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Memorandum of Understanding between Canutillo ISD and the University of Texas at El Paso for Preservice 
Residency Program as part of the Prep Allotment by the Texas Education Agency.

The purpose of this agreement i to facilitate a learning­centered partnership between Canutillo ISD and the University of 
Texas at El Paso as the Institution of Higher Education in compliance with the Preparing & Retaining Educators through 
Partnership (PREP) Program Allotment by the Texas Education Agency. This partnership will support a high­quality 
Preservice Residency Program that results in effective classroom practice and positive PK–12 student outcomes.

✔ ✔

✔

Dr. Jessica Melendez­Carrillo, Dr. Jesica Arellano and Veronica Campbell

The purpose of this agreement i to facilitate a learning­centered partnership between Canutillo ISD and the University of Texas at El Paso as the 
Institution of Higher Education in compliance with the Preparing & Retaining Educators through Partnership (PREP) Program Allotment by the Texas 
Education Agency. This partnership will support a high­quality Preservice Residency Program that results in effective classroom practice and positive 
PK–12 student outcomes.
 
The PREP Preservice Residency Program by the Texas Education Agency funds school systems and their approved educator preparation program 
(EPP) partners to implement year­long, paid teacher residencies. Residents engage in deep clinical practice under the supervision of a trained
host teacher and earn an enhanced standard teaching certificate. Each resident may generate between $24,000 and $39,500 depending on the 
high­needs and rural factor and the resident's certification area. $12,000 in funding is provided initially to cover resident and host teacher stipend costs 
and the remaining success­based upon the candidate attaining the enhanced standard certificate. The Texas Education Agency will match the $10K 
stipend we will provide to our 13 residents. 

Our recommendation is that the Board of Trustees approve the Memorandum of Understanding between Canutillo ISD and
 the University of Texas at El Paso.

None

 

Curriculum and Instruction

Residents and Host Teachers won't be able to participate and engage in a high­quality preservice residency program and deep clinical practice to earn 
their standard teaching certificate. 

School Year 2026­2027

✔ MOU



EDUCATIONAL AFFILIATION AGREEMENT  

 

 between  

 

CANUTILLO INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 

and 

 

THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT EL PASO 

 

This Agreement is entered into effective as of the date of last signature below, between the 

Canutillo Independent School District (“CISD” or “District” indistinctly) and The University 

of Texas at El Paso, a Texas State Agency, Texas Public Institution of Higher Education and 

member institution of The University of Texas System ("UTEP") for the joint exercise of their 

authority. 

 

RECITALS: 

 

WHEREAS, UTEP students in its College of Education Teacher Preparation Program are 

required to do clinical student teaching as part of their degree program; and 

WHEREAS, UTEP and the District have a history of collaborating in placing student teachers to 

perform their practicum education at CISD schools; and  

WHEREAS, UTEP has obtained external support for the implementation of a new program 

regarding teacher training and student teaching that involves collaboration between schools, 

colleges of education, PreK-12 schools, and school districts and is known as a “Full Year Clinical 

Teaching Residency Program”. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual commitments contained in this Agreement, 

the parties agree as follows: 

 

1. Purpose. 

 

The purpose of this Agreement is to allow UTEP and CISD to implement the Full Year Clinical 

Teaching Residency Program in the District (“Program”).  The Program differs from prior 

traditional teacher preparation models primarily in having specifically recruited and trained 

Mentor Teachers, teacher candidates who commit to a year-long residency program, and a full-

time UTEP Site Coordinator for the Residency Program.  A shared Governance Committee 

will provide leadership and oversight of the Program.  During the initial year of 

implementation, the Program will receive technical support from the University-School 

Partnerships for the Renewal of Educator Preparation (“US PREP”) National Center housed 

at Texas Tech University. The US PREP model includes professional development, technical 

support, and data sharing focused on the transformation of university-based teacher 

preparation programs in Texas and nationwide.  
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