
 

 

MINUTES 
BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Livonia Public Schools 
15125 Farmington Road 

Regular Meeting 
June 21, 2010 

 
President Scheel convened the meeting at 7:02 p.m. in the Board Room, 
15125 Farmington Road, Livonia. 

 
Members 
Present 

 Colleen Burton, Robert Freeman, Steve King, Daniel Lessard, 
Patrice Mang, Gregory Oke, Lynda Scheel 

    
Members 
Absent 

 None 

   
Recognition of 
Dan Fairbanks 

 Mrs. Charlotte Worthen, Director of Elementary & Special Programs, 
recognized Stevenson High School student Dan Fairbanks, for being the 
National PTA Visual Arts Reflections winner.  The PTSA Council donated two 
copies of Dan’s winning piece of art – one to be displayed at Stevenson High 
School and the other to be displayed at the LPS administration building.  Dan 
Fairbanks spoke to Board members about his artwork and answered their 
questions.  Mrs. Worthen also announced that Hoover Elementary student 
Elise Nehasil won a Film Award of Merit at Nationals. 

   
Gift – Coolidge 
PTA 

 It was moved by Ms. Mang and supported by Mr. Lessard that the Board of 
Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District accept the generous 
gift of $5,000 from Coolidge Elementary PTA. 

   
  Ayes:  Burton, Freeman, King, Lessard, Mang, Oke, Scheel 

Nays:  None 
   
Recess  It was moved by Ms. Burton and supported by Mr. Lessard that the Board of 

Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District have a short recess to 
visit with guests. 

   
  Ayes:  Burton, Freeman, King, Lessard, Mang, Oke, Scheel 

Nays:  None 
   
  The Board recessed at 7:28 p.m. 
   
Reconvene  President Scheel reconvened the meeting at 7:36 p.m. 
   
Written 
Communication 

 None 

   
Audience  Eileen McDonnell, 36099 Brookview, expressed her appreciation to Steve 



 

 

Communication King for his service on the Board.  She also addressed the Board regarding 
grades posted by teachers in the electronic grade book. 
Loyd Romick, 33437 Michele Court, addressed the Board regarding Livonia 
Neighbors Web site. 
John Grzebik, 11301 Hubbell, extended his congratulations to Mark Johnson 
for being elected to the Board and addressed the Board regarding the Livonia 
Spree and the Franklin High School all-night party. 

   
Response to 
Prior Audience 
Communication 

 None 

   
Consent 
Agenda 

 It was moved by Mr. Freeman and supported by Mr. Lessard that the Board of 
Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District approve the following 
consent agenda items as recommended by the superintendent: 

   
  IV.A. Minutes of the Regular Meeting of June 7, 2010 

IV.B. Minutes of the Public Hearing of June 7, 2010 
VI.A. Bills for Payment—June 22, 2010 
VI.B. Approval of Resolution to Participate in MHSAA 

   
  Ayes:  Burton, Freeman, King, Lessard, Mang, Oke, Scheel 

Nays:  None 
   
  Note:  There was a power outage from 7:55-8:14 p.m.  Therefore, the meeting 

was moved to Conference Room A where there was more natural light. 
   
Approval to 
Purchase 
Humanities 
Textbooks 

 It was moved by Mr. Lessard and supported by Mr. Freeman that the Board of 
Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District purchase the following 
textbook for the 12th grade Humanities course:  Culture and Values:  A Survey 
of the Humanities, Comprehensive Edition, 7th Edition, 2010, for a total cost of 
$28,964.18. 

   
  Ayes:  Burton, Freeman, King, Lessard, Mang, Oke, Scheel 

Nays:  None 
   
Approval to 
Purchase 
Literacy 
Assessment 
Materials 

 It was moved by Ms. Burton and supported by Ms. Mang that the Board of 
Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District purchase literacy 
assessment materials from Heinemann Publishing with ARRA funds.  The 
purchase includes 39 Benchmark Assessment System 1 kits (grades K-2) 
and 118 Benchmark Assessment System 2 kits (grades 3-8), at a total cost of 
$33,912. 

