
 

Independent School District #883 
Regular School Board Meeting 

Wednesday, January 21, 2026 

 

Pursuant to due call and notice, the Rockford Board of Education met in a Regular School  Board 

Meeting on Wednesday, January 21, 2026 in the District Board Room. Chair Johnson called the 

meeting to order at 6:30 pm. Members Johnson, Gordee, Morgan, Hillstrom, Sjodin and Praska 

were present. Also present was Superintendent Jeff Ridlehoover, REAMS Principal Brenda 

Nyhus, and Administrative Assistant Courtney Neibert.  

Pledge of Allegiance 

The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Motion by Gordee seconded by Sjodin to approve the agenda. Motion passed unanimously. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

There were no public comments. 

CONSENT ITEMS 

Motion by Hillstrom, seconded by Gordee to approve the consent items. Motion carried. 

●   ​ Minutes:  

December 15, 2025 Regular Meeting 

January 5, 2026 Organizational Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



●   Personnel: 

 

●​ Bills and Wire Transfers: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



●​ Open Enrollments: 

 

●​ Teacher Seniority: 

 







 

●​ Principal Seniority: 

 

●​ EC Teacher Seniority: 

 

 

 

 



SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

●​ December 2025 Superintendent’s Report: Dr. Jeff Ridlehoover presented an update on the 

schools. 

●​ REAMS Rocket Spotlight: First grade teacher Alex Probst was presented the rocket spotlight 

award. 

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT AND GROWTH 

●​ REAMS Celebration: The board heard from students participating in Letter Leaders and 

Math Masters on their experience.  

●​ REAMS Principal Report: Principal Nyhus presented to the board on her buildings goals and 

other things going on at REAMS 

STEWARDSHIP OF RESOURCES 

●​ Resolution for Reduction in Programs and Positions: The board was presented the 
Resolution for Reduction for approval. 

RESOLUTION DIRECTING THE ADMINISTRATION TO MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 
REDUCTIONS IN PROGRAMS AND POSITIONS AND REASONS THEREFORE. 

•      ​ WHEREAS, the financial condition of the school district dictates that the school board 
must reduce expenditures immediately, and 

•      ​ WHEREAS, this reduction in expenditure must include discontinuance of positions and 
discontinuance or curtailment of programs, and 

•      ​ WHEREAS, a determination must be made as to which teachers’ contracts must be 
terminated and not renewed and which teachers may be placed on unrequested leave of 
absence without pay or fringe benefits in effecting discontinuance of positions, 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the School Board of Independent School District #883, as follows: 

That the School Board hereby directs the Superintendent of Schools and administration to 
consider the discontinuance of program or positions to effectuate economies in the school 
district and reduce expenditures, make recommendations to the school board for the 
discontinuance of programs, curtailment of programs, discontinuance of position and curtailment 
of positions. 

 

Hillstrom motioned, seconded by Praska, to approve the resolution Directing the Administration to 

Make Recommendations for Reduction in Programs and Positions: 

On a roll call vote, the following voted in favor: Gordee, Johnson, Morgan, Hillstrom, Praska, and 
Sjodin. And the following voted against: None.   

Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted. 

 

 



CULTURE OF COLLECTIVE PURPOSE 

●​ Mid Year DOP Review: Dr. Ridlehoover presented an update on the DOP 
●​ Policy Committee Review Final Read: The board was presented with the following 

policies that were reviewed by the Policy Committee for approval. Policies 722, 731R, 
801, 801 FORM, 805, 807, 301, 302, 303, 701.1, 701.2R, and 701.3R. 

Motion by Gordee seconded by Sjodin to approve policies 722, 731R, 801, 801 FORM, 805, 807, 
301, 302, 303, 701.1, 701.2R, and 701.3R as presented. Motion passed unanimously. 

COMMUNITY, SCHOOL AND FAMILY PARTNERSHIP 

●​ Resolution of Acknowledgement of Contributions/Donations 

Sjodin motioned, seconded by Johnson, to approve the following resolution as presented: 

WHEREAS Minnesota Statute 123B.02 permits school boards to “receive, for the benefit of 
the district, bequests, donations, or gifts for any proper purpose and apply the same to the 
purpose designated. On that behalf, the board may act as trustee of any trust created for 
the benefit of the district, and for the benefit of pupils thereof.” 

THEREFORE, be it resolved by the School Board of Rockford Area Schools, Independent 
School District 883 that the School Board accepts, with appreciation, the contributions 
detailed below. 

 

 

On a roll call vote, the following voted in favor: Gordee, Johnson, Morgan, Hillstrom, and 
Praska. And the following voted against: None 

Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted. 

●​ Upcoming Meetings: 
○​ Finance Committee Meeting: Friday, February 13, 2026 at 8am virtually at 

meet.google.com/bej-vyuy-iyh  
○​ Regular Meeting of the Board of Education: Wednesday, February 18, 2026 at 

5:30 pm in the District Office Board Room. 



●​ Closed Session: Motion by Gordee seconded by Morgan to enter into closed session to 
discuss the mid-year Superintendent’s review pursuant to Minnesota Statute section 13D.05. 
Motion passed unanimously. The Board entered into closed session to discuss the mid-year 
Superintendent’s review at 7:47 pm.  

Gordee motioned to return to open session. Morgan seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 

Returned to open session at 8:00 pm. 

●​ Board Committee Updates: 
●​ Johnson - MAWSECO meetings, MSBA Conference, Board Prep Call, District 

Holiday Gathering, AMSD Meeting, MSBA Board Chair meetings, Calendar 
committee Meeting. 

●​ Gordee - MSBA Conference, Board Prep Call, Board Chair Chat, AMSD Meeting, 
NorthWest Suburban meetings, NorthWest Suburban employee review. 

●​ Morgan - MSBA Conference 
●​ Hillstrom - Coffee and Conversation, MSBA Conference, Calendar committee 

meeting. 
●​ Praska - None 
●​ Sjodin - None 

Hillstrom motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:07 p.m. & Gordee seconded. Motion carried 
unanimously.  

Courtney Neibert 
Recorder 

Jamie Hillstrom 
Clerk 

 


