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 Professional Service Industries, Inc. 
 3 Burwood Lane, San Antonio, TX 78216 
 Tel: +1 210 342 9377 
 Fax: +1 210 342 9401 
 
Hunton Andrews Kurth, LLP 
600 Travis Street, Suite 4200 
Houston, TX 77002 
 
Attention: Michael A. Bender 
Email: MBender@andrewskurth.com   
 
Re: Proposal for Phase I Environmental Site Assessments 
 Horizon Montessori Public Schools 
 Rio Grande Valley, TX 
 Proposal Number: 0435-367398 R1 
 
Dear Mr. Bender: 
 
Professional Service Industries, Inc. (PSI), an Intertek company, is pleased to submit this proposal to 
conduct a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) at the subject property. Presented below is a 
review of provided project information, the proposed Phase I ESA scope of services, requested additional 
services beyond the Phase I ESA, information about User responsibilities, our proposed schedule, and fee. 
 
PROJECT INFORMATION 
Based on the information provided to PSI, the subject property consists of 9 public school properties with 
the following addresses:    
 

• 519 S. Texas Boulevard, Weslaco, TX 78596 
• 1223 W. Sugar Cane Drive, Weslaco, TX 78599 
• 1118 W. Sugar Cane Drive, Weslaco, TX 78599 
• 2402 E. Business 83, Weslaco, TX 78596 
• 320 N. Main Street, McAllen, TX 78501 
• 2900 N. Mile 1 East, Mercedes, TX 75870 
• 2046 Mile 4 East, Mercedes, TX 75870 
• 2802 S. 77 Sunshine Strip, Harlingen, TX 78550 
• 2902 S. 77 Sunshine Strip, Harlingen, TX 78550 

 
PURPOSE OF SERVICES 
PSI understands that your purpose for having the Phase I ESAs performed is to satisfy one of the 
requirements to qualify for the innocent landowner, contiguous property owner, or bona fide prospective 
purchaser limitations (hereinafter called the landowner liability protections or LLPs) in the Comprehensive 
Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA). 
 
The scope of services presented below is intended to satisfy this purpose. 

mailto:MBender@andrewskurth.com
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PHASE I ESA SCOPE OF SERVICES 
PSI proposes to perform the Phase I ESA in general accordance with ASTM E1527-13 Standard Practice for 
Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process (ASTM E1527-13). PSI will 
perform the assessment under the supervision of an environmental professional (EP) as defined in 40 
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 312.10. The scope of services generally will include: 
 

• Regulatory records review; 
• Historical records review; 
• Site reconnaissance; 
• Interviews; 
• Vapor Encroachment Screen (VES) in accordance with ASTM E2600-15; and 
• Preparation of a written report. 

 
Reporting 
PSI will prepare a report of our findings and provide an electronic (.pdf format) copy. One (1) hardcopy 
can be provided upon request at no additional fee. Unless specifically requested on the attached Proposal 
Authorization & Payment Instructions Form, recommendations will be included in the report. 
 
If requested, a draft report will be delivered to the client electronically, in .pdf format. After comments 
on the draft report have been received, they will be reviewed, and incorporated, as appropriate, in the 
final report. 
 
THIRD PARTY RELIANCE 
The report will be provided for reliance to the Client. If other parties are to rely on the reports, please 
provide that information to PSI on the Proposal Authorization & Payment Instructions page, or in writing 
prior to PSI’s issuance of the report. 
 
Third party reliance letters may be issued upon request and upon the payment of a reliance fee. All third 
parties relying on PSI’s reports, by such reliance, agree to be bound by this proposal and PSI’s General 
Conditions. No reliance by any party is permitted without such agreement, regardless of the content of 
the reliance letter itself. 
 
SCHEDULE 
PSI proposes to deliver the ESA reports within 20 business days after we receive written authorization to 
proceed. Completion of the project may be affected by access to the property, the availability of 
information, and other factors. 
  
FEES 
PSI proposes to prepare this Phase I ESAs EACH for the lump sum fee of $1,800.00 (total for all 9 ESAs: 
$16,200).  Please note that the following efforts are not included in this price: 
 

• An environmental lien/AUL search (if desired, please see options provided below). 
• Expedited report preparation fees (if desired, please see options provided below). 
• More than one draft report submittal cycle; 
• Consultation (beyond clarifications of information presented in the Phase I ESA report); 
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• In-process report edits needed to incorporate required information not provided at the inception 
of the project; 

• Extraordinary or additional research that is requested after the report is delivered and/or to 
address data gaps; 

• File review requiring travel to a regulatory agency or depository of information that is not local to 
the PSI assessor’s office or the subject property; 

• Review of voluminous prior reports or regulatory file documents, whether they may be relevant 
or not;  

• Payment of fees charged by regulatory agencies for file-copying services, or processing of 
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests.  