   
  Ayes:  Burton, Freeman, King, Lessard, Mang, Oke, Scheel 

Nays:  None 
   
2010-2011  It was moved by Mr. Freeman and supported by Mr. Oke that the Board of 



 

 

Cooperative 
Agreements 

Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District approved the renewal 
of the Cooperative Agreements for the 2010-2011 school year as follows: 
Wayne Westland Community Schools – Career Technical Education 
Exchange (Wayne-Westland students coming to LCTS and LPS students 
going to William D. Ford Career Technical Center) and Alternative Education 
(LPS students going to Tinkham Center); Northville Public Schools – Career 
Technical Education (Northville students coming to LCTC); Plymouth-Canton 
Community Schools – Career Technical Education (Plymouth-Canton 
students coming to LCTC); and Crestwood Public Schools – Career 
Technical Education (Crestwood students coming to LCTC). 

   
  Ayes:  Burton, Freeman, King, Lessard, Mang, Oke, Scheel 

Nays:  None 
   
Approval of 
Cell Tower at 
Grant 
Elementary 

 It was moved by Mr. Lessard and supported by Mr. Freeman that the Board 
of Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District authorize the 
director of administrative services to enter into a contract with American 
Towers, Inc. regarding the lease of ground space at Grant Elementary School 
at the beginning rate of $1,500 per month. 

   
  Ayes:  Burton, Freeman, King, Lessard, Mang, Oke, Scheel 

Nays:  None 
   
Approval of Bid 
Results for 
Security 
Equipment 

 It was moved by Mr. King and supported by Mr. Lessard that the Board of 
Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District approve the low bid to 
Security Design in the amount of $36,088 for security equipment (Cooper 
$18,394 and Johnson $17,694) and authorize the director of secondary 
programs and facilities to enter into such agreements necessary to effect this 
work. 

   
  Ayes:  Burton, Freeman, King, Lessard, Mang, Oke, Scheel 

Nays:  None 
   
Approval of 
2009-2010 
Budget 
Amendments 

 It was moved by Ms. Mang and supported by Mr. Lessard that the Board of 
Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District adopt the following 
amended budgets for the 2009-2010 school year:  General Fund, Special 
Education Fund, Debt Retirement Fund, Building and Site Technology Fund, 
Technology Bond Fund, Sinking Fund, Special Maintenance Fund, Food 
Service Fund, Health and Welfare Fund, Athletic Fund, Scholarship Fund, 
Funded Projects Fund and Reinvestment (ARRA) Fund budgets. 

 





































 

 

  Ayes:  Burton, Freeman, Lessard, Mang, Oke, Scheel 
Nays:  King 

   
Adoption of 
2010-2011 
Proposed 
Budgets 

 It was moved by Ms. Burton and supported by Ms. Mang that the Board of 
Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District adopt the following 
proposed 2010-2011 Livonia Public Schools budgets: General Fund, Special 
Education Fund, Debt Retirement Fund, Building and Site Technology Fund, 
Building Improvement and Technology Fund, Sinking Fund, Special 
Maintenance Fund, Food Service Fund, Health and Welfare Fund, Athletic 
Fund, Scholarship Fund, Funded Projects Fund and Reinvestment (ARRA) 
Fund budgets. 

 





































 

 

  Ayes:  Burton, Freeman, Lessard, Mang, Oke, Scheel 
Nays:  King 

   
Approval of 
Resolution to 
Borrow Funds 
for Cash Flow 
Funds 

 It was moved by Mr. Oke and supported by Mr. Freeman that the Board of 
Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District adopt the following 
resolution authorizing the issuance of notes in anticipation of state school aid. 
This resolution will authorize the borrowing of not more than seven million 
four hundred thousand dollars in August 2010 through the Michigan Municipal 
Bond Authority. 

 































  Ayes:  Burton, Freeman, Lessard, Mang, Oke, Scheel 
Nays:  King 

   
Retirements  It was moved by Mr. Lessard and unanimously supported by the Board that the 

Board of Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District adopt 
resolutions of appreciation for services rendered by: 
 

Maria Ackerman will retire from the district on June 30, 2010, and has devoted 26 years 
of dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the Livonia Public Schools as a 
paraprofessional at Garfield Elementary School, Taylor Elementary School, Holmes 
Elementary School, Adams Elementary School, Johnson Elementary School, 
Washington Elementary School, and Rosedale Elementary School. 
 
