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5405 Title | Parent and Family Engagement Policy
A. Development and Annual Review

This Policy will be jointly developed and annually reviewed, amended, and
distributed to Parents and family members of participating students and the local
community in an understandable format, and to the extent practicable, in a
language the Parents can understand.

Parents and family members must have opportunities for meaningful input during
the annual review process. Information about how Parents and families may
provide input will be posted on the District's website. The annual review of this
Policy’s content and effectiveness will be used to design evidence-based
strategies for more effective parental involvement, to revise this Policy, and to
remove barriers to Parent and family participation.

This Policy includes a School-Parent Compact jointly developed by the District
and Parents that outlines how the Title | school, Parents, and students share
responsibility for improved student academic achievement and the means by
which the school and Parents build and develop a partnership to help students
achieve state education standards.

B. Parent and Family Engagement

The District recognizes the unique needs of students served in its Title | program
and the importance of Parent and family engagement in the Title | program.

1. Parent and family engagement means the participation of Parents through
regular, two-way, and meaningful communication involving student academic
learning and other school activities, including ensuring that:

a. Parents play an integral role in assisting their child’s learning;

b. Parents are encouraged to be actively involved in their child’s education at
school;

c. Parents are full partners in their child’s education and are included, as
appropriate, in decision-making and on advisory committees to assist in
the education of their child; and

d. other activities, such as those described in section 1116 of the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) are carried out.

2. Parent and family engagement activities are required under this Policy and
include, for example, activities such as:
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a. an annual school meeting to: inform Parents of their school’s participation
under Title |, Part A; clarify the requirements of Title |, Part A; and explain
Parents’ right to be involved. Additional meetings may be scheduled,
based on need and interest;

b. providing Parents information about the school’s Title |, Part A programs,
including a description of the school’s: curriculum, forms of academic
assessment used to measure student progress, proficiency levels
students are expected to meet, achievement levels of the state academic
standards, and coordination and integration with other federal, state, and
District programs;

c. opportunities to participate in activities to build Parent involvement
capacity, such as training and providing materials to help Parents to work
with their students to improve achievement and encouraging volunteer
work at the school as appropriate;

d. opportunities for Parent-teacher conferences, in addition to those regularly
scheduled by the District, if requested by the Parents or as deemed
necessary by District staff;

e. coordination and integration of parental involvement programs and
activities with other community programs. These may include cooperation
with community programs such as Head Start, preschools, and other
community services; and

f. educating teachers, specialized instructional support personnel, principals,
and other school leaders, with the assistance of Parents, in the value and
utility of parental contributions, how to reach out to, communicate with,
and work with Parents as equal partners.

All Parents, including those with limited English proficiency, disabilities, or limited
literacy and those who are economically disadvantaged, of a minority
background, or migratory, will have opportunities to participate in Title | parent
engagement activities.

Communication to Parents about student progress and other Title | matters will be
provided in a language the Parent can understand, to the extent practicable.
Responses to Parent concerns will be provided in a timely manner.

C. District Obligations
The District will:

1. operate programs, activities, and procedures for the involvement of Parents in
all its schools with Title I, Part A programs. Those programs, activities, and
procedures will be planned and operated with meaningful consultation with
Parents of participating children;
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2. work with its schools to ensure that school-level Parent and family
engagement practices are implemented appropriately, and include, as a
component, the School-Parent Compact;

3. incorporate this Policy into its LEA plan developed under section 1112 of the
ESEA,;

4. provide opportunities for the informed participation of all Parents and family
members, by providing information and school reports as required by law in
an understandable and uniform format, including alternative formats upon
request, and, to the extent practicable, in a language Parents understand;
and

5. if the LEA plan developed under this Policy is not satisfactory to the Parents
of participating children, submit Parent comments when it submits the plan to
the Michigan Department of Education.

D. Implementation

1. The District will take the following actions to involve Parents in the joint
development of this Policy:

® Present proposed revisions to applicable district committees
and stakeholder groups for input prior to board
consideration.

2. The District will provide the following coordination, technical assistance, and
other support to assist Title |, Part A schools in planning and implementing
effective Parent and family engagement activities to improve student
academic achievement and school performance:

e Offering periodic training or guidance to school staff on
parent and family engagement requirements and
recommended practices.

e Facilitate opportunities for collaboration among schools to
share strategies, approaches, and successful models of
family engagement.

3. The District will take the following actions to conduct, with the involvement of
Parents, an annual evaluation of the content and effectiveness of this Policy:

e Gather parent feedback through surveys, meetings, or other
input methods that are accessible to all families.

e Review collected feedback and related data with relevant
school and district teams to identify strengths, needs, and
areas for improvement.
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4. To encourage strong Parent and family engagement, the District will:

a. hold an informational meeting at least annually to explain this Policy and
the school’s Title | programming. All Parents of participating students will
be invited to this meeting. Invitations may take the form of notes sent with
students, announcements in the school newsletter, and notice posted on
the school’s website;

b. provide assistance to Parents and children served by the District in
understanding topics such as:

e state academic standards;

e state and local academic assessments including alternate
assessments;

e Title |, Part A requirements;
e child progress monitoring; and
e collaboration with educators.

c. provide materials and training to help Parents work with their children to
improve academic achievement and use technology to foster Parent and
family engagement by:

e Offer family learning opportunities that demonstrate effective
at-home strategies.

e Share family resources that support grade-level learning and
the Portrait of a Graduate competencies.

d. Educate Employees on how to communicate and work with Parents as
equal partners, implement Parent programs, and build ties between
Parents and schools by:

e Offer professional learning opportunities for staff on effective
family engagement practices and cultural responsiveness.

e Provide training or coaching resources for new employees
focused on two-way communication and relationship-building
with families.

e. to the extent feasible and appropriate, coordinate and integrate Parent
and family engagement programs and activities with other relevant
federal, state, and local programs, and conduct other activities, such as
parent resource centers, that encourage and support Parents in
participating in the education of their children, by:
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e Partner with early childhood providers and transition
programs to support successful entry into school.

e Collaborate with local organizations to offer family learning
and engagement opportunities.

e Align services with applicable federal and state programs to
meet the diverse needs of families.

e Participate in regional or countywide family engagement
initiatives that strengthen district and community
connections.

f. ensure that information related to the District and Parent programs,
meetings, and other activities is sent to the Parents of participating
children in an understandable and uniform format, including alternative
formats upon request, and, to the extent practicable, in a language the
Parents can understand by:

e Translate all major notices upon request

e Provide audio or video versions of key communications for
low-literacy families.

e Ensure website accessibility meets ADA standards.
Legal Authority: 20 USC 6318
Date adopted:
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