of 1'dangerous 
instrument", effective June 6. 1996; P.A. 00-99 amended Subdiv. (9) by deleting 
reference to sheri n: deputy sheriff and specinl deputy sheriff and adding provision re 
state marslud exercising statutory uuthority and judicial marshnl in pcrfonnance of duties, 
dfective December I. 2000; P.A. 00-149 mlded Sub<liv. (23) <letining "rnilroa<l 
property"; P.A. 01-84 amended Sub<liv. (10) to replace "Fireman'' with 1'Firetighter11

, 

effective July I, 2001; P.A. 02-132 amended Subdiv. (9) by deleting provision re 
appointment under Sec. 54-104; P.A. 07-123 rcdctined "t:lectronic dcfonsc weapon" in 
Subdiv. (20) to include 11u stun gun or other conductive energy device". 



Cm1rt cnrrcctly charged jury on dctinition of tlangcrous instnimcnt. 173 C'. 91 . 
Suhuiv. ("\) compm·cd to Suhdiv. (4) . 175 C. 204. CitcJ. 182 C. 501. Cite&.!. Jt)7 C. 57-t 
Citi.:d. 201 C. 505. CiLed. 211 C. 258. Olfonsc of carrying a Jungcrous wcaplm is nut 
C\1nstitutionally ovcrbrmu.1 in violatillll of the tirst and ti..1u11centh umcnthncnts to the 
United State:; Constitution. 287 C. 237. Dcfom..lant's thrcalened use of a table leg to inllict 
serious bodily i1tjury against \lictim, in lhc event that victim conLinucd to bother him. 
cl1nslitutcs a violation of this scctil1n and Sec .. 53-206 if the thrcut is found to be a lruc 
threat not protected hy the tir~t amendment to the United States Constitution. Id . 
Evidt.!nc~ re use of pc:pper sprny causing temporary blindness, chemical conjunctivicis and 
chc::mfoal bums constituted sul1icient i;:vi<lence of "s~riou.s physical injury" and 
'\lang.~rous instmmcnt" under section. 2CJ2 C. 533. 

Citc..-d.9CA686.Citl.!u. ll C.\665.Citcu. l:!C'A 221.Cikd. l4CA Ill. Earli~rjury 
instructilln in curlier rclatt:d case <lctining nss1.rnlt us the reducc..'<.l ability tu act ns ont! 
would have otherwise uctcd did not prejudice jury. 7 I CA 190. 

Subdiv. cl): 

"Human being" construed for purpllSes of murder statute in accon.h.mcc with long­
~tanding common-law principle th,11 the km1 includt:s a fetus thut has hccn horn alive. 
2% c. (>::?.:!. 

C'itc<l. 17 C' A 326. Cited. 25 CA 586; judgment reversed. sec 223 C. 492. 

Cited. 40 CS 498. 

Sub<liv. (2): 

Cilt:c.l. 12 CA 225. Cikd. 14 C'.-\ 67. 

Subdiv. (3): 

CitcLI. 171 C. 276. Cited. l 97 C. 602. 

Cited. 3 CA 353. Cited. 5 CA 61::?.. Cited. 10 CA 330. Cited. 14 CA 586. Cited. 17 
C:\ .22(1: Ju .. 391. Cih:d. 26 CA 641. Cited. 28 CA SSl:ju<lgmcnt reversed. see 2.26 C. 
601: lJ., 612. Cited. 37 CA 733. Cited. 4l C\ 255: ld .. 565. Cit.:u. 43 C.\ 76. Cited . .:;.5 
CA 591. 

Cited. 39 CS 494. C'it~LI. 43 CS 46. 

~ubdiv. (4J: 

CitcJ. 172 C. 275. Cited. I 7:- C. JSCJ . Cited. 174 ( '. 604. Cited. I :i I C. ~06 . Cited. 
I f-!2 C. M. Citcu. 186 C. 654. Cited. I ~q C. 303. Cited. 197 C. 602. Citl:<l. 202 C. 463. 
Cited. 1 l l C. 441. Cited. 2 lJ C. 5CJJ . Citl!d. 225 C. 450. Cited. 23 l C. 115. CiLcJ. :!37 C. 