Donna Beardslee will retire from the district on June 30, 2010, and has devoted 43 
years of dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the students of Wilson Elementary 
School, Tyler Elementary School, Nankin Mills Elementary School, the Student Services 
Department, and Garfield Elementary School as a elementary intern teacher, elementary 
teacher, teacher of the learning disabled, learning specialist, and reading recovery 
teacher consultant. 
 
Jane Begley will retire from the district on June 17, 2010, and has devoted 25.8 years of 
dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the Livonia Public Schools as a 
paraprofessional at Buchanan Elementary School, Riley Middle School, and Frost Middle 
School. 
 
Alfred Bileti will retire from the district on August 31, 2010, and has devoted 32.5 years of 
dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the Livonia Public Schools as a custodian and 
maintenance person at Stevenson High School, Frost Middle School, Randolph Elementary 
School, and the Maintenance Department. 
 
Regina Brim will retire from the district on June 30, 2010, and has devoted 18 years of 
dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the students of Randolph Elementary School, 
Buchanan Elementary School, McKinley Elementary School, and Emerson Middle School 
as a media specialist. 
 
Beverly Bydlowski will retire from the district on June 30, 2010, and has devoted 19 years 
of dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the students of Grant Elementary School, 
Hoover Elementary School, Webster Elementary School, McKinley Elementary School, 
Cooper Upper Elementary School, and Garfield Elementary School as an elementary 
student assistance provider. 
 
Vernon Brock will retire from the district on June 30, 2010, and has devoted 34.4 years of 
dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the Livonia Public Schools as a custodian at 
Churchill High School, Stark Elementary School, Dickinson Center, and Emerson Middle 
School. 
 
Gary Cieniuch will retire from the district on June 30, 2010, and has devoted 36.2 years of 
dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the students of Washington Elementary 
School, Randolph Elementary School, Ford Junior High School, Hayes Elementary School, 
Holmes Junior High School, Riley Junior High School, Emerson Junior High School, and 
Cass Elementary School, as a teacher, as a science center teacher for the District, and as 
a coordinator with the Academic Services Department. 
 
Danny Cramb will retire from the district on August 31, 2010, and has devoted 34.7 years of 
dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the Livonia Public Schools as a custodian and 
building supervisor at Coolidge Elementary School, Jefferson Elementary School, Nankin 
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Mills Elementary School, Dickinson Center, Grant Elementary School, Hayes Elementary 
School, and Marshall Elementary School. 
 
Gerald Curtis will retire from the district on June 30, 2010, and has devoted 12.1 years of 
dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the Livonia Public Schools as a bus driver with 
the Transportation Department. 
 
Cynthia David will retire from the district on June 30, 2010, and has devoted 30 years of 
dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the Livonia Public Schools as a 
paraprofessional at Franklin High School, REMC, IT Department, and Hoover Elementary 
School. 
 
Joanne DeWitt will retire from the district on June 17, 2010, and has devoted 10.9 years of 
dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the Livonia Public Schools as a general helper, 
and cook/baker/helper at Franklin High School, Central Kitchen, and Cooper Upper 
Elementary School. 
 
Marla Feldman will retire from the district on June 30, 2010, and has devoted 29.1 years of 
dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the students of Lowell Junior High School, 
Holmes Junior High School, Frost Middle School, Emerson Middle School, Taylor 
Elementary School, Hoover Elementary School, Randolph Elementary School, Johnson 
Elementary School, and Grant Elementary School as a classroom teacher, learning 
specialist, teacher consultant, resource classroom teacher, acting principal, and elementary 
principal. 
 
Kathleen Fox will retire from the district on June 30, 2010, and has devoted 42 years of 
dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the students of Johnson Elementary School, 
Taylor Elementary School, Emerson MIddle School, Grant Elementary School, and Cooper 
Upper Elementary School as a teacher. 
 
Lana Heinrich will retire from the district on August 31, 2010, and has devoted 36.7 years 
of dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the students of Emerson Junior High School, 
Holmes Junior High School, Franklin High School, Churchill High School, Frost Middle 
School, Riley Middle School, and Holmes Middle School as a teacher. 
 
