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MINGUS MATTERS ...

Every Student Celebrated | Every Student Prepared
Hello Mingus Families,

A few things to keep in mind as we enter February. This is an essential time of year for
students as the semester progresses and patterns of attendance, turning in work, and

understanding material are often set for the remainder of the Spring semester. Please
help in supporting your student and their progress!

Operation Graduation is a yearly event sponsored by the Mingus Connection Foundation,
the Cottonwood Rec Center, parents, community volunteers, and local businesses.
Operation Graduation is a FREE safe, adult-chaperoned event for MUHS 2026 graduates
that takes place after the graduation ceremony. Mingus Connection Foundation is
looking for volunteers, as well as donations from local businesses to make this event
possible. Join us and be part of this wonderful tradition! For more information, please
follow us on Facebook or Instagram, attend one of our upcoming meetings (date, time
and location can be found on the MUHS community calendar and in this newsletter on
page 2) or send an email to mingusopgrad@gmail.com. This month, OpGrad is meeting in
the cafeteria at 5:30pm on February 5th. This is a great event to help with BEFORE your
student is a senior.

February 12th and 13th are half days of school for parent teacher conferences. Your
child’s advisory teacher should reach out to you to schedule a conference. These
conferences are a great opportunity to check on your student's progress, exam scores,
and communicate any additional needs to our teachers.

Remember there is no school on Monday the 16th in observance of Presidents' Day.

February also marks the beginning of Spring sports programs holding practices and
tryouts. Winter sports will begin entering their end of season and playoffs.

Thankgyou, for your partnership in your child’s education.

j February 12
Governing Board Meeting

February 5 6 - 8pm - MUHS Library
Operation Graduation Meeting Regular Session
5:30pm - MUHS Cafeteria *More info on page 2
*More Info on PG 2
February 16
February 9-13 Presidents' Day
Scholastic Book Fair No School
MUHS Library
*More info on page 3 February 17
School SITE Council Meeting
February 10 5pm - MUHS Library
MUHS STEAM Night *More Info on PG 2
4 -6pm - MUHS 100 Bldg
*More info on page 9 February 17 N
Spring Sports Parent Meeting P"nCIpal
February 12 & 13 6pm - MUHS Gym Mingus Union High School
Parent Teacher Conferences *More Info on PG 8 \

Early Release Schedule applies
2R e February 28 - March 8
Project Prom Closet
*More Info on PG 3
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SENIOR AD

LAST DAY TO PURCHASE
~ FEBRUARY 23, 2026 ~

SENIOR ADS ARE
SPACES IN THE
YEARBOOK WHICH ARE {§
PURCHASED BY FAMILY !
TO CELEBRATE THEIR
SENIORS! ADS CAN BE
PURCHASED IN THE

FOLLOWING FORMATS:

* QUARTER PAGE: $75
* HALF PAGE:
FULL PAGE:

FAMILIES ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR
BOTH PURCHASING & DESIGNING
THIER ADS ONLINE AT

HTTP:/fWWW.YEARBOOKFOREVER.COH
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SENIOR Dawson Rice
SPOTLICIHT

Currently, Dawson is working in a non-partisan posmon at the Arizona State
Senate as a Page, assigned to the Natural Resou rces Comm'fttee as well as the
Republican Caucus. Dawson has been planning to apply fon th|s position since
he was a freshman. He spent two days |nterV|eW|ng inkth l.. Capltol building with
members of staff including the Sergeant at Arms, Deputy Sergeant at Arms, Page
Director, and the Head Page. This year was the large&appllcant pool ever and they
only selected 15 Pages. Not only was Dawson fo.rtunate enough to be one of the 15, but he is'the youngest
|Page |n our documented history as well as the flrst tostillbelin ngh School! What an incredible honor!
After graduatlng from Mingus, Dawson plans to pursuedual maJor in Political Science and Public Pol|cy at
Arlz‘ona State University as well as continuing hisjwenkiasian intenn at the Arizona State Senate with hopes (o)
havmg an elected office there in the future. ]
Dunng his time at Mingus, Dawson participatediinmanyfclubsiandisports, his most memorable and
|mpactful however was his time in FFA. ThroughlEEAShe learﬂed ithe value of hard work and dedicating :
d

himselfito tasks. He was a mentor to othersiandfwasimentoredfand learned further how to build himself llUp
\Wwhile 'domg the same for those around h|m Hisibesyhightschool memory is the yearly FFA trips to
Ind|anapol|s Indiana with his teams to compete atithe]National level.

