BNAS Board Report February 2025

BNAS ASSESSMENTS:

Lea Whitford, the BNAS Instructional Coach, did an outstanding job compiling the
assessment data for the Blackfoot Immersion Classes. This data will serve as a map to help the
BNAS office give professional development and support for teachers and their grades while also
providing insights to the strengths of individual teachers. Look at the Immersion Assessment Fall
24-25 attachment.

Blackfoot Language:

Focus on our heritage language will never cease and materials for strengthen our
communities hold on the language remains our number one pursuit. Some documents are being
cleaned up for an upgraded aesthetic that will hopefully aid those who use these resources. Here
is an example:

Reading opens up the world:

aisskssinniiniikii niito ’kstiikyo ep” iitiakdwaiepiiksiiep Learning how to read opens all life
Klinnaapaattlipiissin

iyiikdakiimi nia mia"kaasooko kstiiKii Trying hard so that you may be a strong reader
o’kdakyaanisst ndaeda Tips for Parents
no“kawlimis Kookooes kiinnaaksisstsiikooes Invite your child everyday to read with you

dakit"po Ko kstlikyo sp”

Kiimspiksinai’p issttdpeplyit” niitssinai’pii 6 kstlikiiniikii = When reading a large print point it the writing

as you read
Kittdako tsspoommo’wa maa’kitsskssinniiesii This will help your child learn to read
maanisstsinai’p
iydaksisoofttsis Kydamo niitto"ts It goes left to right
AakKitotsisstiapiitsim maanisstsinai’p Kii And understand how to read and how we say it
niitiwaanissttoop

iinnda KooKooes Kiimitsstsip sindkssin Read your child’s favorite book




iissstikakKiitsim stlimo“seo kstoomoos Kiimitsstsi'p Read many stories w rhyming words and lines

tsiniikiissts aitd'mianissto’tliko yia that repeat
no“Kimis kookooes maa“Kiitsinikiies Invite your child to tell the stories
isttdpeplyit” ayo kstsiniikiies Point word by words
maaniiepo’e”sin issitsipsutsis Discuss new words
0'm"ttsitsstsii‘pii Kydakiinaitaistiméattsia For example
Kydam“Kai 6'm"Ksdapyo‘yiss mooKaanisstsin’Kdatooep” This big house is called a palace

0'm"Ko’to ’Kksdapyo yiss

Ky&daKiinait“sitsipsdtda tsd Kydanisstsiiksimmsstdap Then ask them “who do you think lives there”
iito pii
KydanoGsstsii iisinai pii tdmso poetsiisatoot” Stop and ask about the pictures and what is

aikydapamodtsiniikssin happening in the story

tiim3ako kstoomooes po KaitsiniiKiissts Read children’s books
po’kittupii aatsiniikssin Fairy Tales
niinksiisinakssin Song books

iiepo’yii Kii so’poetsiissin sinaksiissts Poem and information books

Thunder Bird:

1
Iinnammiyii naapiiwa Long ago there was an old man, [who] was
VORI PRI VU TP T called Four-bears.
aanisstaawa niiso’Ky1yo

o"cténiiképiis piiktini When he was a young man, the Pikani were
R T O camping there on Elk River
ponokKaisis"taa unniyii
iitooko naiin
niipo’éyi It was summer.
miisamsootdayi iitootsstsii The long-rain had commenced.

ksisskiindto nnii oto’tto’a’kdnni,  Inthe morning, When he went for the
horses [to bring them to camp],

amooyaa niieit"tyalyi aiitooetoo. he came to this river.




iitsino’yii oomiim piieksiin
iitsaopiin

Then he saw, there was a bird, [that] was
sitting there [near the edge of the water].

iitsitapoo“too alyi

He walk towards it

o’ttaisdamaa“salyi,
stimmisskssinim annoom
maatsitsiipiieksiuwtts

When he was looking at it, then he knew,
[that] the bird did not belong in this
country