Linda Henry will retire from the district on June 30, 2010, and has devoted 38.7 years of 
dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the students of Johnson Elementary School, 
Bryant Junior High School, Riley Junior High School, Nankin Mills Elementary School, 
Cooper Elementary School, and Holmes Middle School as a teacher. 
 
David Higer will retire from the district on July 30, 2010, and has devoted 38.3 years of 
dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the students of Jackson Elementary School, 
Cooper Elementary School, Henry Ford Junior High School, Riley Junior High School, 
Frost Junior High School, Kennedy Elementary School, Hoover Elementary School, and 
Johnson Upper Elementary School as a teacher. 
 
Denise Holloway will retire from the district on June 17, 2010, and has devoted five years 
of dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the Livonia Public Schools as a 
paraprofessional at Churchill High School. 
 
Carol Houston will retire from the district on June 30, 2010, and has devoted 23.4 years of 
dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the Livonia Public Schools as a 
paraprofessional at Frost Middle School, Holmes Middle School, and Frost Middle School. 
 
Joan Hovey will retire from the district on June 30, 2010, and has devoted 26 years of 
dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the Livonia Public Schools as a 
paraprofessional at Churchill High School, Transportation Department, Stevenson High 
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School, Career/Technical Center, and Franklin High School. 
 
Denise Johnson will retire from the district on June 30, 2010, and has devoted 14 years of 
dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the students of Taylor Elementary School and 
Hoover Elementary School as a teacher. 
 
Carolyn Keberly will retire from the district on July 30, 2010, and has devoted 22 years of 
dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the Livonia Public Schools as a secretary at 
Riley Middle School and Frost Middle School. 
 
Donald Knapp will retire from the district on June 30, 2010, and has devoted 21.2 years of 
dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the Livonia Public Schools as a bus driver with 
the Transportation Department. 
 
Marcia Kreger will retire from the district on June 30, 2010, and has devoted 11 years of 
dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the students of Hoover Elementary School and 
Cass Elementary School as an elementary principal. 
 
Victoria Kurkowski will retire from the district on July 31, 2010, and has devoted 18.5 years 
of dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the students of Washington Elementary 
School, Randolph Elementary School, and Grant Elementary School as a teacher, reading 
recovery teacher, and learning specialist. 
 
Linda Latham will retire from the district on June 30, 2010, and has devoted 21 years of 
dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the Livonia Public Schools as a 
paraprofessional at Roosevelt Elementary School and Holmes Middle School. 
 
Carol McClowry will retire from the district on June 30, 2010, and has devoted 17 years of 
dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the students of Nankin Mills Elementary School 
and Hayes Elementary School as a teacher. 
 
Eugene Mininni will retire from the district on August 31, 2010, and has devoted 30.77 
years of dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the Livonia Public Schools as a 
custodian, high school equipment operator, and building supervisor at Bentley High School, 
Taylor Elementary School, Franklin High School, and Churchill High School. 
 
Judy Murphy will retire from the district on July 30, 2010, and has devoted 11 years of 
dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the Livonia Public Schools as a secretary with 
the Payroll Department. 
 
Linda Neuroth will retire from the district on June 30, 2010, and has devoted 43.3 years of 
dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the students of Coolidge Elementary School, 
Johnson Elementary School, and Rosedale Elementary School as a teacher and learning 
specialist. 
 
Deborah Nunneley will retire from the district on August 31, 2010, and has devoted 24 years of 
dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the Livonia Public Schools as a custodian at 
Roosevelt Elementary School. 
 
Donna Parish will retire from the district on June 30, 2010, and has devoted 22.4 years of 
dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the students of Grant Elementary School, 
Roosevelt Elementary School, and the Student Services Department as a special 
education teacher, program specialist, and coordinator. 
 
Sandra Pollack will retire from the district on July 30, 2010, and has devoted 3.9 years of 
dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the Livonia Public Schools as a supervisor of 
finance-accounts payable/purchasing with the Business Office. 
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Donna Puccio will retire from the district on July 31, 2010, and has devoted 17.6 years of 
dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the Livonia Public Schools as a secretary at 
Riley Middle School and the Accounting Department. 
 