Durlng his free time, Dawson enjoys hunting, fishingjbeing pol|t|cally involved, as well as spending time
outdoors with his Lord and Savior, Jesus Chr|st

If he could go back in time and give himselfladvicesa
-

neverihurtsito know everyone! . '
STAFF Siatra: LF
SPOTLIGHT! = ‘&

Mrs. Garrett hasiworked in the Hope Center at Mingusiforfivelyears.

She also puts together the monthly school'newsletter, the daily TV screen |
announcements and keeps the MUHS social media outletsiup to date. . .*‘

Mrs. Garrett loves that her job is to support our studentsiin the Hope Center

with items they may need to be successful in and out ofithe classroom. ltems

like school supplies, hygiene products, clothing , snacks:and referrals to outsidex
resources if needed. Her favorite part of working at Mingus is seeing students® Who
were struggling at some point come back in and share what they’ve accompllshed\ R

and what their new goals are. When students need motivation she likes to remind them thateveryone needs
help sometimes and encourages themitoradvocate forithemselves and to.keep moving forward.

Sarah is a 3™ generation Mingus;Marauderwhorgraduatedin [19995herhusband (and- high-.school'sweetheart)
also graduated from_Mingussthey/haverRisonsyoneiwhelisiar2024 graduate_of Mlngus -and the other is Mingus
freshman this.year! _

sfajfireshman;, heiwould say to talk to more people;its

Before working at Mingus, she? workedratithe Boysi&lGinlsiClubsiofiN Northern Arizona as her 1StJG)b at 17 until
becoming a stay at home mom for 8 years; afterwhichishe spent Nt /) years at MVP elementary as their Health
Aide. During her free time, she enjoys singing in her band, Local Honey, kayaking, going to Suns basketball
games, attending concerts, traveling and camping and volunteering in the community.




Errre MINGUS MATTERS

High School District #4

PAGE 6

SCIENCE

—




Tl MINGUS MATTERS

High School District #4

PAGE 7

AREER & T ECHNICAL
EpucaTioxN

PursinG VicTory
wiTH HoNoRrs




_Mingus Union

aa W High School District #4
R Lo

J
6YM
X REQUIRED FORALL 71N

PARENTS/GUARDIANS OF STUDENTS
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SPRING SPORTS INCLUDE: BASEBALL, BOYS TENNIS,
GIRLS TENNIS, SOFTBALL, TRACK AND FIELD
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HISPANIC HONOR AND Celebrate your culture &

SERIVCE SOCIETY make your voice heard!

Why join?
It’s a great way to be involved in your school
and community.
We hold many events year-round celebrating
Latin culture
Community service projects & field trips.
Members have ownership of deciding which
activities we do, so your voice will be heard!
Being an inducted member of this honor
society looks great on college applications
and resumes.
Cords at graduation for members in good
standing :

||
Al
Gain support navigating scholarships u 1 / f Januar.y . .
Wil ° Inductions will take place in February
9 __"';, .

MINGUSIUNIONIHIGHISCHOO!!

~ SeienccYEChneloe)/A
L Englineertingy, Art cine] Mefih

Requirements:
3.0 minimum GPA
Of Hispanic descent
Complete 10 hours of community service
each semester
Attend weekly meetings & club events
Complete the application by deadline (TBA)

Where and When?