 
Due to the need to collect records and historical data from a number of governmental and private 
resources, our standard turnaround for a Phase I ESA is typically approximately fifteen (15) business days. 
In many cases, we can deliver the report with a faster turnaround by expediting the data at an additional 
fee, by re-prioritizing our workload, and/or having our staff work overtime to complete the report. Due 
to the increased costs, we will charge an additional fee for RUSH delivery of the report as follows: 
 

• Seven (7) Business Days ................................................................................... $600.00 
• Ten (10) Business Days ..................................................................................... $350.00 

 
Please indicate whether an expedited report delivery is required by checking the appropriate box on 

the Proposal Authorization & Payment Instructions page. It should be noted that, in some cases, 
it might not be possible to obtain all of the required records within the expedited timeframe. In 
these cases, we will note and evaluate the data gap in our report and, if an evaluation of the 
received data appears to alter the findings, conclusions and/or recommendations of the report, 
we will deliver the additional data in the form of an addendum to the report. 

 

Any other additional work will be conducted on a time and materials basis in accordance with the 
following unit rates: 
 

• Chief/Regional Scientist or Engineer, per hour ............................................... $175.00 
• Principal Consultant, per hour ......................................................................... $145.00 
• Senior Personnel, per hour ................................................................................ $90.00 
• Project Personnel, per hour ............................................................................... $75.00 
• Staff Personnel, per hour ................................................................................... $60.00 
• Clerical Personnel, per hour............................................................................... $40.00 
• Mileage, per mile ................................................................................................. $0.95 
• Additional Report Hardcopies, each ................................................................ $100.00  

 
Environmental Lien/AUL search:  
 

• First owner/parcel............................................................................................ $250.00 
• Each additional parcel (same owner) .............................................................. $100.00 
• Each additional parcel (different owner) ......................................................... $150.00 

 
PSI will not perform any additional services until written approval from the client has been received.     
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This proposal is valid for 30 calendar days, after which PSI reserves the right to modify the fees and/or 
schedule. 
 
AUTHORIZATION 
To authorize our services, please sign and complete the attached Proposal Authorization & Payment 
Instructions form and return one complete copy of the authorized proposal to our office. We will proceed 
with the work upon receipt of proposal authorization. PSI will perform the work in accordance with the 
attached General Conditions, which are incorporated into and made a part of this proposal. 
 
CLOSING 
Please call with any questions you may have, or if PSI can be of additional service. We look forward to 
working with you on this and future projects. 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted,  
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE INDUSTRIES, INC. 
  
  

  
Briana Garcia 
Project Manager 

John Langan  
Department Manager 
Principal Consultant 

  
  
Attachments:  Proposal Authorization & Payment Instructions  
   User Questionnaire 

Contact Information Sheet 
   PSI General Conditions 
   Services Flyer 
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PROPOSAL AUTHORIZATION & PAYMENT INSTRUCTIONS 

Authorization 
To execute this proposal, please sign and complete the authorization information below along with applicable 
payment instructions and return one copy of the authorized proposal to our office. 

 ______________________________________   __________________________________________  
 Authorized By (please print)  Signature 

 ______________________________________   __________________________________________  
 Title  Firm 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 Address 

 ___________________________   _______   __________   _____________________________  
 City State Zip Code Telephone 

 ______________________________________   __________________________________________  
 Date  Purchase Order No. / Project Tracking No. (if applicable) 
 
Payment Instructions 
If invoice payment is to be made by a party other than the authorizing party above, please provide the following 
information for whom the invoices are to be billed: 

 ______________________________________   __________________________________________  
 Firm  Attention 

 ______________________________________   __________________________________________  
 Address  Title 

 ___________________________   _______   __________   _____________________________  
  City State Zip Code Telephone 

 ______________________________________  
 Authorizing Party’s Relationship to Invoice Payment Party 
 

Recommendations 
 

 CHECK HERE to exclude recommendations from the report 
 
  CHECK HERE to include recommendations in a separate cover letter 
 

Optional Items for Additional Fees 
 

  CHECK HERE to order an Environmental Lien/AUL Search 
 
  CHECK HERE to order an expedited ten (10) working day turnaround time 
 
  CHECK HERE to order an expedited seven (7) working day turnaround time 
 
Reliance Parties 
Please include the following additional parties in the reliance for the report:   
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USER QUESTIONNAIRE 

Pursuant to ASTM E1527, ASTM E2600, and the EPA All Appropriate Inquiry Rule, the User of the report must answer 
specific questions regarding the property and supply this information to the Environmental Professional.  While we 
understand that you may have only limited knowledge of the property, please answer the questions to the best of 
your ability based on your current knowledge and return the completed questionnaire to PSI. 
 