Citc::d. 5 CA 590: Id .. 612. Cited. 6 CA M7. Cited. 8 CA -1-96. Cited. 10 CA JJO: Id .• 
4(>2. Cited. 11 CA 499. Cited. 14 CA 657. Cited. 1 :5 CA 531 . Cit~d. I 6 CA 346. Citc<l. 17 
CA 2:!6. Cited. 19 CA 654: Id., 674. Cih:d. 21 CA 6~8. Cited. ~J CA Sf>:!. Cicl!d. 25 CA 
73-4. Cited. 26 CA 6-t.l . Cited. 28 CASI: Ill., 402: Id., 58 l: judgment revt:rscd. St.>e 2:!6 C. 
601; Ill., 612. Citctl. 29 CA 67l). Cited. 30 CA 2J2. Cited. JJ CA 78:!. CitcJ. J.+ CA 261. 
Cited. 38 CA 20. Cited. 39 CA 18;judgmcnt rcvcrsc<l, see 237 C. 748. Citt.-d. 41 CA 565. 
Cited. 42 CA 307. Cit~d. 45 CA 270: Id .. 59 I. "Disfigurement" defined us tlmt which 
impuirs or injures bl!nuty, symml!try or uppearance ofa pt:rson or which renders 
unsightly, misshapen or imperfect or defonns in some manner. 82 CA 684. Victim's 
testimony and mc<lical records re injury that rct1uirr.:d surgical treatment. lctt victim with 
imp<1i11nl!nt to tht: use of her dominunt hand and let\ victim's hunc.l visibly scum:d was 
sufticient to estublish proof of serious physical injury. 116 CA 196. Thcjury reasonably 
could have concludc<l that scars constituted serious physil::al injury because they 
negatively affected the appcurance of skin on fai.:c on<l ubdomen. 118 CA 831. 

Cited. J9 CS .+94. 

Suhdiv. ( 5 ): 

Citell. 186 C. 654. Citt.>tl. 188 C. 653. Cited. 213 C. 5q3, 

Cited. 8 CA 667. Cited. 16 CA 346. Cited. 25 CA 734. Cited. JO CA 406; judgment 
reversed, sec 128 C. 335. Citt:d 31 CA 58. 

Cited. 35 CS 570. 

SubJiv. (6): 

Cited. 169 C. 683. Cited. 171C.277. Cited. 175 C. 569. Cited. 177 C. 379. Cited. 
I 79 C. 576. Cited. 182 C. 262; Id .. 533. Cited. 185 C. 473. Citc<l. 189 C. 268. Cit~d. l l>O 
C. 822. C'itt!ll. 195 C. 567; hL, 65 l; Id., 668. Ci tee.I. 197 l'. 507. Citc<l. 203 C. 506. If a 
wt:apon from which a shot may be dischurged is dt:Si!,'Tled for violence ;,mu is capable llf 

inflicting death or serious physical injury.iris n deudly wcupon regardless of whether the 
shot is uischargc<l by gunpowJt:r. 27~ c. 113. 

Cited. 7 CA 445. Cited. 19 c A 111; judgment fC\"l!fSCd, see 215 c. 538. Cited. 21 r A 
299. Cited. 25 CA 104. Cited. 29 CA 679. Cited. JI CA 614. Cited. 3J CA 468. Cited. 39 
CA 579. Cited. 45 CA 591. Triul comt did not in\'atlc jury's fact~tinding province when it 
11.Jll!d as a m:itter oflmv that BB gun in evidence \\as a dca<lly weapon under Subdiv. in 
this cnse. 110 CA 263. 

~uhdiv. (7): 

Cited. I 69 C'. 683. Cilt."C.I. 171 C. 277. Tire iron used tll break into apartment is nor a 



0 d.mgcwus instrument per sc. Potcntiul for injury ~onsidcrcJ only in conjunction with 
circumstances of actual llr thrcat\!nl!d ust!. 177 C. 140. CitcJ. 182 C. 533. Cited. fl)() C. 
8.22. C'ih!ll. l l)5 C'. 668. Cit~d. 20:! C. 629. Cited. 21 ~ C'. -tl.:!. 