00Ko 1yisstsalyi
Kinna“oomyaanisstsiinuttsii,

Its feathers were all different colors,

o’katsisayi ko’'mooko intttsiiyi,

it’s bill was green-coloured,

o kutsiisstsiiyi niito’i
niitsiindttsiiyda

Its legs, too, were colored the same.

maataasuppiiwtitsinalyi

It would not open its eyes [literally: look].

iitooto yiiwaiyi

He then took it

stimmu’kaapiiwaiyi

He took it home

o’ttaiipiisi, ninnaiks
iito"kKlinnao’amaiyi

When he entered, all the chiefs were invited

o’Ktinnaitaiipiimyaiks

They all entered

aakimoo“tsim Unnimalyi iito pii
06ma piieksii

The bird sat the upper end of the lodge

aanisstsii amooksi ninnaiks:
oKii, amoomaiyi piieskii,

He told those chiefs: Now, here is a bird,

kaa"kitsdammao awa, tsda”ta’o
danisstidepsiiwa“ta ots.

That you may look at it [to know], what it
is.

maato nno’awlts

it is not known [nobody could tell what
kind of bird it was]

oo0ma niiso”kyliyo aisdamo’
iitsiksiska’koyiiwaiyi

After a long while Four-bears pushed it




otts épps éiyi, When it opened its eyes [literally: look],

: ca N e e v . then it flashed lightening
stimmipuppo ‘minaiyi.

oomiik Kittsimik Kdo’aii’tsii The door lay open
iitsippootdwaaniinaiyi. It flew towards the door.
oomatsappsailyi, When it opened its eyes [literally: look]
méatSiipﬁppo'minéiyi again, then it flashed lightening again.
o’ttsipoodtaanyay, iitd" ko mmii When it flew, then the thunder roared
ksisstsiokooma
kyﬁnnyayi maatiaanisstsino’a That way the thunder was seen
ksisstsiikooma

Additional materials are specifically made it help with writing and reading the Blackfoot
language. attached is a work sheet designed to help learners recognize the sounds a symbol can
make, both in standard English and in Blackfoot. The work sheet includes two copies, one that
would potentially be used for students and another that the teachers have that has all the
answers given. One thing that | believe is that our Blackfoot Language has a greater chance of
survival if we create literature within our language. The stories being written out and
distributed serve as a means for the language to interact with a reader. In addition, these
materials provide workouts and a clear map to help a reader know that specific symbols make
specific sounds. They writing is consistent and it makes the language accessible to anyone who
takes the necessary time to learn it.

CLASS 7:

On January 30th BCC hosted a Class 7 gathering consisting of representatives from
BTBC, BCC, Heart Butte Schools, East Glaciers Schools, Blackfeet Head start, the
State of Montana, and Browning Schools. at this meeting aimed to take steps in the
right direction to strengthen the integrity of the Class 7 license with respect to our
Blackfeet Tribe. Representing BPS was BNAS Director, Robert Hall, BNAS Instuctional
Coach, Lea Whitford, and Superintendent Rappold.

In this meeting we agreed to a roadmap in acquiring a Class 7. In the past, the road to
obtaining a Class 7 wasn't very clear and we lacked the collaborative infrastructure to
help face those applying in the correct direction. With great teamwork we came up with
this roadmap. It is worth noting that the meeting went very well and | truly appreciate
everyone’s input at this meeting. It was enjoyable and filled with laughter and good
business.



Also, included was a 'Grandfather Clause' in ushering current applicants through.
The BNAS knows those in the department who have been trying to acquire their Class 7
but have not been able to because of the uncertainty in obtaining it. BNAS gave the
tribe a list of BPS staff they have approached our office in the recent past informing us
of the steps they have been taking to get their Class 7. On February 18t it was
confirmed that Councilmen Pat Armstrong received our request letter.

The attachment Blackfeet Language and Culture Class 7 Certification Process is
what was created from this meeting. It was passed by the BTBC on the February
General Council Meeting.