Phase I ESA Questions 
1. Did a review of land title records (or judicial records where appropriate) identify any environmental cleanup 

liens filed or recorded against the subject property under federal, tribal, state or local law? 
 No  Yes  Unknown (if yes, please briefly discuss on the next page or as an attachment) 

 

2. Did a review of land title records (or judicial records where appropriate) identify any activity and land use 
limitations (AULs), such as engineering controls, land use restrictions or institutional controls that are in place 
at the subject property and/or have been filed or recorded in a registry under federal, tribal, state, or local law? 

 No  Yes  Unknown (if yes, please briefly discuss on the next page or as an attachment) 
 

3. Do you have any specialized knowledge or experience related to the subject property or nearby properties?  
For example, are you involved in the same line of business as the current or former occupants of the subject 
property or an adjoining property so that you would have specialized knowledge of the chemicals and processes 
used by this type of business? 

 No  Yes (if yes, please briefly discuss on the next page or as an attachment)  
 

4. Does the purchase price being paid reasonably reflect the fair market value of the subject property?   
 No  Yes   Not Applicable      

 

If you conclude that there is a difference, have you considered whether the lower purchase price is because 
contamination is known or believed to be present at the property? 

 No  Yes  
 

5. Are you aware of commonly known or reasonably ascertainable information about the property that would 
help the environmental professional to identify conditions indicative of releases or threatened releases?  For 
example:  
(a) Do you know of the past uses of the property?  
      No  Yes (if yes, please briefly discuss on the next page or as an attachment) 
(b) Do you know of specific chemicals that are present or were once present at the property?  
      No  Yes (if yes, please briefly discuss on the next page or as an attachment) 
(c) Do you know of spills or other chemical releases that have taken place at the property? 
      No  Yes (if yes, please briefly discuss on the next page or as an attachment) 
(d) Do you know of any environmental cleanups that have taken place at the property? 
      No  Yes (if yes, please briefly discuss on the next page or as an attachment)  
 

6. Based on your knowledge and experience related to the subject property are there any obvious indicators that 
point to the presence or likely presence of contamination at the subject property? 

 No  Yes (if yes, please briefly discuss on the next page or as an attachment)  
 

7. Do you know of any pending, threatened, or past litigation or administrative proceedings relevant to hazardous 
substances or petroleum products in, on, or from the property?  No  Yes (if yes, please briefly discuss 
on the next page or as an attachment) 

 

8. Do you know of any notices from any governmental entity regarding any possible violation of environmental 
laws or possible liability relating to hazardous substances or petroleum products?  

 No    Yes (if yes, please briefly discuss below or as an attachment) 
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Further Explain any Answers Requiring Clarification:         
             
             
             
              

 
Vapor Encroachment Screening Questions 
1. Currently, what type of property is the subject property? 
  Commercial   Industrial   Residential   Multi-Tenant   Vacant Land 

2. Are there buildings on the subject property? 
  Yes   No   Unknown   (if yes, indicate number and construction type): 

              

3. Will buildings or structures be constructed on the subject property in the future? 
  Yes   No   Unknown   (if yes, indicate number and construction type) 

              

4. If buildings exist or are proposed, do/will they have elevators? 
  Yes   No   Unknown 

5. What type of below-grade level exists or is proposed?  
 Full/Partial Basement   Crawl Space   Parking Garage   Multi-Level 
 None/Unknown   (if none/unknown, skip to question 11) 

6. Is there ventilation currently/proposed in the below-grade level? 
  Yes   No   Unknown 

7. Are there sump pumps, floor drains or trenches existing or proposed in the below-grade level? 
  Yes   No   Unknown  

8. Is there a radon or methane mitigation system installed or proposed? 
  Yes   No   Unknown   (If yes, please indicate if passive or active):   