Cit1.'(\. 5 C A-10. Cited. 6 CA 667. Citt!d. 7 CA 27: hl .• 445. Cited. lO CA 330. Cited. 
I~ CA 536; Id .. 657. Cited. 15 CA 586. Cited. 17 CA 2~6. Cited. 21 CA 299. C'ikd. 25 
CA 171 . Cited. 28 CA 612. Cited. 19 CA 26:!; Id .. 679. Cited. 33 CA 468. Cited. 38 CA 
868. Cited. 45 C.-\ :no. Jury reasonably coulll haw fouml that llcfoml:.mt's "foct und 
footwear" wdrc n "uungerous instm1m:nt11 in the munncr in which they wen: used because 
of Jefondunt's abovc nvt!rugc siLe. the age un<l <lelh::nte health of the eldt:rly victim. the 
\;Ontinunl kicking 1,,1f such victim in the urea of several vital organs and the force of the 
kicks which \Vns intensified by the weight of the footwear. 74 CA 545. Dang.emus 
instnummt us c.J~tined in Subst:c. is "nny instnuncnt, articl~ or substance whid1, umlcr the: 
circumst~mces in which it is used ... or threatened to be USl!d. is capable of causing death 
or sc1fous physical injury". 81 CA 367. Evidence was :mfticicnt to prove thnt u knife or 
similar instrument wus used thcn:by constituting a <langcrou." instrument. 98 C'A I J. 

Cited. JCJ CS 494. 

Subdiv. (9): 

Citc<l. 23 l C'. 545. 

Cited. 37 CA J38. 

Subdiv. (I<)): 

Ci tcu crroncou:,ly us Sec. 53a-2( I 0). 226 C. 514. 

Subdiv. 111): 

Cited. 171 C. 271. Cited. 178 C. 448. Cited. 180 C. 382. C'itc<l. l 82 C. 449. Cited. 
184C. 121. Cited. 186 C. 414; lJ., 555; Id., 574; ld., 654. Citcc.J. 1~8 C. 515. Cited. 189 
C.3XJ.Cited. l'JOC.219.Cited. l94C.258:1<l.,376.Cited. ll)5C. l66.Cited. l98C. 
92. Cited. l 9Q C. I. Cited. 201 C. 489. Cited. 20:! C. 510: fJ., 629. Cited. 204 C. t. Citcu. 
209 C. 290. Cited. 214 <.'. 77. Cited. 216 C. 585. Cited. 219 C. 16: Id., J63; Id., 489. 
Cited. 220 C. :?SS. Citt:d. 223 C. 595; Id., 674. Citc<l. 225 C. 55: Id .• 114. Cited. 227 C. 
456. Cited. 128 C. 62: IJ., l 18: Id., 28 l. Cited. 2:::!9 C. 328. Cited. 23 l C. 115. Cited. 233 
C. 215. Cited. :?.35 C. 274; Id .• 477. Cited. 236 C. 139. Cited. 237 C. 748. Citt .. '(l. 238 C. , . ., 
_;).), 

\i tetl. 5 CA 599. Ci lt:<l. 7 C :\ 180. Citt!d. 9 CA l l 1: l<l .• J73. Citc:c.l. I I CA 24. Cited. 
16 CA 455. Cited. 19 CA 674. Cited. 24 CA 598. CitcJ. 27 CA I 03. Cited. 28 C'A 81. 
Cited. 34- CA 223. Cited. 35 CA 51. Cited. 36 CA 417. Citl!d. 39 CA I 8:jw.lgmcnt 
rcvcr>c:u. st:e 23 7 C. 748. CiLl!d. 40 CA 643. Cited. 41 CA J6 l. Citt.:d. 45 CA 297. 
Provision dealing with intent to engage in proscribt!d conuu<.:t j!; irrelevant tu a murder 