Graham Pudas will retire from the district on June 30, 2010, and has devoted 20 years of 
dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the Livonia Public Schools as a custodian and 
assistant building supervisor at Buchanan Elementary School, Dickinson Center, Stevenson 
High School, Hayes Elementary School, Holmes Middle School, Cooper Elementary School, 
and Central Office. 
 
James Pulcini will retire from the district on June 30, 2010, and has devoted 28 years of 
dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the Livonia Public Schools as a bus driver and 
maintenance person with the Transportation Department and Maintenance Department. 
 
Robert Raf will retire from the district on June 30, 2010, and has devoted 42 years of 
dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the students of Whitman Junior High School, 
Franklin High School, Churchill High School, Riley Middle School, and Stevenson High 
School as a teacher. 
 
Billy Rose will retire from the district on August 20, 2010, and has devoted 32.3 years of 
dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the Livonia Public Schools as a custodian at 
Central Office, Career/Technical Center, Churchill High School, Stevenson High School, 
Riley MIddle School, Franklin High School, and Hoover Elementary School. 
 
Barbara Rozelle will retire from the district on June 30, 2010, and has devoted 25.8 years 
of dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the Livonia Public Schools as a 
paraprofessional at Roosevelt Elementary School, Stevenson High School, Webster 
Elementary School, Frost Middle School, Churchill High School, and Holmes Middle School. 
 
Janet Schultz will retire from the district on June 30, 2010, and has devoted 10.9 years of 
dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the students of Coolidge Elementary School, 
Cass Elementary School, Riley Upper Elementary School, and Randolph Elementary 
School as an elementary student assistance provider. 
 
Gary Shier will retire from the district on June 30, 2010, and has devoted 33.9 years of 
dedicated, loyal, and outtanding service to the Livonia Public Schools as a custodian, 
assistant building supervisor, and building supervisor at Franklin High School, Food Service, 
Frost Middle School, and Emerson Middle School. 
 
David Stover will retire from the district on June 30, 2010, and has devoted 21 years of 
dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the students of the Student Services 
Department as a school social worker. 
 
Jacqueline Timmer will retire from the district on August 31, 2010, and has devoted 14.4 
years of dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the Livonia Public Schools as a 
paraprofessional with the Transportation Department. 
 
Joyce Vandervennet will retire from the district on June 30, 2010, and has devoted 31 
years of dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the Livonia Public Schools as a bus 
driver with the Transportation Department. 
 
Irwin Weisberg will retire from the district on June 30, 2010, and has devoted 41.6 years 
of dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the students of Stevenson High School as a 
teacher. 
 
Donna Weitz will retire from the district on June 30, 2010, and has devoted 17 years of 
dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the students of Washington Elementary 
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School, Tyler Elementary School, Cass Elementary School, and Webster Elementary 
School as an elementary student assistance provider and school social worker. 
 
David Werton will retire from the district on August 31, 2010, and has devoted 34.4 years of 
dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the Livonia Public Schools as a custodian and 
building supervisor at Jefferson Elementary School, Central Office, Holmes Middle School, 
Garfield Elementary School, Johnson Elementary School, Washington Elementary School, 
and Roosevelt Elementary School. 
 
Horst Wichmann will retire from the district on June 18, 2010, and has devoted 9.3 years of 
dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the Livonia Public Schools as a bus driver with 
the Transportation Department. 
 
Michael Williams will retire from the district on June 30, 2010, and has devoted 19.85 years 
of dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the Livonia Public Schools as a bus driver 
and food service driver with the Transportation Department and Food Service Department 
 
Eileen Wojcik will retire from the district on July 30, 2010, and has devoted 15.9 years of 
dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the Livonia Public Schools as a secretary at 
Community Education, Bryant Center, and the Payroll Department. 

   
Leaves of 
Absence 

 It was moved by Mr. Freeman and supported by Mr. Oke that the Board of 
Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District accept  the 
recommendation of the superintendent and approve requests for leaves of 
absence for the 2010-2011 school year for Tiffany Defibaugh (child care 
leave) and Christine Webb (personal leave). 

