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To The Admi.istrator Addressed:

slbiect: 2012 Flnal FIRsT Ratinss

The purpose ol this letter is to inform yo|r that the ,/ral Financial Integrity R?Unq Synem of Tex6 (FIPS-D ratings for 2012 are

now publicly available. The ratings for both 5ch00l dt5t[rcls and a0e!:e!!9lllre0t ct]adef 9chQql5 can be viewed on the Texas

Education Agency (TEA) website.

A previous "To The Administrator Adressed" leRer, dated lun€ 28, 2012, instnEted local educatbnal agencig (LEA5), school

districts and open-enrollment cha(er schools, to view then prelininary FIRST .afings, and prcvided details regarding the

analysis of staff and student data used by TEA bo create the ratings, The letter also described the appeals process available to
LEA5. This appeals prccess is now complete and all FIRST ratrngs are Rnal.

Requlr€d Repordng

In order to comply with the requircments given in Title 19 qf !h€ &las-AdmDistattye Codq (TAC). q109.1005, all LEAS are

r€quired to report information and financialaccountability €tings to parents and taxpayeG by implementing sp€rific reporting

procedurcs, including th€ followim:

]' Wlthin two months after rcceipt of its fiml FIRST ratino, each LEA must announce and hold a pLrblic meetinq to
distfbute a Rnancial management reporl thatexplains the LEAs lating and its p€rformance under each orthe indicators

used in TEA'S analysis lor the current y€ar ard each of the indrcators us€d in TEA'S analysis for the pior year.

2. The tEA must inrom bxpayers of this public meeting E publishing two newspaper notices, tlrefirstofwhich may not )
be published more than 30 days prior to or less than 14 days pflor to the public meeting, I )//- ,,

This public meetinq may be combined with a scheduled reguhr meeting of the LEAt gor'erning board.

The financial management report must include specific inlormation des.ribed in 19 TAC 9109.1005. To help LEAS preparc the
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report, TEA has crcated a template for the report that LEAS can follow, A and a !cq!1ate fqf

charterltl@b are both available onlir€. ln addition to the required information, LEAS are encouraged to provide additional

anformataon in the report that will be benefi.ial to bxpaye6. €sperially infomation that can explain any specaal circumstances

lhat may have affected the LEA'S flRST Gting,

At the public meetinq, the LEA should review the lnformation that must be included in the financial management report. -
LEA5 should review a! oMe reguircn1elts given an 19 TAC S 109. 1005 ror additional anformaton. 

_

Please note that as part ofthe financialmanagement repo4 each LEA must provide a slmmary of the data that was prcvlously

submitt€d to TEA for purposes related to Rnancial solvency. This data is rcquircd under the i.n?!.1!.A sglye..'r!I pJoyjsioJrs of
Texas Fdu.ation Code E39.0822.

Accredltation Status

In accordance with th€ accreditation status rules qiven in 19 TAC 597.1055, TEA will take into consideration an LEA'S FIRSr

ating when assigning an acoeditatbn status.

Ifyou havequestions about your LEAS FIRST 6ting, please contact the Division of FlfancialAudits at (512) a63 9095 or at

Sincerely,

David lvlcLaughlin

Interim Director, Division of Financial Audits

Fag. lat dodltle.l on 9/20/2or2.
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