prosecution purswmt to Sec. 5J,1-54a. 48 CA 6 77. Mcuning of acting "int\.:ntionally". 51 
t'A J-l5. Pl't'lion of the dctinitilm uf''inlc:nt" rdating to intent lo engage in pro.;crihcd 
~onduct is not r~k,.ant to ch.trgc of assault in the scconJ ll~grcc. 70 CA 855. State 
:.utfo.:icntly provct.l dcfomfant had conscious nhjcctivc tn causc victim's focc to be: scarred 
'"here ddenJunt hutted ,·ictim's titcc with his hl!u<l. bit her face, stntck her on the ht:uu 
with a huirurycr. kickcJ her anc.l :.Utcmph:d to c:hokc her. resulting in scnrs to "ictim's 
face. 74 CA 6JJ. Although court improperly instructed jury on entire definition re 
attempted murder un<l kidnapping charge, it properly instructed thnt jul'y had t<l find that 
ucfon<lant intended tu cause thc death of another or intent.Jell to ahduct anu restrain 
another. 97 CA 837. Detinition ~mbracc:s both specific intent to cause u result nnd gcm:rnl 
intent to cngngt! in proscribed conduct, i.lnd it is improper for court to refer in ifs 
instniction to entire detinitionul latt!:,'l.lagc, induding the intent to engage in conuuct, 
wh~n the charge rdates to u ~rimt: requiring only the intent to cuusc u specific result. 99 
CA 130. Although court instruct~d jury rcgunling intent by using the full statutory 
definition including portion relating to general intt!nt crimes. it was not reasonably 
possible that jury was misl~d by court's instru~tions becausL! court gave numemus pwpcr 
instrnctions regarding proper intent rc:quircd for crime of uttr.:mpt to commit assault 111 th!! 
first degree. I 07 CA 5 t 7. 

Suhdiv. ( 12): 

Cited. 182 C. 449. Cit\.."\I. 203 C. 682. Citcd. 223 C. 595. Cite<l. 235 C. 477. 

Cited. 5 CA 599. Citt.'t.L 11 CA 24. Cited. l 3 CA 2~8. Cited. I b CA 455. Cited. 40 
CA643. 

Subdiv. (13): 

Cited. 171 C'. 271. CitcJ. 180 C. 382. C'itctl. 182 C. 66; IJ., 449. CitL!d. 184 C. 400. 
Cited. l 85 C. 63. Cit~d. I S6 C. 265. Cited. 187 C. 6. Cited. 193 C'. 632. Citt:d. 195 C. 
:?32. Cited. 11)8 C. 92; Id .. 454. C'itc<l. I lJ9 C. I. Citc<l. 202 C. 629. Cited. :? 12 C. 593. 
Cited. 213 C. 579. Citt.'<l. 214 C. 57. Cited. :?16 C. 585. Citcu. 219 C. 16. Cited. 222 c. 
4-+4. Cited. 225 C. 55. Citt:<.1. 226 C. :?O. Cited. :?28 C. 1-H. CitcJ. :?3 l C. 115. CitcJ. 233 
C.IH. 

Citcu. 5 CA 40~ Id .. 571. Citctl. 7 CA ISO. Cited. 11CA2·~; lJ., i7J. Cited. 17 CA 
502; jut.lgml:.lnt reversed. see 213 C. 57CJ. Cited. l 9 CA 674. Citcu. 26 CA 3.3 l; It.I., 448. 
Cited. '27 CA 73; Id .. 322. Cilcd. JO CA 95:judgment rc\'erscc.l, ~t:c228 C. 147. Cit<.'<l. J4 
CA 807. Cited. 35 CA 5l. Cited. 41 CA .BJ. 

Statutl! upplics <1n objt!cth c yun.lstick to measure the nature and degree llf the risk and 
n ~uh_iei:.:ti\ e yard~tick to mc:asurn thl! tll!l'cndant's mvureness of th~ ri:;k. 35 CS 570. Citt:<l. 
37 CS 661. Cited. 38 C'S 619 . 

.Subtli" . ( 1-H: 



C:itctl. 171 C. 112. Cited. 176 C . .J.51 . Cited. 180 C. 382. Cited. l 82 C. 4-l1>. CitcJ. 
IS7 C. 6. Cili.:d. 195 C. 23:!. Cited. 201 C. 17.J.. Cited. :?02 C. 520: lll.. 629. Citl!J. 204 C. 
41 O: Id .• 429. Cit~d. 212 C. 593. Cited. 21 J C. 579. Cited. 21.+ C. 57. Cited. 222 C. 444. 
C'itcd. 226 C'. 20. Citc<l. 228 C. 147. Cikd. 2J I C. l 15. Cited. 2J8 C. 25J. C'itcJ. 242 C:. 
211. 

Cited. 5 CA .J.O. CitcJ. l l CA.+ 73~ Id., 499. Citc<l. 17 CA 50.!: judgment rcvct'Scll. sec 
213 C. 579. Cited. 2J CA 720. Cit~'ll. 26 CA 4-1-8. C'itcll. :?<>Ci\ ~25. Cited. J(I C'A 95: 
judgment reversed. see 228 C. 14 7. 