   
  Ayes:  Burton, Freeman, King, Lessard, Mang, Oke, Scheel 

Nays:  None 
   
Removal from 
Recall List 

 It was moved by Mr. King and supported by Ms. Mang that the Board of 
Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District remove the following 
teachers from any form of a recall list thereby eliminating them from any rights 
to future employment:  Annette Burak, Robert Burke, Amanda Gorman, 
and Jason Priebe. 

   
  Ayes:  Burton, Freeman, King, Lessard, Mang, Oke, Scheel 

Nays:  None 
   
Second 
Reading of 
Board Policy 
MM – Public 
School 
Academies 

 It was moved by Ms. Mang and supported by Mr. Lessard that the Board of 
Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District accept the 
recommendation of the Policy Committee and adopt Board Policy MM—
Public School Academies. 
 
BOARD POLICY MM 
 
PUBLIC SCHOOL ACADEMIES June 21, 2010 
 
The Board believes that public school academies can serve an important function 
in the education of students as permitted by applicable law. In an effort to foster 
diversity of educational opportunity without sacrificing quality of education or 
unnecessarily duplicating existing educational opportunities, it shall be the policy of 
the Board to review or cause to be reviewed applications for contractual 
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authorization of public school academies and to review the prospective applications 
of members proposed for the boards of directors thereof in accordance with Board Policy. 
 
An entity interested in pursuing authorization of a public school academy through the 
District must submit an application in a form approved by the Superintendent's office. 
 
All approved programs must have clearly defined educational goals, competent 
administration and staff to carry out those goals, and means and methods for ongoing 
evaluation of the program, sufficient financial resources, and will not be in conflict with 
the operation of the regular K-12 program. 
 
The Superintendent or his designee shall review proposed applications and 
recommend approval, modification, amendment or rejection of the application to 
the Board for action.  
 
The recommendation shall include as an information item the complete application.  
In reviewing whether to recommend the issuance of a contract to a proposed public 
school academy and whether to issue said contract, the Superintendent and 
Board, respectively, shall consider: 

 the resources available for the proposed public school academy;  

 the population to be served by the proposed public school academy;  

 the educational goals to be achieved by the proposed public school academy; 

 the impact any such academy will have on the regular K-12 program; and 

 the applicant's track record, if any, in operating public school academies 
or other public schools. 

 
The Superintendent shall be the Board’s designee for purposes of effecting  the 
purposes of this Policy and shall implement such guidelines as he deems necessary 
hereunder. 

   
  Ayes:  Burton, Freeman, King, Lessard, Mang, Oke, Scheel 

Nays:  None 
   
Second 
Reading of 
Board Policy 
MMA – Public 
School 
Academies 
Board of 
Directors 

 It was moved by Mr. Oke and supported by Mr. Freeman that the Board of 
Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District accept the 
recommendation of the Policy Committee and adopt Board Policy MMA—
Public School Academies, Board of Directors:  Method of Selection, 
Appointment, and Removal. 
 
BOARD POLICY MMA 
 
PUBLIC SCHOOL ACADEMIES June 21, 2010 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS:  METHOD OF 
SELECTION, APPOINTMENT, AND REMOVAL 
 
The Board of Education declares that the method of selection, length of term, and number of 
board members of any approved academy shall be as follows. 
 
Method of Selection and Appointment 
The Board of Education ("Board") shall prescribe the method of appointment for members of an 
academy's board of directors. The superintendent is authorized to develop and administer 
an academy board selection and appointment process that includes an Application for 
Public School Academy Board Appointment and is in accord with these policies: 
 

(a) The Board shall appoint the initial and subsequent academy board of directors by 
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resolution, except as prescribed by subparagraph (d). The superintendent shall 
recommend qualified individuals to the Board. 

(b) The academy board of directors, by resolution and majority vote, shall nominate its 
subsequent members, except as provided otherwise. The academy board of directors shall 
recommend to the superintendent at least one nominee for each vacancy. Nominees 
shall submit the Application for Public School Academy Board Appointment for 
review by the superintendent. The superintendent may or may not recommend the 
appointment of a nominee submitted by the academy board. If the superintendent's office 
does not recommend the appointment of a nominee submitted by the academy board, 
he/she may select and recommend another nominee or may request the academy board 
submit a new nominee for consideration. 

(c) An individual appointed to fill a vacancy created other than by the expiration of a term 
shall be appointed for the unexpired term of that vacant position. 