9. What type of heating system exists or is proposed in the building? (check all that apply) 
  Hot Air Circulation   Hot Air Radiation   Hot Water Radiation  
  Hot Water Circulation   Fireplace   Radiant Floor Heat   Fuel Oil Furnace 
  Electric Baseboard   Heat Pump   Wood Stove   Steam Radiation 
  Coal Furnace   Kerosene Heater   Used Oil Heater   Natural Gas Furnace 
  Other 

10. How are the utility systems fueled/powered or proposed to be fueled/powered?  
(check all that apply) 

  Natural Gas   Propane   Kerosene   Coal   Wood   Electricity 
  Fuel Oil   Solar   Wind   Other 

11.  Have there ever been any environmental problems at the subject property? 
  Yes   No   Unknown   (if yes, please describe) 

12. Does/will a gas station or dry cleaner operate anywhere on the subject property? 
  Yes   No   Unknown 
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13. Do/will any of the tenants use hazardous chemicals in relatively large quantities on the subject property? 
  Yes   No   Unknown 

14. Have any tenants ever complained about odors in the building or experienced health-related problems that 
may have been associated with the building? 

  Yes   No   Unknown 

15. Are the current or proposed operations on the subject property going to require/require special OSHA or 
EPA permitting? 

  Yes   No   Unknown 

16. Are there any existing or proposed underground or aboveground storage tanks (ASTs/USTs) on the subject 
property? 

  Yes   No   Unknown   (if yes, please describe) 

17. Are there sensitive receptors (for example: children, elderly, people in poor health, and so forth) that 
occupy or will occupy the subject property? 

  Yes   No   Unknown    

Further Explain any Answers Requiring Clarification:         
             
              
             
             
              
 
Helpful Documents Checklist 
Pursuant to ASTM E 1527 §10.8, do you know whether any of the following documents exist related to the subject 
property, and if so, whether copies will be provided to PSI for review? If so, please submit such documentation to 
PSI as soon as practical.  Please check all that apply.  
 

 Environmental site assessment reports (for example: Phase I/II ESAs or RBCA reports) 
 Environmental compliance audit reports; or risk assessments 
 Environmental permits or hazardous waste generation notices or reports 
 Registrations for above or underground storage tanks, or underground injection systems 
 Safety data sheets (formerly known as Material Safety Data Sheets or MSDSs) 
 Community right-to-know plans; safety plans; preparedness and prevention plans; spill prevention, 
countermeasure and control (SPCC) plans; etc. 
 Notices or other correspondence from any governmental agency relating to past or current violations of 
environmental laws with respect to the property or relating to environmental liens on the property 
 Geotechnical studies; or reports regarding hydrogeologic conditions on the property or vicinity 
 Recorded activity and land use limitations (AULs) 

 ______________________________________   __________________________________________  
 Name (Authorized User Representative)  Title 

 ______________________________________   __________________________________________  
 Signature  Date 
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CONTACT INFORMATION SHEET 

Please provide contact information for the parties below (if known) and return to PSI along with the signed and 
completed Proposal Authorization & Payment Instructions and User Questionnaire. 
 

PRIMARY USER CONTACT SECONDARY USER CONTACT (if any) 

 ______________________________________   __________________________________________  
 Name  Name 

 ______________________________________   __________________________________________  
 Address  Address 

 ______________________________________   __________________________________________  
 City/State/Zip  City/State/Zip 

 ______________________________________   __________________________________________  
 Phone  Phone 
 

CURRENT OWNER KEY SITE MANAGER 

 ______________________________________   __________________________________________  
 Name  Name 

 ______________________________________   __________________________________________  
Address  Address 

 ______________________________________   __________________________________________  
 City/State/Zip  City/State/Zip 

 ______________________________________   __________________________________________  
 Phone  Phone 
 

CURRENT FACILITY OPERATOR PAST OWNER OR OPERATOR 

 ______________________________________   __________________________________________  
 Name  Name 

 ______________________________________   __________________________________________  
 Address  Address 

 ______________________________________   __________________________________________  
  City/State/Zip  City/State/Zip 

 ______________________________________   __________________________________________  
 Phone  Phone 
 

OTHER PARTIES LIKELY TO HAVE MATERIAL INFORMATION REGARDING PROPERTY OR VES 

 ______________________________________   __________________________________________  
 Name  Name 

 ______________________________________   __________________________________________  
 Address  Address 

 ______________________________________   __________________________________________  
  City/State/Zip  City/State/Zip 

 ______________________________________   __________________________________________  
  Phone               Phone
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