Cited. 35 CS 519. 

SubJiv. (15): 

Cited. 8 CA 545. 

Subdiv. ( 16): 

Cited. 8 CA 545. 

SubJi v. (I 7): 

Cited. 8 CA 545. 

Subdiv. ( 18): 

Cited. 195 C. 651. Cited. 196 C. 395. Cited. I 97 C. 507. Cited. 205 C. 370. Cited. 
231 c. 235. 

Cited. 7 CA 726. Cited. 8 CA 545. Cited. 9 CA 169; judgment rcverst:d, see 205 C. 
370; Id., 330. Cited. 19 CA 4X: Id., 111. Cited. J(j CA 805. Cited. 37 CA 672. Cited. 31> 
CA 502. 

Subuiv. ( 19): 

C'itcJ. 175 C. 569. Cited. 190 C. 715. Cited. 196 C. 395. "Fircann" includes BB. gun~ 
h!gislaturc: could have rcstrkc~d the term "fireann" ll.> guns that us!! gunpowder to 
Ji~chorge lhcir shots. and the fad thut legisluture clei;tt:d not to uo so is strong cvidcnce 
tit.it it uid not intend to limit the tcnn in that manner. 29-' C. IS I. 

Citeu. 3 CA 289. Citc<l. ~CA 54.5. Cited. 19 CA 48; Ill., I 11. Cited. 21 CA 29l). 
Cited. 34 CA 751; .imlgmenl rt!verst!d. s~e 233 C. 21 l. C'itt:d. 38 CA 481. C'iteJ. 39 CA 
.~2: f <l., 502. C itl.!d. 45 CA 591. 

Replica antique pistol tlwt propelled via gunpowder a shot that mortally wounded 



Jdi.:m.hmt's :-;po us~ cons ti tul~d a pistol, rcvnf\ er or other weapon from which a lihnt c~JUlu 
he discharged. as <.lctin~d by Subscc. 49 CS 248. 



Sec. 10-244a. Employment of persons to provide security services in a public 
school while in possession of a firearm. (a) For the school year commencing July 1, 
2013, and each school year thereafter, no municipality or local or regional board of 
education may employ or enter into an agreement, as described in subdivision (2) of 
subsection (b) of section 53a-217b, with any person, other than a sworn member of an 
organized local police department or a retired police officer as provided in subsection 
(b) of this section, to provide security services in a public school if such person will 
possess a firearm, as defined in section 53a-3, while in the performance of his or her 
duties. 

(b) A municipality or a local or regional board of education may employ or enter 
into an agreement with a retired police officer to provide security services in a public 
school if such retired police officer is a qualified retired law enforcement officer, as 
defined in 18 USC 926C, as amended from time to time. Such retired police officer 
shall receive annual training pursuant to section 7-294x and shall successfully 
complete annual firearms training provided by a certified firearms instructor that 
meets or exceeds the standards of the Police Officer Standards and Training Council 
or 18 USC 926C, as amended from time to time. Such retired police officer shall not 
be subject to the licensing requirements of part II of chapter 534. 

( c) For the purposes of subsection (b) of this section, "retired police officer" means 
(1) a sworn member of an' organized local police department who was certified by the 
Police Officer Standards and Training Council and retired or separated in good 
standing from such department or a sworn member of the Division of State Police 
within the Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection who retired or 
separated in good standing from said division, (2) a sworn federal law enforcement 
agent who retired or separated in good standing from such federal law enforcement 
service and who meets or exceeds the standards of the Police Officer Standards and 
Training Council for certification in this state, or (3) a sworn officer of an organized 
police department in another state who was certified under standards that meet or 
exceed the standards of the Police Officer Standards and Training Council for 
certification in this state and who retired or separated in good standing from such 
department. 

(P.A. 13-188, S. 1; P.A. 14-212, S. 19; 14-217, S. 254.) 

History: P.A. 13-188 effective June 25, 2013; P.A. 14-212 amended Subsec. (c) to 
redefine "retired police officer" by designating existing language as Subdiv. (1), 
adding Subdiv. (2) re sworn federal law enforcement agent and adding Subdiv. (3) re 
sworn officer of an organized police department in another state, effective July 1, 
2014; P.A. 14-217 made identical changes as P.A. 14-212, effective July 1, 2014. 




