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Improving student achievement has been a priority. Sharma-Lewis said 92% of

students showed growth in English language arts and 94% in math.

“We are slowly closing that achievement gap,’ she said.



Five-year contract approved for District 76 superintendent
Hail said the district will seek a new leader to continue Sharma-Lewis’ work.

“We feel that her work has been significant and are looking for a leader that will
further the district's mission and vision of Embrace, Empower, Excel: Each
Child, Each Day, Hail said.

On Thursday, Sharma-Lewis planned to read a book about being a “bucket
filler” in all classrooms. The lesson is to be kind and sharing rather than
negative and be a bully, she said.

“If you fill other people’s buckets, you'll continue to fill yours,” she explained.

Besides a place to teach and learn, District 76 has become a thriving family
where everyone is valued, supported, loved and inspired to reach their

potential, Sharma-Lewis told staff and parents.

She didn’t say what her next chapter will be but plans to finish strong and
celebrate the milestones this year as they come.

“You always want to leave a place better,” she said.
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gs How a nonprofit is tackling math anxiety in girls

§ = A nonprofit started five years ago by a middle-schooler is making a difference by spurring passion among girls in math and science fields through its
| “math-first” approach. Now Mission:MathMinds h...

Tree honors former District 64 worker

A crab apple tree has been planted at Washington Elementary School in Park Ridge to honor a former employee. The tree memorializes the late Denise Tully, a retired nurse
who worked at Washington and a...

East Maine District 63 budget up for hearing, vote

The East Maine District 63 school board will hold a public hearing about the proposed budget for the 2025 fiscal year Thursday night. The board is expected to approve the
proposed budget following tha...

McHenry High School Tri-M Music Honor Society earns statewide Chapter of the Year award
The McHenry Community High School Tri-M Music Honor Society earned the 2023-24 lllinois Chapter of the Year by the National Association for Music
Education for the student group’s work to support...

Lake Zurich Community Unit School District 95 Honored as a 2024 U.S. Department of Education Green Ribbon Schools District
Sustainability Awardee

Lake Zurich Community Unit School District 95, a 2024 U.S. Department of Education Green Ribbon School, was honored in a ceremony in July in
Wasbhington, D.C. District 95 was recognized for their innov...

~ Girls swimming: Scouting Cook and Lake County

| BARRINGTON The Fillies were eighth in the Mid-Suburban League and 11th in sectionals last year. Returners are seniors Abby Ashcraft, Estella
Brockway and Eva Coonrad. Freshmen include Eva Wetzel,...
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