(d) Under exigent conditions, and with the approval of the Board President, the 
superintendent may appoint a qualified individual to an academy's board of directors. 
All appointments made under this provision must be presented to the Board for final 
determination at its next regularly scheduled meeting. The Board reserves the right to 
review, rescind, modify, ratify, or approve any appointments made under this 
provision. 

 
Length of Term 
The director of an academy board shall serve at the pleasure of the Board. Terms of the 
initial positions of the academy board of directors which shall be staggered in accordance 
with The Academy Board of Directors Table of Staggered Terms and Appointments 
established and administered by the director. Subsequent appointments shall be for a term 
of office not to exceed four (4) years, except as prescribed by The Academy Board of 
Directors Table of Staggered Terms and Appointments. 
 
Removal and Suspension  
If the Board determines that an academy board member's service in office is no longer 
necessary, then the Board may remove an academy board member with or without cause 
and shall specify the date when the academy board member's service ends. An academy board 
member may also be removed from office by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the academy's board 
for cause. 
 
With the approval of the Board President, the superintendent may suspend an academy board 
member’s service, if in his/her judgment the person’s continued presence would constitute a risk 
to persons or property, or would seriously impair the operation of the academy.  Any suspension 
made under this provision must be presented to the current Board for final determination at its 
next regularly scheduled meeting.  The Board reserves the right to review, rescind, modify, ratify, 
or approve any suspensions made under this provision. 
 
Number of Directors 
The number of members of the academy board of directors shall not be less than five (5) nor 
more than nine (9). If the academy board of directors fails to maintain its full membership by 
making appropriate and timely nominations, the Board or its designee may deem that failure an 
exigent condition. 
 
Qualifications of Academy Board Members 
To be qualified to serve on an academy's board of directors, a person shall, among other 
things: 
(A) be a citizen of the United States unless otherwise approved by the Board; (B) submit all 
materials requested by the superintendent's office including, but not limited to, the Application 
for Public School Academy Board Appointment which must include authorization to 
process a criminal background check; and (C) annually submit a conflict of interest disclosure 
as prescribed by the superintendent. 
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The members of an academy board of directors shall not include: (a) employees of the 
academy; (b) any director, officer, or employee of a service provider or management 
company that contracts with the academy; (c) a District official or employee, as a 
representative of the District. 
 
Oath of Public Office 
All members of the academy board of directors must take the constitutional oath of office 
and sign the Oath of Public Office before beginning their service. No appointment shall be 
effective prior to the filing of the Oath of Public Office with the District. 
 
Tenure 
Each Director shall hold office until the Director's replacement, death, resignation, 
removal or until the expiration of the term, whichever occurs first. 
 
Resignation 
Any Director may resign at any time by providing written notice to the corporation. Notice of 
resignation will be effective upon receipt or at a subsequent time if designated in a written 
notice. A successor shall be appointed as provided in the Academy bylaws or applicable 
District policy. 
 
Board Vacancies 
A Board of Director vacancy shall occur because of death, resignation, removal, failure to 
maintain residency in the State of Michigan, disqualification or as otherwise specified in the 
Code. Any vacancy shall be filled as provided in the Academy bylaws or applicable District 
policy. 
 
Compensation 
A Director of the Academy shall serve as a volunteer Director. By resolution of the 
Board, the Directors may be reimbursed for their reasonable expenses incident to their 
duties. 

   
  Ayes:  Burton, Freeman, King, Lessard, Mang, Oke, Scheel 

Nays:  None 
   
Adjournment  It was moved by Mr. Lessard and supported by Ms. Mang that the Regular 

Meeting of June 21, 2010 be adjourned. 
   
  Ayes:  Burton, Freeman, King, Lessard, Mang, Oke, Scheel 

Nays:  None 
   
  President Scheel adjourned the meeting at 9:44 p.m. 
   
Certification  I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the minutes of the Regular 

Meeting of June 21, 2010, and that said minutes have been and are 
available for public inspection in accordance with the provisions of P.A. 267, 
Michigan Public Acts of 1976. 
 
_______________________ 
Robert J. Freeman, Secretary 
Livonia Board of Education 

   
Off/Supt/jw   

 


