
Introduction to the 87th

Legislative Session
F EB RUA RY 17 ,  2021



87th Legislative Session 
Governor Abbot’s Top 5 Priorities

• Broadband internet access for all Texans

• Laws prohibiting cities from defunding police

• Reforms to keep violent and/or repeat offenders from being released on bail

• Election integrity laws

• Legal liability protections for businesses operating in good faith during 
COVID

• Deadline for unrestricted filing of bills – March 12, 2021

• Last day of Regular Session (sine die) – May 31, 2021



Digital Divide

Governor Abbott stressed that broadband access is a 
critical component of our future growth and economic 
prosperity. 

Abbott said, “From medicine to education to business, 
broadband access is not a luxury—it is an essential tool 
that must be available for all Texans.”



State Budget Update

• Current Biennium shortfall of $1B
• House and Senate Bills $119.8 and $119.7B, respectively, 

about $7B more than General Revenue available of $112.5B
• 2020-2021 State Budget appropriated $250.7B
• 2021-2022 All Funds Available for Appropriations $263.4 B 
• FSP Savings from current biennium $3B
• Rainy Day Fund Balance estimated at $8.8B at end of FY21 
• Good news – Foundation School Program (FSP) is fully 

funded in both bills, and means legislative process begins 
with HB 3 reform intact

• ESSER 2 is about 4 X greater than ESSER 1 @ $5.53B 



Allowed Use of ESSER Funds



“The Comptroller’s Biennial Revenue Estimate today is 
welcome news considering the economic challenges our 
state has faced. We believe that with a continuing 
healthy economy, a growing Economic Stabilization Fund 
and federal COVID-19 relief, we will be able to move 
forward on our budget priorities this session and balance 
the budget by session’s end, as required by the 
Constitution. We will …maintain the historic funding 
increases in education from last session as well as 
teacher pay increases.”

Dan Patrick, Lieutenant Governor

State’s Commitment to Education



Potential Education Issues
• Student mental health
• Learning loss
• Attendance requirements
• Fund balance
• Property tax
• Staffing
• Source:  Texas Association of School Business Officials



HB 3 – Overview
• Brought major reform to School Funding

• Increased the basic allotment from $5,140 to $6,160, and increased 
funding for teacher salaries, compensatory education, dyslexia, 
special education, dual language, CTE, full day Pre-K and K-3 reading, 
teacher incentives, and CCMR outcomes 

• Moved from PY property values to CY values (no more lag)

• Compressed tax rates and reduced recapture – tax rates continue to 
decline as PV’s grow more than 2.5%

• Districts are now guaranteed that recapture will not reduce revenue 
below their entitlement level



2020-21 Original Budget



2020-21 Projected Budget



2021-2022 GISD Budget Considerations

• Funding Impacts of Decreased 
Enrollment /ADA 

• GCAD Property Values and 2021 
Property Value Study

• Loss of Formula Transition Grant  
$3.5M in 20-21

• Competitive Salary Schedule
• Impact of ESSER 2 Funds 



2021-22 Revenue Estimates with Various ADA 
Assumptions

Fiscal Year ADA Funding Formula Difference

2020-21 6180 $ 63,163,378 

2021-22 6000 $ 59,102,155 $(4,061,223)

2021-22 6180 $ 60,202,918 $(2,960,460)

2021-22 6331 $ 61,343,002 $(1,820,376)



Preliminary Budget Projections



Questions?