Meetings will be held during lunch on
Thursdays in room 602.
e Applications will be sent out by the end of

-
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EDUCATION 1

VACTE - The Valley Academy of Career & Technology Educatlon
CERTIFIED NURSING ASSISTANT & PHLEBOTOMY PROGRAMS

The VACTE Nursing Services program consists of both Certified
Nursing Assistant and Phlebotomy. CNA and Phlebotomy are each
one semester long, where students receive certifications in CPR,
OSHA, and a Certificate of completion after completing 120 hours
that include Didactic, Skills Lab and Real-world experience in the
form of Clinicals at the Haven in Cottonwood. The students will
have the opportunity to take the CNA Certification test from the
Arizona Board of Nursing. The CNA class is dual enrolled with
Yavapai College and may earn up to 6 college credits. These credits
are one of the prerequisites for the Yavapai College Nursing
program. The CNA class is held next to Verde Valley Medical Center
and Phlebotomy is held on the Yavapai College campus. The
students may earn up to 8 college credits from Yavapai College at
the completion of the Phlebotomy class. The Phlebotomy class
consists of Yavapai College Courses that include Fundamentals of
Allied Health, Phlebotomy and Medical Terminology.
Requirements for the program are that students need be at least
16 years of age, a junior or senior in high school and complete
the ACCUPLACER through Yavapai College.
Throughout the VACTE Nursing Services program, students
will have the opportunity to participate in HOSA - Health
Occupations Students of America. In this club students can
participate in Leadership conferences, Officer Camp as well as
competitions at Regional, State, and National levels.

WHY SHOULD YOU CHOOSE
CNA & PHLEBOTOMY?

Earn high school and Yavapai College credits concurrently
Receive Yavapai College Nursing Assistant Certificate
Earn Arizona Certified Nursing Assistant License

Class held in Cottonwood

Available to High School Juniors and Seniors

One semester each Class - Monday through Thursday
Some Friday and Saturday practicums

Be job ready immediately upon program completion
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SRS Conumunily AV ents GIRESOUEEEs

There's no doubt that our Verde Valley community knows
how to come together to support those who live here!
This page will Iist some of those amazing Community

Resources and let you know some of the events
and happenings they have planned this month.

v v v v v v v o
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Neighbors Helping Neighbors CHECK OUT

THE NEW
MOHELP.ORG!

Now featuring
FOOD PANTRY comprehensive services.

Wednesday: 9 am - 2 pm & 4 pm - 6 pm Find out tht YOU are
Thursday: 9 am - 2 pm eligible for!

MMUNITY MEAL ;
e e

Monday, Tuesday & Friday: 11:30 am-12:30 pm
Monday: 5 pm -6 pm
Wednesday: 4 pm - 6 pm (Served to-go only)

RE RCE CENTER

* Available for those without residence:
Showers, breakfast, clothes, hygiene & resources

Monday, Tuesday & Friday 9 am- 11 am

THE KIDS SHOP

Monday - Thursday 9 am - 2 pm
Monday 5 pm - 6 pm
or call for an appointment 928-634-7869
HAIR SALON
Monday 4 pm to 5: 30 pm
Tuesday: 9 am - 12:30 pm Supporting Student Success

VISION LEGAL Through Community Compassion

1st Tuesday/month Call: 928-634-7869 Low Income Student Aid
10am-11am

MISSION THRIFT STORE
» Medical bills, prescriptions, therapy, etc

Tuesday - Saturday: 9 am to 5 pm » Clothing, shoes, coats

810 W. Mingus Ave. in Cottonwood » Hair cuts & personal hygiene items
« Outstanding cafeteria balances

Some ways LISA can assist your student:

« Book purchases & class tuition

soa s N « Admission to school events
The Mission is a SNAP Community Partner « Graduation Expanses

This project has been funded at least in “B;fﬂ : s;hlc;o Liuppliaa S,SPECia; neledsﬁ!evices
part with Federal funds from the USDA. » CHATCAPE SHEEE EEecimaL S o

This institution is an equal opportunity =

& amental A P
= Mutition » Fees for extracurricular activities
i = « College deposits & testing fees
employer and provider. « Birthdays & Holidays




