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Special Education Activities 0 

•  SpEd referral hearing screenings were completed February 19, at the SpEd 
Office 13 students 3 year old and up were screened, 3 referrals out to an 
audiologist were made. 
 

• February 9-12 I attended the virtual National ESEA convention and attended 
multiple trainings on Restorative Trauma Informed School Environments, and 
other trainings on Social Emotional Resilience~ How to Promote Healthy Minds 
and Climate, Social Emotional Learning~ Preparing Students During Times of 
Uncertainty, The Neuroscience of Reading, and Dyslexia in the Schools. I am 
working with a company called Brainspring to coordinate a training for 
Browning Public Schools on Dyslexia. 

• As we continue the discussion of the Procedural Safeguard as the guiding 
principles and rights for parents with students that have been identified as 
SpEd eligible, and the different categories of qualification, the next areas of 
identification under IDEA I would like to discuss this month is Learning 
Disabled.  

A Learning Disability is a condition causing difficulties in acquiring 
knowledge and skills to the level expected of those of the same age, 
especially when not associated with a physical disability. 
 
There are two methods to identify a learner with a Specific Learning 
Disability, the Response to Scientific, Research-Based Intervention, 



otherwise known as the RTI model, and the Severe Discrepancy model. 
Browning Public Schools utilizes the RTI method at the PK-1 grade levels, a 
hybrid method at the 3-5 grade levels and the Severe Discrepancy model at 
the 6-12 grade levels. 
 
The RTI model focuses on keeping data on instruction and interventions 
introduced to a struggling learner, documented, assessed, and revisited to 
see if there is an improvement. It’s kind of like going to the Dr. and trying 
an antibiotic for a set period of time, and then going back to see if there is 
an improvement. If there is improvement to the academic learning, keep 
giving the intervention, if there is not improvement, or there is stagnation, 
introduce another research-based intervention. After a set time frame, if no 
interventions are showing improved results, a referral is made to begin 
assessment for a possible SpEd identification.  
 
The Severe Discrepancy model is based on a two standard deviations 
between cognitive ability and achievement in 2 or more assessment areas.   

 



 
 



 
 
 



 

 
 



 
 



 

 



 


