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Overview of Language Arts/Literature at Highland Middle School

Language Arts and Literature Programming at HMS
Co-taught                  Small Group     Grade Level     Accelerated                    Gifted

Students meet for 80-minutes daily. The curriculum  focuses on  Greek and Latin stems, grammar, analysis 
of literature, writing, and communication skills.

The Language Arts course provides students with an application to grammar and mechanics in writing and 
contextual use. Students are taught the structure of literary analysis. Word origins are reinforced. A 
collaborative environment is fostered to support classroom discussions and presentations.

The Literature course explores a variety of fiction and nonfiction texts. Elements of literature are analyzed in 
short stories and novels. Students are trained to navigate through informational texts to extract main ideas, 
vocabulary, and cross-curricular connections. 



Highland Language Arts Field Test Participants

Field test participants: 
Jill Conley, Joe Romano, Linda Mitchell, Mike 
Smigielski, Priya Varghese, Kristen Palic, and Carey 
Fox

Presenting today:
Jill Conley, Linda Mitchell, Carey Fox, and Priya 
Varghese



Evaluation Criteria

Non-Negotiable #1: Anchor texts are worthy of students’ time and 
attention: texts are of quality and are rigorous, containing rich 
academic language, meeting appropriate complexity criteria for each 
grade.

Non-Negotiable #2: Materials provide opportunities for rich and 
rigorous evidence-based discussions and writing about texts to build 
strong literacy skills.

Non-Negotiable #3: Materials build knowledge systematically 
through reading, writing, speaking and listening, and language study.

Achieve the Core



Highland Reviews and Field Tests

Winter 2023

Winter 2023

Fall 2022

March 2023



Highland Language Arts Adoption

6th-8th Gifted  (grade level 8, 9, & 10) Springboard

7th and 8th accelerated (grade level 8 & 9) Springboard 

8th grade level Springboard

6th and 7th grade level and 6th accelerated StudySync



● Comprehensive program includes analysis 
and research

● Aligns with rigorous grade level standards
● Grammar lessons and extensions
● Classic and contemporary inclusive texts
● Integrates reading and writing



● Comprehensive program includes 
analysis and research

● Literature based writing instruction 
with leveled scaffolds

● Breadth and depth of literary genres 
with diverse representation

● Transitions student from learning to 
read to reading to learn



Potential Costs and Multiple Year Options

1.



5-Year Quote

Plus professional 
development

5 years = $71,796.86



5-Year Quote

5 years = $38, 481.73


